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A N A L Y S I S

N o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  to  t he d e p a r t m e n t  is a n t i c i p a t e d .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

r a n g e l a n d s  w i l l  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e g u l a r  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  

p r o c e s s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s s u m e s  t h a t  e v e n t u a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  

g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s  w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o r  p r e s e r v e  m a n a g e m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  i s s u e s  g r a z i n g  l e a s e s  

a n d  p e r m i t s  f o r  a c t i v i t y  on  s t a t e  land. T h i s  p e r m i t t i n g  a n d  l e a s i n g  

a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  b e  e m p l o y e d  i n  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s .

P a g e  2 of  2



Offer e d :  A / 2 1 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: F u l l e r

1 IN T HE H O U S E  B Y  T HE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F OR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. A 8 2  (Resources)

3 IN  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T HE S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i tled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n  of  n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d . "

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. T he l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that t h e r e  is a s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c

9 p u r p o s e  i n  the p r o t e c t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a n g e l a n d  a n d  for

10 the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  state o w n e d  or a c q u i r e d  land v a l u a b l e  f or g r a z i n g  as

11 s t a t e  g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s  f o r  the p e r p e t u a t i o n  of pe r s o n a l ,  c o m m ercial, and

12 o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  use s  of the r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  the p r i n c i p l e s  of m u l t i p l e - u s e

13 a nd s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t .  In this section, " n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g

14 r a n g e l a n d "  m e a n s  lan d  of the s t ate w h e r e  cattle, sheep, or  r e i n d e e r  are

15 g r a z i n g  or  w h e r e  cattle, sheep, or r e i n d e e r  m a y  g r a z e  u n d e r  lease or p e r m i t

16 of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources.

17 *  Sec. 2. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  shall report to the

18 Seco n d  S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  State L e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the first 10 days

19 of the s e s s i o n  on state lan d  r e c o m m e n d e d  f or p r o t e c t i o n  as s t ate g r a z i n g

20 p r e s erves.

-1- C SHB 4 8 2 (Res)



Committee Substitute for House Bill 482 - An Act relating to 
protection of natural rangelands.

The intent of this legislation is to ensure that the Dept, 
recognized the need of establishing state protected grazing 
rangelands or preserves. The Dept, is currently in the 
process of finalizing the Northwest Area Plan and should be 
completed with the plan by next fall.

As part of the NW Area plan, the Dept, of Natural Resources 
can identify those state lands that should be protected as 
state grazing rangelands or preserves. Since the Dept, is 
capable of identifying those state lands with existing staff, 
there is no fiscal impact.

The Department of Natural Resources supports the bill.

Section 1 of the bill finds that there is a public purpose in 
protecting existing naturally occuring rangelands in Alaska 
under the principles of multiple-use and sustained-yield and 
that there is a need to establish state grazing preserves. 
This section also defines what naturally occuring rangelands 
a r e .

Section 2 of the bill also requests that the Commissioner of 
DNR report back to the 15th Legislature within the first 10 
days of session on state land recommended for protection as 
state grazing preserves.



POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99B11 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

DILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

OFFICE O F  THE COMMISSIONER

February 13, 1986

The Honorable John G. Fuller 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 998.11

Dear Representative Fuller:

As you requested, the Department of Natural Resources has 
reviewed HB 482 which provides protection for naturally 
occurring rangelands in Alaska. The department supports the 
use of Alaska's rangelands for grazing as a part of its 
objectives to make maximum use of State land resources.

The importance of insuring the protection of naturally 
occurring rangelands has been recognized in the Alaska 
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts' 
resolution AASWCD 85-10 (attached). Additional support for 
the resolution has come from the Reindeer Herders Assoc­
iation. These two groups are particularly concerned about 
the protection of traditional grazing areas on Kodiak Island 
and reindeer grazing areas on the Seward Peninsula.

Section 1 of RB 482 finds that there is substantial benefit 
in the protection of existing, naturally occurring 
rangelands in Alaska under the principles of multiple use 
and sustained yield. The department concurs with this 
finding. The department does not object to the 
establishment of grazing preserves as long as they are 
recommended through a comprehensive resource planning 
process, evaluating other natural resource potential .besides 
grazing. We are also concerned that preserves should not 
require fire protection beyond that already in place. The 
preserves should be managed for other compatible uses. The 
flexibility to meet all of these concerns exists in the bill 
as it is proposed.

A definition of naturally occurring rangelands is needed 
within the bill. We would suggest that naturally occurring 
rangelands are those lands where cattle, sheep, or reindeer 
are currently grazing under lease or permit. Additionally, 
more than 50 percent of the area to be included in a grazing 
preserve for cattle or sheep should be naturally vegetated 
to grasses or forbs.

