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O f f e r e d :  5 / 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 2 69 ( J u d i c i a r y )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c a b i n s  o n  s t a t e  land; a n d  p r o v i d­

ing f or a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  that 

it is in  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to c r e a t e  th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m  

a n d  p l a c e  w i t h i n  that s y s t e m  c a b i n s  o w n e d  o r  b u i l t  by  the s t a t e  o n  the 

r e s e r v e d  or u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l a n d  of  the s t a t e  a n d  that the s y s t e m  be 

m a n a g e d  for the b e n e f i t  of  the r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  a nd v i s i t o r s  to the 

state.

(b) It is f u r t h e r  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  Co a l l o w  p e r s o n s  wh o  are 

a b l e  to d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s t o r i c  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  of c a b i n s  on  s t a t e  land to 

p u r c h a s e  the land to r e s o l v e  l a n d  c o n f l i c t s ;  to e n s u r e  t he l e g a l l y  p r o t e c t­

ed u se a n d  e n j o y m e n t  of c a b i n s ;  a n d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  the c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  

of  emerge.'.cy s h e l t e r s  in r e m o t e  areas.

* Sec. 2. (a) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in  t his s e c t i o n ,  on the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of a p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  the h i s ­

tori c  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  of a c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  a nd i n v e s t m e n t s  in the 

c a b i n  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  31, 1.974, a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1, 1986, the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  s e l l  n o t  to e x c e e d  on e  a c r e  of 

s t a t e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by  the c a b i n ,  if the l a n d  w a s  n o t  c l o s e d  to e n t r y  u n d e r  

a p p l i c a b l e  f e d e r a l  or s t ate l a w  at t h e  t i m e  the c a b i n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  u n ­

less the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a k e s  a w r i t t e n  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  f i n d i n g  b a s e d  o n  c l e a r  

and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a l a n d  o r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n f l i c t  exists.

(b) T h e  l and s h all b e  s o l d  f o r  the f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  of t he land as

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  B e n n e t t ,  F e r g u s o n
a nd C o g h i l l

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E
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d e t e r m i n e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  t he d a t e  of the a p p r o v a l  of the a p p l i c a­

tion. T he a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  p ay the c o s t s  o f  a p p r a i s a l ,  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  a nd 

s u r v e y i n g  the land.

(c) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (e) o f  this s e c t i o n ,  o n  t he a p p l i c a t i o n

b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of  a p e r s o n  w ho c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  the h i s t o r i c  u s e  an d  

o c c u p a n c y  of a c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  in the c a b i n  b e f o r e  

D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1, 1986, the c o m m i s s i o n e r

m a y  sel l  the s t a t e  l and o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an  a r e a  that w a s  w i t h -  

J r a w n  u n d e r  A S  4 1  a f t e r  the c a b i n  w a s  b u i l t .  T h e  land m a y  n o t  be s o l d  if 

the s t a t e  l a n d  w a s  w i t h d r a w ,  u n d e r  A S  41  b e f o r e  the c a b i n  w as built. T he

u s e  of the c a b i n  a nd th e  lan d  m a y  n ot e x c e e d  the u s e  t hat e x i s t e d  at the

t i m e  the land w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  AS  41.

(d) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot s e l l  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an

a r e a  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  16.

(e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  s e l l  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by  a c a b i n  w i t h i n

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r ust l a n d  or  s c h o o l  l a n d  of the state.

(f) if the c a b i n  is l o c a t e d  on  s t a t e  l a n d  t hat is a d j a c e n t  to a b o d y

of w a t e r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e s e r v e  a 5 0 - f o o t  e a s e m e n t  f or p u b l i c  

a c c e s s  a b o v e  the m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  line. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  

r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  the g r a n t  o f  t he lan d  at the t i m e  of s a l e  or 

u n d e r  AS  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 7 ( a )  on the use, a c c e s s  to, a n d  t he t r a n s f e r  of th e  l a n d  

s o l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  the c o m m e r c i a l  u se 

of the cabin.

(g) A  c a b i n  on land that m a y  be s o l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  be

a c q u i r e d  o r  r e m o v e d  by  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988; a  c a b i n  that 

h a s  b e e n  a p p l i e d  f or u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  not be a c q u i r e d  or r e m o v e d  

u n t i l  the a p p l i c a t i o n  has b e e n  a d j u d i c a t e d  a n d  u n l e s s  the a p p l i c a t i o n  is

d e n i e d .

