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R o a d
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  

9 0 7 - 4 8 8 - 2 0 0 1

A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 8 5

R e p ,  P e t e r  C o l l ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m u n i t y  

a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 ) ' .

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l ,

I  am w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S p o n s o r  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  1 1  
b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s .

A s  y o u  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  may 
r e c a l l ,  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  o n e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
p a s s e d  o u t  w i t h  CSHB 6 2 5  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  s u p p o r t  a  p o l i c y  w h e r e b y  we 
e n c o u r a g e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  i t  t u r n e d  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  o t h e r  u s e s .  
L a n d  w h i c h  g e t s  s u b d i v i d e d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  u s a b l e  
f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  my h o p e  i s  t h a t  we w o u l d
e n c o u r a g e  A l a s k a  t o  h e l p  f e e d  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h u s
r e l y i n g  l e s s  o n  i m p o r t s  t o  s u s t a i n  o u r s e l v e s .  T h i s  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  
o u r  s e c u r i t y  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  a s  a  s t a t e ,  s i n c e  we a r e  s o  f a r  
r e m o v e d  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  f r o m  m o s t  o f  o u r  f o o d  s o u r c e s  O u t s i d e .

S i n c e  i t  o f t e n  t a k e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  t o  t u r n  r a w  l a n d  i n t o  f a r m  
l a n d ,  p o t e n t i a l  f a r m e r s  d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r s  f o r  
s o m e  t i m e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s  a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  
l a n d  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  p r i m e  s u b d i v i s i o n  l a n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e .  SSHB  1 1  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  f i x  t h a t  
p r e d i c a m e n t .  F a r m i n g  i s  r a r e l y  a l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h o s e  
who  f a r m  u s u a l l y  d o  s o  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  t h e  
e n j o y m e n t  o f  h a r d  w o r k .  Y e t ,  w i t h o u t  f a r m e r s ,  we w o u l d n ' t  e a t  
v e r y  w e l l .  T o  p e n a l i z e  t h o s e  t r y i n g  t o  f a r m  t h e i r  l a n d  o r  t h o s e  
who c a n  m a k e  o n l y  a  m a r g i n a l  p r o f i t  f r o m  i t  i r  n o t  l o g i c a l  i f  we 
w a n t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f a r m i n g  i n  o u r  s t a t e .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r  r e m o v i n g  t h e  
s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  ' i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i n g '  w h e r e  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  
T h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  t a k i n g  l a n d  o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  
s t a t u t e  i s  h e a v y .  T h a t  p e n a l t y  i s  i n c r e a s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l .  My
o p i n i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  m a t t e r  i f  s o m e o n e  w a n t s  t o  g r o w
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c r o p s  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l y  a n d  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  d e v o t e  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  
l a n d  t o  g r o w i n g  c r o p s .  T h a t  l a n d  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  t o  f e e d  p e o p l e  a n d  
t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  r a t h e r  w h e t h e r  o n e  m a k e s  a  
p r o f i t  f r o m  o n e ' s  c r o p s .

I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  a l l o w  a  s m a l l  
p r i v a t e  g a r d e n  t o  q u a l i f y ,  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  o n l y  b e  
g e t t - n g  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t a x  b e n e f i t  o n  t h e  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
g a r d e n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s m a l l  a n d  h a r d l y  w o r t h  t h e  b o t h e r  f o r  
m o s t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e y  w i l l  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  
s h o u l d  t h e y  d i s c o n t i n u e  g a r d e n i n g .

I f  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e ,  r e p l a c e  t h e  ' i n c o m e  
g e n e r a t i n g  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  o n e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p r o g r a m  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 1 0 0 1 x 1 0 0 ' ,  r o u g h l y  \ a c r e )  o r  
l a r g e r .  T h i s  w o u l d  c u t  o u t  t h e  s m a l l  t i m e  h o b b y  g a r d e n e r  w h i l e  
s t i l l  a l l o w i n g  t h o s e  who  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n t o  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  
q u a l i f y .

