


COMMITTEE REPORT
HOUSE

w) FURTHER: Finance

1/14/85

Community and_
The CommittBe on Re@onal Affairs - hashad HB 43

An Act making a special appropriation for payment as a grant to r_he
Matanuska-Susitna Borough for acquiring land to provide public
recreational access to Montana Greek, Little Willow Creek, Willow,,
Creek, and Kashwitna Rivcrj and providing for an effective date,

under consideration and recommends:

L ] do pass [ ]do not pass
[ ] do passwith attached amendments(s) ame title
[ ] replace with CS for [[ new tltfe

and recommends

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent’ ['A]  N8w Fiscal Note

_ . .- U _ ] Zero FiscalNote Attached
[m] reports it back withoutArecommendation

[ ] referred to the Committee
P@@E@é / SIGNING %FNEEREEEMMENDATI ONS:
| %
)£.<--0- Jrc< [. .S AA-J. L*L
/ /73
T i 7

oa\f.V.h\L: . M le:

CHAIRMAN



HEARING DATE

NAf 2 (Please Print)

SuM frij\k i%o\Nk/K
UD<8 Atm
TtfaAL ///,

U N */m7
A 1—IAaa QLA

ity k Iticcsi'b
. S ]
tra,n A>N S cM<a-w

W

Alaska 1>tate ffiegtslature

House of Representatives

Committee on

Community & Regional A Jfairs

ADDRESS

(4
[l

REPRESENTING

F 164 /WJO "“AnMe
/7j cfts Tsj U-J
ftA"" (f/O0tFCre_

Al F't™ LolF.

if-0° (~Tt

7— I'r |
AOc? 3"
1 { A

Pouch V

Slate Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-4833
TESTIFY PHONE
(Yes or No) NUMBER
It As-nno
Z2"SG-ztfsr
1f- ¥4 [£0
n o
[&zys*™
/v . C"ZZvS
A fo tffc



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Introduced: 1/14/85
Referred: Community & Regional Affairs
and Finance
Funding Information
General Fund $1,100,000
Other Funds _____-0-
$1,100,000
IN THE HOUSE BY LARSON AND HURLEY
HOUSE BILL NO, 43
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTHLEGISLATURE -FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An :t making a special appropriation for payment as
a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for acquir-
ing land to provide public recreational access to
Montana Creek, Little Willow Creek, Willow Creek, and
Kashwitna River; and providing for an effective
- date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA=
*Sect .on 1. The sum of $1,100,000 is appropriated from the general
fund for payment as a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for acquiring
land to provide.public recreational access to Montana Creek, Little Willow
Creek, Willow Creek, and Kashwitna River.
* Sec. 2. The appropriation madeby this Act shall be disbursed in
accordance with AS 37.05.315.
*Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c).

-1- HB 43



House B ill 43 will Frovide funds to ﬁurcha_se land in the vicinity of
Montana Creek, Little Willow Creek, Kashwitna, and Willow Creek. .
Apprpmmatelg five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) of that amount is
required to ur the land used to ﬁrowde access to tributaries of the
Susitna River from the mouth of the Kashwitna River. This site consists
of 60 acres and is currently privately owned. Alo.ngi with this will cone
a number of buildings, a boat ramp and the potential to develop .
additional park and recreation activities in the area. Currently, this
access known as tie Susitna Landing is the only boat access to the
Yentna, Dashka, Alexander and other creeks west of the Susitna River.
Seme air boaters are able to use Willow Creek, however, that is not a
safe and efficient means for boats larger than air boats.

Approxirrately three hundred Seventy-five thousand dollars ($375,000% 0f
this amount is to be used to purchase a campground immediately north of
the Willow Creek bridge west of the Parks Highway. This is a 14 acre
site that is used by both fishermen and hikers as access to Willow
Creek. During the surrmer months, there are in excess of a thousand
ﬂeople per wedkend using this area. Currently, this is in private
nands, and the individuals wish to sell this to the Borough to be used
in perpetuity for park and recreation uses. The cuvrent owners are
%etilng on in age and are running out of a_bl|lt¥) to handle this. We
elieve that the asking price is substantially below fair market value.

The remaining two hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($225,000) is
necessary to ﬁurchase the north side of Montana Creek at the junction of
the Parks Highway b_rld(?e. ~Last year, the State Park Division
established a campln.? acility and parking grounds south of the river.
Montana Creek, as Willow Creek, receives well in excess of a thousand
people per day on weekends during the summer, and the current facility
Is already over crowded. The two hundred twenty-five thousand dollars
($225,000Y that remains out of the 1.1 million will be used to negotiate
the purchase of the north side, which is currently in private ownership.



This will then provide arple opportunity for both today's users and
future users of Montana Creek. Approximately two hundred thousand
dollars ($200,000) is needed to purchase the 45 acres at Little Willcw
Creek immediately adjacent to the bridge. This is vital to our ability
to keep this stream open to the ﬁUbHC for fishing access without
trespass. Currently, the Borough owns nearly all the land along Little
Willcw Creek except that at the bridge which is needed for parkinn and
its a jump-off point for walk-in fishermen.

You will see that the sum of the above amounts is about two hundred
thousand dollars ($200,000) greater than the 1,1 million requested. We
may encounter owners who do not want to sell or who want too much for
their land or who want to sell just a portion of their land. Also, we
may bhe able to ?et the price dcwn for developed parcels by using a lease
back to the seller for several years. Also, there may be sane residue
from the 2.6 million Willow Creek road project that could be used for
this. That project totals 2.4 million.