* Sec. 3. AS  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

H C S  C S S B  2 6 9 ( J ud) -2-
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(a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s h a l l

(1) d e v e l o p  a c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  

m a x i m u m  u s e  in the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  of t he s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a r c hae- 

o l o g i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a nd r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  of the 

s t a t e ;

(2) p l a n  f o r  a n d  d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  of s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  to be  e s t a b l i s h e d  as the l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r­

izes a n d  d i r e c t s ;

(3) a c q u i r e  by gift, p u r c h a s e ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  s t a t e  or  

f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  or  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p a r t n e r s h i p s  or 

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  l and n e c e s s a r y ,  s u i t a b l e  a n d  p r o p e r  f o r  r o a d s i d e ,  p i c­

nic, r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  o r  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;

(4) c o n t r o l ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e­

a t i o n a l  areas;

(5) p r o v i d e  f or the a c q u i s i t i o n ,  care, c o n t r o l ,  s u p e r­

vi s i o n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ^  a nd m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  land, a nd m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t S j  

or c o m m i t m e n t s  for the i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of land a c q u i r e d  

u n d e r  AS  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

(6) adopt, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t his s e c t i o n  a n d  the A d m i n­

i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the u s e  an d  

d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of s t a t e  p a r k  an d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  to p r o t e c t  th e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  to p r e s e r v e  the peac e ;

(7) c o . ^ e r a t e  w i t h  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a nd its a g e n c i e s  an d  

lo cal s u b d i v i s i o n s  of the s t a t e  to s e c u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  

i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of s t ate park s ,  

s t a t e  m o n u m e n t s ,  s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r e a s ,  a nd s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas, 

a nd s e c u r e  a g r e e m e n t s  or  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  

4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

-3- H C S  C S S B  2 6 9 ( J u d )



1 c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  a n n u a l  e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in

2 t he a c c o u n t  m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t he l e g i s l a t u r e  to the D e p a r t m e n t

3 of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e s  of this s e c tion. In

4 e s t a b l i s h i n g  t he fees, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r

5 (1) the c o s t  to the s t a t e  of b u i l d i n g ,  r e n o v a t i n g ,  a n d

6 m a i n t a i n i n g  t he c a b ins;

7 (2) the c o s t  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g

8 t he fees fo r  t he u s e  of t he c a b ins; a n d

9 (3) the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

10 (c) W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  b u i l d

11 or  a c q u i r e  c a b i n s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in the c a b i n  s y s tem. U n d e r  s t a t e

12 c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o n t r a c t  f o r  the c o n s t r u c -

13 tion, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of c a b i n s  w i t h i n  the

14 system.

15 (d) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  g r o u p s  w i t h  s t a t e

16 a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t he c a b i n  system. T he

L7 c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c a b i n  s i tes a nd

18 c o n d u c t  r e s o u r c e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  in  t he p r o c e s s  of des-

1.9 i g n a t i n g  c a b i n s  i nto the s y stem. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  d e v e l o p  an

20 o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  for the r e n o v a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  or r e m o v a l  of

21 c a b ins.

22 (e) A p e r s o n  u s i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  m a y  not r e c o v e r  d a m a g e s

23 f r o m  the s t a t e  for an  i n j u r y  a r i s i n g  out of t he u se of the p u b l i c  u se

24 c a b i n  u n l e s s  th e  i n j u r y  w a s  c a u s e d  by  the g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  of the

25 state.

26 (f) In e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  s y s t e m  on

27 s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s ,  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area s ,  a n d  g a m e  s a n c t u a r i e s

28 e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  16.20, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  o b t a i n  t he c o n c u r -

29 r e n c e  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  f i s h  a n d  game.

-5- H C S  C S S B  2 6 9 (Jud)



(a) The Department of Natural Re sources shall

(1 ) develop a continuing p l a n  for th'' con se rv ati on  and 

m a x i m u m  use in the public interest of the scenic, historic, archae- 

ologic, scientific, biological, and rec re at io nal  resources of the 

s t a t e ;

(2 ) p la n  for and devel op  a s ys t e m  of state parks and 

recreational facilities, to be es tab li sh ed  as the legislature a u t h o r­

ises and directs;

(3) acquire by gift, purchase, or trans fe r from state or 

federal agencies, or from individuals, corporations, pa rtn erships or 

associations, land necessary, suitable and p r o p e r  for roadside, p i c­

nic, recreational^ or park  purposes;

(4) control, develop and m a i n t a i n  state parks and r e c r e­

ational areas;

(5) provide for the acquisition, care, control, s u p e r­

vision, improvement, development, e x t e n s i o n ^  and m a i n te na nc e of 

public recreational land, and make n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s , contracts, 

or commitments for the improvement and development of land ac quired 

u nd er  AS 41.21.010 - 41.21.040;

(6 ) adopt, in ac cordance w i t h  this secti on and the A d m i n­

istrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62), re gul at io ns  go verning the use and 

d e s i gn at in g incompatible uses w i t h i n  the bo undaries of state pa r k  and 

recreational areas to protect the p ro per ty  and to p re se rv e the peace;

