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Abstract
Tw e lve  states in the U .S . have curfew laws, which prohib it young d rivers 

f rom  operating m o to r  veh ie ’ f's during late evening an d /o r  ear ly  m orn ing  
hours . T he  effect o f  such laws on m o to r  vehic le crashes was studied in fo u r  o f  
these states. In  each state studied , the laws were found  to substantia lly reduce 
the crashes o f  16 year olds. S ix teen year o ld  d rive r crash invo lv em en ts  during 
curfew hou rs  were reduced by an estimated 69 percent in Pennsy lvan ia  (3 .7  
fewer d r ive rs  in crashes per 1 ,000  16 year o ld popu lation per y e a r ) ,  62 percent 
in New  Y o r k  ( 5 . 0 ) ,  40 percent in M a ry land  ( 2 .0 ) ,  and 25 percent in Louis iana 
(2 .0 ) .  Except in Mary land , the percentage o f  the 16 year o ld  popu lation 
licensed was lower in curfew than comparison  states. N ew  Y o r k ,  which has 
the strongest curfew law, has the lowest 16 year o ld  licensure rate in the U .S . , 
and Pennsy lvan ia  is second lowest. It is possible that curfew laws reduce early 
licensure , in which case reductions in crash in vo lvem en ts  resu lting f rom  cu r­
fews are greater than shown above.



The E ffec t of Curfew  Laws on M otor Vehicle Crashes
Twe l v e  states in the U .S.  have laws l imit ing the hou rs  du r ing which young  l icensed dr ive rs  may ope ra te  m o t o r  

vehic les .  These  laws proh ibi t  dr iving dur ing  late even ing and / o r  ea r ly  m o rn in g  hou rs  and are re fe r red to as “ cur few 
laws " .  T h e  pu rpose o f  the present study was to exam ine  the ef fec t o f  such laws on mo t o r  vehic le  c rashes.  T h e i r  
e f fect is not known to have been studied prev ious ly .

C u r f ew  laws vary  in terms o f  the ages o f  d r ive rs  co ve red ,  ho u r s  rest r icted,  and except ions a l l owed .  F o u r  states 
(L ou is ia na ,  Mar y land ,  New Y o r k ,  and Pennsy lvan ia )  whose laws are am ong  the s trongest  in te rms  o f  these factors 
were selected fo r  study. T h e  laws in these f ou r  states are descr ibed in Tab le  1. In mos t  o f  the o the r  states with 
cur few laws, the restr ict ions apply on ly  to  15 year o lds  and /o r  p roh ib i t  d r iv ing on ly  af te r midnight .

Methods

T o  de te rm ine  the ef fect oi the laws, the crash i n v o l v emen t  o f  y oung  dr ive rs  af fected by the cur fews in each 
state s tudied was compa red  with the crash in v o l v emen t  o f  d r ive rs  o f  the s ame  age in a state not having a cur f ew ,  but 
o therwise hav ing the same o r  very s imi la r  laws pertaining to young  dr i ve rs .  New Y o r k  (m in us  New Y o r k  Tity and 
Nassau C oun t y )  was matched with Oh io ,  Pennsy lvan ia  was a l so  matched  with Oh io ,  and Louis iana was pa ired with 
Mississippi . Mary land ' s  curfesv law was imp lemen ted  in 197 9 ,  as part o f  a probat ionary l icensing sys tem app ly ing to 
newly l icensed 16 and 17 year o ld dr ivers .  Mary land data pr io r  to 1979  were used as the compa r i s on f o r  Ma ry l and  
fo l l owing adopt ion o f  its cur few law.

P re l im ina ry  analyses were conducted to prov ide es timates o f  the n um be r  o f  years o f  crash data needed f r om  
each cur few and compar ison state to ensure  adequate sample sizes. The s e  analyses indicated that three years o f  dal.'. 
wou ld  be adequate in the larger states (N ew  Y o r k ,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  Oh i o )  and f ive years wou ld be requ i red fo r  L ou i s i ­
ana and Mississippi .  According ly ,  c ompu te r  tapes containing records o f  al l pol ice reported crashes were obta ined 
f r om  New Y o r k ,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  and u h i o  fo r  the years 1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 0 .  and f r om  Louisiana and Mississippi fo r  
1 97 6 - 1 9 80 .  Examina t i on o f  Ma ry l and ’ s cur few was based on  crash data fo r  the f ive years pr io r  to the cur few  
( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 8 )  and the twoyett r s fo l l owing its imp lementa t ion ( 1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 0 ) .

