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Mr. P e t e r  M c D o w e l l ,  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  o f  B u d g e t  and M a n a g e m e n t  
P o u c h  A
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

De a r  Mr. M c D o w e l l :

T h e  G l e n  Alps B o a r d  of S u p e r v i s o r s  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i k s  on a p r o j e c t  a i m e d  at u p g r a d i n g  U p p e r  
D e A r m o u n  Road, l o c a t e d  on the u p p e r  H i l l s i d e  w i t h i n  the G l e n  
A l p s  S e r v i c e  a r e a  - a d i s t r i c t  th a t  c o v e r s  ov e r  ten m i l e s  of 
roads. M a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  of  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  f r o m  H i l l s i d e  D r i v e  
to V i e w  H e i g h t s  Drive, a o n e - m i l e  stretch, h a s  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  as the G l e n  Al p s  B o a r d  of S u p e r v i s o r ' s  n u m b e r  o n e  
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t y  for 1984. S e n a t o r  Faiks 
r e q u e s t e d  th a t  w e  w r i t e  y o u  r e g a r d i n g  this p r o j e c t .

T h i s  o n e - m i l e  s e c t i o n  h a s  a v e r y  p o o r  r o a d b e d  in a d d i t i o n  to 
an i n a d e q u a t e  d r a i n a g e  system. D u r i n g  the w i n t e r  season, 
s e v e r e  g l a c i a t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  this route, 
c a u s i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o b l e m s  not o n l y  for r e s i d e n t i a l  
t r affic, b u t  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  and school b u s  t r a f f i c  as 
w e l l .

A r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  in r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  has d e v e l o p e d  in the 
a r e a  d u e  to n e w  ho m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  a l s o  
h a n d l e s  a g r e a t  deal cf t r a f f i c  h e a d i n g  d i r e c t l y  to C h u g a c h  
S t a t e  Park. T h i s  route p r o v i d e s  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to the R a b b i t  
C r e e k  V a l l e y  a r e a  of  the p a r k  in w h i c h  R a b b i t  La k e  is 
s i t u a t e d .

A t  c e r t a i n  t i mes of the year, p a r k  t r a f f i c  e x c e e d s  
r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  in this area. As a result, the road 
d e t e r i o r a t e s  f a s t e r  and r e s i d e n t s  m u s t  b e a r  the b u r d e n  o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  road m a i n t e n a n c e .

T h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  use of c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  f unds w o u l d  be 
for u p g r a d i n g  the r o a d b e d  as o p p o s e d  to p i e c e - m e a l  c a p i t a l  
.improvement of a s u b - s t a n d a r d  road base. T h e  e x i s t i n g  
r o a d b e d  is o f  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  q u a l i t y  and the s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  
o n l y  g r o w  w o r s e  wi t h  i n c r e a s i n g  use of this r o u t e  by p a r k  
v i s i t o r s  and a d d i t i o n a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  in y e a r s  to 
c o m e .

A c c o r d i n g  to m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 0 7 5 , 0 0 0  
w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  for the c o m p l e t e  r e - b u i l d i n g  of U p p e r  
D e A r m o u n  and the e l i m i n a t i o n  of s e v e r e  g l a c i a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  
T h i s  f i g u r e  d o e s  not i n c l u d e  paving.
A l t h o u g h  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  p r e f e r  p a v e m e n t ,  m a n y  w o u l d  be 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  an u p g r a d e  to a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  g r a v e l  s u r f a c e .



W e  b e l i e v e  u p g r a d i n g  of this r o a d  is long o v e r d u e .
O t h e r  H i l l s i d e  roads p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  to the pa r k  h a v e  b e e n  
p aved. S e v e r a l  y ears a g o  tipper O ’M a l l e y  w a s  paved, two years 
a g o  U p p e r  H u f f m a n  was u p g r a d e d  and paved. The time lias n o w  
c o m e  for u p g r a d i n g  of this route.

