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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

F R O M :

DATE: 

S U B J E C T :

A l l  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e

i t te e
S e n a t o r  Jan  F a i k s  
C h a i r - S e n a t e  Rul

A p r i l  11, 1984

10, 000  m a n  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  u n i t

On A p r i l  6th, the U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  p u b l i s h e d  in the 
F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  th e e i g h t  s i t e s  t h e y  ar e c o n s i d e r i n g  for the 
n e w  1 0, 0 0 0  m a n  l ig ht  i n f a n t r y  unit. T h r e e  of  t h e  e i g h t  sites 
a r e  in A l a s k a .  Th e C o r p s  is a c c e p t i n g  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  u n t i l  
A p r i l  25th, at w h i c h  t i m e  t h e y  w i l l  p r e p a r e  a d r a f t  E n v i r o n­
m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t .  A f t e r  t h a t  time, the C o r p s  w i l l  be 
h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  the EIS, two o f  w h i c h  w i l l  be in 
A n c h o r a g e  on M a y  18th a n d  19th.

O u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  is a s k i n g  for a b i g  s h o w i n g  of 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e L e g i s l a t u r e .  Tn r e s p o n s e  to t h i o  re qu e s t ,  the 
S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  is i n t r o d u c i n g  a r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  
th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  this n e w  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n  in A l as ka . A c o p y  
is at ta c h e d .

The  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  h as  a l s o  a s k e d  t h a t  the i n d i v i d u a l  
l e g i s l a t o r s  se n d t e l e g r a m s  of s u p p o r t  to the v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  
in v ol v e d .  The  a d d r e s s e s  a re  be l ow . S i n c e  the p r e l i m i n a r y  EIS 
w i l l  be p r e p a r e d  at t h e  e n d  of  this m o n t h ,  ti me  is of  the 
e s s e n c e .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f this  
ma tt er .

T h a n k  vou.

U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s
M o b i l e  D i s t r i c t
ATTN: S A M P D - E E
P.O. B o x  2288
M o b i l e ,  A l a b a m a  36628

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  
C a s p e r  W e i n b e r g e r  
S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  
T h e  P e n t a g o n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20301

S e n a t o r  J o h n  T o w e r  
S e n a t e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  Comm. 
U. S. S e n a t e  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20 510

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the A r m y  
J o h n  0. M a r s h  Jr. 
S e c r e t a r y  of the A r m y  
T h e  P e n t a g o n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20 310
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F o l l o w i n g  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  S e c r e t a r y  of  the A r m y  J o h n  

M a r s h  an d  o t h e r  top  A r m y  o f f i c i a l s ,  S e n a t o r  Te d S t e v e n s  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  F o r t  W a i n w r i g h t  in F a i r b a n k s  a p p e a r s  to b e  the 

b a s e  w i t h  th e g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  a m o n g  the  A l a s k a  l o c a t i o n s  

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  the A r m y  as a site for the 17th  L i g h t  

D i v i s i o n  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  is 

f i a r c e  b e t w e e n  th e e i g h t  s i te s the A r m y  is c o n s i d e r i n g  a r o u n d

t h e  c o u n t r y  as b a s e s  for the 1 0 , 0 0 0 - m a n  d i v i s i o n ,
*. *

T h e  17t h L i g h t  D i v i s i o n  is d e s i g n e d  as a q u i c k  r e s p o n s e  
u n it,  w h i c h  c a n be  d e p l o y e d  r a p i d l y  to c r i s i s  p o i n t s  a r o u n d  
the w o r l d ,  T h r e e  A l a s k a  A r m y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s -  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n ,  
F o r t  G r e e i y  an d F o r t  W a i n w r i g h t -  aro a m o n g  the s i t e s  u n d e r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for th* D i v i s i o n .

