


F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 8 3

T O :  P e t e  J e a n s ,  S e n i o r  A d v i s o r
S e n a t e  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o i r m l -

I  h a v e  a  s m a l l  r e s e a r c h  r e q u e s t  f o r  y o u .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  h e w  m a n y  
p e o p l e  l i v e  i n  e a c h  o f  A l a s k a ' s  f o u r  t i n e  z o n e s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  d a t e  o n  
w h i c h  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w e n t  f r o m  Y u k o n  t o  P a c i f i c  t i m e .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 8 3  i f  a t  
a l l  p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u .

P o p u l a t i o n  a s  o f  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r :

3 6 8 , 1 0 0
3 3 , 5 0 0
5 8 , 6 0 0

A S T
B S T
P S T
Y S T6 0 0

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w e n t  f r o m  P a c i f i c  t o  Y u k o n  T i m e  o n  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 8 0 .  
T h e  s w i t c h  b a c k  t o  P a c i f i c  t i m e  o c c u r e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 0 .



8 9 4 1  E l i m  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7  
F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 3

T o  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s :

W h e n  I  r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r  t h a t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  h a d  a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c h a n g e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  z o n e s  i n  A l a s k a  

t o  a c c o n m o d a t e  a  f e w  b u s i n e s s  ( ? )  p e o p l e  a n d  t o  h e l p  J u n e a u  k e e p  t h e  c a p i t o l  t h e r e ,  

I  c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  o f  s u p p o s e d l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e o p l e  w e  v o t e d  f o r  

a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  c a p i t o l  t o  r e p r e s e n t  u s  h a d  r e a l l y  d o n e  t h i s .  A r e  A l a s k a n s  

s o  s t u p i d  - -  o r  d o  ~ u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  j u s t  t h i n k  w e  a r e  - -  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  c o p e

w i t h  a  f e w  t i m e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  l e a r n  a b o u t  a n d  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  w h i l e

t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ?

H o w  d o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  N e w  Y o r k ?

B y  h a v i n g  o n e  s t a t e  o r  b o t h  c h a n g e  t h e i r  t i m e  A R B I T R A R I L Y  A N D  B Y  S E T T I N G  U P  

F A L S E  T I M E S  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n s  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  u p  a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  o r  

t h e  N e w  Y o r k e r s  s t a y  u p  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  ?

I  v o t e d  t o  m o v e  t h e  C a p i t o l  w h e n  i t  f i r s t  c a m e  u p ,  b u t  I  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  m o v i n g

i t  t h i s  l a s t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  I  f e l t  t h e  m o n e y ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  o r  l i t t l e ,  c o u l d  b e  

u s e d  t o  b e t t e r  p u r p o s e  s u c h  a s  t h e  S u s i u n a  D a m  p r o j e c t s  a n d  f i x i n g  u p  o u r  r o a d s  

a n d  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  w o r k  f o r  m a n y  p e o p l e  a n d  p r o v i d e  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  n o t  j u s t  a  f e w  l e g i s l a t o r s  o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  o n e  t o w n .

N o w  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  J u n e a u  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  w h o l e  

s t a t e  b y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h a v e  a r t i f i c i a l  t i m e  z o n e s  l e g i s l a t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  

c o p e  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d l i n g  w i t h  e a s e  f o r  s e v e r a l  

h u n d r e d  y e a r s .

A r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  a d v e r t i z e  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  

w e  a r e  s o  d u m b  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  t h e  t i m e  z o n e s  w o r k ? ? ?  I t  r e m i n d s  

m e  o f  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  I  r e a d  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  d a y l i g h t  s a v i n g s  t i m e  

c a m e  u p  a n d  a  c l a m  d i g g e r  f r o m  d o w n  t h e  I n l e t  w a n t e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  a



D a y l i g h t  s a v i n g s  t i m e  c h a n g e s  t i m e  f o r  o u r  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  b u t  i t  m e a n s  v e r y  

l i t t l e  i n  A l a s k a  a s  w e  h a v e  s u c h  l o n g  d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  c h a n g e .