T h e  G l e n  Alps Board of S u p e r v i s o r s  u r g e s  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  and 
State to act in su c h  a m a n n e r  that w o u l d  e x p e d i t e  u p g r a d i n g  
of U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .

T h e  B oard of S u p e r v i s o r s  dec tiled U p g r a d i n g  o f  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  
is m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  at this time than u p g r a d i n g  of o t h e r  r oads 
in the area due to the r e a s o n s  e x p l a i n e d  above. P e r h a p s  the 
■•lost x t e n s i v e  l o n g - t e r m  p r o j e c t  in the s e r v i c e  area will be 
the c o m p l e t e  or partial r e l o c a t i o n  of the road to U p p e r  G l e n  
Alps, T o i l s o m e  Mill Drive. Park t r a f f i c  on this road is 
e x t r e m e l y  h e . w y  and s e c t i o n s  of Luis r o ute a r e v e r y  s t e e p  and 
narrow.

A l t h o u g h  no m a j o r  w o r k  is e x p e c t e d  on any r e l o c a t i o n  p r o j e c t  
f seve r a l  years, o u r  Board b e l i e v e s  that v a r i o u s  route 
al r n a t i v c s  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  soon. We u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  
C h u j a c h  S t a t e  Park has b e e n  w o r k i n g  011 r o ute a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  
but the overall, p i c t u r e  is c l o u d e d  by r i g h t - o f - w a y  p r o b l e m s .

The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  this road c o u l d  be o n e  o f  the m o s t  
e x t e n s i v e  road p r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  on the h i l l s i d e  s i n c e  the 
u p g r a d i n g  of Rabbit C r e e k  Road.

11>. the m e a n t i m e ,  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  is o u r  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  
needs. T h e  first o n e - m i l e  s e c t i o n  t a r g e t e d  for u p g r a d i n g  has 
the h i g h e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c o f  any road in t.lie s e r v i c e  
a rea. T r a f f i c  will c o n t i n u e  to i n c r e a s e  as n e w  h o u s e s  are 
b u i l t  and an i n c r e a s i n g  a m o u n t  of A n c h o r a g e  r e s i d e n t s  use the 
pa r k  for s u m m e r  and, w i n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .

T h e  G l e n  Alps Beard of S u p e r v i s o r s  h e l d  a m e e t i n g  in 
m i d - O c t o b e r  a t  the O ’Ma l l e y  K l e m e u t a r y  Sc h o o l  for r e s i d e n t s  
of the s e r v i c e  ar e a  to d i s c u s s  road i m p r o v e m e n t s  in the 
area. T h o s e  in a t t e n d a n c e  w e r e  un a n  imously in fa» of 
u p g r a d i n g  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .  All. but o n e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t  favored 
p a v ing. however, e v e r y o n e  said {•'•._-y w o u l d  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
a m a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  to a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  gravel s u r f a c e .

In addition, r e s i d e n t s  of  the G l e n  Al p s  sor' ice a r e a  spoke 
o u t  i.n favor o f  the u p g r a d i n g  of U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  at the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  Capital I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o j e c t s  \ 
m e e t i n g  for the H i l l s i d e  at S e r v i c e  high S c h o o l  O c t o b e r  25. 
W r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  was a l s o  s u b m i t t e d  at this m e e t i n g .

O u t s i d e  of the $875,00(1 n e e d e d  for i m p r o v i n g  U p p e r  DeArm o u n ,  
a d d i t i o n a l  funds are r e q u i r e d  for annual m a i n  ten nice of o t h e r  
r o a d s  w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t .  W e  ha v e  s p e c i f i c  n e eds for 
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  too, su c h  as a d d i t i o n a l  fill, c u l v e r t s  and



»nd d r a i n a g e  worT; to C a n y o n  Road and T o i l s o m e  Hill Drive.
S u c h  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n c lude w i d e n i n g  off c e r t a i n  s t e e p  and 
d a n g e r o u s  s e c t i o n s  off these two roads and the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 
g u a r d  rails.

