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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 402 (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T HE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or a n  Act entitled: " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g . "

7 BE  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 5 . 2 0.081(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (b) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for an  a b s e n t e e  b a llot by m a i l  m u s t  be post-

10 m a r k e d  not [MORE THA N  SIX M O N T H S  NOR] less t h a n  14 [SEVEN] days b e f o r e

11 the e l e c t i o n  for w h i c h  the a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  is sought. T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n

12 for a n  a b s e n t e e  ballot shall p e r m i t  the p e r s o n  to r e g i s t e r  to v o t e

13 u n d e r  AS  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  and to r e q uest an a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  f or eac h  state

14 e l e c t i o n  h e l d  that y e a r  in w h i c h  the v o t e r  is e l i g i b l e  to vote.

15 * Sec. 2. A S  15.20 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

16 Sec. 15.20.082. A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  B Y  M A I L  F R O M  O U T S I D E  T HE U N I T E D

17 STATES. (a) T he d i r e c t o r  shall p r e p a r e  s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s

18 u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  for use i n  a state p r i m a r y  election, a state

19 g e n e r a l  election, and a state s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w h e n  the v o t e r  n o t i f i e s

20 the d i r e c t o r  in w r i t i n g  that '.he v o t e r  e x p e c t s  to be living, w o r king,

21 or t r a v e l i n g  o u t s i d e  the U n i t e d  States at the t i m e  of t he election.

22 T he d i r e c t o r  shall p r e p a r e  t he b a l l o t  so that it m a y  be sont to the

23 a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  60 days befo r e  the d a t e  of  the election. Th e  d i r e c t o r

24 shall list on  the b a llot the d i f f e r e n t  r a ces to be v o t e d  on at the

25 p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n  on a s t a t e w i d e  b a sis and, if the d i r e c t o r  p r e p a r e s

26 the b a llot w i t h o u t  the names of c a n d i d a t e s  p r i n t e d  o n  the ballot, the

27 d i r e c t o r  s h all p r o v i d e  the v o t e r  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in (c) of

28 this section.

29 (b) A s p e c i a l  s t ate a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  p r e p a r e d  for u s e  u n d e r  (a)
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of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  eac h  j u d i c i a l  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  a nd 

b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  or q u e s t i o n  s c h e d u l e d  to a p p e a r  on  the p a r t i c u l a r  

b a l l o t .

(c) A s p e c i a l  s t ate a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  p r e p a r e d  for the state

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o r  for a s t ate s p ecial e l e c t i o n  shall, if the names

of c a n d i d a t e s  are not yet certified, p e r m i t  a v o t e r  to cast a ball o t

for all the c a n d i d a t e s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  that e x p ects to 

h a v e  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a r  o n  the ballot; for this p u r p o s e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  

s h all p r e p a r e  the b a l l o t  w i t h  p a rty boxes and a b l a n k  line for e a c h  

o f f i c e  to be v o t e d  on  in that election. T h e  v o t e r  m a y  v o t e  for a 

c a n d i d a t e  f or that o f f i c e  by w r i t i n g  in the n a m e  o f  a p e r s o n  and

m a r k i n g  the b o x  to the r i ght of  that name or  the v o t e r  may m a r k  one of

the p a r t y  boxes. If the v o t e r  puts a m a r k  in a p a r t y  b o x  for that

office, the d i r e c t o r  shall count the m a r k  as a v o t e  cast for the

c a n d i d a t e  for that o f f i c e  n o m i n a t e d  by that party. If the v o t e r

w r i t e s  i n  a n a m e  f or an office, the v o t e  shall be c o u n t e d  as a w r i t e -  

in v ote for that office. The d i r e c t o r  s h all count the b a l l o t s  u n d e r  

AS 15.15.360. The d i r e c t o r  shall p r o v i d e  the v o t e r  w i t h  the n a m e s  of 

e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  a p p e a r i n g  on  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  a nd the names 

of any c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  h ave q u a l i f i e d  by  p e t i t i o n  to a p p e a r  on the 

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ballot.