I t  i s  a n  a r b i t r a r y  t i m e  t h a t  d o e s  r e a l l y  n o t  c h a n g e  t i m e ,  b u t  j u s t  c h a n g e s  

w h a t  w e  d o  a n d  w h e n .  T h i s  g i v e s  t h f  l a w  m a k e r s  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  G o d  

a n d  c a n  c o n t r o l  s u c h  t h i n g s .

I f  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h i s  s t e p ,  G o d  f o r b i d ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  s o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  

z o n e s :  o n e  b e t w e e n  h e r e  a n d  J u n e a u ,  o n e  b e t w e e n  h e r e  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f

A l a s k a ,  o n e  b e t w e e n  h e r e  a n d  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t ,  a n d  h o w  a b o u t  h e r e  a n d  t h e  s t o c k  

e x c h a n g e  i n  N e w  Y o r k ?  I f  y o u  a r e  c o n f u s e d  n o w  h o w  a b o u t  t h a t .

P l e a s e ,  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  l e a v e  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  a l o n e  a n d  g e t  o n  w i t h  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  y o u  w e r e  e l e c t e d  t o  d o ,  n a m e l y  t h D s e  t h i n g s  y o u  a l l  p r o m i s e d  

b e f o r e  y o u  w e r e  e l e c t e d  a n d  b e c a m e  a n o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o o d  L o r d  t o  t e l l  y o u r  d u m b  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  w h a t  t o  d o  a n d  h o w  t o  d o  i t .  T h i  d a y  o f  t h e  s t a t e s m a n  s e e m s  t o  

b e  g o n e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o t h i n g  b u t  p o l i t i c a n s  w h o  a r e  c o p p e r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  b e t s .  

H o w  a b o u t  c u t t i n g  d o w n  o n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e p a i r i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  s o m e  d e c e n t  r o a d s ,  

l e a r n i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  a c t u a l  i n c o m e  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  h a v e ,  p r o v i d e  w o r k  

f o r  A l a s k a n s  i n s t e a d  o f  h a n d - o u t s  ?  L e t  t h e  c i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  g o t  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  g r a n d i o u s  s c h e m e s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  p a y  f o r  t h e m  t h e m s e l v e s .  

R e p r e s e n t  a l l  o f  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  n o t  j u ^ t  " h e  l o u d  o n e s  a n d  t h e  o n e s  w h o  

w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  n o c  t h e  w h o l e  S t a t e .

I f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  J u n e a u ,  o r  t h e  v o c a l  o n e s ,  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  C a p i t o l  i n  

J u n e a u  l e t  t h e m  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  r i g h t s  a ? s o .  I f  A n c h o r a g e  i s  g e t t i n g  

t o  b e  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i t  m u s t  b e  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  m o r e  t o  o f f e r .  

I  w o u l d  n o t  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  C a p i t o l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  - -  t h e  c i t y  i s  g e t t i n g  t o o  

b i g  a s  i t  i s .  M o s t  c a p i t o l s  o f  s t a t e s  a r e  n o t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t y ,  

b u t  m o s t  a r e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t h a n  J u n e a u .  S o  l e t  J u n e a u  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a  b e t t e r  

m o u s e  t r a p  a n d  p e o p l e  w i l l  c o m e  t o  i t  - -  b e t t e r  r o a d s ,  b e t t e r  f e r r y  s e r v i c e ,  

a n d  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  w i t h  b e t t e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o  d o  t h e  w o r k  t h e y  w e r e

law that low tide would always come in the daytime.



e l e c t e d  f o r  a n d  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  l e g i s l a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  e v e n  t i m e  z o n e s .  L i m i t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  9 0  d a y s  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  o n l y  h a v e  t o  w o r r y  

a b o u t  w h a t  t i m e  i t  i s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  9 0  d a y s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

I r e n e  B r a u n

C o p i e s  t o  a l l  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  t o  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  T i m e s  a n d  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  

D a i l y  N e w s



B o x  1 7 7 ,  H i g h l a n d  D r .  
E a g l e  H i r e r ,  A l e .  9 9 5 7 7  
F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 8 3

