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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

a n d  F i n a n c e

FR A N K , D A V IS ,  R IU G S T A D  
P ?  T H ?  HOVS~ 'A N D  S H U L T Z

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. .6 6 4  

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S ECO N D  S E S S IO N

A B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i c s  t o  n a m in g  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l

E x p r e s s w a y . "

B E  T T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. F IN D IN G S .  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  a  l i f e - l o n g  A la s k a n  a n d  

« l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  h e r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  M r. 

M i t c h e l l  w a s  on  e m p lo y e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m is s io n  d u r i n g  e a r l y  a d u l t ­

h ood . a n d ,  w s c  a f o u n d e r  o f  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  ar.d  T r a c t o r ,  or. e a r l y  I n t e r i o r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m p a n y , R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a e  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r ?  o f  

GREM M , I n c . ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  A l a s k a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r m  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

p e r s o n s  * o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  

a r e a .  T h r o u g h  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ’ s  e f f o r t s ,  n m a jo r  r e i l  s p u r  f r o  ® 

F a i r b a n k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  a . l e t  s i d e  o f  

t h e  I r u  ? -T  j t i o n s l  A i r p o r t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h e  n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  

E x p r e s s w a y  i s  r o u t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  R o b e r t  J .  

H i t c h . c H  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 , 

1 9 8 0 . R o b e r t  I .  M i t c h e l l ,  l e f t  b e h in d ,  a  l e g a c y  o f  « s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n i t ,  

f r i e n d s h i p  t o  a l l ,  k n o w le d g e  rvf t h e  v a l u e  o f  p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  

u n d a u n t i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A l a s k a .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

w i s h e s  t o  r e m e m b e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  

a r e a .  I t  l a  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i e  g o a l  t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H ig h w a y  

S y s t e m  f r o m  t h e  n o w  A i r p o r t  R o u d  I n t e r c h a n g e  t o  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H ig h w a y  i s  

t o  b e  n a m ed  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  K i t c h e l l  K r p r e s s w a y .

*  S e c .  AH' 3 5 . AO i d  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

C O M M IT T E E  C O P Y
- i - H B  664



S e c .  3 5 . A O . 0 3 0 .  R O B E R T  J .  M I T C H E L L  E X P R E S S W A Y . T h e  S o u t h  E a i r -  

b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a r k s  H ig h w a y  c u d  A i r p o r t  R o a d  i n t e r ­

c h a n g e  t o  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H ig h w a y  i s  n a m e d  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  

E:cpres6way.
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STATE OF A L A S K A  1986 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E SSION

F I S C A L  NOTE

REQUEST__________________________________
B i l l / R e s o lu t i o n  N o .: HB664/SB461 N o . 
T i t l e : An act r e la t i n g  to naming the 
Robert J .  M itc h e l l  Expressway._______

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency A ffe c ted : DOT&PF
BRU: Design and Construc tion

Sponsor: _______________________
Requestor: Senator C ogh i l l
Date o f  Request: 3 -10 -86

Components:_

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: ( Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )
OPERATING

FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL 12.0

REVENUE
FUNDING: ( Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

9 .0
3 .0

12 .0

POSITIONS:
FULL TIME 
PART TIME 
TEMPORARY 
TOTAL

ANALYSIS: Attach a separa te  page i f  necessary
Signs must be changed from "Parks Highway" to  "M itc h e l l  Expressway". S ix  e x is t in g  
signs must be rep laced and fo u r  proposed signs must be increased from 7 f t .  to  over 
12 f t .  in  le ng th . This p o r t io n  o f  road i s  c u r r e n t ly  designated as the Parks Highway 
on the S ta te  road system. Recommend tha t  the Fairbanks community be made aware o f  
the proposed renaming and tha t they be a l lowed adequate oppo rtun ity  f o r  comment.