All of the above projects will assist the Borough in handling the
tourists we receive each year. Anchorage fishermen, as well as Borough
fishermen, extensively use these streams from early May until late
September. The king salmon run, the Silver salmon run, and the pink
salmon have increased recently; and as the fishing gets better, the more
people partake. The increased access and public accessibility to these
streams will also relieve sane of the pressure on the Kenai River.
Although the Kenai River is not a Borough problem, it is a State-wide
problem that these funds will assist in addressing.

House B ill 29 authorizes six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) to
improve the road into the Little Su Paver in the vicinity of the Point
Mackenzie area, provide for sanitary latrine facilities, a parking pad
and camping spots. The- Little Susitna River will be introduced as a
State recreation river by the Administration soretime this year. This
money is necessary to handle in excess of one thousand people who
currently use the area during a weekend of king salmon fishing. Current
access is basically a bulldozer trail that requires four-wheel drive to
get to the river. " Improving the access and managing the property will
allow for more and better public utilization of the resource. This

Eroject also will goa long way in relieving the congestion on the Kenai
Iver.

Together these projects, along with the Willcw Creek project that will
be discussed in the future, are needed to provide a tourism base for the
Valley and to reduce sport fishing congestion on the Kenai River. The
people here locally support tourism more than any other type of economic
development. Local funds have been provided in a variety of ways to
Wq?rade fishing access spots including the Little Su, Kashwitna and
[illcw Creek. We hope that the Anchorage legislators will support
fishing access as improved fishing access and better facilities for boat
launching onto the river system are of great advantage to all residents
of Anchorage and to many visitors.
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January 18, 1985

HOUSE JOURNAL
January 18, 1985 SUPPLEMENT
SLAT'\E SESS'ON JATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE
i Pevlslon Date:

i'ItBEieCZ REVENUE - : .

C%teﬂor fected: KvTnie— 8!|I/ftesolut|on No.:

: IO anaoeren Title:__p~rrratipr. Rivers.

%ran or su Prolqrarp :

oport Enforrerrent BIvision

TAMTAI T
PEVthUS
M(Thousands of Oollars)
mﬁﬂ?Lfm S
TOTAL 533.Fi-JL-372.
‘ART-TIME
rOWARY
ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary
Attached
Z16/S5.

Prepared 8y:
Division: P.rv.
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HOUSt JOURNAL
SUPPLEMENT January 18, 1985

State Recreation River* - Fiscal Analysis

Two_permanent part-ti*M Park Ranger 1/B mos.

Training and regional coordination

Vehjcle mileage, refute collection, janitorial contract

Hand tools, maintenance commodities , )

Pickup trucks (22, radios, boat with trailer, zodiac raft
law ctitorcemant equipment such as lights, siren, PA
system, handguns

nr 87

Same costa except that e,cluipment purchases would be
unnecessary except, for additional radio equipment.

%S%Fa' expenditures are for road/boat launch/parking at thn Little Susitna



STATE CF mg&%@%ﬂw SESSION

Revision Date:

. FISCAL A”f
| .eSO|Ut|0n NO.. b 43 en%y ected: parks & putdoor Recreation
ITI€. Recreation Land Acquisition  PROQrdm Cate ory A EC'[ECF

Nat-Su Borough Natural Resources Management

ponsor Larson BRU, Program or Subpr Mqrams | Affected:
% qs Parks and Recreation Management
equest 1/ 22/85
EXPENDITURES/REVE UEP
V'@ R 8 Y8  FY 8 FY 90
OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 19 .2 20.6
200 TRAVEL 4.0 4.0
300 CONTRACTUAL 16.0 18.0
)0 SUPPLIES 5 C 5.0
500 EQUIPMENT 15.0 4.0

500 LAND L STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS
BOO MISCELLANEOUS

59.2 51.6
CAPITAL
t REE |
FUNDING.  (Thousands of Dollars)
JINEKALI rliNJ o o 516
FEDERAL FUNDS
DTHER
TOTAL 59.2 51.6
-ULlfllme!
"ART-TIME 1 1

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:  Attach a separate page if necessary

See Attached

NOTE: First year represents start-up costs for equipment
purchases. Continuing costs will be less.
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DIS'[rIbIUSl‘Ié)rIIV é % a%rcy preparing fiscal note):
allfésatglve ponsor
? %SF Management and Budget

mpacted A éwe r} 1/1/84



Recreation Land Acquisition, Mat-Su Borough Fiscal Note Analysis

The requested funds will propvide the below listed maintenance and
operations support for recreation land acquisition.

FY 86 luG - funds will provide one seasonal part time Park
Ranger | to manage the units.

200 funds will provide for travel within the region
(106 miles round trip from Wasilla to Montana

Creek).
300

the funds will provide for a provate maintenance and
janitorial contract (15K) to service the units,
vehicle mileage and other contractual services, such
as, refuse collection.

400

provides in the hand tools and maintenance
commodities for the ranger®s managing the unit.

500

provides the equipment necessary7 to manage the
units; 1 pick-up truck (10K), radios, public safety
and law enforcement implements.

FYy 87 the same amount of funding would be necessary in each budget
category (accounting for inflation) with the exception of
equipment. These costs v/ould drop to only 4K for the
purchase of additional radio equipment.
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