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  t i m e  
z o n e  c h a n g e  b i l l  ( S J R 1 7 ) .  I t  w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  n o t h i n g  t o  m a k e  
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e ,  o n l y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h e  b u l l c  
o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n .  D u r i n g  o u r  m o n t h s  o f  l i m i t e d  d a y ­
l i g h t  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  e x t e n d  b y  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  t h e  t i m e  o f  d a r k ­
n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  h o u r s  a n d  a d d  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  h a z a r d  o f  
s n a i l  c h i l d r e n  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l .  A s  i t  i s  o u r  m o r n i n g  a n d  a f t e r ­
n o o n  d a y l i g h t  h o u r s  a r e  f a i r l y  e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  c r e a t i n g  t h e  
b a l a n c e  t h a t  A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  w a s  m e a n t  t o  a c h i e v e .

I  q u i t e  a g r e e  t h a t  J u n e a u  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  s h o u l d  b e  o n  
Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  h a v e  e l e c t e d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  
t o  r e m a i n  o n  P a c i f i c  T i m e  w h i c h  i s  t h e i r  p e r o g a t i v e .  T h a t  
c h o i c e  s h o u l d  b e  h o n o r e d .  B y  f o r c i n g  t h e  e n t i l e  s t a t e  t o  . j u m p  
o v e r  t o  a  n e w  t i m e  z o n e  w i l l  o n l y  c r e a t e  n e w  a n i m o s i t y  a n d  
d i v i s i v r . e s s .  T h e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  j u s t  n o t  t h e r e ,  w e  a r e  o n  d a y ­
l i g h t  t i m e  h R l f  o f  t h e  y e a r  w h i c h  i s  f i n e ,  s i n c e  o u r  A l a s k a n  
s u m m e r s  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a b u n d a n t  d a y l i g h t  a n d  i t  a l s o  k e e p s  
u s  i n  s y n c  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

T h e  g o v e r n o r  h a s  a l r e a d y  e n a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  a l o n g  
t h e s e  l i n e s  b y  c h a n g i n g  s t a t e  o f f i c e  h o u r s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  
t o  9 - 5 : 3 0 ,  t h e r e b y  m o v i n g  t o  w i t h i n  o n l y  o n e  h o u r  o f  A n c h o r a g e  
a n d  " a i r b a n k s  s t a t e  o f f i c e  h o u r s .  T h i s  c h a n g e  i s  t o  b e  c o m ­
m e n d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  
g e o g r a p h y .  I f  w e  c o u l d  I ’ m  s u r e  w e  w o u l d  a l l  b e  o n  N e w  Y o r k  -  
W a s h i n g t o n  D  C .  t i m e .  ( E a s t e r n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e )

P l e a s e  t a k e  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n s  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h o  p r e f e r  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  t i m e  z o n e s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

(ft,
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The Ketchikan City Council author­
ized Mayor Thomas Torry to issue a 
proclamation adopting Pacific Standard 
Time, or 120th Meridian time, as official 
time in the City of Ketchikan, effective 
at midnight on Saturday, May 29. The 
action was taken upon the recommenda­
tion of the Ketchikan Commercial Club 
which felt that having the same time as 
Seattle would be advantageous to the 
Ketchikan Fish Exchange and to other 
business houses. The change was made 
without any reported difficulties. Ketch­
ikan churches held services by Pacific 
Standard Time on Sunday, May 30, and 
the schools opened by it the next da,.
At that time, before long distance tele­

phones and scheduled air service in 
Southeast Alaska, it made little differ­
ence in one town what time the clocks 
showed in another, and other towns were 
slow to follow Ketchikan's example. 
Wrangell and Petersburg were the first 
to change, some ten years after Ketchi­
kan. In Juneau the matter became con­
troversial. When it was suggested that 
the clocks be moved ahead an liorr, the 
miner's union strenuously opposed it. 
The question was taken before the City 
Council which in August, 1939, consid­
ered a motion to adopt Pacifie Standard 
Time but tabled it. Council members 
did decide, however, to put the question 
to the people and on April 2, 19-10, 
Jimeaiiites voted 753-504 in favor of the 
eliange, to take plaee at midnight on 
April 30. The miners at the Alaska-
Juneau Mine announced they would con­
tinue to work by 135th Meridian time.
Sitka set its clocks to 120th Meridian 

time on 1 iay 13, 1910. Skagway, with its 
rail connection to Whitehorse, remained 
on the old time, which became known as 
Yukon Standard Time, an hour earlier 
than the remainder of Southeast Alaska.