(d) T he d i r e c t o r  shall p r e p a r e  the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  as 

s o o n  as is r e a s o n a b l y  p o s s i b l e  and s h all s end the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  

ballot to e a c h  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  a s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  u n d e r  this 

section. T he d i r e c t o r  shall, if the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  is r e­

ceiv e d  w i t h i n  the t ime r e q u i r e d  by law, c o unt the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  

ballot i n  p r e f e r e n c e  to t he s p e cial a b s e n t e e  ballot.
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  

H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

R E S E A R C H  A G E N C Y

Pouch Y , S late Capito l 
Juneau, AJaika 99811 

(907 ) 465-3991

April 24, 1986

M E M O R A N D U M

r0: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Terry M a r t i n

FROM: Carol 11 art, Sec r e ta r y

RE: Sub m a r i n e  Gal lot

David Teal asked t hat I send y o u  the a t t a c h e d  l e g i s l a t io n  on S u bmarine 

B a l l o t  Act.

Thi s is contained in Su ,'gested State Legislation, 1986, Volume 45, pub­

lished by the Council of S tate Governments.

CH

At t a c h m e n t

Four to five million qualified American voters live In other countries and must 
often cope with complex obstac les In order to exercise their right to vote. In some 
cases, such as Navy personnel stationed on nuclear submarines that remain sub­
merged fo r  sixty to ninety days at a time, these obstac les can prevent voting 
entirely.

Many states are unable o r unwilling to a lter primary da les In order to print 
absentee general election ballots soon enough to accommodate overseas voters. 
An alternative that promotes enfranchisement Is the "submarine ballot," a special 
ballot that can bfl .ailed up to ninety days In advance o f the e lection to voters 
who apply that j r ly  and can certify they expect not to be ab le to vote In the 
usual absentee manner. The ballot does not have all the candidates ’ names, only 
titles o f o ff ices and as many names or measures as can qualify before the print­
ing deadline. The absentee voter marks tho ballot by writing In a name or ex­
pressing a parly preference fo r each o ffice .

This draft bill comb ines  1984 Wash 'no'on and Connecticut legislation and In­
corporates minor changes suggested . ,  .no U.S. Department of Defense ’s Federal 
Voting Assis tance Program.

Submarine Ballot Act



Suggested State Legislation

(Title, enLJtIng clause, etc.)

1 Section 1. [Short Title] This act may be cited as the Submarine Ballot Act.
1 Section 2. [Providing Absentee Ballots]
2 (a) As provided In this section, the county election off icer shall pr.ovlde
3 special absentee ballots to be used for s late primary o r state general elec-
4 tlons. A special absentee ballot shall only be provided to a voter who com-
5 pletes an application stating that:
6 (1) The voter believes that she or he will be residing o r stationed or
7 working outside the continental United States.
8 (2) The voter believes that she or he will be unable to vote and return
9 a regular absentee ballot by normal mail delivery within the period provided

10 fo r regular absentee ballots.
1 Section 3. [Application for Absentee Ballot]
2 (a) The application f o r a  special absentee ballot may not be filed earlier
3 than (ninety) days prior to the applicable state primary o r  general election.
4 (b)The application fo ran overseas ballot shall be the federal application
5 permitted under [cite appropriate act] o r In the form o f  an affidavit sub-
6 scribed and sworn to before an officer authorized to administer oaths, and
7 shall provide substantially as fo llows:
8 To the Town Clerk of the Town o f (town, state] I, the undersigned, swear
9 that the following statements are true:

10 (1) I am a citizen o f  the United States.
11 (2) I have not at any time forfeited my right to become an elector and my
12 electoral privileges because of conviction of a disfranchising crime or, In the
13 event that I have so  forfeited such rights and privileges, all fines In con-
14 Junction with such conviction have been paid, I have been discharged from
15 any confinement, parole, or probation, as the case may be, relating to such
16 conviction and I submit written proof thereof.
17 (3) I was born on [date], and on the day o f the next federal election,
18 I shall be at least eighteen years of age.
19 (4) I am a former resident ot the above town, to which I am making this
20 application, and resided at [street address] therein. I moved from such town
21 to my present residence on [date]. I now reside in [town] at [street address]
22 therein.
23 (5) I have a valid passport o r  card o f  Identity and registration Issued
24 under the authority of the Secretary of State o f the United States or alternate
25 form o f Identification.
26 (6) I hereby apply fo r an overseas ballot fo r the
27 ( ) Primaiy
28 ( ) General Election
29 ( ) Special Election
30 to be held on [date], I do not maintain a domicile In this sta le or In any other
31 state or election district o f any state o r territory o r any territory oi posses-
32 s lon o f the United States. I have not voted and will not vote otherwise than by
33 this ballot at such election for which I now apply for an overseas ballot.
34 I am not eligible to vote In any other town In [state] o r in any other state
35 o r  election district o f any state or territory o r any territory or possess ion
36 o f the United States.

