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Introduced: 1/14/85
Referred: Community & Regional Affairs 
and Finance

Funding Information 
General Fund $1,100,000
Other Funds ____ -0-

$ 1 , 1 00, 000
1 IN THE HOUSE BY LARSON AND HURLEY

2 HOUSE BILL NO, 43

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An :t making a special appropriation for payment as

7 a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for acquir-

8 ing land to provide public recreational access to

9 Montana Creek, Little Willow Creek, Willow Creek, and

10 Kashwitna River; and providing for an effective

11 • date."

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A•

13 * Sect .on 1. The sum of $1,100,000 is appropriated from the general

14 fund for payment as a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for acquiring

15 land to provide.public recreational access to Montana Creek, Little Willow

16 Creek, Willow Creek, and Kashwitna River.

17 * Sec. 2. The appropriation made by this Act shall be disbursed in

18 accordance with AS 37.05.315.

19 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

20 10.070(c).

-1- HB 43



House B i l l  43  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  l a n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
M on tana  C r e e k ,  L i t t l e  W i l l o w  C r e e k ,  K a s h w i t n a ,  an d  W i l l o w  C r e e k .  
A p p r o x im a t e ly  f i v e  h u nd red  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  o f  t h a t  amount i s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  b u y  t h e  l a n d  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  
S u s i t n a  R i v e r  f r o m  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  K a s h w i t n a  R i v e r .  T h i s  s i t e  c o n s i s t s  
o f  60  a c r e s  and  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p r i v a t e l y  owned . A lo n g  w i t h  t h i s  w i l l  c o n e  
a  number o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  b o a t  ramp and  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  d e v e l o p  
a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k  an d  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h i s  
a c c e s s  known a s  t i e  S u s i t n a  L a n d in g  i s  t h e  o n l y  b o a t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
Y e n tn a ,  D a sh k a ,  A le x a n d e r  an d  o t h e r  c r e e k s  w e s t  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r .  
Seme a i r  b o a t e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  u s e  W i l l o w  C r e e k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  
s a f e  an d  e f f i c i e n t  means f o r  b o a t s  l a r g e r  t h a n  a i r  b o a t s .

A p p r o x i r r a t e l y  t h r e e  h u nd red  S e v e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 3 7 5 , 0 0 0 )  o f  
t h i s  am oun t i s  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  cam pg round  im m e d ia t e ly  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  W i l l o w  C re e k  b r i d g e  w e s t  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H ighw ay . T h i s  i s  a  14 a c r e  
s i t e  t h a t  i s  u s e d  b y  b o t h  f i s h e rm e n  and  h i k e r s  a s  a c c e s s  t o  W i l l o w  
C r e e k .  D u r in g  t h e  surrmer m on th s ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  a  th o u s a n d  
p e o p l e  p e r  wedkend u s i n g  t h i s  a r e a .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h i s  i s  i n  p r i v a t e  
h a n d s ,  an d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i s h  t o  s e l l  t h i s  t o  t h e  B o ro u g h  t o  b e  u s e d  
i n  p e r p e t u i t y  f o r  p a r k  and r e c r e a t i o n  u s e s .  The  c u v r e n t  ow ne rs  a r e  
g e t t i n g  o n  i n  ag e  and a r e  r u n n in g  o u t  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d le  t h i s .  We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a s k i n g  p r i c e  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e lo w  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e .

The r e m a in in g  tw o  h u nd red  t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 )  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  M on tana  C r e e k  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
t h e  P a r k s  H ighway b r i d q e .  L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k  D i v i s i o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  camping f a c i l i t y  and  p a r k i n g  g r o u n d s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  
M ontana C r e e k ,  a s  W i l l o w  C r e e k ,  r e c e i v e s  w e l l  i n  e x c e s s  o f  a  th o u s a n d  
p e o p l e  p e r  d a y  o n  weekends d u r i n g  t h e  summer, and  t h e  c u r r e n t  f a c i l i t y  
i s  a l r e a d y  o v e r  c row ded . The tw o  h u n d re d  t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  
( $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 )  t h a t  r e m a in s  o u t  o f  t h e  1 . 1  m i l l i o n  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  w h ich  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip .



T h i s  w i l l  t h e n  p r o v i d e  a r p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  b o t h  t o d a y ' s  u s e r s  and 
f u t u r e  u s e r s  o f  M ontana C r e e k .  A p p r o x im a t e ly  tw o  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  
d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  i s  n e ed ed  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  45  a c r e s  a t  L i t t l e  W i l l c w  
C r e e k  im m e d i a t e ly  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  T h i s  i s  v i t a l  t o  o u r  a b i l i t y  
t o  k e e p  t h i s  s t r e a m  op en  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  f i s h i n g  a c c e s s  w i t h o u t  
t r e s p a s s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  B o ro u g h  owns n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  l a n d  a l o n g  L i t t l e  
W i l l c w  C r e e k  e x c e p t  t h a t  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  w h ic h  i s  n e ed ed  f o r  p a r k i n n  and  
i t s  a  j u m p - o f f  p o i n t  f o r  w a l k - i n  f i s h e rm e n .

Y ou  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  sum o f  t h e  a b o v e  am oun ts  i s  a b o u t  two h u n d re d  
th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  1 , 1  m i l l i o n  r e q u e s t e d .  We 
may e n c o u n t e r  ow ne rs  who d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  s e l l  o r  who w an t  t o o  much f o r  
t h e i r  l a n d  o r  who w an t  t o  s e l l  j u s t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l a n d .  A l s o ,  we 
may b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  p r i c e  dcwn f o r  d e v e l o p e d  p a r c e l s  b y  u s i n g  a  l e a s e  
b a c k  t o  t h e  s e l l e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  may b e  s a n e  r e s i d u e  
f r o m  t h e  2 . 6  m i l l i o n  W i l l o w  C r e e k  r o a d  p r o j e c t  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  
t h i s .  T h a t  p r o j e c t  t o t a l s  2 . 4  m i l l i o n .

A l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  B o ro u g h  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  
t o u r i s t s  we r e c e i v e  e a c h  y e a r .  A n ch o ra g e  f i s h e rm e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  B o ro ugh  
f i s h e rm e n ,  e x t e n s i v e l y  u s e  t h e s e  s t r e a m s  f r o m  e a r l y  May u n t i l  l a t e  
S e p tem b e r .  The k i n g  sa lm on  r u n ,  t h e  S i l v e r  s a lm o n  r u n ,  and  t h e  p i n k  
sa lm o n  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  r e c e n t l y ;  and  a s  t h e  f i s h i n g  g e t s  b e t t e r ,  t h e  m o re  
p e o p l e  p a r t a k e .  T he  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e s e  
s t r e a m s  w i l l  a l s o  r e l i e v e  s a n e  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  K e n a i  R i v e r .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  K e n a i  R i v e r  i s  n o t  a  B o r o u g h  p r o b l e m ,  i t  i s  a  S t a t e -w i d e  
p r o b le m  t h a t  t h e s e  f u n d s  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  a d d r e s s i n g .

H ouse  B i l l  2 9  a u t h o r i z e s  s i x  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  t o  
im p ro v e  t h e  r o a d  i n t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Su  P a v e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  P o i n t  
M ac k e n z ie  a r e a ,  p r o v i d e  f o r  s a n i t a r y  l a t r i n e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a  p a r k i n g  p ad  
and  cam p ing  s p o t s .  The- L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  
S t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  b y  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s o r e  t im e  t h i s  y e a r .  T h i s  
money i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a n d le  i n  e x c e s s  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  who 
c u r r e n t l y  u s e  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  a  w eekend  o f  k i n g  sa lm on  f i s h i n g .  C u r r e n t  
a c c e s s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  b u l l d o z e r  t r a i l  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  f o u r -w h e e l  d r i v e  t o  
g e t  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Im p r o v in g  t h e  a c c e s s  an d  m an ag ing  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  m o re  an d  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e .  T h i s  
p r o j e c t  a l s o  w i l l  g o  a  l o n g  way i n  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  c o n g e s t i o n  on  t h e  K e n a i  
R i v e r .

