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IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F C R  S ENATE BILL NO. 187 <!M Judiciary)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E SSION

A BILL

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i tl ed: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to adoption: and p r o v i d i n g  for a n

e f f e c t i v e  date ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  13.11.045 is a m en ded to read:

Sec. 13.11.045. M E A N I N G  O F  " C H I L D "  A N D  R E LATED TERMS. If, for 

p u r p o s e s  of in tes t a t e  succession , a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p are nt and child 

m u s t  be e s t a b l i s h e d  to d e t e r m i n e  s u c c e s s i o n  by, through, o r  f r o m  a 

p a r s o n ,

(1) an a d o pted p e r s o n  i a  the child of an ad opting p arent 

and not of the natural p a r e n t s  u n l e s s  the decree of adoption s p e c i f­

ical l y  p r o v i d e s  for the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of inherit ance rights [EXCEPT 

T H A T  A D O P T I O N  OF A C H I L D  BY T H E  S P O U S E  O F  A N A T U R A L  P A R E N T  HAS NO 

E F F E C T  O N  T H E  R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  T H E  C H I L D  A N D  EITHER N A T U R A L  P A R­

ENT] j

(2) in cases not c o vered b y  (1) of this section, a p erson 

b o m  out of w e d l o c k  is a child of the mother: that person i s  a l s o  a 

c hild of the father, if:

(A) the n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a m a r r i a g e  

c e r e m o n y  b e f o r e  or a fter the b i r t h  of the child, even though the 

a t t e m p t e d  m a r r i a g e  i t  void: or

(B) the p a t e r n i t y  is e s t a b l i s h e d  by an adjudication 

b e f o r e  the death of the f a t h e r  or is e s t a b l i s h e d  t hereafter b y  

clear and c o n v i n c i n g  proof, e xcept that the paternity e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  this s u b p a r a g r a p h  i s  i n e f f e c t i v e  to q u alify  t h e  f a t h e r  er

- 1-  HCS SB 187 C u  Jud)
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the f a t h e r’s k i n d r e d  Co inherit fr om or through the child unless 

the f a t h e r  has o p e n l y  treated the c h i l d  as the father's, and has 

not r e f u s e d  to support the child.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.50.220(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) W h e n  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  is est ablished, the actual 

p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  shall be shown. T h o  n e v  c e r t i f i c a t e  shall be 

s u b s t i t u t e d  for the o r i ginal  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  birth, and

(1) t herea fter, in the c a s e  c f  an a d o p t i o n, :h a  original

c e r t i f i c a t e  end the e v i d e n c e  o f  a d o p t i o n  are not subject to inspection  

except aa p r o v i d e d  in AS 18.50.500 - 18.30.510 _ or b y  order of the.

s u p e r i o r  court u n d e r  A S  25.23.150; b u t  the state r e g i s t r a r  shall a l l o w  

i n s p e c t i o n  by an a gen t o f  the sta te o r  f e dera l g o v e r n m e n t  acting in 

the p e r f o r m a n c e  of the a g e n t’s o f f  ic ial duties; in the case of a 

legici matlon, the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  the e v i dence of [ADOPTION 

OR] l e g i t i m a t i o n  are not subjec t to i n s p e c t i o n  e xcept upon order of 

the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  or as p r o v i d e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n !  however, the r e g u l a­

tion shall a l l o w  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  an a g e n t  of the state or federal g o v­

ern m e n t  a c t i n g  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  the a g e n t’s [HIS] offici al 

d u t i e s  j

(2) upon r e c e i p t  o f  a r e p o r t  that an adoption has been 

vacated, the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  shall be resto r e d  to its 

place in the files a n d  the n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  and evidence are not s u b­

ject to i n s p e c t i o n  e x cept u p o n  o r d e r  of a s u p e r i o r  court.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.50.370 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  paragrap hs to read:

(14) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  A d o p t e d  a n o t h­

er p e r s o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 1
(15) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  on the o r i g i­

nal c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of an a d o p t e d  personj

(16) " c h i l d  a d o ptio n a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c hild adoption agency 

HCS SB 1S 7(2d Jud) -2-
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license d u n d e r  AS 47.35.100;
i

(17) " c o m m i s s i o n e r” me a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and 

social services;

(18) " m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y” includes i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to a
I
I

p e r s o n ' s  m e d i c a l  condition s and treatment, i m m u n i s a t i o n  records, and 

o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  about the p e r s o n  that c o u l d  b e  impor t a n t  to 

the h e a l t h  care o f  the a d o p t e d  person.

* Sec. 4. AS 18.50 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read;

A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  TO A D O P T I O N  INFORMATION.

Sec. 18.50.500. IDENTITY OF B I O L O G I C A L  PARENTS. (a) After 

r e c e i v i n g  a r e q u e s t  by an a d opted p e r s o n  18 years o f  age or o l d e r  for 

the i d e n t i t y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of the person, the 3tate r e g i s t r a r  

shall p r o v i d e  the p e r s o n  w i t h  an u n c e r t i f i e d  copy of the p erso n ' s  |

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  cert ificate, and any c h a n g e  in the bi olo g i c a l  parent's!

name or a d d r e s s  a t t a c h e d  to the c e rtificate , if the biological par-J 

e n t’s w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to d i s c l o s u r e  is on file w i t h  the state r e g i s­

trar. The state r e g i s t r a r  n a y  not p r o v i d e  to an a d o p t e d  p er son a copy 

o f  the p e r s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or disclose the name and 

a d d ress of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w i t h o u t  that p a r e n t ' s  w r i t t e n  consent, 

e x cep t as r e q u i r e d  b y  the court u n d e r  A S  25.23.150.

(b) T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  u p o n  r e q u e s t  shall provide to a b i o­

logical p a r e n t  a f o r m  contai n i n g  the text o f  this section and AS 13.*- 

50.510 and a statement, to b e  signed b y  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent, i n d i­

cati n g  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent's d e s i r e s  r e g a r d i n g  the discl osure of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  (a) of this section. The f o r m  m u s t  contain at least

the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a p p e a r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  .is follows:

I N S T R U C T I O N S  TO S T A T E  R E G I S T R A R  OF V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  REGA RDING 

D I S C L O S U R E  OF I N F O R M A T I O N  TO A N  A D O P T E D  CHI LD

I. D i s c l o s u r e  D u r i n g  B iolog i c a l  P a r ent's L i f e t i m e  (Choos? A, D, or Cl

I
I

-3- HCS S3 IS ” (3d Jud)



A. [ ] P R O V I D E  to m y  b i o l o g i c a l  c h i l d  a copy of the child's

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  cer tificate, and m y  n a m e  a n d  address, when 

the child is 18 y e a r s  o f  age or older, if r e q u ested by 

the child.

B. f ) D O  N O T  P R O V I D E  to m y  b i o l o g i c a l  c h i l d  a copy o f  the

c h i l d ' s  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  o r  m y  na me a nd 

address, u n l e s s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a v  or b y  court order.

C. [ J If ray b i o l o g i c a l  child, w h e n  18 y e a r s  of a g e  or older,

r e q u e s t s  a c o p y  of the c h ild's o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  

certi f i c a t e ,  o r  m y  na me a nd address, these are m y  

instructiona l

1. I w a n t  to b e  n o t i f i e d  of the r e q u e s t  in the f o l l owing  

m a n n e r  (choose a or b):

a. ( 1 b y  c e r t i f i e d  nail, d e l i v e r a b l e  to m e  only, at

m y  last k n o w n  a d d r e s s

b. [ ] ________________________________________________________

(Specify h o w  y o u  w a n t  to b e  notified)

2. If I d o  n o t  r e p l y  to y o u r  n o t i c e  w i t h i n  90 days after 

y o u  s e n d  it, o r  if y o u  c a n n o t  l o c a t e  rae, Chen (choose 

a o r  b)

a. ( ] P R O V I D E  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the 

child;

b. [ ] D O  N O T  P R O V I D E  the I n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by 

the child.

II. D i n c l o s u r e  A f t e r  B i o l o g i c a l  P a r e n t’s D e a t h  (Choose A or 3)

In the event that y o u  are p r o p e r l y  n o t i f i e d  o f  m y  death or o t h e r­

wise*. v e r i f y  that I h a v e  died, and m y  b i o l o g i c a l  child, w h e n  18 

years of age or older, r e q uests a c o p y  o f  che child's origins! 

HCS SB 187(2d Juri) -A-



c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  o r  m y  n a m e  and address, these are ay in­

struct ions j

A. [ ] P R O V I D E  Che i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the c h i l d  and

I N F O R M  the c h i l d  of my death;

B. T 1 D O  N O T  P R O V I D E  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the child,

b u t  I N F O R M  the c h i l d  of tay death.

M y  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a n d  address:

(Signa ture of b i o l o g i c a l  parent) (Please print or type)

(Date)

(c) A  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  m a y  at a n y  time o b t a i n  from, and submit 

to, the state r e g i s t r a r  a n e w  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r m  d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  (b) of 

this section, o r  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

d i s c l o s u r e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  this section.

(d) I f  one b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  consents  to disclosure, but Che

o t h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  objects, the state r e g i s t r a r  shall r e m o v e  the 

n a m e  of the o b j e c t i n g  p a r e n t  b e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  to 

the a d o p t e d  p a r s o n  u n d e r  (a) o f  this section.

(e) A n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 year s o f  age or older, or a b i o l o g i c a l  

parent, m a y  s ubmit to the state r e g i s t r a r  a n o t i c e  of chang e of name 

or address. T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  s h all a t tach the inform a t i o n  to the 

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  of the a d o p t e d  parson.

(f) T h a  state r e g i s t r a r  shall d i s c l o s e  to a b i o l o g i c a l  parent,

at that p a r e n t’s request, the m o s t  c u r r e n t  name a n d  address of an

a d o p t e d  c hild that a p p e a r  in the state r e g i s t r a r ' s  adopti on files if 

Che child is 18 years o f  age or o l d e r  and has r e q u e s t e d  in w r i t i n g  

Chat the i n f o r m a t i o n  be d i s c l o s e d  if ev er r e q u e s t e d  b y  Che b i o l o g i c a l

-5- HCS SB 187(2d Jud)



parent.

Sec. 18.50.510. D E S C R I P T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  BI O L O G I C A L  

PARENTS. (a) The state r e g i s t r a r  shall, at the r e q u e s t  of an a d o p­

tive p a r e n t  o r  of an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 year:) o f age or older, release 

the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on the 

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  if a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the 

r e g i s t r a r ' s  a d o p t i o n  recordss

(1) the age o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  the d a y  the a d opted  

p e r s o n  v a a  born;

(2) the h e r i t a g e  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent, to include:

(A) n a t i o n a l  origini

(B) ethnic background) and

(C) tribal m ember ship)

(3) the m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  of 

b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent)

(A) the n u m b e r  of years o f  s chool c o m p l e t e d  by the b i o l o g i­

cal p a r e n t  b y  the day the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  bora;

(5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent on the

day the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  b o m ,  i n c l u d i n g  height , weight, and color

o f  hair, eyes a n d  skin)

(6) the e x i s t e n c e  of other c h i l d r e n  of the b i o l o g i c a l

parent)

(7) w h e t h e r  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  was ali ve at the time of

adoption)

(8) the r e l i g i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent) and

(9) o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  for 

d i s c l o s u r e  to the child.

