


Alaska “tate legislature

Pouch V
Slate Capitol

House of Representatives Juneau, Alaska 99811

Committee on . (907) 465-4833
Community & Regional A/fairs

May 7, 1985

Mr. Gary C. Newman

1083 Esro Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Mr. Newman:

Thank you for your letter of April 30, regarding SSHB 11.

That bill will be scheduled for hearings in the second
session of this legislature at the request of the sponsor.

A copy of
Si

your letter is in the bill file for members review
next session.

Thank you for your letter,

Best Regards,

Peter Goll



Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
907-488-2001
April 30, 1985
Rep, Peter Coll, Chairman
House Committee on Community
and Regional Affairs
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 998)".
Dear Representative Goll,
| am writing in support of Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 11
by Representative Davis.

As you and some of the other members of your committee may
recall, the intent of this bill is the same as one the committee
passed out with CSHB 625 during the Thirteenth Legislature.

The intent of this bill is to squort a policy whereby we
encourage retention of agricultural land in agricultural use
rather —than havin it turned into residential or other wuses

Land which gets subdivided will probably never again be usable
for agriculturaluse. In addition, my hope is thatwe woul
encourage Alaska to help feeditselfthrough aﬁylculture. thus
relying less on imports to sustain ourselves. This would improve
our security and well being as a state, since we are so far
removed and vulnerable from most of our food sources Qutside.

Since it often takes a number of years to turn raw land into farm
land, potential farmers don't see the fruits of their fabors for
some time. At the same time, the municipality is assessing their

land as if it were prime subdivision land, despite the
agricultural use. SSHB 11 will recognize and fix that
predicament. Farming is rarely a lucrative Fjofe33|on. Those

ifestyle and the

who farm usually do so for the love of the
enjoyment of hard work.  Yet, without farmers, we wouldn't eat
very well. To penalize those trying to farm their land or those
who can make only a marginal profit from it ir not logical if we
want to encourage farming in our state.

| would like to suggest that the committee consider removing the
stipulation of ‘income ?eneraUng' where it apPeam in this bill.
The penalty for takln? and out of agricultural use under present
statute is heavy.  That penaltyis increased under this bill. My
opinion is that it should notmatter if someone wants to grow
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crops for their family and is willing to devote some of their
land to growin% crops. That land is being used to feed people and
this should Dbe more the criteria rather whether one makes a
profit from one's crops.

If the committee is concerned that this might allow a smal
private garden to qualify, recognise that they will only be
gett-ng an agricultural tax benefit on the land wused for the
garden, which will be very small and hardly worth the bother for
most individuals. ~ They will still have the penalty to consider
should they discontinue gardening.

If this explanation is still not acceptable, replace the ‘income
generating sections with one limiting the application of this
Program to 10,000 square feet (1001 x 100", 'roughly \ acre) or
arger. This would cut out the small time hobby gardener while
still allowing those who are seriously into food production to

qualify.

| make this sug?ested amendment for the committee's consideration
with the goal of encouraging Alaskans to grow their own.

ter with the members of the committee.
this bill in committee and on its continued
lature next session.

Please share this let
urge Kour support of
path through the Legis

Sincerely,

cc: Rep. Mike Davis
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COPY TO REPRESENTIVE MIKE DAVIS



Gary C. Newman
1083 Esro Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
907-488-2001

April 30, 1985

Rep, Peter Goll, Chairman

House Committee on Community
and Regional Affairs

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 998M

Dear Representative Goll,

I am writing in support of Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 11
by Representative Davis,

As you and some of the other members of your committee may
recall, the intent of this bill is the same as one the committee
passed out with CSHB 625 during the Thirteenth Legislature.

The intent of this bill is to support a policy whereby we
encourage retention of agricultural land 1in agricultural use
rather than having it turned into residential or other uses.
Land which gets subdivided will probably never again be usable
for agricultural use. In addition, my hope 1is thatwe would
encourage Alaska to help feed itselfthrough agriculture thus
relying less on imports to sustain ourselves, This would 1improve
our security and well being as a state, since we are so far
removed and vulnerable from most of our food sources Outside,

Since it often takes a number of years to turn raw land into farm
land, potential farmers don"t see the fruits of their labors for

some time. At the same time, the municipality is assessing their
land as 1f 1t were prime subdivision land, despite the
agricultural use. SSHB 11 will recognize and fix that
predicament. Farming 1is rarely a lucrative profession. Those
who farm usually do so for the love of the lifestyle and the
enjoyment of hard work. Yet, without farmers, we wouldn®"t eat
very well. To penalize those trying to farm their land or those

who can make only a marginal profit from it is not logical if we
want to encourage Tfarming 1in our state.