1 0 -J 9 L H



The Honorable John G. Fuller -2- February 13, 1986

Section 2 asks the department to report to the Second 
Session of the Fifteenth State Legislature on State land 
recommended for protection as grazing preserves. Again, 
this should be done through the department's area planning 
process. The additional fiscal impact to the department of 
this legislation should be zero if the identification and 
recommendation of grazing preserves is done through this 
planning process. Since area plans are amenable, we would 
hope that any grazing preserve legislation would provide the 
opportunity through area plans (AS 38.04) to review grazing 
preserves on a regular basis for additions, delecions, or 
modifications. -

If you need additional information on grazing issues, please 
let me know.

Sincerely,

Esther C. Wunnicke 
Commissioner

Attachment



S U B J E C T  O F  R E S O L U T I O N  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e ______________________________

O R I G I N  O F  R E S O L U T I O N  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n

D i s t r i c t s __________________________________________________________________

D A T E  OF  O R I G I N  O c t o b e r  1 9 , 1 9 8 5  '_______________

j R E S O L U T I O N  NO. A A S W C D  8 5 - 1 0

W H E R E A S ,  g r a z i n g  a n d  r e d  n e a t  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y  
a n d  r e p r e s e n t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y ;  
a n d

W H E R E A S ,  d u e  t o  f a v o r a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  t h e  n a t u r a l  g r a s s l a n d s  o n  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  o f  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  C h i n i a k  B a y  a n d  I l g a k  3 a y  
a f f o r d  g r a z i n g  y e a r  r o u n d ;  a n d  •

W H E R E A S ,  s u c h  r a n g e l a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  u n i q u e  a n d  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
s t a t e w i d e  i m p o r t a n c e ;

T H E R E F O R E  BE I T  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r o t e c t  
t h o s e  r a n g e l a n d s  b y  e n a c t i n g  t h e  a t t a c h e d  b i l l ,  e n t i t l e d  " A n  A c t
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s "
f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  e x h i b i t  I  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .

BE  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b e  s e n t  t o :
* I

G o v e r n o r  3 i l l  S h e f f i e l d
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  ;  ;
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  E s t h e r  W u n n i c k e

A C T IO N  TAKEN  BY  AASWCD S T A N D IN G  COMM ITTEE  

A C T IO N  TA KEN  BY AASWCD R E S O L U T I O N S  COM M ITTEE  

A C T IO N  TAKEN  BY AASWCD P A S SE D



Alaska Association  of Soil and Water Conservation D istricts 
P O  B o x  9 5 3  -  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 3 7

J a n u a r y  30, 1986

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  G. F u l l e r  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

PO  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: H B  482, S B  3 4 3  A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  to the

p r o t e c t i o n  of n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s .

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F u l l e r :

T h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o i l  an d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s  ( A A S W C D )  

s u p p o r t s  the l e g i s l a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  a b o v e ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  r e c o m m e n d s  that the 

b i l l s  be a m e n d e d  as in o u r  o w n  d r a f t  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  this l e t t e r .

T h e  d r a f t  w e ' v e  i n c l u d e d  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s y s t e m  of c r e a t i n g  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  

p r e s e r v e s  in A r t i c l e  1, w i t h  A r t i c l e s  2 and 3 i d e n t i f y i n g  s p e c i f i c  S t a t e  

G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e  a r e a s .  . ( T h e  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  S t a t e  G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e  and the 

S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a  S t a t e  G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e  r e s p e c t i v e l y . )

W e  feel tha t  t h e s e  n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s  are u n i q u e  and i r r e p l a c e a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  

of s t a t e w i d e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  and as s u c h  d e s e r v e  p r o t e c t i o n  for p r e s e n t  a n d  

f u t u r e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the e c o n o m y .

T h a n k  y o u  for the o p p u r t u n i t y  to c o m ment.

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i k e  C a r l s o n  

P r e s i d e n t

C O N SER V A T IO N  • D EV ELO PM EN T  ■ SELF-G O VER NM EN T



IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  a c t  e n t i t l e d :  A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of

n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e .

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A .

S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 1  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  12. C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  N A T U R A L  R A N G E L A N D S .  