(b) Infor m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) of this sectio n shall be on r. 

s t a n d a r d  f o r a  p r e p a r e d  by the c o m m issio ner. The i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  not 

H C S  SB 187(2d Jud) -6-



include the name o f  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  or o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  not 

listed in (a) o f  this section.

* Sec. 5. AS 25.23.060(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  shall be e x e c uted at any 

time after the b i r t h  of the c h i l d  in the p r e s e n c e  of the c o u r t  or In 

the p r e s e n c e  o f  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to take ackno w l e d g m e n t s .  The 

c o nsent ia not v a l i d  u n l e s s  the c o n s e n t  f o r a  states that the person 

c o n s e n t i n g  to the a d o p t i o n  h a s  the r i g h t  to w i t h d r a w  that consent: as 

p r o v i d e d  in AS 2 5 . 23.070(b),  and  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  c o n s e n t i n g  to the 

a d o p t i o n  a c k n o w l e d g e s  r e c e i p t  of a copy of the c o n s e n t  form. The 

p erson g i v i n g  c o nsent shall state in the c o n s e n t  f orm w h e t h e r  the

c hild is a m e m b e r  o f  an Indian tribe o r  the b i o l o g i c a l  c h i l d  of a

m e m b e r  of an Indian tribe, so that the court m a y  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the 

provis i o n s  of 25 U.S.C. 1901 - 1963 (Indian C h i l d  W e l f a r e  Act of 1978)

* Sec. 6. AS 25.23.060 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  subsec t i o n  to read:

(c) A c o nsen t e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  as a 

power o f  a t t o r n e y  u n d e r  A S  13.26.020. U nless the c o n s e n t  f o r m  p r o­

vides otherwise, and r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  the f o r m  names or i d e n­

tifies the a d o ptive parent, the c o n s e n t  d e l e g a t e s  to Che a d o ptive  

parent all powers that m a y  be d e l e g a t e d  u n d e r  A S  13.26.020. T h e  power 

of a t t orney takes e ffect  w h e n  the c h i l d  is d e l i v e r e d  to the adoptive 

parent, and remains in e f f e c t  as long as the c o nsent ia in effect; but 

the p o w e r  of a t t o r n e y  is n o t  e f f e c t i v e  b e y o n d  one year, unless the 

court extends it f o r  g o o d  cause. T h e  p o w e r  of a t t o r n e y  does rot 

terminate on the d e a t h  or d i s a b i l i t y  of the p erson e x e c u t i n g  the 

consent, unless the c o n sent form so states. This s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  not 

be c o n s trued to a l t e r  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the Inters t a t e  C o m p a c t  on 

the P l a c ement of C h i l d r e n  (AS 47.70).
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* Sec. 7. A S  25.2 3.070(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A co n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  b e f o r e  the entry of a 

d e c r e e  of adoption, w i t h i n  10 days a f t e r  the c o n s e n t  is g i v e n , b y  

d e l i v e r i n g  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  to the p e r s o n  o b t a i n i n g  the consent, or 

a f t e r  the 10-day p e riod, if the court finds, a f t e r  n o t i c e  and o p p o r­

tun i t y  to be h e a r d  ia a f f o r d e d  to p e t i t i o n e r ,  the p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  the 

w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  the a g e n c y  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  for ad option, that the 

w i t h d r a w a l  is in the b a s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  a n d  the 

court o r ders the w i t h d r a w a l .

* Sec. 8. A S  25.23.080(c ) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 

the b i r t h  r e c o r d  of the p e r s o n  to be adopted, if a vailable, the i n f o r­

ma t i o n  n p e c l f l a d  in AS 25.23. 1 8 5 ( a ) ,  if available, and  the required  

consents, r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s , a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  orders shall be filed wi th  

the clerk.

* Sec. 9. A S  25. 23.100(a) ia a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  to adopt a minor, the court 

shall fix a time and p l a c e  for h e a r i n g  the petition . At leaat 20 days 

b e f o r e  the date of h e a r i n g ,  the p e t i t i o n e r  shall give n o t i c e  of the 

f i l i n g  of the p e t i t i o n  a n d  o f  the time a n d  p l a c e  of h e a r i n g  [SHALL BE 

G I V E N  BY T H E  P E T I T I O N E E ]  to (1) the depar t m e n t ,  u nl ess the a d o p t i o n  is 

b y  a s t e p p a r e n t  of the child* (2) a n y  a g e n c y  o r  p e r s o n  w h o s e  consent 

co the a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  b y  this chapter, b u t  w h o  has not c o n s e n t­

ed* a n d  (3) a p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  ia d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  u p o n  any ground 

m e n t i o n e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  (2), (3), (6), <7), (8) and (9), but 

w h o  has n o t  consent ed. T h e  n o t i c e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  3hall be a c c o m­

pan i e d  b y  a c o p y  of the petition.  (IN T H I S  SUBSE CTION, "STEPPARENT" 

M E A N S  THE S P OUSE O F  A N A T U R A L  P A R E N T  O F  T H E  CH ILD R E S I D I N G  111 THE SALE 

H O U S E H O L D .]
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* Sac. 10. AS 25.23.10 0(b) is amended  to read:

(b) N o t i c e  to pers ona s p e c i f i e d  in A S  25.23.05 0 shall include a 

s t a t ement  of the g r o unds u n d e r  w h i c h  consent  to the a d o p t i o n  is not j 

required. N o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  this s e ction  shall be a d e quate  to give 

a c t u a l  n o t i c e  of the p r o c eedings, taking into a c count e d u c a t i o n  and 

l a n guage d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  are k n o w n  o r  r e a s o n a b l y  a s c e r t a i n a b l e  by 

the p e t i t i o n e r  or the departm ent. The n o t i c e  of h e a r i n g  s h a l l  contain 

all n a m e s  b y  w h i c h  the m i n o r  has b e e n  I d e n t i f i e d  and shall state in

s u m m a r y  f o r m  the e f f e c t  o f  a d e c r e e  of adoption. N o t i c e  shall be

g i v e n  in the m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r  rules of civil p r o c e d u r e  for the 

s e r vice of p r o c e a s  in a c i v i l  a c t i o n  in this state or in any m anner  

the cou rt by o r d e r  directs. N o t i c e  b y  p u b l i c a t i o n  m a y  not b e  given 

unless,  for c o m p e l l i n g  reasons, the c o u r t  or ders it to be gi ven under

the p r o c e d u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in Rule 4 o f  the A l a s k a  R u l e s  of Clvil

P r o c e d u r e . P r o o f  of the g i v i n g  of the n o t i c e  shall be filed w i t h  the 

court b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is heard, subject to the tine l i m i t a t i o n s  in 

(e) of this section.

* Sec. 11. A S  25.23 ia a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 25.23. 125. INTERESTS O F  M I N O R  T O  BE ADOPTED. (a) If the 

pe r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  is a m i n o r  u n d e r  the age of 10 a n d  the p e r s o n  is 

of s u f f i c i e n t  age and i n t e l l i g e n c e  to state desires c o n c e r n i n g  the

adoption, the court shall c o n s i d e r  the person's desires.

(b) The court m a y  a p point a g u a r d i a n  ad litem or attorney, or 

both, u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 2 4 . 3 1 0  for a m i n o r  w h o  is to be adopted.

(c) The c ourt m a y  issue a p r o t e c t i v e  o r d e r  or o t h e r  o r d e r  that 

is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of a m i n o r  w h o  is to be adopted.

* Sec. 12. A S  25.23.130(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A final, d e c r e e  of adoption, w h e t h e r  issued b y  a court of

this state or of any othe r state, has the f o l l o w i n g  effect as to

-9- HCS SB 187(2d ju d)
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m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  or b e f o r e  a court o f  this state:

(1) except w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a spouse of the p e t i t i o n e r  and 

re l a t i v e s  of the spouse, to r e l i e v e  the n a t u r a l  paren ts of the adopte d 

p e r s o n  of all p a r e n t a l  rights  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d, except as 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, to termina te all legal r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  the n a t u r a l  p a rents  and o t h e r  relat ives 

of the a d o p t e d  person, so that the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e r e a f t e r  is a 

st r a n g e r  to the f o r m e r  r e l a t i v e s  for all p u r p o s e s  u d i n g  i n h e r i­

tance, unless the d ecree of a d o p t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  for c o n t i n­

uat i o n  of i n h e r i t a n c e  rights, and the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of documents, statutes, and ins truments, w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or 

after the a d o p t i o n  is decreed, w h i c h  d o  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  i n c l u d e  the 

p e r s o n  by narae or b y  some d e s i g n a t i o n  not  b a s e d  on a p a r e n t  and child  

o r  b l o o d  r e l ationsh ip* and

(2) to create the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p are nt and c h i l d  b e t w e e n  

p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  the a d o p t e d  person, as if the a d opted p e r s o n  w e r e  a 

b l o o d  d e s c e n d a n t  of the p e titioner,  for all p u r p o s e s  inclu d i n g  i n h e r i­

tance and a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  statutes, documents, and i n s t r u m e n t s , 

w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or a f t e r  the a d o p t i o n  is decreed, w h i c h  do not 

e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e  an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  f r o m  their o p e r a t i o n  or effect.

* Sec. 13. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  a u b a e c t l o n  to read:

(c) N o t h i n g  in this c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  an a d o ption that allows 

v i s i t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  and that p e r son's n a tur al p a r­

ents or o t h e r  relatives.

* Sec. 14. A S  25 .23.150(b) is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(b) The papers and r e cord s r e l a t i n g  to an a d o p t i o n  that are a 

part of the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of a court are subject to inspec t i o n  only 

u p o n  cons ent of the court. The p a pers and r e c o r d s  r e l ating to ar. 

a d o p t i o n  on file wi th the department, an agency, or an indiv idual arj 
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subject to i n s p e c t i o n  only w i t h  c o n s e n t  all intere s t e d  p e r sons 01 

b y  o r d e r  of a c o u r t  for good cause shown. E x c e p t  as pr o v i d e d  in this 

section, a d o p t i o n  r e co rds of the B u r e a u  of Vital S t a t i s t i c s  are s u b­

ject  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  18.50.

* Sec. 15. A S  2 5 . 23. 150(c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  law, or as a u t h o r i z e d  in 

w r i t i n g  by tha a d o p t e d  chil dx  if 14 or m o r e  years o f  age, o r  b y  the 

a d o p t i v e  parent, or u p o n  o r d e r  o f  the court for g o o d  c ause shown [IK 

E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] , a [NO] p e r s o n  m a y  not [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] disclose, 

the [NAME OR] i d e n t i t y  or address o f  e i t h e r  an a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or ar. 

a d o p t e d  child.