T h e  data presented on cur few af fected dr ive rs  are l imi ted to 16 yea r  olds .  T h e  crash data obta ined f r om  New 
Y o r k  and Pennsy l van i a  did not a l low ident i f i cat ion o f  17 year o lds  who  had comp le ted dr ive r  educat ion and thus 
were not subject to the cur few laws. In Mar y land ,  many 17 year o lds  ( and  s ome  16 year o lds )  are not subjec t to the 
law because they can apply fo r  a l icense thi * f rees them f r om  cur few regu la t ions a fter 6 mon ths  o f  d r iv ing wi thout  a 
crash o r  v io la t ion .  Ve ry  few 15 year o lds  in Lou is iana are i icensed, and the crash data avai l able did not a l l ow them to 
be d is t inguished f r om  younger ,  un l icensed dr ivers .

Crash i n v o l v emen t  o f  cur few af fected dr ive rs  dur ing cur few and noncu r f ew  hou rs  was compa red with the crash 
i n v o l v emen t  at these t imes fo r  d r ive rs  o f  the same age not af fected by a cur few law. The  hours  jus t  be fo re  and ju s t  
a l te r  the cur l ews were ex am ined  separate ly , because o f  the possibi l ity that cur fews might af fect these noncu r f ew  
hou rs  as wel l .  F o r  e xamp le ,  cut few af fected dr ive rs  might do mos t  o r  much  o f  their evening dr iv ing dur ing  the 
hou rs  jus t p r i o r  to the cur few.  I f  this in turn leads to increased numbe r s  o f  crashes in these hou r s ,  it c ou ld  reduce 
any posi tive ef fects that cur few laws might  have on crash in vo l v emen t .  It was a lso cons idered possible that a reduc ­
tion in the amoun t  o f  d r iv ing by cur few af fected dr ive rs  dur ing cur few hou rs  might  produce an e ffec t ex tend ing  past 
the end o f  the cur few perio 1

T o  cont ro l  fo r  possible di .Terences in the l ime  o f  day crashes occur red in study and compar ison states, unre la ted 
to cur few laws, compar i sons o f  crash i n vo l v emen t  dur ing cur few and noncu r f ew  hou rs  were a l so  made between 
o lde r  d r ive rs  not covered by curfews. The  crash exper ience o f  age groups  unaf fec ted by cur fews in study and eom -  
nar i son states was used to deve lop l inear regressions to es timate the crash i n v o l v emen t  by t ime o f  day f o r  16 year  
o lds  that would hav : ' c-.n expected without cur 'ews.  These  expected va lues were then compa red with the actual 
crash counts .  Th re e  separate est imates o f  16 year o ld crash i n v o l v emen t  were made in each cur few state, based on 
the crash exper ience  o f  18-20 year o lds . 2 1 - 2 4  year o lds ,  and 2 5 - 3 4  year  o lds . In each pair o f  states, n umbe r s  o f  
d r iv e r  crash invo l v emen t s  by t ime o f  day fo r  these una f fec ted age groups  were highly corre lated.  F o r  e xamp le .



d r i v e r  crash invo lv emen t s  by h ou r  o f  day fo r  N ew  Y o r k  18 -20 year o lds  co r re la ted + 0 . 8 8  with i n v o l v em en t s  o f  
Oh i o  18 -20 year  o lds . Fo r  2 1 - 2 4  year olds the co r re la t ion was + 0 . 8 9 ;  f o r  2 5 - 3 4  year o lds  it was + 0 . 9 2 .  T h e  three r e ­
su l t ing regression equat ions were then used to genera te expected numbe r s  o f  crashes fo r  16 yea r  o l ds  in cur few 
states as der ived f r om  the actual numbe rs  o f  i n v o l v emen t s  fo r  16 year o lds  in the compar i son states.