M A Y  10. 1912—

At about 10 o'clock p.m. during a
heavy southwest gale, the tug PiONr.ru 
lost her low, the barge II a yon Br o w n, 
somewhere between Cape Clearc and 
Cape St. Elias in the Gulf of Alaska, 
The H aydn Br o w n was the hull of an 
old sailing vessel, built as a medium 
clipper at Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
in 1870. She carried sail until sometime 
after 1900 when she was cut down to a 
barge. On this voyage she had left Se­
attle in tow on March 16 for Akutan
Harbor, under charter to the Alaska
Whaling Company. Her cargo included 
200 tons oi coal, 700 tons of miscel­

M A Y  19, 1926- laneous supplies and 200 tons of ma­
chinery, and she carried twenty-five 
hands for the whaling plant at Akutan. 
She was owned by the Griffiths and 
Sprague Stevedoring Company of Seattle 
and was returning empty to that port 
at the end of the Pioneer’s towlinc.
Captain Andrew Peterson was in 

charge of the H aydn Bnow.v and with 
him were Carl Wcstcrland, donkey en- 
gincman; August Palmer and Chris Jan­
sen, sailors; K. Hawakara, cook; and two 
hands who had been shipped at Akutan 
and whose names are unrecorded. For 
forty-eight hours after the towlinc part­
ed, or was cut— there was some dispute 
about the facts— the crew of the barge 
kept watch for the tug, and for thirty- 
six hours Captain Nielson of 'lie Pioneer 
cruised around seeking the barge. Neither 
sighted the other. The gale continued 
and the hull of the old ship was wracked 
and pounded by huge seas until it began 
to go to pieces. She started In go down 
by the head and, as August Palmer told 
it afterward, she "crumpled up like an 
egg crate." This was Palmer's tenth ship­
wreck and lie jumped clear of the vessel 
as she sank, then swam around until he 
could get hold of a piece of wreckage.
After Palmer had been some time in 

the water— he was never sure just how 
long, but thought it must have been near­
ly twelve hours— the waves tossed him up 
on the steep rocky shore of Montague 
Island. A short while later lie saw Carl 
Wcslerlaud come ashore, but when lie 
got to Carl he found that he was dead 
of injuries apparently suffered when ho 
came through the surf. Palmer saw a 
body floating offshore, too. but could 
not identify it.
Palmer, who wasn't sure where lie had 

landed, went into the woods looking for 
a trail or sign of habitation. He found 
a trail but it was a bear trail, with bears 
on it. He said afterward that he did not 
know Tiuicli about bears but that these 
did not act very friendly, so lie returned 
lo the beach and found some mussels 
which lie ale raw. For four days and 
nights lie wandered along the shore, 
dodging the surf and picking bis way 
over the barnacle-covered rocks. He did 
not sleep because he was afraid the hoars 
might eat him if lie went into the woods 
and that the tide might wash him away 
if lie slept on the bench. The weather 
did improve some and once he saw a 
while-hulled steamer passing by. This 
encouraged him because he thought it 
might be searching for survivors.
He was right in this because what lie 

saw was undoubtedly the revenue cutter

M anning which was making ; 
was the lighthouse tender A mi 
the passenger steamers Noin 
and A dmiral Sampson were 
special lookout for survivors. 
A mekia that spotted Palmer, f 
to pick him up and sour Ikii 
warm, fed and asleep. No otlie 
of the H aydn Br o w n were f<>
Palmer had survived his I 

wreck and his eleventh was sot 
when the A mehia struck a r 
days later. After he final!) 
Juneau and was asked about 
for the future, Palmer said th 
giving strong consideration ti 
the sea. Eleven shipwrecks w< 
bad, each taken by itself, lie 
lie didn't like them coming in •' 
succc. sion—especially when tli 
was so closely approaching thi