* Sec. 16. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0  ia a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) T h e  court m a y  o r d e r  the d i s c l o s u r e  of a natur al p a r ent's  

i d e n t i t y  or a d d r e s s  o n l y  if

(1) the court m a k e s  an express f i n d i n g  that the d i s c l o s u r e  

is r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  of a n o d i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  or other e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

c i r c umstance! a n d

(2) the n a t u r a l  parent, the a d o p t e d  child, and the adoptive  

p a r e n t s  are a f f o r d e d  p r o p e r  n o t i c e  and a hearing.

* Sec. 17. AS 25.23 ia a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e ction to read:

Sec. 25.23.1 73. I N D I A N  C H I L D  A D O P T I O N  REPORTS. A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  a

final d e c r e e  or o r d e r  in an Indian c h i l d  a d o p t i v e  placement, the court 

shall s e n d  to the S e c r e t a r y  o f  the I n t e r i o r  a copy of the d ecree or 

o r d e r  and o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  25 U.S.C. 1951 (3ec. 301(a) of 

the Indian C h i l d  W e l f a r e  A c t  of 1978).

'* Sec. 18. A S  25.23 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 25.23.18 5. R E C O R D S  A N D  INFORMATION. (a) At the time a 

p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i o n  is filed w i t h  the court, the agency or individu- j 

al p l a c i n g  the p e rson for adoption, or the petitioner, shall file with

-11- HCS SB 1 8 7 (?d Jud)
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Che court, for r e l e a s e  to the state r e g i s t r a r  of v i t a l  statis tics, the 

f o l l o v i n g  information, or an e x p l a n a t i o n  of its u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  on 

forms p r o v i d e d  by the department:

(J) the a d d ress of each  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  

certificate!

(2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 18.50.510;

(3) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  e a c h  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the ori ginal 

b i r c h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  r e c e i p t  o f  s copy of A S  18.50.500 - 

18.50.510 a nd an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  cf thos e p rovisi onal and

(4) a a t a t e o e n t  signed b y  e a c h  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the original 

b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  that indicates w h e t h e r  the p a r e n t  consents to d i s­

cl o s u r e  of the p a r e n t ' 8 i d e n t i t y  u n d e r  AS 18.50.5^0.

(b) U p o n  e n t r y  of a d e c r e e  o f  adoption,  the clerk o f  the court 

shall transm it to the B u r e a u  o f  V ital S t a t i s t i c s  the s t a t e m e n t  a n d  the 

in f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this section. The b u r e a u  shall 

a t t a c h  the s t a t ement and i n f o r m a t i o n  to the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  

of the a d o p t e d  person.

(c) A c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  shall 

m a i n t a i n  r e cords of the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to be f u r n i s h e d  to the 

court u n d e r  this s e ction o r  u n d & r  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

i m p l e m e n t i n g  this section. If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  ceases to place 

p e r s o n s  for adoption, it shall t r a n s f e r  its records to the c o m m i s s i o n­

er.

* Sec. 19. AS 2 5 . 2 3.230 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 25.23.230. REGULA T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall adopt r e g u­

lations n e c e s s a r y  to im ple m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  25.23. 185 - 25.- 

23.240 [AS 25.2 3.190 - 25.23.240].

* Sec. 20. AS 25.23.240 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(9) " s t e p p a r e n t” means  che s p o u s e  o f  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  of 
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the child r e s i d i n g  in the same househ o l d .

* Sec. 21. AS 4 4.21.410(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y  shall

(1) p e r f o r m  the duties of the p u b l i c  g u a r d i a n  u n d e r  AS 13.- 

26.360 - 13.26.410,

(2) p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  and expert s in g u a r d i a n s h i p  proceed-
i

ings u n d e r  A S  13.26.131,

(3) p r o v i d e  g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e a  s ervices to c h i l d r e n  in child 

p r o t e c t i o n  actio ns u n d e r  AS 47.1 7. 0 3 0 ( e )  and to w a r d s  and r es pondents  

in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h o  w i l l  s u f f e r  financial h a r d s h i p  or 

b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  or a p r i v a t e  person or 

ag e n c y  if the services  are not p r o v i d e d  at state expense u nder AS 13.-* 

26. 112,

(4) p r o v i d e  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings to re s p o n d e n t s  w h o  are f i n a n c i a l l y  u n a b l e  to e m p l o y  attorneys 

u n d e r  AS 13.26.106(b), to i n d i gent parties in cases i n v o lving child 

c u s t o d y  in w h i c h  the o p p o s i n g  party is r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  counsel pr o v i d e d  

by a p u b l i c  agency, a n d  to i n d igent p a rents or guardia ns of a m inor 

re s p o n d e n t  in a c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  che m i n o r  under 

AS 47.30.775,

(5) p r o v i d e  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and g u a r d i a n  ad litem 

services u n d e r  AS 25.24.310, in ca&es a r i s i n g  u n d e r  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r­

state C o m p a c t  on J u v e n i l e s  (AS 47.15), in cases i n v o l v i n g  petitions to 

adopt a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS 25.23.125(b) [AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( j ) ], in cases in­

v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to r emove  the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS 09.- 

55.590, in c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  AS 47.10.050(a), and in cases 

involvi ng i n d i g e n t  p e r s o n s  w h o  are e n t i t l e d  to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  under 

AS IS.85.100 and w h o  cannot b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by the public defend.r 

a g e n c y  b e cause  of a c o n f l i c t  of interests.

-13- HCS SB 187(2d Jud) j
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* Sec. 22. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 100(j) is repealed.

* Sec. 23. R E T R O A C T I V E  EFFECT, R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  D E N I A L  OF V I S I T A T I O N 

RIGHTS. (a) T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  to A S  25.23. 130 m a d e  b y  sec s . 13 and IA 

this A c t  are r e t r o a c t i v e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to

(1) an a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  in w h i c h  the s u p e r i o r  court g r ant ed

v i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s  to a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  or o t h e r  r e l a t i v e  of the adopted

person, and

(2) an a d o p t i o n  d ecree e n tered on or a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 198A, in 

w h i c h  the s u p e r i o r  court d e n i e d  & r e q u e s t  that a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  or other 

r e l a t i v e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  ba g r a n t e d  v i s i t a t i o n  rights, if the request 

w a s  m a d e  in the p l e a d i n g s  and the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is u n d e r  18 years of age.

(b> A  p a r t y  to an a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  (a)(2) of this section m a y  petition 

thv. art f or r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the denial  o f  v i s i t a t i o n  righto.

* Sec. 2A. This A c t  takes ef fect I m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.-

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

HCS SB 18? (2d  Jud) -IA-
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SUBJECT: Sectional analysis
HCS SB1S7 (2d Judiciary))

TO: Representative A1 Adams
Chairman, House Finance Committee

FROM: Edward H. Hein
Legislative Counsel

Section 1 provides that, for purposes of intestate 
STiccession, an adopted child inherits from the adoptive 
parents instead of the natural parents, unless the adoption 
decree specifically provides for continuation of inheritance 
rights through the natural parents. This eliminates a 
conflict between the adoption chapter and the intestate 
inheritance provisions.

Sec. 2 supplies the correct statutory reference for court 
ordered inspections of original birth certificates and other 
evidence of aaoption held by the bureau of vital statistics, 
and clarifies that the state registrar, not the regulations, 
must allow inspection by government agents.

Sec. 3 adds definitions to the vital statistics chapter, AS
T 5 .50.

Sec. A establishes procedures and restrictions for release 
o.i: intormation by the bureau of vital statistics to an 
adopted person regarding the person's biological parents. 
Proposed AS 18.50.500 would allow adopted persons 18 or 
older to ask the bureau to disclose the identity of the 
person's biological parents. The information may be dis­
closed only if the biological parent consents in writing. 
This section illustrates the form to be developed and 
provided by che department of Health and Social Services on 
which a biological parent mry give instructions regarding 
disclosure of his or her identity to the child. A biologi­
cal parent inav object or consent only to
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disclosure of his or her own name and address. If either 
parent objects, that parent's name will be deleted from the 
copy of the original birth certificate given to the adopted 
child. Adopted children 18 and older, as well as biological 
parents, may submit notices of changes of name and address 
to the bureau for attachment to the child's original birth 
certificate. A biological parent may obtain the name and 
address of his or her child from the state registrar if the 
child is 18 or older and has requested disclosure.

Proposed AS 18.50.510 requires the bureau of vital statis­
tics to provide to an adopted person 18 or older who 
requests the information, descriptive, historical, and 
medical information about the person's biological parents if 
the information is available from the bureau's adoption 
records.

Sec. 5 provides that a consent form for an adoption must 
include a statement of the right to withdraw consent, an 
acknowledgement that the consenter received a copy or the 
form, and a statement of whether the child is an Indian 
child for purposes of compliance with the Indian Child V,'el- 
far e Act.

Sec. 6 incorporates into the consent to an adoption a 
power of attorney giving the adoptive parents powers regard­
ing the child's care, custody, property, etc., unless spe­
cifically limited in the consent form. The power of attor­
ney is good for one year, or longer if the court approves 
for good cause. The court's extension beyond one year is 
not contained in AS 13.26.020. The power of attorney would 
not expire on the death or disability of the consenter, 
unless the consent form said so. C.f., AS 13.26.325 - 
13.26.330. This section is not to be construed as altering 
requirements of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children.

Sec. 7 clarifies when the 10-day period for automatic v.ith- 
tirawal of consent to an adoption begins to run.

Sec. 8 is a cross-reference to AS 35.23.185(a), which is 
allele d in sec. 18 of the bill.

Sec. 9 deletes the definition of "stepparent," which is 
transferred to the definitions section, AS 25.23.240 by vec. 
20 of the bill. Sue. 9 a1so changes the second sentence of 
AS 25.23.100(a) from the passive voice to the active voice.
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Sec. 10 authorizes the court in an adoption proceeding to 
order notice by publication of an adoption hearing for com­
pelling reasons. This is intended to assist in notifying 
persons entitled to notice by law, but who cannot otherwise 
be found.

Sec. 11 requires the court in an adoption proceeding to 
consider the wishes of a minor under 10 who is to be adopt­
ed, if the minor is of "sufficient age and intelligence to 
state desires concerning the adoption." The authority of 
the court to appoint a guardian ad litem or attorney for a 
minor who is to be adopted is transferred here from AS 
25.23.100(j ), which is then repealed in sec. 22 of the bill. 
A.lso, the court is authorized by sec. 11 to issue protective 
orders and other orders that are in the best interest of a 
minor who is to be adopted.

Sec. 12 provides that an allowing visitation by natural
parents or relatives is an exception to the requirement that 
an adoption decree terminates all legal relationships
between an adopted person and the natural parents and rela­
tives. (See sec. 13 comments.)

Sec, 13 makes clear that visitation between adopted chil­
dren and their natural parents and relatives is not prohib­
ited. This change is intended to resolve confusion on this 
question caused by the language of AS 25.23.130(a)(1), which 
says that the effect of an adoption is "to terminate ail 
legal relationships between the adopted person and the natu­
ral parents and other relatives of the adopted person, so 
that the adopted person thereafter is a stranger to the for­
mer relatives for all. purposes . . This change has the
effect of reversing the Alaska Supreme Court's lidding in 
the case of In re W.E.G. and J.R G., Op. Mo. 2998 (Dec. 6, 
1985).