S u b m a r i n e  Ballot \  

*

37 (7) The said ballot Is to be mailed to me at [mailing address].
38 Dated a t  t h i s  day o f  19----------
39  (Signature o f  applicant)
40 Subscribed and sworn to before me t h i s ------------- day o f -------------- -
41 19______
42     (Signature and title o f o f f ice r
4 3  administering oath)
44 (c) The oath to be administered In connection with any such application
45 may be administered by any o fficer empowered to administer oaths under
46 [cite appropriate act] o r any o fficer empowered to administer oaths under
47 the laws of any state or country o r  by any commissioned officer In the armed
48 forces, o r  any consul, vice consul o rdeputy consul representing the Uni'ed
49 States In a foreign country, and shall be attested to by such o f f ie r  over his
50 signature and title or statement o f rank. In addition, any such oath may be
51 administered and attested by any two persons, one o f  whom shall be an
52 American citizen, if taken In a  foreign country.
1 Section 4. {Contents of Ballot]
2 (a) The special absentee ballot shall list the titles o f a l l o ff ices contested
3 at such election and measures, if known, scheduled to  appear on the state
4 primary or general election ballot. The voter may use the special absentee
5 ballot to write In a party preference, the name o f any e ligib le candidate for
6  each off ice, and vote on any measure.
7 (b) With any special absentee ballot issued under this section, the county
8 election officer shall include a listing o f  any candidates who have filed be-
9 fore the time of the application for o f f ices  that will appear on the ballot

10 at that primary or election and a list o f  any Issues that have been referred
11 to the ballot before the time o f  the application.
12 (c) Write-In votes on special absentee ballots shall be counted In the same
13 manner provided by law for the counting o f other write-in votes. The county
14 election officer, shall process and canvass the special absentee ballots pro-
15 vided under this section In the same manner as other absentee ballots under
16 [cite appropriate ac.t].

1 Section 5. [Validity of Ballot] A voter who requests a special absentee
2 ballot under this act may also make application for an absentee ballot under
3 [cite appropriate act] o r  a service absentee ballot under [cite appropriate
4 act]. If the regular absentee or service absentee ballot Is properly voted and
5 returned, the special absentee ballot sha ll be deemed void and the county
6 election officer shall reject It In whole when special absentee ballots are
7 canvassed.

1 Section 6. [Severability] [Insert severability clause.]
1 Section 7. [Repealer] [Insert repealer clause.]
1 Section 8. [Effective Date] [Insert effective date.]
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M E M O R A N D U M

To: R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Al Adams, Chairman

House Fina n c e  Committee

From: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y Ma r t i n  '$/#/■

Date: April 15, 1986

Subject: CS HB 402 J u d i c i a r y

"An Act relating to m i l i t a r y  and o v e rs e a s  voters."

A l a s k a ' s  overseas and m i l i t a r y  voters need a simple process and ad e q u a t e  time 

to a p p l y  f o r  and receive ab s entee ballots. This bill a cc o m p l i s h e s  both.

First, it backs up in statute proc e d ur e s  alre a d y  es t a b li s h e d  by the D i v ision

o f  Elections, w h i c h  a) allow an ab s e n t e e  v o t e r  to send in one f orm to request

a b s e n t e e  ballots for ajj_ state elections occ ur r i n g  in the f o llowing year; 

and, b) permit the v o te r  to register to vote. All of these actions can be

a c c o m p l i s h e d  on one form, in one mailing.