M A Y  . ’6 ,  1 9 1 7 —
At a few minutes past 0:01 

freighter Hkdwo o d, owned 1 
American* Fisheries and on In 
voyage, ploughed into the Sta 
Company wharf in Ketchikan 
it toppling into the bay, togc 
its pipelines and pumps and 
drums of gasoline and oil,
On the Hedwooii's bridge \vu 

Thomas Moore who recently 
the Cordova of the Alaska ! 
Company to lake over the in 
She had been launched at H 
earlier in the spring, a wooden 
1,793 tons gross with a met 
length of 220.-I feel. She had 
load of supplies lo the PAI' 
at King Cove in Western Alnsk: 
returning south in ballast v 
put into Ketchikan for bunker
Captain Moore, when asked 

happened, made it brief. “At < 
wc slowed down. At 6:0-1 I on 
engines stopped. At 0:05 I sig: 
full speed astern. The engine: 
to reverse. W e  hit the dock."

M A Y  1 5 ,  1 9 1 6 —
The Yost Office Depart men 

the only offer submitted on it 
bids to carry mail by airplane f 
Earl J. Byers of Iditarod sub 
bid of $4-1,900 to carry n 
pounds of mail twice each wr 
year from Seward via Ancln 
Iditarod. Byers did not file the 
performance bond but said he ' 
so if awarded a contract. Pi 
General Burleson did not reject 
crs bid at once; lie said it was 
and another call would be issuer

30 A laska Spohtsman • M ay, 1965
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 8/8 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

B Y  H A L F O R D ,  FA IR S ,  F E R G U S O N ,
V. F I S C H E R ,  J O S E P H S O N ,  K EL L Y ,

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  S T U R G U L E W S K I  A N D  R O D E Y

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

A T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

L R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t he  U n i t e d

6 St a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to

7 r e v i s e  t he  s t a n d a r d  t i m e  z o n e s  i n  w h i c h

3 A l a s k a  is locate d.

9 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  that s p a n s  f o u r  t i m e  zones; a n d

11 W H E R E A S  the t i m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  c r e a t e

12 an  a r t i f i c i a l  b a r r i e r  that  i m p a i r s  e f f o r t s  to i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a m o n g

13 the  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  of this v a s t  state; a n d  

1A W H E R E A S  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  ti m e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  the  s c a t e

15 c a p i t a l  and  the o t h e r  c e n t e r s  of fi na n c e ,  trade, a n d  c o m m e r c e  i n  A l a s k a

16 w o u l d  b r i n g  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  c l o s e r  to all  the p e o p l e  of th e state; a nd
. .

l / "  17 W H E R E A S  the t r a n s f e r  of javst of A l a s k a  to the .Yukon S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e

oJ lK -
18 w o u l d  p l a c e  m oo t  A l a s k a n s  o n  a n  i d e n t i c a l  t i m e  s c h e d u l e  that w o u l d  a v o i d

19 i n c o n v e n i e n c e  to the t r a v e l e r ,  the  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in d u s t r y ,  a n d  o t h e r

20 c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ;  a n d

21  W H E R E A S  f e d e r a l  l aw (15 U .S . C .  secs. 26 0 - 267; A9 U . S . C .  sec.

22 1 6 5 5 ( e ) ( 5 ) )  r e g u l a t e s  the t i m e  o n  w h i c h  a ll  f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s  a n d  c o m m o n

23 c a r r i e r s  e n g a g e d  in i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  f o r e i g n  c o m m e r c e  o p e r a t e  a n d  g r a n t s  to 

2A the U n i t e d  Sta te s S e c r e t a r y  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  th e a u t h o r i t y  to r e d e f i n e  the 

25 b o u n d a r i e s  of time  zones t ha t  s e r v e  the U n i t e d  Stat es ;

26'-''"^ B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  the Secre-

27 tary  of the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to r e d e f i n e  the

f t  28 b o u n d a r i e s  of the time z on es  in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is l o c a t e d  b y  s h i f t i n g  jhose

29 p o r t i o n s  of the s t a t e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  a n d ^  the

\V  \ j  c lU '- A\
i ^  ' l 'i t ~r-' -  S J R  17

Or\ <*- ‘til
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1 A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e j t o  t h e  Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zo n e  an d

2 that p o r t i o n  of the s t a t e  in thr, Dr.rinfl S t a n d a r d  Tlmi-r-Tmn'— t o — the

3 AigcVn .ct-3T^or^ Tima Zfriv*.

4 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s ent to the H o n o r a b l e  A n d r e w  L.