(7) cooperate wi t h  the Un it ed States and its agencies and 

local subdivisions of the state to secure the effective supervision, 

improvement, development, extension, an d ma in te nan ce  of state parks, 

state monuments, state historical areas, and state recreational areas, 

and secure agreements or contracts for the purpo se  of AS 41.21.010 

41.21.040;
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(8) e n c o u r a g e  Che o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  s t a t e  p u b l i c  p a r k  and 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the l o cal p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of the 

s t a t e ;

(9) p r o v i d e  for c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e  d e s i g n e d  to d e v e l o p  

l o cal p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ;

(10) p r o v i d e  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  s e r v i c e s  f or o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n­

cies c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a r k  and r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s ;  [AND]

(11) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  as a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  by  e x e c u t i v e  

o r d e r  or by law;

(12) m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  to A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s  l o c a t e d  in s t a t e

p a r k s ;

(13) adop t ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t he A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the u s e  of the C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e

R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  the b o u n d­

arie s  of the C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

AS  4 l . 2 1 . 4 9 0 i

(14) m a n a g e the c a b i n s  o w n e d  by  t he s t a t e  u n d e r  A S  4 1 , 2 1 . -

880.

Sec. 4. AS  41.2 1 .  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  7 to

Sec. 4 1 . 2 1 . 8 8 0 .  P U B L I C  U S E  C A B INS. (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

s y s t e m  of  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  to be  m a n a g e d  by  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  and 

c a l l e d  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  

p u b l i c i z e  the e x i s t e n c e  of  the p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  and s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  f or t h e  cabins.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a fee s c h e d u l e  f or th e  u se 

of the c a bins. Fee s  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s i t­

ed in the g e n e r a l  fund. T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  

s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  f or fees c o l l e c t e d  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  by t he
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c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  thi s  s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  a n n u a l  e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in 

t h e  a c c o u n t  m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to t he D e p a r t m e n t  

of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  to c a r r y  out t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  this s e c t i o n .  In 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  the fees, t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r

(1) t he cos t  to the s t a t e  of b u i l d i n g ,  r e n o v a t i n g ,  a nd 

m a i n t a i n i n g  the c a b ins;

(2) the c o s t  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  

th e  f e e s  f or the u s e  of t h e  c a b ins; a n d

(3) t he p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

(c) W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  b u i l d  

or a c q u i r e  c a b i n s  f or i n c l u s i o n  in  the c a b i n  s y stem. U n d e r  s t a t e  

c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t he c o n s t r u c­

tion, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of c a b i n s  w i t h i n  the 

s y s tem.

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  g r o u p s  w i t h  s t a t e  

a n d  fedei'al a g e n c i e s  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  the c a b i n  s y s tem. T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c a b i n  s i tes and 

c o n d u c t  r e s o u r c e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  i n  t he p r o c e s s  of d e s­

i g n a t i n g  c a b i n s  int o  the s y stem. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  d e v e l o p  an 

o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  f o r  the r e n o v a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  or r e m o v a l  of 

c a b i n s .

(e) A p e r s o n  u s i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  d a m a g e s  

f r o m  the s t a t e  f o r  an  i n j u r y  a r i s i n g  o u t  of  t h e  u s e  of the p u b l i c  u s e  

c a b i n  u n l e s s  the i n j u r y  w a s  c a u s e d  by t he g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  of the 

s t a t e .

(f) In e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n  s y s t e m  on  

s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s ,  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s ,  a n d  g a m e  s a n c t u a r i e s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  16.20, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  o b t a i n  t he c o n c u r­

r e n c e  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  f i s h  a n d  game.
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1 (g) The c om mi ssioner shall make an annual report to the legisla-

2 ture on the costs, occupancy rates, fees collected, and the n um b e r  and

3 location of cabins in the system, and other information considered

A relevant by the commissioner.

5 * Sec. 5. Section 2 of this Act is repealed June 1, 1988.

6 * Sec. 6 . This Act takes effect i mmediately in accordance w i t h  AS 01.-

7 10.070(c).
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I— B M U M B M — M B —

O f f e r e d :  5 / 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  B e n n e t t ,  F e r g u s o n
and C o g h i l l

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE JU DICIARY COMMITTEE

2 H O U S E  CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BI L L  NO. 269 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALAS KA

6 F O UR TEE NT H LEGI SL AT UR E - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

f For  an Act entitled: "An Act relati ng  to cabins on state land; and provid-

7 ing for an effective date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  that

10 it is i n  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to c r e a t e  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m

11 a n d  p l a c e  w i t h i n  that s y s t e m  c a b i n s  o w n e d  o r  b u i l t  by  the s t a t e  on the

12 r e s e r v e d  or u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l a n d  of  the s t a t e  a n d  tha t  the s y s t e m  be

13 m a n a g e d  for th e  b e n e f i t  o f  the r e s i d e n t s  of t he s t a t e  a n d  v i s i t o r s  to the

14 state.