A R T I C L E  1. S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E S  

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 0 1 0 .  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of this c h a p t e r  is to p r o t e c t  

n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a n g e l a n d s  a n d  to p e r m i t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s t a t e  

o w n e d  cr  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e a s  as s t a t e  g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s .  T h e  

p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s t a t e  g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s  is the 

p e r p e t u a t i o n  of p e r s o n a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s  of r e s o u r c e s  

t h r o u g h  m u l t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 0 2 0 .  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and 

m a y  a m e n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  to a s s i s t  in m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this 

c h a p t e r .  A  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  d e s i g n a t e  

i m c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  a n d  s h a l l  p e r m i t  the f o l l o w i n g  uses:

E x h i b i t  I, p a g e  1



( 1) g r a z i n g  p e r m i t s  a n d  l e a ses;

( 2 ) t i m b e r  h a r v e s t ;

(3) m a t e r i a l  e x t r a c t i o n ;

(4) m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  l e a s i n g ;

(5) s u r f a c e  l e a s e ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 ,  f o r  uses o t h e r  

t h a n  g r a z i n g ;

( 6 )  r e c r e a t i o n ;

(7) w i l d l i f e  a n d  f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t ;

(8 ) h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g ;  a n d

(9) o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s .

A R T I C L E  2. KODIAK. I S L A N D  S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E  

Sec 4 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 0 .  K O D I A K  I S L A N D  S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E .  S u b j e c t  to v a l i d  

e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  t he s t a t e  o w n e d  or  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the 

p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  this s e c t i o n  is d e s i g n a t e d  as the K o d i a k  I s l a n d  S t a t e  

G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e .

S E w A R D  M E R I D I A N

T  29 S, R  19 W, S e c s .  3 1 - 3 6

T  29 S, R  2 0  W, S e cs. 7, 1 2 - 1 4 ,  1 9 - 2 4 ,  2 5 - 3 5

T  29 S, R  21  W, S e c s .  2 4 - 3 6

T  29 S, R  2 2  W, S e cs. 3 3 - 3 6

T  30 S, R ' s  1 9 - 2 2  W

T  31 S, R ' s  1 9 -21 W  .

T  31 S, R 2 2  W, S e c s .  1-12

E x h i b i t  I, p age 2



T  32 S, R  19 W  S e c s .  3 - 6 ,  9 

T  3 2  S R  20 W ,  S e c s .  1-5, 9, 10.

A R T I C L E  3. S E W A R D  P E N I N S U L A  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E  

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 3 0 0 .  S E W A R D  P E N I N S U L A  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E .  S u b j e c t  to v a l i d  

e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  the s t a t e  o w n e d  o r  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  a nd w a t e r  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the 

p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is  d e s i g n a t e d  as t he S e w a r d  P e n i n s u l a  

S t a t e  G r a z i n g  P r e s e r v e .

K A T E E L  R I V E R  M E R I D I A N

T  1 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 0 ,  2 8 - 4 4  W  

T  2 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 0 ,  2 8 - 4 4  W  

T  3 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 0 ,  2 8 - 4 3  W  

T  4 N, R ' s  1 0 - 1 9 ,  2 8 - 3 9  W  

T  5 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 2 ,  2 8 - 3 7  W  

T  6 N, R ’s 1 0 - 2 2 ,  3 0 - 3 7  W  

T  7 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 1  W  

T  8 N, R ' s  1 0 - 2 1  W  

T  9 N, R ' s  1 1 - 1 4  W  

T  10 N, R ' s  11, 13, 15 W

T  11 N, R ' s  8 - 1 3 ,  15 W

T  12 N, R ' s  1 0 - 1 5  W

T  13 N, R  15 W

T  14 N, R ' s  15, 16 W

T 15 N, R's 16-18 W
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T  16 N, R ' s  1 6 - 1 8  W  

T  17 N, R ’s 16, 17 W  

T  18 N  R  17 W  

T  1 S, R ’s 1 0 - 2 0 ,  28, 29 W

T  2 S, R ' s  1 0 - 1 8 ,  2 8 ,  29  W

T  3 S, R ' s  10, 28, 2 9  W

T  4 S, R ' s  2 8, 2 9  W

T  5 S, R ' s  2 5 - 3 0  W

T  6 S, R ' s  2 5 - 3 1  W

T  7 S, R ' s  2 6 - 3 3  W

T  8 S, R ’s 2 5 - 3 8  W

T 9 S, R ' s  21, 2 2, 2 4 - 3 8  W  

. T  10 S, R ' s  2 0, 2 1, 2 3 - 3 7  W  

T i l  S, R ' s  2 0 - 3 8  W  

T  12 S, R ' s  20 ,  22, 2 3 ,  3 0 - 3 3  W  

T  13 S, R ' s  20, 21 W.