F o r e x a m p l e ,  in New Y o r k -O h i o ,  the regression equat ion based on 2 1 - 2 4  yea r  o lds  was;

N Y t =  ( . 3 0 0 8 )  O h i o t +  4 23 .1

In o t h e r  words ,  the expected numbe r  o f  crashes f o r  2 i - 2 4  year  o ld  dr ive rs  ;n New Y o r k  at hou r  “ t ”  was equal  to the 
actual n um be r  in Oh i o  at hou r  “ t "  x .3008 +  4 2 3 . 1 .  Est imates fo r  N ew  Y o r k  16 year  o lds  were genera ted  using the 
actual Oh i o  16 year o ld  dis tr ibution in the above  equat ion .

Da ta on crash injur ies sustained by 16 year  o ld s  in cur few states as m o t o r  vehic le passengers, pedest r ians,  and 
pedalcycl ists were aiso analyzed due to the possibi l i ty :.u.a* these might  be h ighe r  than expected du r ing  cur few hou rs  
because trave l as nond r i ve r s  may be higher. Su ch  an e ffect wou ld tend to o f f s e t  posit ive cur few e f fects that may  
exist fo r  d r ive rs .

Results

Th e  ex tent  to which m o t o r  vehic le crash and in ju ry  in vo l v emen t s  o f  16 year  o lds  occur red du r i ng  cur few hou r s  
in the cur few and noncur few s ta ’ co studied is shown in Tab le  2. S i x teen  year  oid dr ive rs  in New  Y o r k  and 
Pennsy lvan ia  were less l ike ly ro  be invo lved in c rashes dur ing cur few hou r s  than were 16 year o ld  d r i ve rs  in the 
compa r i son  states wi thout  cur fews. Fo r  examp le ,  14 percent o f  New Y o r k ’ s c rashes invo lv ing 16 yea r  o ld dr iv e r s  o c ­
cur red dur ing cur few hou rs ,  whereas 28 percent o f  the crashes o f  16 year o ld  dr ive rs  in Oh io  took place du r ing these 
hou rs .  Based on l y  on dr iv e r  i nvo l vemen ts  in crashes with fatal o r  non fa ta l  in ju r ies,  the compa rab le  f igures were 16 
pe r re n t  in New Y o r k  and 3 1 percent in Ohio .  S i x te en  year o lds  in New Y o r k  and Pennsy lvan ia  were a l so  subs tant i a l ­
ly less l i ke ly  than Oh i o  16 year  old's to sustain m o t o r  vehic le related inju r ies du r ing cur few hours.

In Lou is iana ,  a l thouc . i  the percentages o f  16 year o ld  dr ive rs  in al l  types o f  crashes during cu r f ew  hou rs  were 
abou t  the same  as ir. Mississippi , there were re lat ive ly  fewer  16 year o ld  d r i v e r  invo lv emen ts  in in ju ry  p roduc ing 
crashes.  T h e  data obtained f rom Louisiana and Mississippi  did not  a l l ow a c ompa r i s on  on 16 year o ld s  in ju r ed to be 
made .

T h e  percentages o f  crash and injury in v o l v emen t s  o f  Mary land 16 year o lds  dur ing cur few hou r s  were ; 'Out the 
same subsequent  to the cur few law as before the law w~ i into ef fect .