Second, the bill allows a voter to request a b se n t e e  ballots up to one y e a r  in 

a d v a n c e  of an election. Curre n t  law allows ballots to be r e q uested no m ore 

than six mo nt h s  in advance, w h i c h  means that if a voter desires an a bs e n t e e  

ba l l o t  for both the prima r y  and general e l ections, then the request can be 

m a d e  no m o r e  than three months before the primary, or else it will be more 

than six months be f o r e  the general.

Third, the bill sets up a p r o c e d u re  so that a b s en t e e  ballots can be m a i l e d  out 

to voters earlier, giving m i l i t a r y  and overseas voters enough time to a pply 

for, receive and return their ballots so that their votes can be counted. As 

y o u  ma y  know, it is not unusual fo r  o v e r s ea s  mail to require 15 days o r  more 

f o r  d e l i v e r y  j_n one d i r e c t i o n . _ Because o f  this unique ci r c umstance, we 

re c ognize the need to provide overseas and m i l i t a r y  voters w i t h  a m e c h a n i s m  to 

receive t heir a bs e n t e e  ballots ea r l i e r  than o ther voters.

U n d e r  e x i sting law, it wo u l d  be dif f i c u l t  f o r  Division of Elections to have 

r e g u l ar  ballots ready for m a i l i n g  60 days before an election, e s p e c i a l l y  a 

general election, since so much time is required to cert i f y  the primary 

election.

Ther e f o re ,  HB 402 sets up a new system, simi la r  to that used by W a s h i ng t o n  

State and others.
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A special a b sentee b a l l o t  will be p r e p a r e d  for each state general election. 

This ba l l ot  will s h o w  all ba l l o t  p r op o s i t i o n s  or q u estions. The special 

ballot will contain party boxes and a blank line w i t h  a box, f o r each race, 

sort of like this:

D e m o c r a t R e publican Li b e r t a r ia n

The a b s entee v o t e r  m a y  then vote in one of two ways: 1) by m a r k i n g  one of the

boxes, thereby voting for the ca nd i d a t e  n o m i n a t e d  by the p arty (the primary 

winner); or, 2) by w r i t i n g  in a candidate and c h ec k i n g  the c o r r e s p o n d i n g  box. 

The Division o f  Elections will provide an e n c losure with  the special ballot

w hich lists the names of all the qua l i f i ed  c a ndidates that w e r e  in the primary

race, as well as a n y  cand i d a t e s wh o  qual i f y  by p e t ition to a p p e a r  on the 

general e l e c t i o n  ballot.

When the regu la r  ballots are prepared, Division of E l e ctions will send one out 

to each v o t e r w h o  r e c eived a special a b s e n t ee  ballot. As this regu l a r  ballot 

will be c o mplete, c o n t a i n i n g  all the candidates' names, this bal l o t  w o u l d  be 

counted in p r eference to the special ba l l o t if the r e g u l a r  b a l l o t  is r e c eived 

back in time to m e e t  s t a t u t o r y  deadlines. If the second ba ll o t  is not 

returned in time, the first (special) ballot w o ul d  be counted.

The D i v i s i o n  of Elections has given t heir support to this bill, and y o u  will 

note that the fiscal note is minimal.

It is vital t hat y o u  give careful c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to this measu r e , in the

interests o f  all A l a s k a n  voters. I will be happy to p r o v i d e  additional 

information or to a n s w e r  a n y  questions.
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I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A ct e n tit .ed: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) An  a p p l i c a t i o n  for an a b s e n t e e  ballot b y  m a i l  mus t  be p o s t­

ma r k e d  not [MORE T H A N  SIX M O N T H S  NOR] less than s e ven days b e f o r e  the 

e l e c t i o n  for w h i c h  the a b s e n t e e  ball o t  is sought. The a p p l i c a t i o n  for

an a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  shall permit the p e r s o n  to r e g i s t e r  to v o t e  u n d e r

AS 15 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  a n d  to r e quest an a b s e n t e e  ball o t  f o r  e a c h  s t ate e l e c t i o n  

h e l d  that y e a r  in w h i c h  the v o t e r  is e l i g i b l e  to vote.