S e c t i o n  2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1986.
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SERVING THE 
VILLAGES OF:

BREVIG  MISSION 
COUNCIL 
DIOMEDE 
ELIM
GAMBELL
GOLOVIN
KOYUK
NOME
SAVOONGA
SHAKTOOLIK
SH ISHMAREF
SOLOMON
STEBB INS
ST. MICHAEL
TELLER
UNALAKLEET
WALES
WHITE MOUNTAIN

Representative John G. Fuller 
Pouch V
Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear Representative Fuller:

It was good to see you on Front Street near the Post Office 
the other day. As I mentioned, the Reindeer Herders' Association 
(RHA) is interested in supporting a Bill relating to the 
conservation and protection of natural rangelands.

I have been in touch with Jim Burton of Kodiak, a member of the 
Alaska Association of Soil and Water Conservation, District 
(AASWCD). He referred :na to Senator Zharoff's office regarding 
Resolution No. AASWCD 35-10 and a proposed bill, (enclosed) 
which would create State Grazing Preserves. The Management 
Plans section of the proposed bill gives a very comprehensive 
list of multiple land uses other than grazing permits and 
leases.

Reindeei have been on the Seward Peninsula for -almost 100 years 
and this should set some precedent for future laud .use desig­
nation. The reindeer herd dustributions outside the Seward f ^  
Peninsula are at Shaktoolik, Stebbins, Islands of Hagemeister,
St. Paul, Umnak, Atka, Kodiak and St. Lawrence; as well as on 
the Baldwin Peninsula.

The cattle and sheep are two other examples of livestock in. 
Alaska that I can think of which would benefit through a 
multiple-use management plan for Alaska's resources.

The Reindeer Herders' Association is asking for your assistance 
in sponsoring or co-sponsoring a bill to create and establish 
stare grazing preserves.

I want to thank you for your continued support of the reindeer 
industry.

Sincerely,



R E S O L U T I O N  MO. A A S W C D  8 5 - 1 0

S U B J E C T  O F  R E S O L U T I O N  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  G r a z i n g  P r o s e r v e

O R I G I N  O F  R E S O L U T I O N  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n

D i s t r i c t s

D A T E  O F  O R I G I N  O c t o b e r  1 9 , 1 9 8 5

W H E R E A S ,  g r a z i n g  an d  red m e a t  p r o d u c t i o n  a r a  v a l u a b l e  to the s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m y  

a n d  r e p r e s e n t  an i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  in the s t a t e ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  d u e  to f a v o r a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  the n a t u r a l  g r a s s l a n d s  on the 

p e n i n s u l a  of K o d i a k  I s l a n d  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  C h i n i a k  B ay and U g a k  Ba y  

a f f o r d  g r a z i n g  y e a r  r o u n d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  s u c h  r a n g e l a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  u n i q u e  a n d  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  resources of 

s t a t e w i d e  i m p o r t a n c e ;

T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o t e c t  

t h o s e  r a n g e l a n d s  b y  e n a c t i n g  the a t t a c h e d  bill, e n t i t l e d  " A n  A c t  

r e l a t i n g  to t he c o n s e r v a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  of  n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s "  

f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  as e x h i b i t  I of t his r e s o l u t i o n .

BE  IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  that a c o p y  of this r e s o l u t i o n  be s e n t  to:

G o v e r n o r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  .7* .

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  " •

H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  E s t h e r  W u n n i c k e

A C T I O N  T A K E N  BV A A S W C D  S T A N D I N G  C O M M I T T E E  

A C T I O N  T A K E N  BY A A S W C D  R E S O L U T I O N S  C O M M I T T E E  

A C T I O N  T A K E N  BY AAIiWCi)
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Tom Panamarof:1
Aide of Senate; Fred F. Zharoff
Alaska State Senator
Alaska State Legislature Senate

Pouch V 
State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Tom;

I have enclosed Resolution No. AASWCD 85-10 passed by the 
Alaska Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
on October 19, 1985 and a proposed Bill for an act entitled: 
" An Act relating to the conservation and protection of 
natural rangelands;"...

The Reindeer Herders' Association (RHA) supports the need 
to protect naturally occurring rangelands and to permit the 
establishment of state owned or acquired land and water area 
as state grazing preserves.

It is my understanding that some thought has been given, not"' 
to identify specific areas or regions as grazing preserves. 
Instead that a general approach be used to determine and 
identify state lands that would be considered rangelands on 
a state-wide basis.

A Statewide grazing act needs to be developed to outline 
policies and regulations pertaining to grazing. Land users 
need something concrete to fall back on when issues arise.
Open herding should continue and an open range is an issue 
that should be addressed.

I am thankful that Senator Zharoff has assigned you the task 
of looking into RHA's interest to establish state grazing 
p r e serves.

cc: Jim Burton, Kodiak
John B. C o g h i l l # senator 
Albert P. Adams, Rep.