T h e  data in Tab le  2 cannot  be ful ly inte rpreted,  howeve r ,  without re fe rence to compar i sons o f  crash and in ju ry  
in v o l v emen t s  dur ing cur few and noncur few h ou r s  between age groups  not cove red h /  cur fews in both s tudy and 
compa r i son  states. In the New Y o r k -Oh i o ,  Pennsy l van ia -Oh io ,  and Louis iana-Miss iss ipp i c ompa r i s on s ,  the p e r ­
centages o f  crashes and injur ies o f  unaf fected age groups that occur red  du r ing cur few hours  were gene ra l l y  qui te 
s im i la r  and indicated that the ef fect l ound fo r  16 year o lds in the cur few states was not a l so present  in these o t h e r  
age groups . H oweve r ,  in Mary l and ,  o l de r  per sons  una f fec ted by the cur few had a larger percentage o f  the ir  c rashes 
dur ing  cur few hou rs  after the law went into e f fec t  than befo re .  S om e  o f  this change may be a t t r ibutab le to a t rend in 
Mary land o v e r  this t ime per iod to report ing on l y  mo r e  se r ious c rashes,  which mo re  of ten occur  late at night. Th i s  
resul t suggests that the Mary land  cur few law may be hav ing an ef fect on 16 year  o lds  even though the initial c o m ­
par isons in Tab le  2 do not show any.

The  expected numbe rs  o f  crash i n vo l v emen ts  by h ou r  o f  day fo r  cur few-a f fec ted 16 year o lds ,  whet he r  based 
on the crash exper ience o f  18-20,  21 -24 o r  2 5 - 3 4  year o lds  in cur few and compa r i son states, were qu i te  s imi lar .  F ig ­
ures 1-4 show expected versus actual numbe rs  o f  16 year o ld dr ive rs  in c rashes in cur few states by h o u r  o f  day , 
based on the age 2 1 - 2 4  regression equations.  In each cur few state, actual numbe r s  o f  d r ive r  c rash i n v o l v em en t s  
were lowe r  than the predicted numbers  at each h o u r  o f  the day. with the except ion o f  six hours  in Pennsy l van ia .  R e ­
duct ions dur ing the cur few hours were much greate r  than the reduct ions dur ing  the noncur few h ou r s ,  as indicated 
at the tops o f  Figures  1-4. Compa red  with ear l i e r ,  noncur few hou rs ,  the f igures a l so show ev idence  o f  re la t ive l y  
sma l l  increases in numbe rs  o f  cur few af fected d r i ve rs  in crashes in Pennsy l van i a  fo r  the three hou rs  jus t  p r io r  to the 
cur few ,  and in Mary land  fo r  the two hours  preced ing the cur few.  T he re  was a s l ight increase in New  Y o r k  du r ing the



hou r  preced ing the cur few. The re  was a,so decreased i n v o l v emen t  s im i la r  to that occur r ing during cu r l ew  hou rs  l o r  
one  o r  two hou rs  a f te r  the cur few in each cur few state.

Ana ly ses  based on dr ive rs  in injury produc ing crashes yie lded in each s late the same pattern o f  resul t s as th<= 
analyses based on al l  crashes. W hen  the data were separa ted by d r i v e r  sex ,  ma le  and fema le  dr ive rs  we re  l o und  to be 
abou t  equa l l y  a f fected by cur few laws.

Tabi e  3 presents  es timated reduct ions in d r i v e r  crash in v o l v emen t s  dur ing cur few hours,  based on  the extent  
to which cur few hou r  reduct ions exceeded reduct ions at noncur few hou rs .  F o r  examp le ,  based on the regression 
equat ions ,  the actual numbe r  o f  crashes for  New Y o r k  16 year o ld  dr ive rs  dur ing noncur few hou rs  was 47  percent  
lowe r  than the e tpected numbe r .  T he re f o r e ,  fo r  cur few hou rs ,  the n um be r  o f  d r i ve r  crash in vo l v emen t s  es t imated 
by the regression equat ion was reduced by 47 percent .  S im i l a r l y ,  the expected numbe rs  in Pennsy lvan ia ,  Lou i s iana ,  
and Ma ry l and  were reduced by 17 percent ,  20  percent ,  and 15 percent ,  respect ively.

The  data in Tab le  3 show that t h e r . were es t imated reduct ions in 16 year o ld  dr ive r  crash in v o l v emen t s  dur ing  
cur f ew hou rs  in al l  f ou r  cur few states studied. The s e  are probab ly  conservat ive est imates since s ome  o f  the crashes 
o f  16 year o ld  dr ive rs  that are reduced dur ing cur few hou rs  wouiu o therwise have a lso invo lved o l d e r  d r ive rs .  R e ­
duct ions in the crashes o f  o lde r  d r ive rs  that o c cu r  in this way are an addi tiona l posit ive ef fect o f  cur few laws. 
Howeve r ,  the es t imat ion method on which the data in Tab l e  3 a re based wou ld have predicted greate r  reduc ' ions 
fo r  16 year o lds  without  this ef fect.