R l e a s e  find e n c l o s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p t e d  by the board 
c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  top p r i o r i t y  and othe** i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to 
u p g r a d i n g  of U p p e r  D e A n n o u n .

s i n c o r e l y ,

G l e n  Alps Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s

’udy B u r t n e r ,  C h a i r m a n  (345-1598)
8 RA Box 2 39 3 g 
\nchorage, A!;. 9 0 5 1 6

Ca r l  P o r t n a n  
S KA Box 3 79 !’ 
anchorage, A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6

Hie I T h o m a s  
ORA Box 2 39 3 I, 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k . 9 9 ' 1 6

(345-1 B O /)

(345-1552)

Bro o k s  W a d e  (345-2282) 
SRA Box 7 3 8 I R 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9516

B o b  Ke a n  ( 345-20913) 
S R A  Box 382 V 
An c h o r a g e ,  A k . 9 9 516

<:e: G l e n  A l p s  b o a r d  mem b e r s ,  S e n a t o r  dan Faiks, I2mi.l Nohti, 
lion Mes I o h , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  doiiu C o w d e r y  and S a m  P u s t i n g o r

Unci o s u r e s

P l e a s e  N o t e : A f t e r  J a n u a r y ,  send all c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  to
Br o o k s  W a d e  or  Ca r l  Partition.



U P P E R  D U A R M O i J U  U P O R A I H U O .  E S T I M A T E S

Item  “2 

I tern n .3 
Item if 4 
11en “5 

I tern #6

CI enn i n g / q r u b b i n g
e x c a v a t i o n  of u n u s a b l e  m a t e r i a l s
Mar i fy
CI a s s i f i e< 1 rill 
18" C M P
b e v e l i n g  C o u r s e  
S u b t o t a I

U u g i u e e r i n g  A C o n s u l t i n g  c o s t s

$ 3,000.00
137.500.00 
26,000.00

417.6 00 .0 0 
1 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  

71,200.00
$671,300.00 
$2 03 ,700.00

T O T A L  E S T I M A T E $8 75 ,000.00

E s t i m a t e s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  by bon M e s l o h  of  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  
A n c h o r a g e .
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R E S O L U T I O N  
O F  T H E

G L G N  A L P S  ROAR!) OF  S U P E R V I S O R S

W H E R E A S ,  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  Rond is looated w i t h i n  the G l e n  Alps 

S e r v i c e  Area, a d i s t r i c t  that c o v e r s  o v e r  ton m i l e s  of roads 

on the u p p e r  H i l l s i d e .

W H E R E A S ,  the first o n e - m i l e  s e c t i o n  o f  this road has a v e r y  

p o o r  r o a d b e d  in a d d i t i o n  to an i n a d e q u a t e  d r a i n a n e  system. 

D u r i n g  the w i n t e r  season, s e v e r e  g l a c i a t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  

level, ops a l o n g  this route, c a u s i n g  co n s  i.d or: a b l e  p r o b l e m s  not 

o n l y  for residential, traffic, b u t  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  and 

.school bus t r a f f i c  as well.

’••uI!IRKAS, A rapi.d i n c r e a s e  in r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  has 

d e v e l o p e d  in the area due to new h o m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  U p p e r  

D e A r m o u n  a l s o  h a n d l e s  a g r e a t  deal of t r a f f i c  h e a d i n g  

! t ract I y to Chugacli S t a t e  Park. Th i s  route p r o v i d e s  d i r e c t  

a c c e s s  to the R a b b i t  C r e e k  V a l l e y  ar e a  of the p a r k  in w h i c h  

R a b b i t  La k e  is si t u a t e d .

W H E R E A S ,  a t  c e r t a i n  times o f  the year, pa r k  t r a f f i c  e x c e e d s  

r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  in this area. As a result, the road 

d e t e r i o r a t e s  faster and r e s i d e n t s  m u s t  bear the b u r d e n  of 

additional, road m a i n t e n a n c e .