Sec. 14 makes clear that court adoption records may be in­
spected only with the court's consent; adoption records held 
by the Department of Health ar.d Social Services, an adoption 
agency, or individuals may be inspected only with the con­
sent of all interested persons or by court order; and that,
excepted as provided here, adoption records held by the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics may be inspected only in accor­
dance with AS 18.50.

Sec. 15 adds to AS 25.23.150(c) an exception for disclo­
sures of the name or identity of adoptive parents and
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adopted children under proposed AS 18.50.500 - 18.50.510, 
and other provisions of law related to disclosure of 
adoption records that might be in conflict with this sub­
section if the exception were not inserted.

Sec. 16 allows a court to disclose a natural parent's iden­
tity and address only for a medical emergency or other
extraordinary circumstance and with due process protections 
for the adopted child, the natural parents and the adoptive 
parents.

Sec. 17 incorporates into state law the federal requirement
of reporting Indian child adoptions to the Secretary of the 
Interior under provisions of the Indian Child Welfare Act.

Sec. 18 specifies information that must be filed with the
court with the petition for adoption and that must be trans­
mitted by the court clerk to the state registrar of vital 
statistics. This is the information needed for the opera­
tion of AS 18.50.500 - 18.50.510. This section also re­
quires private adoption agencies to maintain records con­
taining this same information, and to transfer its records 
to the commissioner of health and social services i f  the 
agency discontinues adoption placements.

Sec. 19 corrects a statutory reference i n  existing l a w  to 
provide for the addition of a new statute added by sec. 18 
of the bill.

Sec. 20 adds a definition of "stepparent" for purposes of 
the adoption chapter, AS 25.23. See comments under sec. 9 
of this sectional analysis.

Sec. 21 corrects a statutory ref ere ;.e necessitated by the 
repeal and transfer of AS 25.23.100( ,) . See comments under 
sec. 11 of this sectional analysis.

Sec. 22 repeals AS 2 5 . 2 3 .100(j) . See comments under sec.
T 1  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s .

S e c .  2 3  a p p l i e s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  r e t r o a c t i v e . ! ^  
t o  c e r t a i n  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e s  t h a t  w e r e  e n t e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a c t  a n d  t h a t  I n v o l v e d  v i s i t a t i o n  

r i g h t s  b v  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  o r  r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  a d o p t i v e  

c h i l d .  T h e  s e c t i o n  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e s  a p r o c e d u r e  f o r  r e q u e s t ­
i n g  a  c o u r t  t o  r e c o n s i d e i '  a  d e n i a l  o f  s u c h  - ' i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s  
i n  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e s  e n t e r e d  o n  o r  a f t e r  J . m u a r v  1, 1 9 8 4 .
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Sec. 24 provides For an immediate effective date.

EHH:mkr 
M2:137
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BY T H E  H E A L T H ,  E T U C A T I O N  
A M D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E ET.N T H E  S E N A T E

H J U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 187 (2d H E SS)

CM T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  AI.ASKA 

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  Act: e n t i t ' e d :  " An A c t  relating, to a d o p t i o n s  ar I p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY ’HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. \S 1 3 . 1 1 . 0 4 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. I .11.045. M E A N I N G  O F  " C H I L D "  A N D  R E L A T E D  T E R M S .  If, for 

p u r p o s e s  n T i n t e s t a t e  s u c c e s s i o n ,  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

m u s t  he esi tblished to d e t e r m i n e  s u c c e s s i o n  by, t h r o u g h ,  o r  f r o m  a 

p e r s o n ,

(I a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is the c h i l d  o f  an  a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t

a nd riot 6 I the n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  u n l e s s  the d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n  

s p e c i f  L e a l ly p r o v i d e s  for the c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s

[ E X C E P T  T H A T  A D O P T I O N  O F  A C H I L D  BY T H E  S P O U S E  O F  A N A T URAL P A R E N T  H A S  

NO  E F F E C T  O N  T H E  R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  T H E  C H I L D  A N D  E I T H E R  N A T U R A L  

P A R E N T  I;

(2) in c a s e s  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  (1) o f  this s e c t i o n ,  a p e r s o n  

bor n  o u t  o f  w e d l o c k  is a c h i l d  o f  the m o t h e r ;  tha t  p e r s o n  is a l s o  a 

c h i l d  o f  the f a t h e r ,  if:

( A ) t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a m a r r i a g e  

c e r e m o n y  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  the b i r t h  o f  the c h i l d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  the 

a t t e m p t e d  m a r r i a g e  is void; or

(B) t he p a t e r n i t y  is e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  an a d j u d i c a t i o n  

b e f o r e  the d e a t h  o f  the f a t h e r  o r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e a f t e r  by 

c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  proo f ,  e x c e p t  that t he p a t e r n i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  this s u b p a r a g r a p h  is i n e f f e c t i v e  to q u a l i f y  t he f a t h e r  or

-1- M C S  SB  1 8 7 ( 2 d  HESS)
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i h e  f a t h e r ' s  k i n d r e d  to i n h e r i t  f r o n  o r  t h r o u g h  t he c h i l d  u n l e s s  

:he f a t h e r  h a s  o p e n l y  t r e a t e d  the c h i J d  as the f a t h e r ' s ,  a n d  h as 

iot r e f  ised to s u p p o r t  the child.

Sec. 2. A S  I d . 5 0 . 220(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) W i e n  a  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  . c t u a l  

p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  of  b i r t h  s h a l l  be  s h own. T h e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be  

s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h . a n d

(1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  the e v i d e n c e  

a d o p t i o n  o r  l e g i t i m a t i o n  a re n o t  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n

o r d e r  of  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  25.2.3.150; h o w e v e r ,  too s t a t e  

r e g i s t r ar [0P. A S  P R O V I D E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N :  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N ]

Bhal) a l l o w  i n s p e c t i o n  by  an a g e n t  o f  the s t a t e  or  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

a c t i n g  in th< p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  the, a g e n t ' s  [1110] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

(2) u p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  a n  a d o p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

v a c a t e d ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h a l l  he  r e s t o r e d  to its 

p l a c e  in the f i l e s  a n d  the n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  e v i d e n c e  are no t  s u b­

je c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  o f  a s u p e r i o r  court.

See. 3. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 3 7 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(16) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a d o p t e d  a n o t h­

er p e r s o n  u n d e r  AS  25.23:

(15) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  on the. o r i g i­

nal c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  o f  an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

(If) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  6 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

(17) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  h e a l t h  a n d  

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

(18) " m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y "  i n c l u d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to a 

p e r s o n ' s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  an d  t r e a t m e n t ,  i m m u n i z a t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  a nd 

o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the p e r s o n  that c o u l d  be  i m p o r t a n t  to

SB 1 8 7 ( 2 d  H E S S )  -2-



the h e a l t h  c a r e  o f  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .

Sec. 6. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read;

A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  TO A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N . (a) E x c e p t  as

p r o v i d e d  in (b) o f  this s e c t i o n ,  u p o n  r e c e i v i n g  a r e q u e s t  by  an  a d o p t­

ed p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e  or  o l d e r  f o r  t he i d e n t i t y  o f  a b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  o f  the p e r s o n ,  t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the p e r s o n  

w i t h  a n  u n c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  the p e r s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  

a n d  a n y  c h a n g e  in the p a r e n t ' s  n a m e  or  a d d r e s s  a t t a c h e d  to the c e r t i f­

icate, if

(I) t he b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ' s  c o n s e n t  to d i s c l o s u r e  is on

file w i t h  th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r ;  or

(?.) a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  to d i s c l o s u r e  is n o t  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  

the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s e n d s  a 

n o t i c e  o f  the r e q u e s t  to the b i o l o g i c a l  parent: a t  the p a r e n t ' s  m o s t

c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  c o n t a i n e d  in the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r’s a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s ;

the n o t i c e  shall be  s e n t  b y  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l ,  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  r e q u e s t e d ,  

d e l i v e r a b l e  to 'lie a d d r e s s e e  only.

(f>) T h e  s a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  n o t  d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  of 

a b i o l o g i c a l  pa  ent, e x c e p t  as r e q u i r e d  by  the c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . -  

150, if a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  to d i s c l o s u r e  u n d e r  (a) o f  t his s e c t i o n  is 

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t

(1) w h e n  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is 17 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r ;  or

(2) w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  n o t i c e  is m a i l e d  u n d e r

(a) r>r this sec inn.

(c) If or: j b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a g r e e s  to d i s c l o s u r e ,  b u t  the o t h e r  

b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o b j e c t s ,  t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  r e m o v e  t h e  n a m e  

o f  t h e  o b j e c t i i g  p a r e n t  b e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  to the 

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c tion.
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(d) An a d o p t e d  r ersor. 18 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r  o r  a b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  m a y  submit: to » be s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a n o t i c e  o f  c h a n g e  o f  n a m e  or 

a d d r e s s .  T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  a t t a c h  t he i n f o r m a t i o n  to the 

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t he p e r s o n  o r  o f  the a d o p t e d  c h i l d  o f  

the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .  T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  to a b i o -  

1 igical p a r e n t ,  u p o n  r e q u e s t ,  the m o s c  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t he 

p a r e n t ' s  c h i l d  t h a t  a p p e a r  in  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r ' s  a d o p t i o n  files.

Sec. 18.50.510, D E S C R I P T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  B I O L O G I C A L  

P A R E N T S . (a) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall, at the r e q u e s t  o f  an a d o p­

tive parent: o r  o f  an  ; d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r ,  r e l e a s e  

the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the 

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  of the a d o p t e d  pei'son i f  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the 

r e g i s t r a r ' s  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s :

(1) the a g e  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  on  the d a y  th e  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  w a s  b o r n ;

(2) t he h e r i t a g e  of  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  to i n c l u d e :

(A) n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;

(B) et inic b a c k g r o u n d ;  anc

(C) tribal m e m b e r s h i p ;

(3) the pi' d i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n a  o f  

b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

(A) the n u m b e r  of  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t he b i o l o g i­

cal p a r e n t  by t he d a y  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  b o rn;

(5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  :he b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  on  the

d a y  Che a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w a s  be : n , i n c l u d i n g  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o l o r

o f  h a i r ,  e y e s  a n d  skin;

(6) th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  of  the b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t ;

(7) w h e t h e r  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w a s  ali.ve at the t i m e  of 
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(fi) t he r e l i g i o n  o f  t he b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;  a n d  

(9) other* i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  for 

d i s c l o s u r e  to th : chil d .

(b) I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  on  a 

s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r . T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  not 

i n c l u d e  the n a m e  o f  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  or  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  not 

l i s t e d  in (a) oi t h i s  s e c t i o n .

Gee. 5. AS  2 5 . 1 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  consent* to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be e x e c u t e d  at  any 

tim e  a f t e r  the b i r t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d  in  t he p r e s e n c e  of t h e  c o u r t  o r  in 

the p r e s e n c e  o f  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i s e d  to t ake a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .  The

c o n s e n t  ic n o t  v a l i d  u n l e s s

(1) the, c o n s e n t  f o r m  s t a t e s  t h a t  the p e r s o n  c o n s e n t i n g  to 

the a d o p t i o n  h a s  t he r i g h t  to w i th d r a w  that c o n s e n t  as p r o v i d e d  i i 

AG  .25 .23. O ' 0(h); a nd

; 2)___the p e r s o n  c o n s e n t i n g  to t he a d o p t i o n  a c k n o w l e d g e s

r e c e i p t  o f  a c o p y  of  the c o n s e n t  form.