T h e  es t imated reduct ions o f  dr ive rs  in crashes dur ing cur few  hou rs  were greatest in Pennsy lvan ia  ( 6 9  percent )  
and New Y o r k  (6 2  percent ) .  Est imated crash reduct ions per 16 year o ld  popula t ion were greater in New  Y o r k  than 
in Pennsy lvan ia  because the New Y o r k  cur few app l ies  to mo r e  hou r s  o f  the day.

Add i t i ona l  analyses extending cur few hou rs  p lus  o r  minus  one ,  o r  plus o r  m inus  two hours,  indicated that the 
est imated crash reduct ions per 16 year old popu la t ion e i ther  rema ined  abou t  the same as when on l y  cur few hou rs  
were inc luded ,  o r  increased. The  one  except ion war, in Ma ry land ,  whc i e  the est imated reduction in 16 year  o ld  
dr iv e r  c a s h  in vo l v emen t s  in curfew hou rs  plus o r  minus  two hou rs  decreased f r om 2 .0 to 1.3 per t housand  ! 6  year 
o ld  popu la t ion .

A ma jo r  reason why the actual numbers  o f  16 year o ld  dr iv e r  crash in vo l v emen t s  in curfew states were genera l l y  
l owe r  than the predicted numbe rs  at all hours o f  the day. not on l y  cur few hou rs ,  was that, except in M a . y l a nd .  the 
percentage o f  the 16 year o ld populat ion l icensed was lowe r  in cur few than compar i son  slates (Tab le  4 ) .  L icens ing 
data ava i l able  f i r m  the Federa l  Highway Adm in is t ra t ion and New Y o r k  State covering 44  o f  the 4 4  states tha' 
l icense 16 year o lds  indicated that in 1980,  New Y o r k  (exc lud ing New Y o r k  City and Nassau C o u n t y )  had the 
lowest 16 year  o ld  l icensure rate per popula t ion,  and Pennsy lvan ia  had the second lowest rate o f  any o f  the 44 states. 
L ou is ia na ’ s 16 year o ld l icensing rale was the s ixth lowest ,  l ower  than Mississ ippi ’ s, and lower man rates in A r k a n ­
sas and Texas ,  which also border  Louisiana. It is possib le that cur few laws reduce ear ly l icensure, oe rhaps because 
l icenses that are not val id dur ing nightt ime hou r s  are less attract ive than l icenses without such rest r ict ions.  M a r y ­
land expe r ienced  no change in 16 year old l i censure rate subsequent  to the cuil 'cw law. However .  Ma ry l and  16 year  
o lds  have to wait on l y  6 mon th s  f r om the date o f  l icensing to be f ree o f  the cu Tew law, which may p ro v id e  m o t i v a ­
t ion to be l icensed as ear ly as possible, rather than to delay l icensure.

I f  cur few laws do reduce l icensure rates o f  y oung  dr ive rs ,  the reduct ions i t  d r ive r  crash in vo l v emen t s  resul t ing 
f r om  cur fews wou ld be substantia l ly greater than est imated in Tab le  3. D i f f e rences  in dr ive r crash i n v o l v em en t s  
across i l l  hou rs  o f  the uay were -57 percent in New Y o r k  ( - 2 9 . 3  fewer  dr ive rs  n crashes per 1 ,000 16 yea r  o ld p op u ­
lat ion per y e a r ) ,  -27 percent in Pennsylvan ia ( - 1 0 . 4 ) ,  -22 percent in Louisiana ( - 2 3 . 8 ) ,  and -18 p rcent in Ma ry l and  
( - 1 3 . 5 ) .