W H E R E A S ,  the m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  use of capital i m p r o v e m e n t  f u nds 

w o u l d  be for u p g r a d i n g  the r o a d b e d  as o p p o s e d  to piece-meal' 

c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  of a s u b - s t a n d a r d  road base. The 

e x i s t i n g  r o a d b e d  is o f  e x t r e m e l y  po o r  q u a l i t y  and the 

s i t u a t i o n  will o n l y  jrow w o r s e  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  use of this 

route by park v i s i t o r s  and a d d i t i o n a l  resident ial traffic in 

y e a r s  to come.



W H E R E A S ,  u p g r a d i n g  o f  this road is long o v e r d u e .

O t h e r  H i l l s i d e  roads p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  to the p a r k  h a v e  b o o n  

e i t h e r  p a v e  1 o r  su b s  tank La I ly u p g r a d e d .  Several, y e a r s  a g o  

U p p e r  )'Mai ley was paved, two y e a r s  a g o  U p p e r  H u f f m a n  was 

u p g r a  led and paved. The time h a s  n o w  co n e  for u p g r a d i n g  of 

this route.

fJOW TIIURHFORE RE IT R K S O U V K D , • that m a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  of U p p e r  

D e A r m o u n  Road from H i l l s i d e  D r i v e  to V i e w  H e i g h t s  Drive, a 

o n e - m i l e  s t retch, h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  as the G l e n  Alps Board 

of S u p e r v i s o r ' s  n u m b e r  o n e  capital. I m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t y  Cor 

L9U-4. S u c h  u p g r a d i n g  need not include p a v ing.

BE [T F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  T H A T  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  and 

the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  e s t a b l i s h  this route on the p r i o r i t y  list 

for H i l l s i d e  road Lmproveinonts.

AI.ID BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  TH A I 1 the G l e n  Alps B o ard of 

S u p e r v i s o r s  urge the M u n i c i p a l i t y  .aid S t a t e  to act in such a 

m a n n e r  that • sou Id e x p e d i t e  u p g r a d i n g  of U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .

Dated: D e c e m b e r  21, l‘)03

By G l e n  Alps Bo...rd o f  .Supervisors

J u d y  Burtuor, 
Chn irmnn



G l e n  Alps Ser vi ce  Area

O v e r v i e w

T h e  G l e n  A l p s  S e r v i c e  Area c o v e r s  o v e r  ten m i l e s  o f  
r o a d s  on the u p p e r  H i l l s i d e .  T h e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  is d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  m a i n  d i s t r i c t s ,  U p p e r  G l e n  Alps, C e n t r a l  a n d  
C a n y o n .

U p p e r  C l e n  A l p s  is the H i l l s i d e ' s  h i g h e s t  h o u s i n g  
s u b d i v i s i o n  a r e a  at an e l e v a t i o n  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 4 0 0  
feet. T h e  a r e a  is s i t u a t e d  at the b a s e  of F l a t t o p  M o u n t a i n  
a nd is a b o v e  t i m b e r l i n e .  A c c e s s  is p r o v i d e d  by  T o i l s o m e  Hill 
R o a d  w h i c h  b r a n c h e s  o f f  U p p e r  H u f f m a n .  T h i s  s t e e p  g r a v e l  
ro a d  e x t e n d s  2.7 m i l e s  b e y o n d  the p a v e m e n t  of  U p p e r  H u f f m a n  
to C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  and the h o u s i n g  ar e a  o n e - q u a r t e r  mile 
b e y o n d  t h e  p a r k  e n t r a n c e .  W i n t e r  is u s u a l l y  two m o n t h s  
l o n g e r  in this a r e a  a n d  h i g h  w i n d s  c a u s e  s p e c i a l  w i n t e r  
m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o b l e m s .  A v e r a g e  s n o w f a l l  is d o u b l e  th a t  of 
A n c h o r a g e .