I  m a k e  t h i s  s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  A l a s k a n s  t o  g r o w  t h e i r  o w n .

P l e a s e  s h a r e  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I  
u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i n  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  o n  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  
p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

c c :  R e p .  M i k e  D a v i s
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IN TER IOR  FARMING ASSOCIATION INC .
POST OFF ICE BOX' 8 3 4 6 9  
FA IRBANKS, ALASKA 997910
MAY 1 ,1 9 0 5

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
HOUSE COMMUNITY & PEGIONAL A FFA IRS :
RE : SSHB 11
WE OF IFA  WOULD L IK E  TO ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SSHB U .  TH IS  
B IL L  ADDRESSES A PROBLEM THAT HAS PLAGUED THE FARMERS OP THE 
INTER IOR  FOR SOME TIME NOW. I PERSONALLY SERVE ON THE 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND 
REPRESENT THE FARMING COMMUNITY. EVERY YEAR WE HAVE AT LEAST 
ONE OR MORE CASES OF APPEAL BECAUSE OF TH IS  PROBLEM, I AND 
OTHERS HAVE BEEN TOLD BY THE BOROUGH ASSESSOR THAT HE 
UNDERSTAND OUR PROBLEM BUT CAN NOT DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT  
BECAUSE IT  IS  A STATE STATUTE. LAST YEAR IT  WAS HB 6 2 5 ;  TH IS  
YEAR HB 1 1 . WE CONTINUE TO TRY TO GET SUPPORT FOR TH1S B IL L  
BUT FA IL  BECAUSE THE PROBLEM IS  REGIONAL AND AFFECTS A 
SMALLER GROUP QF C IT IZ E N S . IT  HURTS THE FARMER THAT HAS 
HOMESTEADED H IS  LAND* FEE SIMPLE FARM LAND} AND IS  BEING 
PRESSURED DY SU BD IV IS IO N S  AND THE HIGH ASSESSED VALUE TQ 
D ISPOSE OF H IS  LAND. EVERY YEAR IN  THE CONTINENTAL USA WE 
LOSE A S T R IP  OF FARMLAND ONE M ILE WIDE STRETCHING FROM THE 
EAST TO THE WEST COAST TO CONCRETE AND DEVELOPEMENT. WE AT 
IFA  HOPE THAT WE IN  ALASKA DO NOT FOLLOW S U IT . T H IS  B IL L  
WOULD HELP PRESERVE WHAT FARMLAND WL HAVE- 
WE HAVE ONE CHANGE TO THE B IL L  THAT WOULD MAKE tT  MORE 
HELPFUL TO U S ; THAT IS  TO HAVE TO DECLARE ONCE OUR INTENT TO 
FARM THE LAND AND TO HAVE TO SIGN AN A FF ID A V IT ; AT THE TIME 
OF PAYING OUR TAXES; THAT IN  FACT THE LAND IS  S T lL i . IN  FARM 
USE. TH IS  WOULD ELIM INATE HAVING TO P R E F IL F  AND MEET A 
DEADLINE EACH YEAR. WE SHOULD NOT BE D ISCR IM INATED  AGAINST 
JUST BECAUSE UE ARE FARMERS.
I WOULD L IK E  TO THANK THE COMMITTEE FOR TAKTNG THE TIME TO 
READ TH IS  AND CONSIDER OUR PROBLEM. IF  I  OR ANY MEMBER OF TFA 
CAM BE OF FURTHER ASSISTANCE OR ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS FOR THE 
COMMITTEE YOU MAY CALL ME AT 4 0 0 - 6 2 9 2  EVENINGS.