T o g e t h e r  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  W i l l c w  C r e e k  p r o j e c t  t h a t  w i l l  
b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a r e  n e ed ed  t o  p r o v i d e  a  t o u r i s m  b a s e  f o r  t h e  
V a l l e y  a n d  t o  r e d u c e  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  c o n g e s t i o n  o n  t h e  K e n a i  R i v e r .  The 
p e o p l e  h e r e  l o c a l l y  s u p p o r t  t o u r i s m  m o re  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  e c onom ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t .  L o c a l  f u n d s  h a v e  b e en  p r o v i d e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w ays  t o  
u p g ra d e  f i s h i n g  a c c e s s  s p o t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L i t t l e  S u ,  K a shw itn a  and 
W i l l c w  C r e e k .  We hope  t h a t  t h e  A n ch o ra g e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  s u p p o r t  
f i s h i n g  a c c e s s  a s  im p ro v e d  f i s h i n g  a c c e s s  an d  b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  b o a t  
la u n c h in g  o n t o  t h e  r i v e r  s y s t em  a r e  o f  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  t o  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  
o f  A n ch o rag e  an d  t o  many v i s i t o r s .
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HOUSE JOURNAL 
SUPPLEMENT

January  18, 1985 January 18, 1985

JATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
________________FISCAL NOTE_______________

„ _ Pevlslon Date: ;

SLATIVE SESSION

•t:r
i i BCieC: REVENUE__________
Catego ry  A f f e c t e d :  klvlnuc .: t ion and Hanaoerent_________gran or Subprograms} Affected uoport Enforrenent Dlvisi'on

8iil/ftesolution No.:______

Title:__ p ^ r r . a t i p r .  R i v e r s .

T.AMTAl T
PEVthUS

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Oollars)
aCRDKl ruKj *
■ tO K A L  f  JN O S IfNOt 
TO TA L 533.fi- J L - 3^2.

‘A R T - T IM E
rOWARY

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Attached

IZ16/S5. Prepared 8y:
Division:. P.rV.

_
Approved ty'toasts*toner.
AiuL)bMA - - i*b.i -IT.V •



HOUSt JOURNAL 
SUPPLEMENT January 18, 1985

S ta te  R ec re a tio n  R iv e r*  -  F is c a l A n a ly s is

Two permanent p a rt - t i*M  Pa rk  Ranger 1/B mos.
T ra in ing  and re g io n a l c o o rd in a t io n
V eh ic le  m ile ag e , r e fu t e  c o l le c t i o n ,  j a n i t o r i a l  c o n tra c t  
Hand t o o ls ,  maintenance commodities
Pickup t ru c k s  ( 2 ) ,  r a d io s , boat w ith  t r a i l e r ,  zod ia c  r a f t  

law ctitorcemant equipment such as l i g h t s ,  s i r e n ,  PA 
system , handguns

n r  8  7

Same co sta  excep t th a t  equipment purchases would be 
unnecessary except, f o r  a d d it io n a l r a d io  equipment.

C a p it a l expend itu re s are  f o r  ro ad /b o a t launch /p a rk in g  a t  thn L i t t l e  S u s itn a  
Ruver.

■



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
_______________FISCAL NOTE_____________

Revision Date:
REQUEST Bil l/Resolution No.: hb 43Tit le : Recreation Land Acquisition 

Nat-Su Borough 
Sponsor: Larson
Requestor:________Date of Request: 1 / 22/85

FISCAL DETAILAgency Affected: Parks & Outdoor Recreation 
Program Category Affected:_
Natural Resources Management

BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Parks and Recreation Management

EXPENDITURES/REVEf UES:
OPERATING

“ fy r r FV '66 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

f)00 SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

500 LAND L STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 

BOO MISCELLANEOUS

19.2 20.6

4.0 4.0

16.0 18.0

5.C 5.0

15.0 4.0

TOTAL OPERATING 59.2 51.6

C A P I T A L

t REVENUE I
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
JtNEKALl r liN J  
rEDERAL FUNDS 

DTHER 
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Recreation Land Acquisition, Mat-Su Borough Fiscal Note Analysis

The requested funds will propvide the below listed maintenance and
operations support for recreation land acquisition.

FY 86 luG - funds will provide one seasonal part time Park
Ranger I to manage the units.

200 - funds will provide for travel within the region
(106 miles round trip from Wasilla to Montana 
Creek).

300 - the funds will provide for a provate maintenance and
janitorial contract (15K) to service the units, 
vehicle mileage and other contractual services, such 
as, refuse collection.

400 - provides in the hand tools and maintenance
commodities for the ranger‘s managing the unit.

500 - provides the equipment necessary7 to manage the
units; 1 pick-up truck (10K), radios, public safety 
and law enforcement implements.

FY 87 the same amount of funding would be necessary in each budget
category (accounting for inflation) with the exception of 
equipment. These costs v/ould drop to only 4K for the 
purchase of additional radio equipment.

m
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