Sec. 6. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e ad:

(c) A consent: e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  as a 

p o w e r  of  a t t o r n e y  u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 2 6 . 0 2 0 .  U n l e s s  t h e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  p r o­

vide s  o t h e w i s e ,  a n d  r e g a r d l e s :  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  f orm n a m e s  or i d e n­

ti f i e s  th e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  t ' e  c o n s e n t  d e l e g a t e s  tr the a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t  all cowers t h a t  m a y  be d e l e g a t e d  u n d e r  AS  1 3 . 2 6 . ( 2 0 .  T h e  p o w e r  

of  a t t o r n e y  t a k e s  e f f e c t  w h e n  t he c h i l d  is d e l i v e r e d  t • the a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t ,  a n d  r e m a i n s  in e f f e c t  as l o n g  as the c o n s e n t  is in e f f e c t ;  b ut 

the p o w e r  f a t t o r n e y  is n o t  e f f e c t i v e  b e y o n d  o n e  y e ar, u n l e s s  the 

c o u r t  e::tc ds it f o r  g o o d  c a u s e .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y  d o e s  n o t

t e r m i n a t e  >n t he d e a t h  o r  d i s a b i l i t y  of the p e r s o n  e x e c u t i n g  the
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c o n s e n t ,  u n l e s s  the c o n s e n t  f o r m  so s t a t e s .

Sec. 7. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  m a y  b e  w i t h d r a w n  b e f o r e  the e n t r y  o f  a 

d e c r e e  of  a d i p t i o n ,  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  a f t e r  the c o n s e n t  is g i v e n , by  

d e l i v e r i n g  w ' i t t e n  n o t i c e  to the p e r s o n  o b t a i n i n g  the c o n s e n t ,  or  

a f t e r  t he 1 0 - d a y  p e r i o d ,  if  t h e  c o u r t  f i n d s ,  a f t e r  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r­

t u n i t y  to b e  h e a r d  is a f f o r d e d  co p e t i t i o n e r ,  the p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  the 

w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  the a g e n c y  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  f or a d o p t i o n ,  t h a t  the 

w i t h d r a w a l  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t he p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d  a n d  the 

c o u r t  o r d e r s  the w i t h d r a w a l .

* .hoc. 8, AS  2 5 . 7 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 

the b i r t h  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to be  a d o p t e d ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  the i n f o r­

m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 ( a ) ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  the r e q u i r e d  

c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  be  f i l e d  w i t h  

the c l erk.

* Sec. 9. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 0 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of  a p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  a m i n o r ,  the c o u r t  

sh.i? 1 fix a t i m e  ar.d p l a c e  f or h e a r i n g  th e  p e t i t i o n .  At  l e a s t  20 day s  

b e f o r e  the d a t e  of  h e a r i n g ,  t he p e t i t i o n e r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  o f  the 

f i l i n g  o f  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  of the t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  of  h e a r i n g  [ S H A L L  RE 

G I V E N  RY T H E  P E T I T I O N E R ]  to (1) the d e p a r t m e n t ,  u n l e s s  the a d o p t i o n  is 

by i s t e p p a r e n t  o f  th e  c h ild; (2) a n y  a g e n c y  o r  p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  

to t h e  a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  b y  this c h a p t e r ,  b u t  w h o  h a s  n o t  c o n s e n t­

ed; a n d  (3) a p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  is d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  u p o n  a n y  g r o u n d  

m e n t i o n e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  (2), (3), (6), (7), (8) a n d  (9), b ut 

w h o  h a s  n o t  c o n s e n t e d .  T h e  n o t i c e  to t he d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  a c c o m­

p a n i e d  b y  a c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  [IN T H I S  S U B S E C T I O N ,  " S T E P P A R E N T "  

M E A N S  T H E  S P O U S E  O F  A  N A T U R A L  P A R E N T  O F  T H E  C H I L D  R E S I D I N G  IN T H E  S A M E  
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'■ Gcr. ID. AS  .75.23.100(b) is ar e n d e d  to read:

(b) tloti.ee to p e r s o n s  s p e c i f i e d  in  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 5 0  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a

s t a t e m e n t  of the g r o u n d s  u n d e - w h i c h  c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is n ot

r e q u i r e d .  N o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d e q u a t e  to g i v e  

a c t u a l  n o t i c e  of  the p r o c e e d i n g s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

l a n g u a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  k n o w n  o r  r e a s o n a b l y  ascertaina.ble by  

the p e t i t i o n e r  or the d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  n o t i c e  o f  b e a r i n g  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  

d l l  n a m e s  b y  w h i c h  the m i n o r  h as b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  s h a l l  s t a t e  in

s u m m a r y  f o r m  t he e f f e c t  o f  a d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n .  N o t i c e  s h a l l  be

give, in the m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r  r u l e s  o f  c i v i l  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  the 

s e r v i c e  of p r o c e s s  in  a c i v i l  a c t i o n  in  this s t a t e  or  i n  a n y  m a n n e r  

the c o u r t  by o r d e r  d i r e c t s .  N o t i c e  by p u b l i c a t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  g i v e n  

u n l e s s ,  !~or c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n s ,  th e  c o u r t  o r d e r s  1 1 to b e  g i v e n  u n d e r  

t h e  p r o c e d u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in U u l e  4 o f  the A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  

P r o c e d u r e . P r o o f  o f  t he g i v i n g  of the n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  the 

c o u r t  b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is h e a r d ,  s u b j e c t  to the time l i m i t a t i o n s  in 

( e ) of this s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 1 I. A S  '’5.23 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec:. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 2 5 .  I N T E R E S T S  O P  M I N O R  TO  PE  A D O P T E D .  (a) If the

p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d  is a m i n o r  u n d e r  the ag e  o f  10 a n d  the p e r s o n  is 

o f  s u f f i c i e n t  a g e  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  to s t a t e  d e s i r e s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

a d o p t i o n ,  the c o u r t  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  th e  p e r s o n ' s  d e s i r e s .

(b) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m  o r  a t t o r n e y  u n d e r

A S  7.5.24.310 f o r  a m i n o r  w h o  is to be  a d o pted.

(c) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  i s s u e  a p r o t e c t i v e  o r d e r  or  o t h e r  o r d e r  that

is in t he ..est i n t e r e s t  of a m i n o r  w h o  is to b e  a d o p t e d .

Sec. 12. AG  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f i n a l  c e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i s s u e d  b y  a c o u r t  of
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t his stnt*. o r  of n n v  o t h e r  state, has the F o l l o w i n g  c';re ct as to 

m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  or  b e f o r e  r. c o u r t  of this state:

(1) e x c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a s p o u s e  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  a nd 

r e l a t i v e s  o f  t he s p o u s e ,  to r e l i e v e  th e  n a t u r a l  o a r e n t s  of  t h e  a d o p t e d

p e r s o n  o f  a l l  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  n n d t except: as

p r o v i d ed in (c) of  this s e c t i o n , to t e r m i n a t e  all l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  an d  the n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  

O ’ the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  so  t h a t  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e r e a f t e r  is a 

s t r a n g e r  to the f o r m e r  r e l a t i v e s  f or a l l  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n h e r i­

tance, u n l e s s  t he d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  Tor  c o n t i n­

u a t i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  d o c u m e n t s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or 

a f t e r  the a d o p t i o n  is d e c r e e d ,  w h i c h  do  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  i n c l u d e  the 

p e r s o n  by  n a m e  or b y  s o m e  d e s i g n a t i o n  not b a s e d  on  a p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

o r  b l o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  a nd

(X) to c r e a t e  t he r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  

p e t i t i o n e r  and the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  as  if the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w e r e  a 

b l o o d  descendant, of the p e t i t i o n e r ,  for a l l  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n h e r i­

ta n c e  a n d  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  s t a t u t e s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  

w h e th e r e x e c u t e d  bofrv * nr a f t e r  the a d o p t i o n  Is d e c r e e d , w h i c h  do  not 

e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e  an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  or  e f f ect. 

Sec. 13. AS  25.23. 130 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) llothing In this c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  an a d o p t i o n  tha t  a l l o w s

v i s i t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a nd t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  n a t u r a l  

p a r e n t s  or- o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s .

Sec. 14. A S  35.7.3. 150(b) is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(b) T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an  a d o p t i o n  that a r e  a 

p a r t  of  the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of  a c o u r t  a r e  subject: to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y

u p o n  c o n s e n t  o f  the c o urt. T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to art
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a d o p t i o n  on f ile w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  an  a g e n c y , o r  ai  indi 'idual a r e  

s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  o f  al l  i n t e r e s t e d  ter sorts o r  

b y  o r d e r  o.C a c o u r t  f or g o o d  c a u s e  show n .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in this 

se c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  s u b­

je c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  18.50.

* Sec. 15. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  law, o r  as a u t h o r i s e d  in 

w r i t i n g  by  t he a d o p t e d  c h i l d ^  i f  14 or m o r e  y e a r s  o f  age, or  b y  the 

a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  o r  u p o n  o r d e r  of t he c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  TIE 

E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] ,  a I NO] p e r s o n  m a y  n o t [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e  

the [N A M E  OR] i.donti t; o r  a d d r e s s  o f  e i t h e r  an a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or  an 

a d o p t e d  c h i l d .

See. 16. AS  25.2.3. 150 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s c c t i o  • to i*ead: 

(tl) T h e  c o u r t  r a y  o r d e r  the d i s c l o s u r e  o f  a nntuir: 1. p a r e n t ' s

i d e n t i t y  or a d d r e s s  o n l y  if

(1) the c o u r t  m a k e s  an e x p r e s s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  th e  d i s c l o s u r e  

is r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  of  a m e d i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  o r  o t h e r  er i r n o r d i n a r y

c i rcuinsfence; a n d

(2) (In' n a tural p a r e n t ,  the a d o p t e d  c h i l d ,  a n d  t lie ; d e p r i v e  

p a r e n t s  a rc a f f o r d e d  p r o p e r  n o t i c e  a nd a h e a r i n g .

• See. 17. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

See. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 7 3 .  I N D I A N  CHILI A D O P T I O N  R E P O R T S .  A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  ?

final d e c r e e  or  o r d e r  in an I n d i a n  c h i l d  a d o p t i v e  p l a c e m e n t ,  the couri 

shall s e n d  to the S e c r e t a r y  o f  the I n t e r i m  a. c o p y  o f  the d e c r e e  or 

o r d e r  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  25 H . S.C. 1931 (sec. 301(a) o 

I lie I n d i a n  C h i l d  I'eJfarc A c t  of 1:78).