15 (b) It is f u r t h e r  i n  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to  a l l o w  p e r s o n s  w h o  are

16 a b l e  to d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s t o r i c  u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y  of c a b i n s  on s t a t e  l and to

17 p u r c h a s e  the land to r e s o l v e  land c o n f l i c t s ;  to e n s u r e  the l e g a l l y  p r C e c * --

18 ed u se a nd e n j o y m e n t  of c a b i n s ;  a nd to p r o v i d e  f o r  the c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e

19 of e m e r g e n c y  s h e l t e r s  in r e m o t e  areas.

20 *  Sec. 2. (a) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  on the

21 a p p l i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of a  p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  demonsti'ate the his-

22 t o r i c  u s e  a nd o c c u p a n c y  o f  a c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  lan d  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  in  the

23 c a b i n  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, and c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  „ e a e  1, 1986, the

24 c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  s e l l  not to e x c e e d  o ne acre of

25 s t a t e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by the cabi n ,  if the l a n d  w a s  n o t  c l o s e d  to e n t r y  u n d e r

26 a p p l i c a b l e  f e d e r a l  or  s t a t e  l a w  at the t i m e  the c a b i n  w as c o n s t r u c t e d ,  un-

27 less the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a k e s  a w r i t t e n  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  f i n d i n g  b a s e d  o n  c l e a r

28 a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  tha t  a land or  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n f l i c t  exists.

29 (b) T h e  land s h a l l  be s o l d  f o r  the f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  the lan d  as
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1 determined by the commissioner on the date of the approval of the applica-

2 tior The applicant shall pay the costs of appraisal, public notice, and

3 surveying the land.

5 b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of  a p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  the h i s t o r i c  u s e  a n d

6 o c c u p a n c y  of a c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  in the c a b i n  b e f o r e

7 D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1, 1986, the c o m m i s s i o n e r

8 m a y  sell the s t a t e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an a r e a  tha t  w a s  w i t n -

9 d r a w n  u n d e r  AS 4 1  a f t e r  the c a b i n  w a s  b u ilt. T h e  l a n d  m a y  n o t  be s o l d  if

10 the s t ate land w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  4 1  b e f o r e  t he c a b i n  w a s  b u i l t .  T he

11 u s e  of the c a b i n  and t he l and m a y  no t  e x c e e d  the u s e  that e x i s t e d  at the

12 tim e  the l and w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  41.

13 (d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot sel l  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n  a n

14 a r e a  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  16.

15 (e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot s e l l  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n

16 m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  or  s c h o o l  l a n d  of the state.

17 (f) If the c a b i n  is l o c a t e d  on s t a t e  lan d  that is a d j a c e n t  to a b o d y

18 of wate r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e s e r v e  a 5 0 - foot e a s e m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c

19 a c c e s s  a b o v e  the m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  line. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h

20 r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in the g r a n t  of the l a n d  at the t i m e  of s a l e  or

21 u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 7 ( a )  on  the use, a c c e s s  to, a n d  the t r a n s f e r  of t h e  l a n d

22 s o l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  the c o m m e r c i a l  u s e

23 of the cabin.

24 (g) A  c a b i n  on  land that m a y  be  s o l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  be

25 a c q u i r e d  o r  r e m o v e d  by th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988; a c a b i n  that

26 ha s  b e e n  a p p l i e d  f or u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  m a y  not be a c q u i r e d  o r  r e m o v e d

27 u n t i l  the a p p l i c a t i o n  h as b e e n  a d j u d i c a t e d  a n d  u n l e s s  the a p p l i c a t i o n  is

28 denied,

29 * Sec. 3. A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

4 (c) Except as provid ed  in (e) of this section, on the applica tio n
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23
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(a) The De partment of Natural R esources shall

(1) d e v e l o p  a c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a nd 

m a x i m u m  u s e  in  t he p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a r c h a e -  

ol o g i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  of the 

s t a t e ;

(2) p l a n  f o r  a n d  d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s  an d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  to be e s t a b l i s h e d  as the l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r­

ize s  a n d  d i r e c t s ;

(3) a c q u i r e  b y  gift, p u r c h a s e ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  s t a t e  or  

f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  or  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p a r t n e r s h i p s  or 

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  l a n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  s u i t a b l e  a nd p r o p e r  f o r  r o a d s i d e ,  p i c­

nic, r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  or  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;

(4) c o n t r o l ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e­

a t i o n a l  areas;