T h e  C e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  cov e r s  J e a n n i e ,  M i c h a e l  and G i n a m i  
Roads as w e l l  as S p e n d l o v e  Drive a n d  V i e w  H e i g h t s  Drive.
T h e s e  s t r e e t s ,  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of  V i e w  H e i g h t s ,  are 
s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  U p p e r  H u f f m a n  a n d  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .  J e a n n i e  
R o a d  is the m a j o r  r o u t e  c o n n e c t i n g  U p p e r  H u f f m a n  and U p p e r  
D e A r m o u n  at a p o i n t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a m i l e  a b o v e  H i l l s i d e
Drive. U p p e r  D e A r m o u n ,  ea s t  of J e a n n i e ,  is w i t h i n  the
C e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t .  The t h r e e - q u a r t e r  m i l e  s e c t i o n  of U p p e r  
D e A r m o u n  w e s t  of J e a n n i e  is l i k e l y  to be a n n e x  i n t o  the 
C e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  n e x t  month.

The C a n y o n  d i s t r i c t  c o v e r s  C a n y o n  Road, an e x t e n s i o n  of 
U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .  T h i s  road leads d e e p  in t o  R a b b i t  C r e e k  
V a l l e y  a n d  m u c h  of this r o u t e  rises a b o v e  t i m b e r l i n e .  Hi g h  
w i n d s  a n d  h e a v y  s n o w  a l s o  c a u s e  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  in the 
C a n y o n  area.

Th e  G l e n  A l p s  S e r v i c e  Area h a n d l e s  a g r e a t  de a l  of p a r k
t r a f f i c .  T w o  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  Park a c c e s s  r o u t e s  are in this
area. B o t h  T o i l s o m e  H i l l  D r ive a n d  U p p e r  D e A r m o u a - C a n y o n  
R o a d  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to the park. H o w e v e r ,  p a r k  '? 
o f f i c i a l s  do not r e c o g n i z e  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n - C a n y o n  Road as a 
d e s i g n a t e d  e n t r a n c e ,  d e s p i t e  the e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  use of this 
road for a c c e s s  i n t o  the R a b b i t  C r e e k  V a l l e y  a r e a  of the 
p a r k .

F r e q u e n t l y ,  p a r k  t r a f f i c  far e x c e e d s  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  
in t h e s e  ar e a s .  As a result, the r o ads d e t e r i o r a t e  fa s t e r  
an d  r e s i d e n t s  m u s t  b e a r  the b u r d e n  of a d d i t i o n a l  road 
m a i n t e n a n c e .
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M a i n t e n a n c e

O u r  g e n e r a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  i n c l u d e s  a c o n t r a c t o r ' s  b u d g e t  
and a n  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  b u d g e t .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  is E d m u n d  
S c h u s t e r  of U p p e r  G l e n  Alps. His c o n t r a c t  has b e e n  e x t e n d e d  
to O c t o b e r  1, 1984. O r i g i n a l l y  the c o n t r a c t o r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  
for o n l y  s n o w  removal, but now h i s  d u t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p a n d e d  
to i n c l u d e  s anding, g r a d i n g  and tha'/ing.

T h i s  s u m m e r  s o m e  l o n g - n e e d e d  r e p a i r s  w e r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
on s o m e  o f  our r o a d s  t h r o u g h  a $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  s t a t e  gr a n t .  I m p r o v e­
m e n t s  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  r e p l a c i n g  s e v e r a l  c u l v e r t s ,  
o t h e r  d r a i n a g e  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a v e l  fill in low 
s p o t s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  of T o i l s o m e  H i l l  Ro a d  n e a r  a d a n g e r o u s  
s w i t c h b a c k .

F U T U R E  I M P R O V E M E N T S

M a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  o f  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  f r o m  H i l l s i d e  D r i v e  to 
V i e w  H e i g h t s  D r i v e  is o u r  t o p  p r i o r i t y  for ne x t  year. This 
o n e - m i l e  s e c t i o n  of road h a s  a v e r y  p o o r  r o a d b e d  in a d d i t i o n  
to a n  i n a d e q u a t e  d r a i n a g e  system. D u r i n g  the w i n t e r  season, 
s e v e r e  g l a c i a t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  this route.
Any m a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  w o u l d  first b e g i n  w i t h  the r e p l a c e m e n t  of 
the o r i g i n a l  r o a d b e d  and the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of d r a i n a g e  
d i t c h e s .

