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T O

F R O M

RE:

Rep. B e t t e  C a t o
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Rep. J o e  H a y e s  
S p e a k e r

H B  399/ E i s e n h o w e r  B l v d .

It ' s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w a s  h e l d  in c o m m i t t e e  
for f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  m y  o f f i c e .

A f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I st l l  
d e s i r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  n a m e  A  s t r e e t  E i s e n h o w e r  B o u l e v a r d .

A t  t h i s  time, I d o  w o t  d e s i r e  t h e  r e n a m i n g  o f  a s t r e e t  
to W i c k e r s h a m  b e c a u s e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f u s i o n  w i t h  W i c k e r s h a m  
s u b d i v i s i o n  in A n c h o r a g e .  H o w e v e r ,  the r e n a m i n g  of A 
s t r e e t  to E i s e n h o w e r  B o u l e v a r d ,  in m y  o p i n i o n ,  w o u l d  n o t  
d i s r u p t  the a d d r e s s i n g  s y s t e m  t o  a m a j o r  d e g r e e ,  n o r  w o u l d  
it be a s e v e r e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  on  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  
a l o n g  the s t r e e t .  T h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f e w e r  b u s i n e s s e s  
a l o n g  A s t r e e t  t h a n  t h e r e  a r e  a l o n g  C stre e t .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  the c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r i n g  th i s  b i l l  for 
m o v e m e n t  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  as c o n v e n i e n t .

T h a n k s .
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CS HB 399

An Act naming "A" Street in Anchorage 
to Eisenhower Boulevard and designating 
the Eisenhower Corridor

Background

Names of many north-south aligned roads in Anchorage conform to an alphabetical 
sequence, for example, roads west of "A" Street are known as "B" Street, "C"
Street, "D" Street, etc. Roads east of "A" Street use proper names in alphabetical 
sequence such as Barrow, Cordova, Denali, Eagle, etc. These names, in combination 
with the numerical names (3rd, 4th, 5th Avenues, etc.) used for east-west streets, 
have been helpful for the public in finding the physical location of a specific 
address.

Legislative Authority

Alaska Statute 19.10.085 gives the Legislature the authority to name highways 
constructed by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF).

Analysis

Portions of "A" Street (such as 4th to 9th Avenues) were built by the Municipality 
of Anchorage. Because the statutes give the Legislature the power to name highways 
constructed by the DOT&PF, there may be a question on the Legislature's authority 
to rename the street. __ _

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) -.prefers, jiot to rename the street. The Zoning 
and Platting Manager for the MOA stated that 'Efi© ‘aSSSWBly voted not_to_apprQve, a 
resolution renaming the streets; however, the assembly did pass a resolution 
encouraging the naming of the Eisenhower Corridor. The Zoning and Platting 
Manager also stated that the name Wickersham would duplicate an existing street 
name and that the U.S. Post Office would not deliver mail to a Wickersham address 
if there were two streets of the same name. — — --------— ----^

There would be a cost increase of approximately $1^^00j^^the_ArC.-Co.!JP.let project 
as a result of a name change. Street name sign costs are based on the square 
footage of the signs - the larger the name, the greater the square footage.

Conclusion/Reccmmendations

1. Because the MOA and the State have constructed diff'”ont sections of "A" 
Street, there may be a question of Legislative authority in renaming the 
street. A legal review may be appropriate.

. .  . - ...........



The MOA prefers not to rename the street. Even though the A-C Couplet will 
be a part of the State Highway System, the DOT&PF reconmends local concurr- 
ance before legislative action.

The Department concurs with the MOA's support in naming the Eisenhower 
Corridor.
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Analysis - CSHB 399 

Naming "A" Street Elsenhower Blvd.

1. Analysis of the fiscal impact on existing programs.

The Department of Transportation of Public Facilities has completed the 
design work for the A-C Couplet and the project 1s ready to hid.

The fiscal impact would be accommodated through a construction charge order.

2. Analysis of fiscal impact of new programs or actlvites. 

No Impact.

3. Analysis of cost estimate:

The cost of street signs 1s dependent upon the square footaqe of the signs. 
There are three types of signs that will be used as part of the A-C Coup'et 

project: Street name signs, overhead signs, and advanced notice street
signs. The square footage of the total signs for "A" Street were pulled 
from the project plans. The square footage for similar slqns for the name 

"Elsenhower Boulevard" was estimated. The difference in square footage 
for the two names was multipled by the cost per square foot (approximately 
$40).

Cost Estimate: $15,000.00

The Department can absorb this cost; however, the Commissioner is reviewing 

the cost per square foot for the signs.
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