(5) p r o v i d e  f o r  the a c q u i s i t i o n ,  care, c o n t r o l ,  s u p e r­

v i s i o n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ^  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  land, a n d  m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t S j  

o r  c o m m i t m e n t s  fo r  the i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of l a n d  a c q u i r e d  

u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

(a) adopt, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  thi s  s e c t i o n  a n d  th e  A d m i n­

i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t he u s e  a nd 

d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  of  s t a t e  p a r k  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  to p r o t e c t  t he p r o p e r t y  a n d  to p r e s e r v e  the p e a c e ;

(7) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  its a g e n c i e s  a .d 

l o c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of the s t a t e  to s e c u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  

i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of s t a t e  park s ,  

s t a t e  m o n u m e n t s ,  s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r e a s ,  an d  s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas, 

a nd s e c u r e  a g r e e m e n t s  o r  c o n t r a c t s  f or t he p u r p o s e  of  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  

4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;
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(8) e n c o u r a g e  t he o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  p u b l i c  p a r k  an d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in  the l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of the 

s t a t e ;

(9) p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n s u m i n g  s e r v i c e  d e s i g n e d  to d e v e l o p  

l o cal p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ;

(10) p r o v i d e  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  s e r v i c e s  f or o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n­

cies c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a r k  a nd r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s ;  [AND]

(11) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  as a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  by  e x e c u t i v e  

o r d e r  o r  by law;

(12.) m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  to A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s  l o c a t e d  in s t a t e

p a r k s ;

(13) a d o p t ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

Act (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the u s e  of the C h e n a  R i v e r  S t ate

R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  the b o u n d­

a r i e s  of the C h e n a  R i v e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 4 9 0 ;

(1 4 ) m a n a g e  t h e  c a b i n s  o w n e d  by  the s t a t e  u n d e r  AS  4 1 .21

8 8 0 .

* Sec. 4. AS 41.21. is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r t i c l e  7 to 

r e a d :

Sec. 4 1 . 2 1 . 8 8 0 .  P U B L I C  U S E  C A B I N S .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  to be m a n a g e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  and 

c a l l e d  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U s e  C a b i n  S y s t e m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h all 

p u b l i c i z e  the e x i s t e n c e  of t he p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  arid s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  th e  cabins.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a fee s c h e d u l e  f o r  the u se 

of t h e  c a b i n s .  F e e s  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be d e p o s i t­

ed i n  the g e n e r a l  fund. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall 

s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  f e e s  c o l l e c t e d  a nd d e p o s i t e d  by the
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c o m mi ss io ne r u n d e r  this subsection. The annual es timated balan ce  in 

the account may be a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the legislature to the Department 

0 1  Natural R e s ou rc es to carry out the purposes of this section. In 

e s ta bl is hi ng the fees, the c om mi ssioner shall consider

(1 ) the cost to the state of building, renovating, and 

m a i n t a i n i n g  the cabins;

(2 ) the cost of a d min is te ri ng r ese rvations and collecting 

the fees for the use of the cabins; and

(3) the p u b l i c  interest.

(c) W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  appropriations, the comm is sio ne r may build 

or acquire cabins for i n c lus io n in the cabin system. U n d e r  state 

co nt racting p ro ce d u r e s  the comm iss io ne r ma y contract for the c o n s t r u c­

tion, rehabilitation, operation, and m ai n t e n a n c e  of cabins wi th i n  the 

system.

(d) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  cooperate w i t h  local groups w i t h  ? ~ ̂ " 

and federal agencies to m a i n t a i n  and improve the cabin system. The 

comm is sio ne r shall e v a l u a t e  e xi sting and p o t ent ia l cabin sites and 

conduct resource p l a n n i n g  and pu bli c review in the process of d e s­

ignating cabins into the system. The c o m mi ssi on er  may d e vel op  an 

operational pl a n  for the renovation, construction, or removal of 

c a b i n s .

(e) A p er s o n  u s i n g  a public use cabin may not reco ve r damages 

from the state for an injury arising out of the use of the public use 

cabin unless the injury was caused by the gross n eg lig en ce  of the 

s t a t e .

(f) In e s t a b l i s h i n g  and m a n a g i n g  a pub li c use cabin system on 

stace game refuges, cr itical habitat areas, and game sanctuaries 

e st ab li sh ed u nde r AS 16.20, the commi ss io ne r shall obtain the c o n c u r­

rence of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish and game.
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1 (g) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  m a k e  an  a n n u a l  repoir. to t he l e g i s l a -

2 tur e  o n  t he cost s ,  o c c u p a n c y  r a tes, fees c o l l e c t e d ,  a n d  the n u m b e r  and

3 l o c a t i o n  of c a b i n s  in t he s y s t e m ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d

4 r e l e v a n t  by  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

5 * Sec. 5. S e c t i o n  2 of t his A c t  is r e p e a l e d  J u n e  1, 15:18.