" Sec. 18. AS  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

S e c . 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 5 .  R E C O R D S  A M D  I H F O R M A T T O ! 1. (a ) At the t imo a

p e t i t i o n  ror a d o p t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t ,  the a g e n c y  or
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i nd victual p l a c i n g  t he p e r s o n  for a d o p t i o n ,  o r  t ie p e t i t i o n e r ,  s h a l l  

t i l’ w i t h  the. court, f or r e l e a s e  to the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o f  v i t a l  

Ki.r i K i ics. the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  its 

u n a  n i l a b i l i t y ,  on f o r m s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t :

(1) t h e  a d d r e s s  of  e a c h  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  t he o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  

car' i’*i cate.;

(2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 ;

(3) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  ?ach p a r e n t  n a m e d  or t h e  o r i g i n a l  

b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  r e c e i p t  of  a c o p y  o f  iS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 

1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  a nd an u n d e  vs t aiding o'" t h ose p r o v i s i o n s ;  a n d

(4) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  e a c h  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on  the o r i y i n a l  

b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  that i n d i c a t e s  w h e t h e r  the p a r e n t  coi s o n t s  to d i s­

c l o s u r e  of  the p a r e n t ' s  i d e n t i t y  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  an d  a c k n o w l e d g e s  

that a r e f u s a l  to c o n s e n t  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  o n l v  if 

r e a f f i r m e d  a l t e r  ho a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  h a s  r e a c h e d  17 y e a r s  of age.

(I>) U p o n  ar try o f  a d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n ,  the c l e r k  o f the court, 

shall t r a n s m i t  to the B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  the s t a t e m e n t  a nd t h e  

i n < ovfia.t ion p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) ol this s e c t i o n .  T h e  b u r e a u  shal l 

a t t a c h  the station nit a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  to t he o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  ct r t i f i c n t o  

of  'lu: a d o p t e d  pi son.

(c) A c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 ,  00 s h a l l  

ran! t ain r e c o r d s  o f  the infoi-mation r e q u i r e d  to b e  f u r n i s h e d  to the 

cou, t u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  or  under- r e g u l a t i o n s  o t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

imp a m e n  ting this s e c t i o n .  If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  c e a s e s  to p l a c e  

p e r  Oils '"o'- a d o p t i o n ,  it s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  i^ s  r e c o r d s  to the c o m m i s s i o n­

er .

•Sec. 19. AS  0 5 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . ( 3 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u­

l a t i o n s  n e c e s s e r / to i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  o "  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5  - 
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25. 3 . 240 [AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 9 0  - 2 5 . 2 3 . 2 4 0 ]

* S e c  20. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 2 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(9) " s t e p p a r e n t "  m e a n s  t he s p o u s e  o f  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  of 

the c h i l d  r e s i d i n g  in t he s a m e  h o u s e h o l d .

Sec. 21. AS  4 4 . 2 1 . 4 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(a) T h e  o f f i c e  of  p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y  s h a l l

(1) o e r f o r m  t he d u t i e s  o f  t he p u b l i c  g u a r d i a n  u n d e r  AS  

1 3 . 2 0 . 3 6 0  - 13 . ! 6 . 4 1 0 ;

(2) p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  a n d  e x p e r t s  in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings u n d e r  A S  13. 2 6 . 1 3 1 ;

(3) p r o v i d e  g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m  s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  in c h i l d  

p r o t e c t i o n  a c t i o n s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 7 . 0 3 0 ( e )  a n d  to w a r d s  a nd r e s p o n d e n t s  

in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h o  w i l l  s u f f e r  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  or 

b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  i r  a p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  or

a g e n c y  if the s e r v i c e s  a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e  u n d e r  AS

13.26. 1 12;

(4) p r o v i d e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in g u a r d i a n s h i p  p r o c e e d­

ings to r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  u n a b l e  to e m p l o y  a t t o r n e y s  

u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 2 6 . 1 0 6 ( b ) ,  to i n d i g e n t  p a r t i e s  in c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  

c u s t o d y  in w h i c h  t he o p p o s i n g  p a r t y  is r e p r e s e n t e d  by  c o u n s e l  p r o v i d e d  

b y  a p u b l i c  a g e n c y ,  a nd to i n d i g e n t  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  a m i n o r  

r e s p o n d e n t  in a c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t he m i n o r  u n d e r  

AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 7 5 ;

(5) p r o v i d e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  g u a r d i a n  ad  l i t e m

s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 4 . 3 1 0 ;  i n  e a s e s  a r i s i n g  u n d e r  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r­

s t a t e  C o m p a c t  o n  J u v e n i l e s  (AS 4 7 . 1 5 ) ;  in c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to 

a d o p t  a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS  25.23. 1 2 5 (b) [AS 25.2 3 .  1 0 0 (1)); in c a s e s  i n­

v o l v i n g  p e t i t i o n s  to r e m o v e  the d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  a m i n o r  u n d e r  AS 09.- 

5 5 . 5 9 0 ;  in c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0 ( a ) ;  a n d  in c a s e s
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i n v o l v i n g  i n d i g o u t  p e r s o n s  w h o  are e n t i t l e d  to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  u n d e r  

A S  18 . 8 5 . 1 0 0  a n d  w h o  c a n n o t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r  

a g e n c y  b e c a u s e  o f  a c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s .

See. 2.2. A S  25.23. 100(j) is l-epealeci.

* Sec. 23. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  to A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  m a d e  b y  secs. 13 a nd 14 of

this A c t  a r e  r e t r o a c t i v e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to

(1) an  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  in  w h i c h  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  g r a n t e d  

v i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s  to a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  o r  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e  of the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n ; and

(0 ) an a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  e n t e r e d  on or a f t e r  J a n u a r y  I, 1904, in

w h i c h  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  d e n i e d  a r e q u e s t  t h a t  a n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  or  o t h e r

r e l a t i v e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b e  g r a n t e d  v i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s ,  if the r e q u e s t  

w a s  m a d e  in t h e  p l e a d i n g s  a n d  t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is u n d e r  13 y e a r s  o f  age; 

a p a r t y  to a n  a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  m a y  p e t i t i o n  the c o u r t  f or 

recoils i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  v i s i t a t i o n  rights.

Sec. 24. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  O h ­

i o . 070(c) .
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O ffe re d :  5/9/85
R e fe r re d :  F in a n ce

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 187 ( J u d i c i a r y )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f or a n

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) W h e n  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t he a c t u a l  

p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  of b i r t h  s h a l l  be  s h own. T h e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be 

s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h ,  a n d

(1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  t he e v i d e n c e

of a d o p t i o n  o r  l e g i t i m a t i o n  a r e  n ot s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n

o r d e r  of t he s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ; h o w e v e r ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  [OR A S

P R O V I D E D  B Y  R E G U L A T I O N ;  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N )  s h a l l  a l l o w  i n s p e c­

t i o n  by  a n  a g e n t  of the s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in the

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  a g e n t 's [HIS] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

(2) u p o n  r e c e i p t  of  a r e p o r t  that a n  a d o p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

v a c a t e d ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h a l l  be  r e s t o r e d  to its 

p l a c e  i n  t he f i l e s  a n d  th e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  e v i d e n c e  a re n o t  s u b­

je c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  of  a s u p e r i o r  cour t .

* Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 3 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read;

(14) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a d o p t e d  a n o t h -  

ei p e r s o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 ;

(15) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  t he o r i g i­

na l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  of  an  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

(16) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y” m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

O r ig in a l  sp o n so rs :  Rodey, P . F i s c h e r ,
S tu rg u le w s k i  and K e r t t u l a
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1 (17) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d

2 s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

3 (18) " s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r "  m e a n s  t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d

4 u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .

5 *  Sec. 3. A S  1 8 . 5 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

6 A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

7 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) E x c e p t  as

8 p r o v i d e d  in (b) of thi s  s e c t i o n ,  u p o n  r e c e i p t  b y  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r

9 of  a e q u e s t  by  an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of  a g e  o r  o l d e r  f o r  t he

10 i d e n t i t y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  the s t a t e

11 r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w i t h  a n  u n c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of

12 the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  of t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  if

13 (1) a  c o n s e n t  to d i s c l o s u r e  by a p a r e n t  n a m e d  i n  the o r i g i -

14 u al b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  is on  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r ;  or

15 (2) w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  of  t h e  r e q u e s t  is s e n t  by

16 c e r t i f i e d  m a il, r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  r e q u e s t e d ,  to t he p a r e n t  or  p a r e n t s

17 n a m e d  in the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  d e l i v e r a b l e  to t he a d d r e s s e e

18 only, a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  to d i s c l o s u r e  is n o t  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the

19 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  or  p a r e n t s  named.

20 (b) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  n o t  d i s c l o s e  t he n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  of

21 a n  o b j e c t i n g  p a r e n t ,  e x c e p t  as r e q u i r e d  by the c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . -

22 150, if a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  to d i s c l o s u r e  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  is

23 r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the p a r e n t

24 (1) a f t e r  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  is at l e a s t  17 y e a r s  of age;

25 or

26 (2) w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  n o t i c e  is m a i l e d  u n d e r

27 (a) of  thi s  s e c t i o n .

28 (c) If  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  in  a n  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a g r e e s  to

29 d i s c l o s u r e  an d  the o t h e r  p a r e n t  n a m e d  in t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o b j e c t s
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1 to d i s c l o s u r e ,  th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  r e m o v e  the n a m e  of  the ob-

2 j e c t i n g  p a r e n t  b e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  to an a d o p t e d

3 p e r s o n  u n d e r  (a) of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

4 (d) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shal l ,  at the r e q u e s t  of a b i o l o g i c a l

5 p a r e n t  of  an a d o p t e d  c h ild, a t t a c h  the p a r e n t ' s  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a nd

6 a d d r e s s  to the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  o f  the a d o p t e d  child.

7 T h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  s h a l l  be r e l e a s e d  to the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  in  a c c o r -

8 d a n c e  w i t h  (a) o f  this s e c tion.

9 (e) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall, at the r e q u e s t  of  a n  a d o p t e d

10 p e r s o n  o v e r  18 y e a r s  o f  age, a t t a c h  the p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  to

11 the p e r s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  ot b i r t h  f o r  r e l e a s e  to the p e r s o n ' s

12 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  t h a t  p a r e n t ' s  r e q u e s t .

13 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  D E S C R I P T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  B I O L O G I C A L

14 P A R E N T S .  (a) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall, at th e  r e q u e s t  of  a n  a d op-

15 t i v e  p a r e n t  of a p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  o n  o r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1986, or of an

16 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of a g e  or  o l der, r e l e a s e  the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r -

17 m a t  i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n«.r.?d o n  the o r i g _ n a l  b i r t h

18 c e r t i f i c a t e  of t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the r e g i s t r a r ' s

19 r e c o r d s :

20 (1) t h e  ag e  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  t he b i r t h  d a t e  of the

21 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

22 (2) t h e  h e r i t a g e  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  to i n c l u d e :

23 (A) n a t i o n a l  o r i gin;

24 (B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  and

25 (C) t r i b a l  m e m b e r s h i p ;

26 (3) th e  h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a nd of  b l o o d

27 r e l a t i v e s  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

28 (4) t h e  n u m b e r  of  y e a r s  of s c h o o l  c o m p l e t e d  by a b i o l o g i c a l

29 p a r e n t  by t he b i r t h  d a t e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;
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1 (5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  the

2 b i r t h  d a t e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o l o r

3 of hair, e y e s  a n d  skin;

4 (6) t he e x i s t e n c e  of o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  of a b i o L - g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

5 (7) w h e t h e r  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w a s  a l i v e  at t h e  t i m e  of

6 a d o p t i o n ;

7 (8) t h e  r e l i g i o n  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;  a nd

8 (9) a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t

9 f o’- d i s c l o s u r e  to the child.