THANK YOU,
JOHN W. PEOPLES 
RESIDENT IFA
COPY TO REPRESENTIVE M IKE DAVIS



G ar y C. Newman 
1083 Esro Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
9 07-488-2001

April 30, 1985

Rep, Peter Goll, Chai rm an  
House C om mi t t e e  on Co mm u ni ty  

and R e g i o n a l  Affa ir s 
Pouch V
Juneau, Al aska 998 M

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Goll,

I am w r i t i n g  in support of Sponsor S ubstitute for H o u s e  Bill 11 
by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davis,

As you and some of the other members of you r c o m m i t t e e  may 
recall, the intent of this bill is the same as one the c o m m i t t e e  
passed out w i t h  CSHB 625 du ring the T h i r t e e n t h  Leg is la tu re .

The intent of this bill is to support a poli cy  w h e r e b y  we 
e n co urage r e t e n t i o n  of a g ri cultural land in a g r i c u l t u r a l  use 
rather than h a v i n g  it turned into r es id en ti a l or ot he r uses. 
Land w h i c h  gets s ub di vi de d will probably never again be usable 
for a g r i c u l t u r a l  use. In addition, my ho p e is that we would
e n c o u ra g e A l a s k a  to h e l p  feed itself through a g r i c u l t u r e  thus
relying less on imports to sustain ourselves, This w o u l d  improve 
our security and well be in g as a state, since we are so far 
removed and v u l n e r a b l e  from most of our food sources Outside,

Since it often takes a n umber of years to turn raw land into farm 
land, p o t e n t i a l  farmers don't see the fruits of their labors for 
some time. At the same time, the m u ni c ip al it y is a s s e s s i n g  their 
land as if it w e r e  prime subdivision land, d e s p i t e  the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  use. SSHB 11 will r e c o g ni z e and fix that 
p redicament. F a r m i n g  is rarely a lucrative profession. Those 
who farm u s u a l l y  do so for the love of the li fe s ty le  and the 
e n joyment of hard work. Yet, without farmers, we w o u l d n ' t  eat 
very well. To p e n al iz e those trying to farm their land or those 
who can make only a m a r g i n a l  profit from it is not logical if we 
want to e n c o u r a g e  farming in our state.

I w ould like to suggest that the c om mittee c o n s i d e r  r e m ov in g the 
s t ip ul at io n  of 'income generating' where it appears in this bill, 
The penalty for taking land out of a g r i cu lt ur a l use u n de r present 
statute is heavy. Th at  penalty is increased under this bill. My
opinion is that it should not matter if someone wants to grow
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crops for their family and is willing- to devote some of their 
land to growing crops. That land is being used to feed people and 
this should be more the criteria rather whether one makes a 
profit from on e ’s crops.

I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  a l l o w  a  s m a l l  
p r i v a t e  g a r d e n  t o  q u a l i f y ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  o n l y  b e  
g e t t i n g  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t a x  b e n e f i t  o n  t h e  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
g a r d e n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s m a l l  a n d  h a r d l y  w o r t h  t h e  b o t h e r  f o r  
m o s t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e y  w i l l  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  
s h o u l d  t h e y  d i s c o n t i n u e  g a r d e n i n g ,

If this explanation is still not acceptable, replace the 'income 
generating sections with one limiting the application of this 
program to 10,000 square feet (100' x ’l O O 1, roughly \ acre) or 
larger. This would cut out the small time hobby gardener while 
still allowing those who are seriously into food production to 
qualify.

I  m a k e  t h i s  s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ’ s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  A l a s k a n s  t o  g r o w  t h e i r  o w n ,

Please share this l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I 
urge your support of this bill in committee and on its continued 
path through the Legislature next session.

Sincerely,

cc: Rep. Mike Davis
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G a r y  C .  Newman 
1 0 8 3  E s r o  R o a d  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  
9 0 7 - 4 8 8 - 2 0 0 1

April 30, 1985

R e p .  P e t e r  G o l l ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m u n i t y  

a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 ) '

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l ,

I  am w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S p o n s o r  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  1 1  
b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s .