6 * Sec. 6. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in accord; n e e  w i t h  AS  0 1.-

7 1 0 . 0 70(c).
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Offered: 5/7/86
Referred: Finance

Or iginal sponsors: Bennett, Ferguson
and Coghill

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE  JUDICIARY C OMMITTEE

2 H O US E CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 269 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE L E G I S LA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALA SK A

4 F OU RT EE NT H LE GI SL ATU RE  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to cabins on state land; and provid-

7 ing for an effective date."

8 BE IT E N AC TE D BY THE LEGISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section I. LEGISLA TI VE  PURPOSE. (a) The legislature determines that

10 it is in the pu bli c interest to create the A l a s k a  Public Use Cabin System

1 1  and place wit hi n that system cabins owned or b..ilt by the state on the

1 2 reserved or unreserved pub lic  land of the state and that the system be

13 m a na ge d for the benefit of the residents of the state and visitors to the 

IA state.

15 (b) It is further in the public interest to a llow persons who are

16 able to demonstrate h is toric use and occupancy of cabins on state land to

17 purchase the land to resolve land conflicts; to ensure the legally protect-

18 ed use and enjoyment of cabins; and to provide for the continued existence

19 of emergency shelters in remote areas.

20 * Sec. 2. (a) Except as otherwise pro vided in this section, on the

21 app li ca tio n before June 1, 1988, of a pe r s o n  who can d emonstrate the his-

2 2  toric use and occupancy of a c abin on state land and investments in the

23 cabin before D e c e m b e r  31, 1.974, and continuing through ae 1, 1986, the

24 c o mm is si one r of natural resources shall sell not to eA i.eed one acre of

25 state land occupied by the cabin, if the land was not closed to entry under

26 ap plicable federal or state law at the time the cabin was constructed, un-

27 less the c om missioner makes a w r i t t e n  best interest finding based on clear

28 and c onvincing evidence that a land or resource manage me nt conflict exists.

29 (b) The land shall be sold for the fair market value of the land as
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1 d e t e r m i n e d  by t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  the d a t e  of the a p p r o v a l  of the a p p l i c a -

2 tion. T h e  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  p ay the c o sts of a p p r a i s a l ,  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  a n d

3 s u r v e y i n g  the land.

4 (c) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (e) of  thi s  s e c t i o n ,  o n  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n

5 b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988, of  a p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  the h i s t o r i c  u s e  and

6 o c c u p a n c y  of a c a b i n  o n  s t a t e  land a nd i n v e s t m e n t s  in the c a b i n  b e f o r e

7 D e c e m b e r  31, 1974, a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  J u n e  1, 1986, the c o m m i s s i o n e r

8 m a y  sell t he s t a t e  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an a r e a  tha t  w a s  w i t h -

9 d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  41  a f t e r  the c a b i n  was b u ilt. T he l a n d  m a y  n ot be s o l d  if

10 the s t a t e  land w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  AS 41  b e f o r e  the c a b i n  was b u i l t .  T h e

11 use. of Che c a b i n  an d  t he l and m a y  not e x c e e d  the u s e  that e x i s t e d  at the

12 time the land w a s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  AS 41.

13 (d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot sel l  lan d  o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n  an

14 are a  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  A S  16.

15 (e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not sell lan d  o c c u p i e d  by a c a b i n  w i t h i n

16 m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  or  s c h o o l  l a n d  of  t h e  state.

17 (f) If  the c a b i n  is l o c a t e d  on s t a t e  l a n d  t h a t  is a d j a c e n t  to a b o d y

18 of  w a t e r ,  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e s e r v e  a 5 0 - f o o t  e a s e m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c

L9 a c c e s s  a b o v e  the m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  line. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h

20 r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in the g r a n t  of  the l a n d  at t.ie tim e  of s a l e  or

21 u n d e r  AS  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 7 ( a )  on  the use, a c c e s s  to, a n d  the t r a n s f e r  of t h e  land

22 sol d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  the c o m m e r c i a l  u se

23 of the cabin.

24 (g) A  c a b i n  on land that m a y  be s o l d  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  m a y  not be

25 a c q u i r e d  o r  r e m o v e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  b e f o r e  J u n e  1, 1988; a c a b i n  tha t

26 has b e e n  a p p l i e d  f or u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  be a c q u i r e d  or  r e m o v e d

27 u n t i l  the a p p l i c a t i o n  has b e e n  a d j u d i c a t e d  a n d  u n l e s s  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is

28 d e n ied.