* Sec. 2. AS 15.20 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 15 20.082. .BSENTEE V O T I N G  B Y  M A I L  F R O M  O U T R I D E  T H E  U N I T E D  

STATES. (a) T h e  d i r e c t o r  shall p r e p a r e  s p e cial a b s e n t e e  b a l lots 

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  for us e  in a s t ate p r i m a r y  election, a state 

ge n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  a nd a state s p e cial e l e c t i o n  w h e n  the v o t e r  n o t i f i e s  

the d i r e c t o r  in w r i t i n g  that the v o t e r  expects to be living, working,

or t r a v e l i n g  o u t s i d e  the U n i t e d  States at the time of the election.

The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i r e p a r e  the ballot so that it m a y  be sent to the 

a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  60 day s  b e f o r e  the date of the election. T he d i r e c t o r

shall list on the ball o t  the d i f f e r e n t  races to be v o t e d  o n  at the

p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n  on a s t a t e w i d e  b a sis and, if the d i r e c t o r  p r e p a r e s  

the b a llot w i t h o u t  the n a mes of ca n d i d a t e s  p r i n t e d  on t he ballot, the 

d i r e c t o r  shall p r o v i d e  the v o t e r  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in (c) of 

this section.

(b) A  s p e c i a l  state a b s e n t e e  ballot p r e p a r e d  for u s e  u n d e r  (a)
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of this s e c t i o n  shall c o n t a i n  e a c h  j u d i c i a l  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  and 

b a llot p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n  s c h e d u l e d  to a p p e a r  on the p a r t i c u l a r  

b a l l o t .

(c) A  s p e cial state a b s e n t e e  ballot p r e p a r e d  for the state

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  or  for a s t ate s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  shall, if the names

of c a n d i d a t e s  are n o t  yet certified, p e rmit a v o t e r  to cast a b a llot

for all the c a n d i d a t e s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  that e x p e c t s  to 

h a v e  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a r  o n  the ballot; for this p u r pose, the d i r e c t o r  

s h all p r e p a r e  the b a l l o t  w i t h  p a rty boxes and a b l a n k  line for each 

o f fice to be v o t e d  o n  in that election. The v o t e r  m a y  v o t e  f o r  a 

c a n d i d a t e  for that o f f i c e  by w r i t i n g  in the n a m e  of a p e r s o n  and

m a r k i n g  the b o x  to the r i ght of  that name or the v o t e r  may m a r k  o ne of

the p a r t y  boxes, ir the v o t e r  puts a m a r k  in a p a rty box for that

office, the d i r e c t o r  shall count the m a r k  as a v o t e  cast f or the

c a n d i d a t e  for that o f f i c e  n o m i n a t e d  by that party. If the v o t e r

w r i t e s  in  a n a m e  for an office, the v ote shall be c o unted as a write- 

in v o t e  for that office. The d i r e c t o r  shall count the b a llots u n d e r  

AS 15.15.360. The d i r e c t o r  s h all p r o v i d e  the v o t e r  w i t h  the n a m e s  of 

e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  a p p e a r i n g  o n  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  ballot and the names 

of any c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  h ave q u a l i f i e d  by p e t i t i o n  to a p p e a r  on  the 

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ballot.

(d) The d i r e c t o r  s h all p r e p a r e  the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  as 

s o o n  as is r e a s o n a b l y  p o s s i b l e  a nd shall send the r e g u l a r  absentee 

ballot to eac n  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  a s p e cial a b s e n t e e  ball o t  u n d e r  this 

section. The d i r e c t o r  shall, if the r e g ular a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  is r e­

ceived w i t h i n  the tim e  r e q u i r e d  by law, count the r e g u l a r  a b s entee 

ball o t  in  p r e f e r e n c e  to t he s p e cial a b s e n t e e  ballot.
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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M A R T I N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 402

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 For an  A ct entitled: " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m i l i t a r y  and o v e r s e a s  v o t e r s . "

7 BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T ATE OF A L A SKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

9 read:

10 (g) In  p r e p a r i n g  forms n e c e s s a r y  to a c h i e v e  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of thi s

11 chapter, t he d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  e n s u r e  that a for m  u s e d  by a v o t a r  to

12 apply for an  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  also p e r m i t s  the p e r s o n  to r e g i s t e r  to

13 vot e  and the d i r e c t o r  m a y  a c c e p t  a s i n g l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m  a p e r s o n

14 that r e q u e s t s  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  for each state e l e c t i o n  to be h e l d  that

15 year.