"In t e rm s o f  p r o x i m i t y , "  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  said, ."there's no 
q u e s t i o n  t h a t  A l a s k a  h a s  th e a d v a n t a g e ,  It's c l o s e r  to
E u r o p e ,  the  Fa r  E a s t  a n d  S i b e r i a  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  si te  u n d e r
s c r u t i n y ,  A n d  in t e r m s  o f  s i t e s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a  F o r t  
W a i n w r i g h t  is the  b a s e  t h a t  g i v e *  A l a s k a  the m o s t  a p p e a l , "

T h e  U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  w i l l  h o l d  haar.lngr. in 
F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A n c h o r a g e  n e x t  w e e k  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e 
i m p a c t  of  b a s i n g  a p o r t i o n  of  the 17th L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
ir. A l a s k a .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be  i n c l u d e d  in a d r a f t  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t ,  s c h e d u l e d  for c o m p l e t i o n  M a y  
15,

T h e  F a i r b a n k s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be at 7 p.m, on A p r i l  18 at 
the  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  l i b ra ry . It w i l l  b e  r u n  by 
C o l o n e l  B a l i n g  of  the A l a s k a  D i s t r i c t ,  U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s .

(more)
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T h e  h e a r i n g  in A n c h o r a g e  is s c h e d u l e d  for A p r i l  19 At 7 
D.ni, in the  C o v e  P o o m  of Vteat H i g h  S c ho ol . M a j o r  C r o s b y ,  a l s o  
of  the  A l a s k a  D i s t r i c t ,  U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s ,  v;iii run 
th e  A n c h o r a g e  he ar in g.
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United States Senator For Alaska
F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  
A.pril 5, 1984 Contact: Press Office 

(202) 224-5209
S U P P O R T  S O U G H T  F O R  L I G H T  D I V I S I O N

In an e f f o r t  to e n l i s t  s t a t e w i d e  s u p p o r t  for th e l o c a t i o n  

o f  a L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  in A la sk a,  S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  

t o d a y  c o n t a c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  the st ate, i n c l u d i n g  

G o v e r n o r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d ,  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

s e v e r a l  m a y o r s  an d C h a m b e r s  o f  C o m m e r c e .

Of  the e i g h t  s i t e s  the A r m y  is c o n s i d e r i n g  a r o u n d  the 
c o u n t r y  for the 10,000-inan d i v i s i o n ,  t h r e e  ar e in A l a s k a .
T h e y  are: F o r t  W a i n w r i g h t ,  F o r t  G r e e l y  an d Fo rt  R i c h a r d s o n .

The p r o p o s e d  d i v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  be c r e a t e d  in fi sc al  
y e a r  1985, w i l l  be  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s m a l l e r  than m o s t  A r m y  
d i v i s i o n s ,  w h i c h  r a n g e  in s i z e  f r o m  14 ,00 0 to 18, 000  s o l d i e r s .  
T h e  L i g h t  D i v i s i o n  w o u l d  be c a p a b l e  of  r a pi d d e p l o y m e n t  to 
c r i t i c a l  s i t e s  a r o u n d  the wo r ld .

" E s t i m a t e s  ar e t h a t  t h i s  new, t r i m m e d - d o w n  d i v i s i o n  c o u l d  
be m o v e d  in o n e - h a l f  Lo o n e - t h i r d  the t im e no w  r e q u i r e d  to 
m o v e  t r o o p s , "  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  sa id  today. " A l a s k a  is a p e r f e c t  
l o c a t i o n  for a p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  b e c a u s e  it is c l o s e r  
t h a n  a n y o t h e r  s i t e  to S i b e r i a ,  the Far  E as t an d the E u r o p e a n  
C o n t i n e n t ."

On  W e d n e s d a y ,  the  A r m y  n a r r o w e d  its f iel d o f  p o s s i b l e  
l o c a t i o n s  for b a s i n g  th e  d i v i s i o n  to ei ght . In a d d i t i o n  to 
th e  t h r e e  A l a s k a n  sices, th e A r m y  is c o n s i d e r i n g  F o r t  B e n n i n g ,  
G e o r g i a ;  F o r t  Le w is , W a s h i n g t o n ;  Fort  C a m p b e l l ,  K e n t u c k y ;  F o r t  
Ord, C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  F o r t  Dr um, N e w  York. T h e  A r m y  a l s o  says  
the l i gh t o u t f i t  m a y  be d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  two or m o r e  l o c a t i o n s .