29 * Sec. 3. A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(a) The Department of Natural Resources shall

(1) develop a continuing p l a n  for tne co ns erv ati on and 

m a xi mum use in the public interest of the scenic, historic, archae- 

ologic, scientific, biological, and re cr eat ion al resources of the 

s t a t e ;

(2) plan for and develop a sy st em of state parks and 

recreational facilities, to be established as the legislature a u t h o r ­

izes and directs;

(3) acquire by gift, purchase, or tran sfe r from state or 

federal agencies, or from individuals, corporations, partnerships or 

associations, land necessary, suitable and p r o p e r  for roadside, p i c ­

nic, recreational^ or park purposes;

(4) control, develop and m a i n t a i n  state parks and r e c r e ­

ational areas;

(5) provide for the acquisition, care, control, s u p e r ­

vision, improvement, development; ex te nsi on^ and ma in ten anc e of 

public recreational land, and make ne ce ssa ry arrangements, contracts^ 

or commitments for the improvement and de velopment of land acquired 

under AS 41.21.010 - 41.21.040;

(6) adopt, in accordance w i th this se ction and the A d m i n ­

istrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62), regulations go ve rni ng the us e and 

designa tin g incompatible uses w i th in the bo un dar ies of state p a rk end 

recreational areas to protect the prop ert y and to pres erv e the peace;

(7) cooperate w i t h  the U n i t e d  States and its agencies and 

local subdivisions of the state to secure the effective supervision, 

improvement, development, extension, and m a i n t e n a n c e  of state parks, 

state monuments, state historical areas, and state recreational areas, 

and secure agreements or contracts for the p u rp ose of AS 41.21.010 

41.21.040;
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(8) en co ura ge the orga niz ati on of state public p a rk and 

r e cr eat ion al activities in the local political subdivisions of the 

s t a t e ;

(9) pr ovide for consulting service designed to develop 

local park and recr eat ion facilities and programs;

(10) pr ovide cl earing-house services for other state a g e n ­

cies concerned w i th park and re cr eat ion matters; [AND]

(11) p e r f o r m  other duties as are pr es cri bed by executive 

order or by law;

(12) m a i n t a i n  memorials to A l as ka veterans located in state

p a r k s ;

(13) adopt, in accordance w i th the Ad mi nis tra ti ve Procedure 

Act (AS <4.62), regulations go ve rni ng the use of the Chena River State 

R e cr eat ion A r ea and de si gna tin g incompatible uses w i th in the b o u n d ­

aries of the Chena River State R e c r e a t i o n  A r ea in accordance with 

AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 4 9 0 i

(14) ma na ge the cabins owned by the state under AS 4 1 . 2 1 . -

8 8 0 .

* Sec. 4. AS 41.21. is amended by adding a new se ct ion to article 7 to 

r e a d :

Sec. 41.21.880. PUBLIC U S E  CABINS. (a) There is es ta bli she d a 

system of pu bl ic use cabins to be m a n a g e d  by the co mm iss ion er and 

called the A l as ka Public Use Ca bi n System. The commissioner shall 

pu bl ici ze the existence of the public use cabins and shall establish a 

reservation sy st em for the cabins.

(b) The co mm iss ion er shall es ta bli sh a fee schedule for the use 

of the cabins. Fees collected under this subsection shall be d e p o s i t ­

ed in the ge neral fund. The commissioner of ad mi nis tra ti on shall 

separately account for fees collected and deposited by the
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1 ccinmissioner un d e r  this subsection. The annual es ti mat ed ba la nce in

2 tha account may be appr opr iat ed by the legislature to the De pa rtm ent

3 of Na tural Resources to carry out the purposes of this sectici . In

4 es ta bli shi ng the fees, the co mm iss ion er shall cons ide r

5 (1) the cost to the state of building, renovating, and

6 m a in tai nin g the cabins;

7 (2) the cost of adminis ter in g re se rva tio ns and co ll ect ing

8 the fees for the use of the cabins; and

9 (3) the pu bl ic interest.

10 (c) Wi th in av ai lab le appropriations, the c o m m iss ion er may bu il d

11 or acquire caoins for inclusion in the cabin system. U n de r state

12 co ntracting proc edu res the commissioner may contract for the eonstruc-

13 tion, rehabilitat. n, operation, and m a in ten anc e of cabins w i t h i n  the

14 system.

15 (d) The co mm iss ion er may cooperate w i t h  local groups w i t h  state

16 and federal agencies to m a i n t a i n  and improve the cabin system. The

17 commissioner shall evaluate existing and po te nti al cabin sites and

18 conduct resource p l an nin g and pu bl ic review in the pr ocess of des-

19 ignating cabins into the system. The c o m m iss ion er ma y de ve lop an

20 operational p l a n  for the renovation, construction, or re moval of

21 cabins,

22 (e) A person us in g a public use cabin may not x'ecover damages

23 from the state for an injury arising out of the use of the pu bl ic use

24 cabin unless the injury was caused by the gross ne gl ige nce of the

25 state.