16 * Sec. 2. AS  15.20 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

17 Sec. 15.20.082. A B S E N T E E  V O T I N G  BY  M A I L  F R O M  O U T S I D E  TH E  U N I T E D

18 STATES. (a) The d i r e c t o r  s h all p r e p a r e  s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s

19 u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  for u s e  in a state p r i m a r y  el e c t i o n ,  a s t a t e

20 g e n e r a l  election, and a s t ate s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w h e n  the v o t e r  e x p e c t s

21 to be living, working, o r  t r a v e l i n g  o u t side t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  at the

22 time of  the e l e c t i o n  a n d  a n t i c i p a t e s  b e i n g  u n a b l e  to  r e t u r n  the b a l l o t
3

23 b y  air m ail w i t h i n  the time o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  chapter. T h e

24 d i r e c t o r  s h all p r e p a r e  the b a l l o t  so that it m a y  be  sent to the a b sen-

25 tee v o t e r  60 days b e f o r e  the dat e  of  the election.

26 (b) A  s p e c i a l  s t ate absent', e b a llot p r e p a r e d  f o r  u s e  u n d e r  (a)

27 of this s e c t i o n  shall c o n t a i n  e a c h  ball o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n

28 s c h e d u l e d  to a p p e a r  on the p a r t i c u l a r  ballot.

29 (c) A  s p e cial s t a t e  a b s e n t e e  ballot p r e p a r e d  for the s t ate
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L g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o r  for a s t a t e  special e l e c t i o n  shall, if the n a mes

2 of c a n d i d a t e s  are n ot y e t  c e r t i f i e d ,  p e r m i t  a v o t e r  to cast a b a l l o t

3 f or all the can d i d a t e s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  that e x p e c t s  to

4 h a v e  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a r  o n  the ballot; for this p u r p o s e ,  t he d i r e c t o r

5 s h all p l ace the n a m e s  of the c a n d i d a t e s  that h a v e  b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  in

6 c o l u m n s  by p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a n d  p e r m i t  the v o t e r  to c ast a v o t e  f o r  the

7 i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e s  of  that p a r t y  by m a r k i n g  a  b o x

8 at the h e a d  of  the column; if a m a r k  is p l a c e d  in the box at the h e a d

9 of  a column, a v o t e  has b e e n  cast f or e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  a c t u a l l y  n o m i n -

10 a t e d  b y  that party o n  the b a l l o t  p r e p a r e d  for u s e  in the d i s t r i c t  a nd

11 a v o t e  cast fo r  an i n d i v i d u a l  c a n d i d a t e  in  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  m a y  no t  be

12 counted. T h e  b a llot s h all i n d i c a t e  that m a r k i n g  the b o x  c o n s t i t u t e s  a

13 v o t e  f o r  e a c h  ca n d i d a t e  of  that p a r t y  w h o s e  n a m e  a p pears o n  the offi-

14 c i a l  ballot.

15 (d) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  15.25.070, a s p e c i a l  absen t e e  b a l l o t

16 p r e p a r e d  for a s t ate p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  that fails to list th e  n a m e  of

17 e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  s e e k i n g  n o m i n a t i o n  at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  s h all p e r m i t

18 the a b s e n t e e  v o ter to w r i t e  i n  the names of i n d i v i d u a l  c a n d i d a t e s  a nd

19 the d i r e c t o r  shall count, in a d d i t i o n  to v o t e s  cast for a c a n d i d a t e

20 w h o s e  n a m e  is p r i n t e d  on  the s p e c i a l  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b a llot, the

21 n a m e s  of i n d i v i d u a l  c a n d i d a t e s  who a re w r i t t e n  in u n d e r  this sub-

22 section.

23 (e) The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  as

24 s o o n  as is r e a s o n a b l y  p o s s i b l e  and shall s end the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e

25 b a l l o t  to e a c h  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  a s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  b a llot u n d e r  this

26 section. The d i r e c t o r  shall, if the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e  b a llot is re-

27 c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the tim e  r e q u i r e d  by law, count the r e g u l a r  a b s e n t e e

28 b a l l o t  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  to the s p e c i a l  a b s e n t e e  ballot.

H B  402 -2-