I would like to suggest that the committee consider removing the
stipulation of "income generating® where it appears in this bill,
The penalty for taking land out of agricultural use under present
statute 1is heavy. That penalty is increased under this bill. My
opinion is that it should not matterif someone wantsto grow
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crops for their family and 1is willing- to devote some of their
land to growing crops. That land is being used to feed people and
this should be more the criteria rather whether one makes a
profit from one’s crops.

If the committee is concerned that this might allow a small
private garden to qualify, recognize that they will only be
getting an agricultural tax benefit on the land wused for the
garden, which will be very small and hardly worth the bother for
most individuals. They will still have the penalty to consider
should they discontinue gardening,

IT this explanation 1s still not acceptable, replace the "income
generating sections with one limiting the applicatiO\‘ of this
program to 10,000 square feet (100" x’1001, roughly acre) or
larger. This would cut out the small time hobby gardener while
still allowing those who are seriously into food production to
qualify.

| make this sugPested amendment for the committee's consideration
with the goal of encouraging Alaskans to grow their own,

Please share this letter with the members of the ~committee. |
urge your support of this bill in committee and on its continued
path through the Legislature next session.

Sincerely,

cc: Rep. Mike Davis
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Garg C. Newman
1083 Esro Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

907-488-2001

April 30, 1985

Rep. Peter Goll, Chairman

House Committee on Community

and Regional Affairs

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 998)'

Dear Representative Goll,

| am writing in support of Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 11

by Representative Davis.

As you and some of the other members of your committee may
recall, the intent of this bill is the same as one the committee
passed out with CSHB 625 during the Thirteenth Legislature.

The intent of this Dbill is to suPport a policy whereby we
encourage retention of agricultural laud in agricultural use
rather ~than having it turned into residential or other uses.
Land which gets subdivided will probably never again be usable
f~r agriculturaluse. In addition, my hope is thatwe would
encourage Alaska to help feeditselfthrough agrlculture thus
relying less on imports to sustain ourselves, This would improve
our security and well being as a state, since we are so far
removed and vulnerable from most of our food sources Outside.

Since it often takes a number of years to turn raw land into farm
land, potential farmers don't see the fruits of their labors for
some time. At the same time, the municipality is assessm_% their
land as if it were prime subdivision land, despite the
agricultural  use. ~ SSHB 11 will recognize and fix that
predicament, Farming is rarely a lucrative profession. Those
who farm usually do so for the love of the Tlifestyle and the
enjoyment of hard work. Yet, without farmers, we wouldn't eat
very well. To penalize those trying to farm their land or those
who can make only a marginal profit from it is not logical if we
want to encourage farming in our state.

| would like to suggest that the committee consider removing the
stipulation of ‘income ?eneratlng' where it apg)ears in this bill.
The penalty for taklnTg and out of agricultural use under present
statute is heavy.  That penaltyis increased under this bill. My
opinion is that it should notmatter if someone wantsto  grow
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crops for their family and is willing to devote some cf their
land to growm% crops. That land is being used to feed people and
this should be more the criteria rather whether one makes a
profit' from one's crops.

If the committee is concerned that this might allow a small
private garden to qualify, recognize that they will only be
getting an agricultural tax benefit on the land used for the
garden, which will be very small and hardly worth the bother for
most individuals.  They will still have the penalty to consider
should they discontinue gardening.

If this explanation is still not acceptable, replace the ‘income
generating sections with one limiting the application of this
program to 10,000 square feet (100" x 100", roughly k acre) or
larger. This would cut out the small time hobby gardener while
St||||'f allowing those who are seriously into food production to
qualify.

| make this sug?ested amendment for the committee's consideration
with the goal of encouraging Alaskans to grow their own.

Please share this letter with the members of the committee. I
urge FXour support of this bill in committee and on its continued
path through the Legislature next session.

Sincerely,

cc. Rep. Mike Davis
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