S'/S/W d A c c o r d i n g  to M u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s  and the c o n t r a c t o r ,  a 
$5€H9tU00 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w o u l d  be n e c e s s a r y  for the c o m p l e t e  
r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  and the e l i m i n a t i o n  of s e v e r e  
g l a c i a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  b o a r d  b e l i e v e s  a m a j o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  
of U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  is long o v e r d u e  as t r a f f i c  a l o n g  this r o u t e  
is r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  due to  n e w  h o u s i n g  in the a r e a  a n d  the 
i n c r e a s e  use of this road for a c c e s s  to C h u g a c h  S t a t e  Park.

P e r h a p s  the m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  l o n g - t e r m  p r o j e c t  in t h e  
s e r v i c e  ar e a  w i l l  be the c o m p l e t e  or p a r t i a l  r e l o c a t i o n  of 
the r o a d  to U p p e r  G l e n  Alps. As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  in this 
r e p o r t ,  the o n l y  a c c e s s  to the U p p e r  G l e n  Alps e n t r a n c e  of 
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  Park is T o i l s o m e  Hill Road. Park t r a f f i c  on 
this road is e x t r e m e l y  h e a v y  and the p a r k i n g  lot at the 
C h u g a c h  e n t r a n c e  o f t e n  o v e r f i l l s  w i t h  o v e r  two h u n d r e d  cars. 
T h e  ro a d  is e x t r e m e l y  n a r r o w  and s t e e p  a n d  a c c i d e n t s  are 
f r e q u e n t  d u r i n g  the w i n t e r  months.

A l t h o u g h  no m a j o r  w o r k  is e x p e c t e d  on any r e l o c a t i o n  
p r o j e c t  for s e v e r a l  years, our B o a r d  b e l i e v e s  that v a r i o u s



r oute a l t e r n a t i v e s  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  soon. T h e  r e l o c a t i o n  
of th i s  r o a d  c o u l d  b e  o n e  of the mo s t  e x t e n s i v e  r o a d  
p r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  on the H i l l s i d e  s i n c e  t h e  u p g r a d i n g  of 
R a b b i t  c r e e k  Road.

O u r  B o a r d  h a s  f o u n d  the M u n i c i p a l  S t r e e t  M a i n t e n a n c e  
D i v i s i o n  h e l p f u l  and r e s p o n s i v e  to o u r  s p e c i a l  road needs.
We a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  and w i l l i n g n e s s  to w o r k  w i t h  
us on v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s .

G l e n  A l p s  B o a r d  of  S u p e r v i s o r s



U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  U p g r a d i n g  
- G l e n  A l p s  S e r v i c e  A r e a -

T e s t i m o n y  P r e s e n t e d  to 
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  

C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o j e c t s  M e e t i n g  
S e r v i c e  H i g h  S c h o o l

O c t o b e r  25, 1983

T h e  G l e n  A l p s  B o a r d  of S u p e r v i s o r s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  U p p e r  

D e A r m o u n  Road be i n c l u d e d  on the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  

p r i o r i t y  list for H i l l s i d e  ro a d  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the G l e n  A l p s  S e r v i c e  

Area, a d i s  t t h a t  c o v e r s  o v e r  ten m i l e s  of r o a d s  on the 

u p p e r  Killr . M a j o r  u p g r a d i n g  of U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  from 

H i l l s i d e  D r i v e  t o  V i e w  H e i g h t s  Drive, a o n e - m i l e  stretch, h a s  

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  as the G l e n  Al p s  B o a r d  of S u p e r v i s o r ' s  

n u m b e r  o n e  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t y  for 1984.