(more)
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" T h e r e  is g o i n g  to be s o m e  f i e r c e  c o m p e t i t i o n  fr o m e a c h  
of t h e s e  b a s e s  to b e c o m e  the n e w  h o m e  of  th i s L i g h t  D i v i s i o n , "  
S t e v e n s  said. "The  G o v e r n o r  of  N e w  Y o r k  ha s  a l r e a d y  i s s u e d  a 
1 0 0 - p a g e  a n a l y s i s  a r g u i n g  for l o c a t i o n  o f th e D i v i s i o n  in F o r t  
Dr um, N.Y.

"If A l a s k a  is to b e n e f i t  f r o m  th e e c o n o m i c  
s h o t - i n - t h e - a r m  t h a t  th is  D i v i s i o n  w i l l  bri ng , w e ' v e  g ot  to 
w o r k  h a r d  fo r  it. T h a t ' s  w h y  I ' m  u r g i n g  A l a s k a  o f f i c i a l s  to 
c o n t a c t  m e m b e r s  o f  the S e n a t e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  a nd  t h e  Ar my. W e  s h o u l d  i m p r e s s  u p o n  
t h e m  t h a t  A l a s k a  is the b e s t  b a s i n g  si t e b o t h  for its 
s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  and  b e c a u s e  t h e d i v i s i o n  w o u l d  be so 
w e l c o m e  t h e r e . "
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A l a s k a  ^ tatc  ^ leg is lature
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MEMORANDUM

TO: 

F R O M :

A l l  M e m b e r s  o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e

A a  ,
S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i k p  \ \ J 
C h a i r - S e n a t e  R u l h s  Qtmmiittee

D A TE : A p r i l  11, 1984 j

SU B JE CT : 10 ,0 0 0  m a n  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  u n i t

On A p r i l  6th, th e U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of  E n g i n e e r s  p u b l i s h e d  in the 
F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  the e i g h t  s i t e s  t h e y  a re  c o n s i d e r i n g  for  th e 
n e w  1 0, 0 0 0  m a n  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  unit. T h r e e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  s i t e s  
ar e in A l a s k a .  T h e C o r p s  is a c c e p t i n g  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  u n t i l  
A p r i l  25th, at w h i c h  t i m e  t h e y  w i l l  p r e p a r e  a d r a f t  E n v i r o n­
m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t .  A f t e r  t h a t  time, the C o r p s  w i l l  be  
h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n the EIS, t w o  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  in 
A n c h o r a g e  on  M a y  18th a n d  19th.

O u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  is a s k i n g  for a b i g  s h o w i n g  o f  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e L e g i s l a t u r e .  In r e s p o n s e  to t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  th e 
S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  is i n t r o d u c i n g  a r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  
th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  this  n e w  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n  in A la s k a .  A  c o p y  
is at ta c h e d .

T h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  ha s a l s o  a s k e d  t h a t  the  i n d i v i d u a l  
l e g i s l a t o r s  se n d t e l e g r a m s  of  s u p p o r t  to th e  v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  
in v ol v e d .  T h e  a d d r e s s e s  a r e  be l ow . S i n c e  the p r e l i m i n a r y  EIS 
w i l l  be  p r e p a r e d  at the  e n d  of t h i s  m o n t h ,  t i m e  is o f the 
e s s e n c e .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
ma t ter .

T h a n k  you.

U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of  E n g i n e e r s
M o b i l e  D i s t r i c t
AT TN: S A M P D - E E
P.O. Box  2288
M o b i l e ,  A l a b a m a  36 628

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  
C a s p e r  W e i n b e r g e r  
S e c r e t a r y  o f D e f e n s e  
T h e P e n t a g o n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20301

S e n a t o r  J o h n  T o w e r  
S e n a t e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  Comm. 
U. S. S e n a t e  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20510

D e p a r t m e n t  of  the A r m y  
J o h n  0. Mars.-h Jr. 
S e c r e t a r y  of th e A r m y  
T h e  P e n t a g o n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20 310

Y flo m o  4  v S / / / r
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