26 (f) In esta bli shi ng and ma n a g i n g  a pu bl ic us e ca bi n sy st em on

27 state game refuges, critical ha bitat areas, and game sanctuaries

28 es ta bli she d under AS 16.20, the co mm iss ion er shall o b t a i n  the concur-

29 rence of the comm iss ion er of fish and game.
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(g) The co mm iss ion er shall make an annual report to the le gi sla­

ture on the costs, occupancy rates, fees collected, and the n u m b e r  and

location of cabins in the system, and other informa tio n considered

relevant by the commissioner.

* Sec. 5. Section 2 of this Act is repealed June 1, 1988.

* Sec. 6. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  AS 0 -



O f f e r e d : 3/19/86
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y
and F i n a n c e

Original sponsors: Bennett, Ferguson

and Coghill

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2 HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 269 (Resources)

3 IN THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOUR TEE NTH L E GI SLA TUR E - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to cabins on state land; and provid-

10 065, on the application of a p e r s o n  wh o can de monstrate the historic use

11 and occupancy of a cabin on state land and investments in the cabin before 

L2 January 1, 1981 and continuing until the effective date of this Act, the

13 co mm iss ion er of natural resources ma y sell not to exceed one acre of state

14 land occupied by the cabin. If the cabin is located on state land that is

15 adjacent to a body of water, the co mm iss ion er shall reserve an easement for

16 public access not to exceed 20 feet wide above the mean high water line.

17 The commissioner may not es ta bli sh restrictions on the use of the cabin or

18 on future transfers of the land sold under this section. The la,id may be

19 sold n o tw ith sta nd ing the location of the cabin on state land that has been

20 w i t h d r a w n  under AS 16 or AS 41 subsequent to the erec tio n of the cabin.

21 Land sold under this section shall be sold for the fair market value of the

22 unim pro ved land on the date of the application and the pe rs on is respon-

23 sible for the costs of su rv eyi ng the land.

24 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  AS 01.-

7 ing for an ef fe cti ve date."

8 BE IT EN ACTED BY THE LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Se ction 1. Unless pr o h i b i t e d  by an area plan adopted un de r AS 38.04.-

25 10.070(c).
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Offered: 5/2/85

Referred: Finance

Original sponsors: Bennett, Ferg uso n

and Coghill

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 269 (Resources)

3 IN THE LE GI SLA TUR E CF THE STATE OF AL AS KA

A FO U R T E E N T H  L E GI SLA TUR E - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act rela tin g to cabins on state land; and provid-

7 ing for an effective date."

8 BE IT EN AC TED BY THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Se ct ion 1. On the ap pl ica tio n of a person wh o owns a cabin on state

10 land on the effective date of this Act, the co mm iss ion er of natural 

11. resources shall sell not to exceed ur.e acre of state land occupied by the

12 cabin if the cabin had been erected on the land be fo re Ja nuary 1, 1968 and

13 if the land w■*'?. open to entry under ap pl ica ble state or federal law at the

14 time the was erected. The state land shall be sold for the fair

15 ma rk et va. - of the land as dete rmi ned by the commissioner. The applicant

16 shall pay costs of su rv eyi ng the land. If the cabin is located on a

17 waterfront, the comm iss ion er shall re serve an easement not to exceed 20

18 feet wide above the m e a n  high wa t e r  line. If the cabin is located in land

19 that has been w i t h d r a w n  under AS 16 or AS 41 since Ja nuary 1, 1968, the

20 land shall be sold no tw i t h s t a n d i n g  its withdrawal. The commissioner may

21 not e s ta bli sh restrictions on use of the cabin or on future transfers of

22 the land sold un de r this section.

23 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

24 10.070(c).
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2 SENATE B I LL NO. 269

3 IN "'HE LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FOURTEENTH L E GI SLA TUR E - FIRST SE SSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to cabins on state land; and provid-

7 ing for an effective date."

8 BE IT EN ACTED BY THE LE GI SLA TUR E OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. On the ap pl ica tio n ol a pe rs on wh o possesses a cabin on

10 state land on the effective date of this Act, the c o m m iss ion er of natural

11 resources shall sell not to exceed one acre of state land occu pie d by the

12 cabin if the cabin had been er ected on the land before Ja nuary 1, 1980.

13 The state land shall be sold for the fair market va lu e of the land on

14 Ja nuary 1, 1980 as de te rmi ned by the commissioner. The applicant shall pay

15 costs of su rv eyi ng the land. If the cabin is located on a waterfront, the

16 comm iss ion er shall reserve an easement not to exceed 20 feet wide above the

17 m e a n  hi gh er h i gh wa te r line. If the cabin is located in land that has been

18 w i t h d r a w n  u n de r AS 16 or AS 41 since Ja nuary 1, 1980, the land shall be

19 sold notwit listanding its withdrawal. The c o m m iss ion er may not establish

20 restrictions on use of the cabin or on future transfers of the land sold

21 under this section.

22 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in ac co rda nce w i t h  AS 01.-

23 10.070(c).
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