As y o u  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  may  
r e c a l l ,  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  o n e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
p a s s e d  o u t  w i t h  CSHB 6 2 5  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  s u p p o r t  a  p o l i c y  w h e r e b y  we 
e n c o u r a g e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a u d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  i t  t u r n e d  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  o t h e r  u s e s .  
L a n d  w h i c h  g e t s  s u b d i v i d e d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  u s a b l e  
f ~ . r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  my h o p e  i s  t h a t  we w o u l d
e n c o u r a g e  A l a s k a  t o  h e l p  f e e d  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h u s
r e l y i n g  l e s s  o n  i m p o r t s  t o  s u s t a i n  o u r s e l v e s .  T h i s  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  
o u r  s e c u r i t y  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  a s  a  s t a t e ,  s i n c e  we a r e  s o  f a r  
r e m o v e d  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  f r o m  m o s t  o f  o u r  f o o d  s o u r c e s  O u t s i d e .

S i n c e  i t  o f t e n  t a k e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  t o  t u r n  r a w  l a n d  i n t o  f a r m  
l a n d ,  p o t e n t i a l  f a r m e r s  d o n ’ t  s e e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r s  f o r  
s om e  t i m e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s  a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  
l a n d  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  p r i m e  s u b d i v i s i o n  l a n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e .  SSHB  1 1  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  f i x  t h a t  
p r e d i c a m e n t .  F a r m i n g  i s  r a r e l y  a l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h o s e  
who  f a r m  u s u a l l y  d o  s o  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  t h e  
e n j o y m e n t  o f  h a r d  w o r k .  Y e t ,  w i t h o u t  f a r m e r s ,  we w o u l d n ' t  e a t  
v e r y  w e l l .  T o  p e n a l i z e  t h o s e  t r y i n g  t o  f a r m  t h e i r  l a n d  o r  t h o s e  
who  c a n  m a k e  o n l y  a  m a r g i n a l  p r o f i t  f r o m  i t  i s  n o t  l o g i c a l  i f  we 
w a n t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f a r m i n g  i n  o u r  s t a t e .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r  r e m o v i n g  t h e  
s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  ' i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i n g '  w h e r e  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  
T h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  t a k i n g  l a n d  o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  
s t a t u t e  i s  h e a v y .  T h a t  p e n a l t y  i s  i n c r e a s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l .  My
o p i n i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  m a t t e r  i f  s o m e o n e  w a n t s  t o  g r o w
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c r o p s  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l y  a n d  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  d e v o t e  s o m e  c f  t h e i r  
l a n d  t o  g r o w i n g  c r o p s .  T h a t  l a n d  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  t o  f e e d  p e o p l e  a n d  
t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  r a t h e r  w h e t h e r  o n e  m a k e s  a  
p r o f i t '  f r o m  o n e ' s  c r o p s .

I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  a l l o w  a  s m a l l  
p r i v a t e  g a r d e n  t o  q u a l i f y ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  o n l y  b e  
g e t t i n g  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t a x  b e n e f i t  o n  t h e  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
g a r d e n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s m a l l  a n d  h a r d l y  w o r t h  t h e  b o t h e r  f o r  
m o s t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e y  w i l l  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  
s h o u l d  t h e y  d i s c o n t i n u e  g a r d e n i n g .

I f  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e ,  r e p l a c e  t h e  ' i n c o m e  
g e n e r a t i n g  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  o n e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p r o g r a m  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 1 0 0 '  x 1 0 0 ' ,  r o u g h l y  k a c r e )  o r  
l a r g e r .  T h i s  w o u l d  c u t  o u t  t h e  s m a l l  t i m e  h o b b y  g a r d e n e r  w h i l e  
s t i l l  a l l o w i n g  t h o s e  who  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n t o  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  
q u a l i f y .

I  m a k e  t h i s  s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  A l a s k a n s  t o  g r o w  t h e i r  o w n .

P l e a s e  s h a r e  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I  
u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i n  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  o n  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  
p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

— _

c c :  R e p .  M i k e  D a v i s
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