Prepared by: Pau l P rusak   Phone: 474-2427_________
D iv i s i o n : DOT&PF, P lanning ^ — n ) /  Da t e : 3 -12 -8 6_____________
Approved by Commissioner: / Dat e:  3 M e ___________
Department: DOT&PF ^  R . J^/%gfapp
D is t r ib u t i o n :  (by Agency p reparing  f i s c a l  n o t e ) :

L e g i s la t i v e  Finance 
L e g i s la t i v e  Sponsor 
Requestor
O f f ic e  o f  Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page 1 o f  1 10 /25 /85



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1986 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision D a te :
F IS C A L  D E T A ILRFOI'F.ST ________________

BilLRosolution No. : HB 664 N o ,  2 W n c v  A ffected■
ntie: An Act r m r a i a  fn  BY u -yj Z ! L
t h e  R o b e r t  J. M i f r h p 1 1  E x p r e s s w a y  ______________

Sponsor: R e p .  br a n k i r

Requestor: .
Date o f Reques t:.

Components :.

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (T hou sand s  o f D o l la r s )
OPERATING FY 36 FY 37 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES 1
EQUIPMENT 1LAND & STRUCTURES 1 I !GRANTS, CLAIMS i i i
MISCELLANEOUS • !
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL .0 oooCM 1 0 0 0 1 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0
FU N D IN G (T hou sand s  o f  Do l la rs)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

11 1 1
1 1

■ 0“ 0 n i o I 0 0

P O S IT IO N S  :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

i 1
1 1

1 1 1 1

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page i f  necessary

Prepared b y :  A m y  E l .— D a u g h ? r t : y ________i—»  -------
Division : H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Approved by Commiss ione r :
A g e n c y : ____________ C h a i r p e r s o n
Distribution (by Agency preparing tlscal note): 

Legislative Finance 
Legislat ive Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f  Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page , o f

Phone: 
Date: _

Date :

465-4858

10/25/S5
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Introduced: 2/17/86
Referred: T r a nsportation
and Finance

©

BY FRANK,DAVIS,RINGSTAD
1 IN THE HOUSE AND SHULTZ
2 HOUSE BILL NO. 664
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 A BILL
6 For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t in g  to naming the Robert J .  M itch e l l
7 Expressway."
8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
9 * Section 1. FINDINGS. Robert J .  M itch e l l was a l i f e - l o n g  Alaskan and

10 a l i f e - l o n g  res iden t o f  the i n t e r i o r ,  born on November 2 , 1918. Mr.
11 M itche l l was an employee o f  the A laska Road Commission during e a r ly  ad u lt -
12 hood and, was a founder o f  M itch e l l  Truck and T ra c to r ,  an e a r ly  I n t e r i o r
13 t ran spo rta t ion  company. Robert J . M itc h e l l  was a ls o  one o f  the founders o f
14 GHEMM, I n c . ,  an important Alaska construc t ion  f i rm  and was one o f  the f i r s t
15 persons to develop the p o te n t ia l  o f  the cu rren t south Fairbanks in d u s t r i a l
16 area. Through Robert J . M i tc h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s ,  a major r a i l  spur from
17 Fairbanks through the south Fairbanks in d u s t r i a l  area to the east side o f
18 the In te rn a t io n a l A irpo rt  was constructed . The new South Fairbanks
19 Expressway is  routed immediately ad jacent to the area that Robert J .
20 M itche ll was so deeply invo lved  with b e fo re  passing away on February 23,
21 1980. Robert J .  M itche ll l e f t  behind a legacy o f  a strong fam ily  u n i t ,
22 fr iendsh ip  to a l l ,  knowledge o f  the va lue  o f  p o s i t iv e  thought, and
23 undaunting f a i t h  in  the fu tu re  o f  Fairbanks and A laska . The le g i s la t u r e
24 wishes to remember Robert J . M i tc h e l l ' s  p o s i t iv e  con tr ibu t ion  to the people
25 o f the I n t e r i o r  and to the development o f  the south Fairbanks in d u s t r ia l
26 area. I t  is  to accomplish th is  goal tha t the sec t ion  o f  the Alaska Highway
27 System from the new A irpo rt  Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway is
28 to be named the Robert J . M itche l l Expressway.
29 * Sec. 2. AS 35 .40 is  amended by adding a new sec t ion  to read:

-1- HB 664 •



Sec. 35 .4 0 .0 30 . ROBERT J .  MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. The South F a i r ­
banks Expressway between the Parks Highway and A irpo rt Road i n t e r ­
change to the Richardson Highway i s  named the Robert J .  M itch e l l 
Expressway.
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