Est imates o f  cur lew ef fects on injuries, ra ther  than dr ive r  i n v o l v emen t s ,  were a l so made based on  the extent  to 
which cur few hou r  reduct ions exceeded reduct ions dur ing noncu r l ew  hours . These analyses indicated that m o t o r  
vehic le related injur ies to 16 year o lds  were reduced dur ing cur few hou r s  by j I percent in New Yo r k  ( -3 .1  per 1. 0 0 0  
16 year o lds per year ) .  51 percent in Pennsylvania ( - 2 . 2 ) ,  and by I percept in Mary land ( - 0 . 0 3 ) .  (Ana l y s e s  based on 
crash injur ies cou ld not be done lo r  Louisiana. )  S ix teen year o ld mo to r  ' .ehicle passengers, pedalcycl ists , and pedes­
tr ians are not subject to i ,e curlesv laws, and the 'St imated reduct ions based on 16 year olds in ju red were not as 
large as those shown in Tab le  3 based on numbe rs  o f  d r ive rs  in crashes.  In Mary land ,  there was v i r tua l l y  no ef fect 
.~n injur ies to 16 year olds.



It is apparent ly  not the ease, howeve r ,  that cur few- re la ted reduct ions fo r  16 year  o ld  dr ive rs  are o f f set  by in­
creases in injur ies to 16 year o lds  as nondr iv e rs  dur ing cur few  hours . In  fact, the New Y o r k  and Pennsy l van ia  
cur few laws pertaining to 16 year  o ld dr ive rs  reduced the extent  to which 16 year o lds  were injured as m o t o r  vehic le  
passengers  dur ing cur few hours .  F o r e x am p l e ,  3 4  percent o f  the 16 year  o ld  passenger injur ies in New Y o r k  occurre ’d' 
du r ing cur few hou rs ,  compared with 42  percent in Ohio .  In Pennsy lvan ia ,  12 percent were in jured du r i ng  cur few 
hou r s ,  c ompa red  with 19 percent  in Oh io .

Discussion

In the f ou r  cur few states studied, the laws were found  to substant ia l ly  reduce 16 year o ld d r iv e r  c rash i n v o l v e ­
men ts  dur ing  cur few hours . New Y o r k ’ s cur few had the largest e f fe  :t, in part because it has the longest cur few ,  
beg inning at 9 p.m. ,  which is ear l ie r than cur fews in the o th e r  states, it appears  a l so  that in states with cur fews that 
d o  not start unti l  midnight  o r  later , there  is increased crash i n v o l v em en t  am ong  cur few-a f fec ted 16 year  o ld dr ive rs  
du r ing the two o r  three pr ior  hours . Th is  is o f f se t ,  h oweve r ,  by the cont inua t ions  in crash reduct ions one  o r  two 
hou r s  a f te r  cur fews end.

T h e  c r r f ew  laws :n New Y o r k  and Pennsy lvan ia  are m o r e  e f fec t ive in reducing highway losses than those in 
Lou is i ana and Mary l and .  T e l ephone  interviews conducted with sma l l  n umbe r s  o f  teenagers,  pol ice o f f i ce rs ,  high 
schoo l  pr incipal s,  anu dr iv e r  edur  : t ion ins tructo rs  in i K  f o u r  states s tud ied suggested that awareness ,  c omp l i ance ,  
and en f o r c emen t  o f  the cur few was less in Lou is iana than in the o th e r  states. In Mary land ,  an u n known  percentage 
o f  16 year  o ld dr ive rs  is not subject to the cur few law because they can obta in an unrest r icted l icense a f te r  six 
mon th s  o f  crash and v io la t ion- f ree dr iv ing ,  and this probab ly  reduces the cur few ef fect somewhat .