T h i s  o n e - m i l e  s e c t i o n  he a ve r y  p o o r  r o a d b e d  in 

a d d i t i o n  to an i n a d e q u a t e  d r a i n a g e  system. D u r i n g  the w i n t e r  

season, s e v e r e  g l a c i a t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  this 

route, c a u s i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o b l e m s  not o n l y  for r e s i d e n t i a l  

t ra f f i c ,  but e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  and s c h o o l  bus t r a f f i c  as 

w e l l .

A  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  in r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  has d e v e l o p e d  in 

the a r e a  due to n e w  h o m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  a l s o  

h a n d l e s  a g r e a t  de a l  o f  t r a f f i c  h e a d i n g  d i r e c t l y  to C h u g a c h  

S t a t e  Park. This r o u t e  p r o v i d e s  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to the R a b b i t  

C r e e k  V a l l e y  ar e a  of the p a r k  in w h i c h  R a b b i t  L a k e  is 

s i t u a t e d .

A t  c e r t a i n  t i mes of the year, p a r k  t r a f f i c  e x c e e d s  

r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  in this area. As a result, the r o a d  

d e t e r i o r a t e s  f a s t e r  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  mu s t  b e a r  the b u r d e n  of 

a d d i t i o n a l  road m a i n t e n a n c e .



T h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  of c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  f u n d s  

w o u l d  be  for u p g r a d i n g  the r o a d b e d  as o p p o s e d  to p i e c e - m e a l  

c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  of  a s u b - s t a n d a r d  ro a d  b a s e .  The 

e x i s t i n g  r o a d b e d  is o f  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  q u a l i t y  and the 

s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  o n l y  g r o w  w o r s e  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  use of this 

r o u t e  b y  p a r k  v i s i t o r s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  in 

y e a r s  to come.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 8 5 0 , 0 0 0  w o u l d  be n e c e s s a r y  for the c o m p l e t e  

r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  a n d  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of s e v e r e  

g l a c i a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  does not i n c l u d e  p a v i n g .  

A l t h o u g h  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  p r e f e r  p a v e m e n t ,  m a n y  w o u l d  be 

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  an u p g r a d e  to a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  g r a v e l  s u r f a c e .

W e  b e l i e v e  u p g r a d i n g  o f  this r o a d  is l o n g  o v e r d u e .

O t h e r  H i l l s i d e  r o a d s  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  to the p a r k  h a v e  b e e n  

p a v e d .  S e v e r a l  years' a g o  U p p e r  O ' M a l l e y  was paved, t w o  y e a r s  

ago U p p e r  H u f f m a n  was u p g r a d e d  a n d  paved. T h e  t i m e  has n o w  

co m e  for u p g r a d i n g  of this route.

T h e  G l e n  Al p s  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  ur g e  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  

to a c t  in s u c h  a m a n n e r  th a t  w o u l d  e x p e d i t e  u p g r a d i n g  o f  

U p p e r  D e A r m o u n .

T h a n k  you.
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U p p e r  D e A r m o u n  U p g r a d i n g  E s t i m a t e

I t e m  #1 C l e a n i n g / g r u b b i n g
Item #2 e x c a v a t i o n  of u n u s a b l e  m a t e r i a l s
I t e m  #3 M a r i f y
Item #4 C l a s s i f i e d  i'ill
I t e m  #5 18" C M P
Item #6 L e v e l i n g  C o u r s e

S u b t o t a l

$ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
1 3 7 . 5 0 0 . 0 0  
2 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

4 1 7 . 6 0 0 . 0 0  
.16,000.00 
7 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0

E n g i n e e r i n g  & C o n s u l t i n g  costs $ 2 0 3 , 7 0 0 . 0 0

T O T A L  E S T I M A T E $ 8 7 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

E s t i m a t e s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  b y  Lan M e s l o w  of the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of 
A n c h o r a g e .

G l e n  A l p s  c o n t a c t s :  J u d y  B u r t n e r ,  345-1598, R o b e r t  Kean,
3 4 9 - 6 4 3 1 ,  C a r l  P o r t m a n ,  3 4 5 - 1 8 0 7 .  ’̂K c o ' O  oiAcJtu.
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