10 (b, I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) of thi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be o n  a

11 s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  by  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  n o t

12 i n c l u d e  the n a m e  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  or  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  n ot

13 l i s t e d  in (a) of this s e c t i o n .

14 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0 .  A S S I S T A N C E  T O  R E G I S T R A R  IN O B T A I N I N G  I N F O R M A -

15 T I ON. At  the r e q u e s t  o f  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  th e  c o m m i s s i o n '  r s h a l l

16 a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  r e l a t i n g  to

17 t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  of  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  r e g a r d l e s s  of the d a t e  of

L8 t he p e r s o n ' s  a d o p t i o n .  T h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by the

19 c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is n ot p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . -

20 150(c).

21 *  Sec. 4. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

22 (a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be  e x e c u t e d  at a n y

23 t i m e  a f t e r  the b i r t h  of  the c h i l d  in th e  p r e s e n c e  of  the c o u r t  o r  in

24 t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to t a k e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s . T h e

25 c o n s e n t is i t v a l i d  u n l e s s

26 (1) the c o n s e n t  fo r m  s t a t e s  that t he p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to

27 c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  h a s  the r i g h t  to w i t h d r a w

28 t h at c o n s e n t  as p r o v i d ed in AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0(b); a n d

29 (2) the p e r s o n  w h o  s i g n s  the c o n s e n t  f o r m  a c k n o w l e d g e s
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1 r e c e i p t  o f  a  copy.

2 *  Sec. 5. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

3 (c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of

4 the b i r t h  r e c o r d  of the p e r s o n  to be  a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  i n for-

5 m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  i n  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 ( a ) ,  if a v a i l a b l e , a n d  t h e  r e q u i r e d

6 c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h

7 the clerk.

8 * Sec. 6. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

9 (c) N o t h i n g  in this c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  an  o p e n  a d o p t i o n .  I n  this

10 s u b s e c t i o n ,  " o p e n  a d o p t i o n "  m e a n s  a n  a d o p t i o n  t h a t  a l l o w s  v i s i t a t i o n

11 b e t w e e n  the a d o p t i v e  p e r s o n  a n d  t hat p e r s o n ' s  n a t u r a l  pai-ents o r  o t h e r

12 b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s .

13 *  Sec. 7. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

14 (b) T h e  p a p e r s  a nd r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an  a d o p t i o n  t h a t  a r e  a

15 p a r t  of t ie p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of a c o u r t  a r e  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y

16 u p o n  c o n s e n t  of th e  court. T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t’ lg to an

17 a d o p t i o n  o n  f i l e  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n  a g e n c y ,  o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  are

18 s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  of  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  o r

19 by o r d e r  jf a c o u r t  fo r  g o o d  c a u s e  show n .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  this

20 s e c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  of t he B u r e a u  of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  sub-

21 j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  t he p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  1.8.50.

22 *  Sec. 8. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

23 (c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law. o r  as a u t h o r i z e d  in

24 w r i t i n g  by the a d o p t e d  c h i l d t if 14 o r  m o r e  y e a r s  of age, o r  by the

25 a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  o r  u p o n  o r d e r  of  the c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [IN

26 E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] ,  a [NO] p e r s o n  m a y  not [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e

27 the n a m e  or  i d e n t i t y  of e i t h e r  an  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or a n  a d o p t e d  child.

28 *  Sec. 9. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

29 Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) At t h e  t i m e  a
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1 p e t i t i o n  fur a d o p t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h  the c o u r t  the a g e n c y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l

2 p l a c i n g  t h e  p e r s o n  f or a d o p t i o n  or, if n o ne, a p e t i t i o n e r  s h a l l  f i l e

3 w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  r e l e a s e  to the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o n l y  the f o l l o w i n g

4 i n f o r m a t i o n ,  or  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  its u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  o n  s e p a r a t e

5 f o r m s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t :

6 (1) the a d d r e s s  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the

7 o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ;

8 (2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 ;

9 (3) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n

10 t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  r e c e i p t  of a c o p y  of

11 A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s ;  a nd

12 (4) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on

13 th e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  w h e t h e r  t he p a r e n t

14 c o n s e n t s  to d i s c l o s u r e  of  the p a r e n t ' s  i d e n t i t y  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  a nd

15 a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  a r e f u s a l  to c o n s e n t  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  u n d e r  A S  18.-

16 5 0 . 5 0 0  o n l y  if r e a f f i r m e d  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  h as r e a c h e d  17

17 y e a r s  of  age.

18 (b) T h e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) of  this

19 s e c t i o n  s h all be a t t a c h e d  to t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of  the

20 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u p o n  e n t r y  of a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .

21  *  Sec. 10. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1986.
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  R o d e y ,  P . F i s c h e r ,
S t u r g u l e w s k i  and K e r t t u l a

O ffe re d :  4/26/85
R e fe r re d :  J u d i c i a r y  and
F inance

BY T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
L IN T H E  S E N A T E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 187 (HESS)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an

7 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (b) W h e n  a  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t he a c t u a l

11 p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  of  b i r t h  s h a l l  b e  s h own. T h e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  oe

12 s u b s t i t u t e d  for the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h ,  a n d

13 (1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  the e v i d e n c e

14 of a d o p t i o n  or  l e g i t i m a t i o n  a r e  n ot s u b j a c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n

15 o r d e r  of t he s u p e r i o r  court; h o w e v e r ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  [OR AS

16 P R O V I D E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N ;  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N ]  s h a l l  a l l o w  i n s p e c -

17 t i o n  by an a g e n t  of  the s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in  the

10 p e r f o r m a n c e  of t he a g e n t ’s [HIS] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

19 (2) u p o n  r e c e i p t  of  a r e p o r t  that a n  a d o p t i o n  h a s  b e e n

20 v a c a t e d ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h a l l  be  r e s t o r e d  to its

21 p l a c e  in th e  f i les a n d  the n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  a nd e v i d e n c e  are n o t  sub-

22 j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  of  a s u p e r i o r  c o urt.

23 * Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 3 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

24 (14) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a d o p t e d  a n o t h -

25 er  p e r s o n  u n d e r  AS 25.2 3 ;

26 (15) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  h e  o r i g i -

27 n al c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of an  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

28 (16) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y

29 l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;
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1 (l -/) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d

2 s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

3 (18) " s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r "  m e a n s  t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d

4 u n d e r  A S  1C . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .

5 * Sec. 3. A S  1 8 .50 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read;

6 A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  TO  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

7 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) U p o n

8 r e c e i p t  by  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  of a r e q u e s t  by  a n  a d a p t e d  p e r s o n  18

9 y e a r s  o f  age o r  o l d e r  f or the i d e n t i t y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of  the

10 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  of  the r e q u e s t

11 to the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  b y  c e r t i f i e d  m a il, d e l i v e r a b l e  to t he ad-

12 d r e s s e e  only. T he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n

13 w i t h  an  u n c e r t i f i e d  c opy of t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of  the

14 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  if a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  by t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  is n o t

15 r e c e i v e d  by the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  n o t i c e

16 w a s  m a i l e d .  If w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  is r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the b i o l o g i c a l

17 p a r e n t  w i t h i n  the 90 d a ys, t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  n o t  d i s c l o s e  th e

13 n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  of that b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to the p e r s o n  w h o  r e q u e s t e d

19 it u n l e s s  d i s c l o s u r e  is o r d e r e d  by t he c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 .

20 (b) The s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall, at the r e q u e s t  of a b i o l o g i c a l

21 p a r e n t  of  an  a d o p t e d  c h ild, a t t a c h  the p a r e n t ' s  c u r r e n t  n a m e  and

22 a d d r e s s  to the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  child.

23 T h e  n a m e  and a d d r e s s  s h a l l  be r e l e a s e d  to t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  in a c c o r -

24 d a n c e  w i t h  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n .

25 (c) The s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shal l ,  at t he r e q u e s t  of an  a d o p t e d

26 p e r s o n  o v e r  18 y e a r s  of age, a t t a c h  the p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  a nd a d d r e s s  to

27 t he p e r s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  f or r e l e a s e  to t he p e r s o n ' s

28 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  that p a r e n t ' s  r e q u e s t .

29 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  D E S C R I P T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  B I O L O G I C A L
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■*

1 P A R E N T S .  (a) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  at t he r e q u e s t  of  a n  a d o p -

2 t i v e  p a r e n t  of a  p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  o n  or  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1986, o r  of  a n

3 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of a g e  o r  o l d e r ,  r e l e a s e  the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r -

4 m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on  t he o r i g i n a l  b i r t h

5 c e r t i f i c a t e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t he r e g i s t r a r ' s

6 r e c o r d s :

7 (1) the a ge o f  a  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  on  t h e  b i r t h  d a t e  of t he

8 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

9 (2) the ' .cage of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  to i n c l u d e :

10 (A, n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;

11 (B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

12 (C) t r i b a l  m e m b e r s h i p ;

13 (3) the h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  of  b l o o d

14 r e l a t i v e s  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

15 (4) the n u m b e r  of  y e a r s  of s c h o o l  c o m p l e t e d  by a b i o l o g i c a l

16 p a r e n t  by th e  b i r t h  d a t e  of  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

17 (5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  pai'ent o n  the

18 b i r t h  d a t e  of th e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o l o r

19 of haix-, eyes a n d  skin;

20 (6) the e x i s t e n c e  of  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

2 1  (7) w h e t h e r  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w a s  a l i v e  at the t i m e  of

22 a d o p t i o n ;

23 (8) the r e l i g i o n  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,

24 (b) I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  o n  a

25 s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  by  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  not

26 i n c l u d e  the n a m e  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  or  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  not

27 l i s t e d  in (a) of  this s e c t i o n .

28 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0 .  A S S I S T A N C E  T O  R E G I S T R A R  IN O B T A I N I N G  I N F O R M A -

29 TION. At the r e q u e s t  of t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l
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1 a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  r e l a t i n g  to

2 the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  of a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  r e g a r d l e s s  of  the d a t e  of

3 the p e r s o n ' s  a d o p t i o n .  T h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by t he

4 c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is n ot p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . -

5 150(c).

6 * Sec. 4. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

7 (a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be e x e c u t e d  at a n y

8 t i m e  a f t e r  the b i r t h  of t he c h i l d  in the p r e s e n c e  of  the c o u r t  or  i n

9 the p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to take a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .  T h e

10 c o n s e n t  is  n o t  v a l i d  u n l e s s

11 (1) t he c o n s e n t  f o r m  s t a t e s  that the p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to

12 c o n s e n t  to t h e a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  has the r i g h t  to w i t h d r a w

13 that c o n s ent as p r o v i d e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( b ) ;  and

14 ( 2 ) t he p e r s o n  w h o  s i g n s  the c o n s e n t  f o r m  a c k n o w l e d g e s

15 r e c e i p t  of a copy.