. /
John G. Fuller, Rep.
Frank R. Ferguson, Senator



I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE- O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  a c t  e n t i t l e d :  An  a c t  r e l a t i n g  to the c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of

n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e .

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

S e c t i o n  1. A S  41 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  12. C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  OF  N A T U R A L  R A N G E L A N D S .  

A R T I C L E  1. S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E S  

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 0 1 0 ,  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  is to p r o t e c t  

n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a n g e l a n d s  a nd to p e r m i t  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s t a t e  

o w n e d  or a c q u i r e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e a s  as S t a t e  grabing- p r e s e r v e s .  T h e  

p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  s t a t e  g r a c i n g  p r e s e r v e s  is the 

p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s  of r e s o u r c e s  

t h r o u g h  m u l t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  an d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 0 2 0 .  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N S .  T h e  c o i a m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a nd 

m a y  a m e n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  to a s s i s t  in m e e t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t his 

c h a p t e r .  A  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  d e s i g n a t e  

i m c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  a n d  s h a l l  p e r m i t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  u s e s :

( 1) g r a z i n g  p e r m i t s  and l e a s e s ;
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( 2 ) t i m b e r  h a r v e s t ;

( 3) m a t e r i a l  e x t r a c t i o n ;

( A )  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  l e a s i n g ;

(5 ) s u r f a c e  l e a s e ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 ,  for u ses o t h e r  

t h a n  g r a z i n g ;

( 6 ) r e c r e a t i o n ;  -

( 7) w i l d l i f e  a nd f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t ;

( 8 ) h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g ;  a nd

( 9 )  o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s .

A R T I C L E  2. K O D I A K  I S L A N D  S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E  

S e c  4 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 0 .  K O D I A K  I S L A N D  S T A T E  G R A Z I N G  P R E S E R V E .  S u b j e c t  to v a l i d  

e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  t h e  s t a t e  o w n e d  o r  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the 

p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  is d e s i g n a t e d  as the K o d i a k  I s l a n d  G r a z i n g  

P r e s e r v e .

[ l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  ]

S e c t i o n  2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 8 6 .
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O f f ered: A / 2 1 / 8 6
R e f e rred: F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: F u l l e r

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 4 82 (Resources)

3 IN  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Act e n t i tled: " A n  A ct r e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n  of n a t u r a l  r a n g e l a n d . "

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds t h a t  t h e r e  is a s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c

9 p u r p o s e  in the p r o t e c t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a n g e l a n d  a n d  for

10 the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  s t a t e  o w n e d  or  a c q u i r e d  land v a l u a b l e  for g r a z i n g  as

11 state g r a z i n g  p r e s e r v e s  for the p e r p e t u a t i o n  of personal, c o m m e r c i a l ,  and

12 o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  u ses of the r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  the p r i n c i p l e s  of m u l t i p l e - u s e

13 an d  s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t .  I n  thi s  section, " n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g

14 r a n g e l a n d "  m e a n s  land of the state w h e r e  cattle, sheep, or r e i n d e e r  are

15 g r a z i n g  or w h e r e  cattle, sheep, or r e i n d e e r  m a y  g r a z e  u n d e r  lease or p e r m i t

16 of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources.

17 * Sec. 2. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  shall report to the

18 S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the first 10 days

19 of the s e s s i o n  on state land r e c o m m e n d e d  f or p r o t e c t i o n  as s t ate g r a z i n g

20 preserves.

-1- CSHB 4 8 2 (Res)



IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  F U L L E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 482 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  A ct e n t itled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n  of n a t u r a l  r a n g e­

lands ."

BE IT  E N A C T E D  l'.Y T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T ie l e g i s l a t u r e  f i nds that there is a s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  

p u r p o s e  in the p r r t e c t i o n  of  e x i s t i n g  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r a n g e l a n d s  a n d  

for the establishim n t  of s t a t e  o w n e d  o r  a c q u i r e d  land v a l u a b l e  for g r a z i n g  

as s t a t e  g r a z i n g  ) r e s e r v e s  for the p e r p e t u a t i o n  of  pe r s o n a l ,  com m e r c i a l ,  

and o t h e r  b e n e f i c i  .1 u s e s  o f  the r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u l t i -  

p l e - u u e  a nd sustaii a d - yield m a n a g e m e n t .

* Sec. 2. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  shall r e p o r t  to the 

S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  o f  he F i f t e e n t h  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the f i rst 10 days 

of the s e s s i o n  on  s t a t e  l and r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  as s t ate g r a z i n g  

p r e s e r v e s .

Int r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 7/86
R e f e rred: R e s o u r c e s  a n d
Fi n ance
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