T h e  ef fects o f  the cur fews in the eight states not s tudied is u n k n ow n ,  but these cur fews arc genera l l y  weaker  
with respect to the ages covered and hou rs  restr icted than those s tudied . H owev e r ,  . lear f r om  the present s tudy 
that cur few laws arc ef fective in reduc ing the high crash rates o f  teenage dr iv e r s  which result in large numbe r s  o f  
in jur ies  to themse lves and o thers  [ K a r p f  and W i l l i am s ,  198 2 ;  W i l l i am s  and Ka rp f ,  1982,  19 8 2 a ] . I f  cur few laws a lso 
reduce ear ly l i censure,  thei r ef fect in reduc ing c rashes is greater  than repor t ed in this paper. T h e  possibi l i ty that 
cur few laws delay l icensure is cur rent ly  being invest igated by the In su rance Ins ti tute for  Highway S i f e ty .
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Table 1 

Curfew Laws Studied

State Ages Covered Curfew Hours Primary Exceptions

Louisiana

Maryland

New York1,

Pennsylvania

15, 16

16, 17

11 pm - 5 am 

1 am - 6 am

16; 17 without 9 pm - 5 am 

driver education

16; 17 without Midnight - 

driver education 5 am

none

- accompanied by licensed 

driver at least 21 years old

- school and work waivers 

granted upon request

- av-cr^panied by parent

- driving to and from work 
or school

- accompanied by parent, or 

spouse 13 years of age or 

older

- driving to and from work

Excluding New York City and Nassau County, where driving by 16 year olds 

and those 17 year olds who have not completed driver education is prohibited at 
all times of the day.



Table 2

Crash and Injury Involvement of 16 Year Olds During Curfew Hours 

In Curfew and Noncurfew States

Drivers in Injury

Drivers in All Crashes Producing Crashes______  Sixteen Year Olds Injured”

%  During % During % During

Total No. Curfew Hours Total No. Curfew Hours Total No. Curfew Hours

Louisiana
(11pm - 5am curfew) 36,402 7% 11,046 9% not available

Mississippi
(no curfew) 8,504 8% 1,894 12%

Maryland 1979-80

(lam - 6am curfew) 10,071 5%
Maryland 1974-78

(no curfew) 33,611 4%

New York

(9pm - 5am curfew) 12,261 14%

Oh i o

(no curfew) 59,078 28%

Pennsylvania

(m'dnight - 5am curfew) 18,538 6%

Oh i o

(no curfew) 59,078 11%

3,976 6% 5,020 9%

9,935 6% 12,028 9%

7,790 16% 13,002 28%

17,097 31% 18,310 37%

10,970 6% 13,963 10%

17,097 13% 18,310 17%

» Includes all motor vehicle related injuries, e.g., as drivers, passengers, pedaI cyclists, pedestrians.



E s timated R e d uctions in 16 Y e a r  Old D r i v e r  Cr a s h  

I n volvements D u r i n g  C u r f e w  Hours

Table 3

C u r f e w  State

N u m b e r  of D r i v e r  Cr a s h  

Involvements

E s t i m a t e d  Crash Re d u c t i o n s

Actual E x p e c t e d *

Per 1,000 16 Yr. 

No. Olds Per Yea r

Pe r c e n t  (Actual 

vs. E x p e c t e d )

Louisiana 2,509 3,340 - 831 -2.0 - 2 5 %

M ary l a n d 517 855 - 338 -2.0 - 4 0 %

N ew Yor k 1,694 4,419 -2,725 -5.0 - 6 2 %

Pennsylvania 1,063 3,432 -2,369 -3.7 - 69 %

*  Based on the extent to w h i c h  c urfew hour reductions exceeded reductions at 

noncurfew hours. See text for e s t i m a t i o n  procedure.



Table 4

1980 Licensure Rates For 16 Yea r  Old Drivers in 

C urfew and N o n c u r f e w  States

%  of 16 Y e a r

Olds L i c e n s e d  U.S. R a n k *

Louisiana (11pm - 5am curfew) 38 6

M ississippi (no curfew) 49 21

Maryl a n d  1979-80 (lam - 6am curfew) 42 12

Maryland 1974-78 (no curfew) 41* * —

N ew York (9pm - 5 am curfew) 21 1

Ohio (no curfew) 48 18

Pennsylvania (midnight - 5 am curfew) 28 2
Ohio (no curfew) 48 18

*  Lowest to highest, based on the 44 states for which licensure
a v a i l a b l e .

* *  Based on 1974-1978 licensure data.
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