16 *  Sec. 5. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

17 (c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o'

18 the b i r t h  r e c o r d  of t he p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  the i n for-

19 m a t i o n s p e c i f i e d  in AS 2.5.23.18 5(a), if a v a i l a b l e ,  and the r e q u i r e d

20 c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h

21 the clerk.

22 * Sec. 6. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

23 (c) N o t h i n g  i n  thi s  c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  an o p e n  a d o p t i o n .  In  this

24 s u b s e c t i o n ,  " o p e n  a d o p t i o n "  m e a n s  an a d o p t i o n  t h a t  a l l o w s  v i s i t a t i o n

25 b e t w e e n  t he a d o p t i v e  p e r s o n  a n d  that p e r s o n ' s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  o r  o t h e r

26 b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s .

27 * Sec. 7. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

28 (b) T h e  p a p e r s  and r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an a d o p t i o n  tha t  a r e  a

29 p a r t  of t he p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of  a court are s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y
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u p o n  c o n s e n t  of  the cour t .  T h e  p a p e r s  a nd r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an 

a d o p t i o n  on  fil e  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  an  a g e n c y ,  or a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a re 

s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  of all i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  or 

by o r d e r  of a c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  shown. E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  thi s  

s e c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  of th e  B u r e a u  of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a re s u b­

j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  18.50.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by  law, or as a u t h o r i z e d  i n  

w r i t i n g  by  the a d o p t e d  c h i l d A if 14 or  m o r e  y e a r s  of age, o r  by  the

a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  or u p o n  o r d e r  of the c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [IN

E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] ,  a [NO] p e r s o n  m ay no t  [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e  

the n a m e  or i d e n t i t y  o f  e i t h e r  an  a d o p - t i v e  p a r e n t  o r  an  a d o p t e d  c h i l d

*  Sec. 9. AS 2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N . (a) At' the t i m e  a

p e t i t i o n  fo r  a d o p t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h  t he c o u r t  the a g e n c y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

p l a c i n g  th» p e r s o n  f or a d o p t i o n  or, if n o n e ,  a p e t i t i o n e r  s h a l l  fil e  

w i t h  th e  c o u r t  f or r e l e a s e  to th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o n l y  t he f o l l o w i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  or  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  of its u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  on  s e p a r a t e  

f o r m s  p r o v i d e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t :

(1) the a d d r e s s  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the

o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ;

(2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 ;  a n d

(3) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  on

the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  r e c e i p t  of  a c o p y  of  

AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  a n d  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s .

(b) T h e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  the i n f o n t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) of t his

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  a t t a c h e d  to the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of the

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u p o n  e n t r y  of a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .

* Sec. 10. T h i s  A ct t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1986.
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In t ro d u c e d : 2/22/85
R e fe r re d :  H e a l th ,  Ed u ca t io n  & S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s

J u d i c i a r y

BY R O D E Y ,  P . F I S C H E R
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  S T U R G U L E W S K I  A N D  K E R T T U L A

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 187

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an

7 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b ) ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (b) W h e n  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  the a c t u a l

11 p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  of  b i r t h  s h a l l  be show n .  T h e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be

12 s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h ,  a nd

13 (1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  the e v i d e n c e

14 of a d o p t i o n  or l e g i t i m a t i o n  a re n o t  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n

15 o r d e r  of  t he s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ; h o w e v e r .  th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  [OR AS

16 P R O V I D E D  B Y  R E G U L A T I O N ;  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N ]  s h a l l  a l l o w  i n s p e c -

17 t i o n  b y  a n  a g e n t  of the s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in  the

18 p e r f o r m a n c e  of the a g e n t 's [HIS] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

19 (2) u p o n  r e c e i p t  of  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a n  a d o p t i o n  h a s  b e e n

20 v a c a t e d ,  t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  s h a l l  be r e s t o r e d  to its

21 p l a c e  in t h e  files a n d  th e  n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  e v i d e n c e  a re n ot sub-

22 j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  o r d e r  of  a s u p e r i o r  court.

23 * Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 5 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

24 A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

25 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) U p o n

26 r e c e i p t  by  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o f  a r e q u e s t  by  an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18

27 y e a r s  of a g e  o r  o l d e r  f or the i d e n t i t y  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of the

28 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  of  the r e q u e s t

29 to the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l ,  d e l i v e r a b l e  to th e



1 a d d r e s s e e  only. T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  a nd

2 a d d r e s s  of  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  as it a p p e a r s  o n  t he o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f -

3 i c a t e  of b i r t h  of t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  if a w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  by the

4 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  is n ot r e c e i v e d  by th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  w i t h i n  90

5 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  n o t i c e  w a s  m a i l e d .  If w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  is re-

6 c e i v e d  f r o m  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  90 d a y s ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s -

7 t r a r  m a y  n ot d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t

8 to t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  r e q u e s t e d  it u n l e s s  d i s c l o s u r e  is o r d e r e d  b y  the

9 c o u r t  u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 .

10 (b) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  at  the r e q u e s t  of a b i o l o g i c a l

11 p a r e n t  of  an  a d o p t e d  child, a t t a c h  t h e  p a r e n t ' s  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a n d

12 a d d r e s s  to the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  of  t h e  a d o p t e d  child.

13 T h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  s h a l l  be r e l e a s e d  to t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  in a c c o r -

14 d a n c e  w i t h  (a) of t his s e c t i o n .

15 (c) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  at t h e  r e q u e s t  of a n  a d o p t e d

16 p e r s o n  o v e r  18 y e a r s  of age, a t t a c h  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  to

17 t h e  " a r s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  for r e l e a s e  to th e  p e r s o n ’s

18 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  on  that p a r e n t ' s  r e q u e s t .

19 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  D E S C R I P T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  R E G A R D I N G  B I O L O G I C A L

20 P A R E N T S .  (a) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  at the r e q u e s t  of  an  adop-

21 t i v e  p a r e n t  of a p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  o n  or  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1986, or  of  an

22 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of  a ge o r  o l d e r ,  r e l e a s e  the f o l l o w i n g  info r -

23 m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h

24 c e r t i f i c a t e  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t he r e g i s t r a r ' s

25 r e c o r d s :

26 (1) the a ge of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  the b i r t h  d a t e  of  the

27 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

28 (2) the h e r i t a g e  of a  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  to i n c l u d e :

29 (A) n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;
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1 (B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

2 (C) t r i b a l  m e m b e r s h i p ;

3 (3) t h e  h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  o f  b l o o d

4 r e l a t i v e s  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

5 (4) t he n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of s c h o o l  c o m p l e t e d  by a b i o l o g i c a l

6 p a r e n t  by  the b i r t h  d a t e  of t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

7 (5) a p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o n  the

8 b i r t h  d a t e  of t he a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o l o r

9 of h a i r ,  e y e s  a n d  skin;

10 (6) t he e x i s t e n c e  of  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  o f  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

11 (7) w h e t h e r  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  w a s  a l i v e  at t h e  t i m e  of

12 a d o p t i o n ;

13 (8) t he r e l i g i o n  o f  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .

14 (b) I n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  on  a

15 s t a n d a r d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  no t

16 i n c l u d e  th e  n a m e  of a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o r  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  not

17 l i s t e d  in  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n .

18 Sec. 1 .50.520. A S S I S T A N C E  T O  R E G I S T R A R  IN  O B T A I N I N G  I N F O R M A -

19 TION. At the r e q u e s t  of  t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h all

2.0 a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  r e l a t i n g  to

2 1  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  of a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  r e g a r d l e s s  of  t he d a t e  of

22 the p e r s o n ' s  a d o p t i o n .  T h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by  the

23 c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  is n ot p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . -

24 150(c).

25 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 3 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 3 0

26 (1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  h as a d o p t e d  a n o t h -

27 er p e r s o n  u n d e r  A S  25.2 3 ;

28 (2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  n a m e d  on  t h e  o r i g i -

29 n al c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of a n  adopted, p e r s o n ;



1 (3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y

2 l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

3 (4) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a nd

4 s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

5 (5) " s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r "  m e a n s  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d

6 u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .

7 * Sec. 3. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

8 (a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e x e c u t e d  at any

9 t i m e  a f t e r  t he b i r t h  of t he c h i l d  in  t he p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o r  in

10 the p r e s e n c e  o f  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to t a k e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .  T he

11 c o n s e n t  is n o t  v a l i d  u n l e s s

12 (1) t he c o n s e n t  f o r m  s t a t e s  tha t  the p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to

13 c o n s e n t  to t he a d o p t i o n  u n d e r A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  to w i t h d r a w

14 that c o n s e n t  as p r o v i d e d  in AS  2 5 . 2 3 .070(b); a n d

15 (2) the p e r s o n  w h o  s i g n s  t h e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  a c k n o w l e d g e s

16 r e c e i p t  of a copy.

17 *  Sec. 4. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 (c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of  t he b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of

19 the b i r t h  r e c o r d  of  the p e r s o n  to be  a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  t he infor-

20 m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 ( a ) ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  a nd the r e q u i r e d

21 c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h

2 2  the clerk.

23 * Sec. 5. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

24 (b) T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an  a d o p t i o n  that a r e  a

25 p a r t  of  the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of a c o u r t  a re s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y

26 u p o n  c o n s e n t  o f  the cour t .  T h e  p a p e r s  an d  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to an

27 a d o p t i o n  o n  f i l e  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n  a g e n c y ,  or  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  are

28 s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  of a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  or

29 by o r d e r  of a c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  shown. E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in this
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1 s e c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  cf  t h e  B u r e a u  of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  sub-

2 j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of  A S  18.50.

3 * Sec. 6. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

4 (c) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by l a w , o r  as a u t h o r i s e d  in

5 w r i t i n g  b y  t he a d o p t e d  c h i l d x  if 14 or  m o r e  y e a r s  of age, or  b y  t he

6 a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  or u p o n  o r d e r  of  the c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [IN

7 E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] ,  a [NO] p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  [IS R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e

8 the n a m e  o r  i d e n t i t y  of  e i t h e r  an  a d o p - t i v e  p a r e n t  o r  an  a d o p t e d  c h i l d

9 *  Sec. 7. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

10 Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) At the t i m e  a

11 p e t i t i o n  f or a d o p t i o n  is f i l e d  w i t h  t he c o u r t  the a g e n c y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l

12 p l a c i n g  t he p e r s o n  for a d o p t i o n  or, if n o ne, a p e t i t i o n e r  s h a l l  fil e

13 w i t h  the c o u r t  f o r  r e l e a s e  to t he s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o n l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

14 i n f o r m a t i o n ,  or  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  of its u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  on s e p a r a t e

15 f o r m s  p r o v i d e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t :

16 (1) t he a d d r e s s  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the

17 o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ;

18 (2) b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 ;  a n d

19 (3) a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n

20 t he o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  r e c e i p t  of a  c o p y  of

21 A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s .

22 (b) T h e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  t he i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this

23 s e c t i o n  shalT be a t t a c h e d  to the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  o f  the

24 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u p o n  e n t r y  of  a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .

25 * Sec. 8. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1986.

26
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