5 Le wi s ,  Jr., S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d  to the

6 H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o v s k i , U.S. S e n at or s, a nd

7 th e H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y ou n g ,  U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a -

8 t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .

a

S J R  17 - 2 -



DAVE

RE T IM E  Z6NE

—  ANY PROBLEM WITH U . S .  DOT ON RENAMING 'YUKON' TO 'A L A S K A ' ZONE?

—  COULD DOT SECRETARY S IM PLY REDEFINE 'A L A S K A 7 ZONE TO MEAN 

SAME T IM E  AS YUKON ZONE?

PLS ADVISE GOV'S O FFIC E  THAT WESTERN SENATORS AGREE THEIR REGION 

SHOULD BE ON SAME TIM E AS REST OF STATE.

ALSO TELL THEM WE WANT IT  CALLED 'ALASKA T IM E  ZONE'

L E T ' S  SCHEDULE TUESDAY,, 3 / 8  REGARDLESS OF ANSWERS TO ABOVE  ------------

THX

V IC

3 / 7



Cook 
3/4/83 s

Original sponsors: Halford, Faiks,
Ferguson, et al

IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO., 17 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the standard time zones in 

which Alaska is located.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS Alaska is the only state that spans four time zones; and
\

WHEREAS the time differences between the communities in Alaska create 

an artificial barrier that impairs efforts to improve communications among 

the widely scattered population centers of this vast state; and

WHEREAS the elimination of the time differential between the state 

capital and the other centers of finance, trade, and commerce in Alaska 

would bring state government closer to all the people of the state; and

WHEREAS all of the state, including Western Alaska and the Aleutian 

Islands, should be in a single Alaska time zone to improve communication 

between the people of the state; and

WHEREAS placing all of Alaska in a single time zone would allow 

Alaskans to use an identical time schedule that would avoid inconvenience 

to the traveler, the transportation industry, and other commercial enter­

prises; and

WHEREAS federal law (15 U.S.C. secs. 260 - 267; 49 U.S.C. sec. 1655- 

(e)(5)) regulates the time on which all federal offices and common carriers 

engaged in interstate and foreign commerce operate and grants to the United 

States Secretary of Transportation the authority to redefine the boundaries 

of time zones that serve the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature requests the Secre­

tary of the United States Department of Transportation t o  redefine the 

boundaries of the time zones in which Alaska is located by shifting those

-1- CSSJR 17(SA)
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3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  a n d  t h e  B e r i n g  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  t o  t h e  Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  

T i m e  Z o n e ;  a n d  b e  i t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  . : h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  C o n g r e s s  

t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  n e w  s i n g l e  t i m e  z o n e  i n  w h i c h  a l l  o f  A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  l o ­

c a t e d  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  E l i z a b e t h  

D o l e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  

G e o r g e  B u s h ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

S e n a t e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T h o m a s  P .  O ' N e i l l ,  J r . ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  

M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .

CSSJR 1 7 (SA) - 2 -



PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FISCAL IMPACT

Bill No: SJR 17__________________________________________Date on Bill: January 28, 1983
Title: Requesting Sec. USDOT to Change Time Zones____________  _____________________________
Sponsor: Halford, Faiks, Furgesor~V. Fischer, Josephson, Kelly, Sturgulewski and Rodey
Requestor: V. Fischer _______________________________________________________________

1. Estimated fiscal impacts on’:

a. Expenditures:

(Thousands of Dollars)
I FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 I FY 86

Capital I I
Operatinq I I
Total l -0- -0- -0- -0- i

b. Revenues:

I Revenue I I I 1

2. Source of funds to offset fiscal impact of bill:

3. Assumptions:

4. Disclaimer:
This statement has not bpen reviewed by the 0MB in the Office of the Governor.

Prepared By: Frank Ra.ye \LA iA lJ
Division: Personnel

Approved by Commissioner: 
Department: Administration"

L i s a  R u d d

5. Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance 
Copy to 0MB 
Copy to Sponsor 
Copy to Requestor

Phone: 465-4430
Date: 2/28/83

Date: ^/ /a/3 3

2/8/83

6/67D3/0228-03-1



Position Paper 
SJR 17

This resolution requests the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to shift Time Zones in parts of Alaska from the Pacific 
and Alaska to the Yukon Time Zone and other areas of Alaska from the 
Bering Time Zone to the Alaska Time Zone.

The proposea changes in time zones will improve the communications 
between the Divicion of Personnel headquarters and its regional 
offices as well as cetween the Division of Personnel headquarters and 
all other State offices in major portions of the State. This improved 
communications will result from synchronizing the time between Juneau, 
Anchorage and Fairbanks.

The Division supports passage of SJR 17.

Signature J L s  Date ^ / .
commissi oner of Administration 

17D7/0302-1
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
SENATOR VIC FISCHER, CHAIRMAN

POUCH V, JUNEAU 99811
(907) 465-4954

February 16, 1983

TO: Fellow Senators

FROM: Senator Vic Fischer, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee

RE: Standard Tims Zone

The Senate State Affairs conmittee is considering a resolution to bring 
Alaska together by adjusting the various separate time zones.

There appears to be consensus that all of Alaska should ideally be on a 
single time zone. The cornu.ttee asked that all senators be polled on 
the question of which tima zone should be used for the state —  Yukon 
Standard Time or Alaska Standard Time.

Which would you prefer: (PLEASE CHECK ONE OR INDICATE PREFERENCES)

1. Entire state on Yukon Standard Time ?

2. Entire state on Alaska Standard Time ?_

3. Other approach _________________________

(I would assume that if we chose Yukon time, we'd try and get it renamed 
"Alaska Standard Time")

I would appreciate having your response as soon as possible.



I. REQUEST
BilI/Resolution No.: SJR 17
Title: Revise Time Zones

II,

Sponsor: Halford
Requestor:________

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected:______________________
Program Category' Affected: Gen. Go\rt.

Administration

BRU, Program of Subprogram(s) Affected: 
Data Processing

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 8/ FY 88

OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL 1

400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 o 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Do! lars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIMF
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis

Prepared By: Mike Wheeler (
Division: Data Processing y

Approved by Commissioner;, kisa Rudd
------------ -

Department: Administration

Phone: 465-2220
Date:

Date:

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for legislature introduced bills) 
Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/EJ3

7/0316-18-3/8DGSF1



ANALYSIS - TIME ZONE REVISION

The recent change in the working hours o' Juneau State employees had the 
effect of shifting the workload on the Juneau Data Center by one hour.

No effect of the convergence of the Juneau and Anchorage peak loads v/as 
detectible in either capacity management statistics or in response times of 
online transactions.

This Resolution will shift the workload one additional hour, assuming 
that work hours are uniform within Yukon tine.

The fiscal impact upon the Data Centers is expected to be negligible.

MW/je
5/0316-18-4/BDGSF1
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z o n e s

By  KA R IN  DAV IES  a n d  DON  HUNTER ~
Daily News reporters * J ( f ,  £ 3  ^  7? A

W A S H IN G T O N  —  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e c r e t a r y  E l i z a b e W  
D o le  o n  T h u r s d a y  s ig n ed  a  p l a n  t h a t  w i l l  c o n s o l i d a t e  
A l a s k a ’ s  f o u r  t im e  z on es  in t o  tw o ,  f e d e r a l  s o u rc e s  s a id .

T h e  sou rc e s  s a id  t h a t  th e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  D e p a r tm e n t  
w i l l  a n n o u n c e  p u b l i c l y  t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  p l a n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  
p u t  c lo c k s  f r o m  th e  P a n h a n d l e  t o  th e  A l e u t i a n  C h a i n  o n  
the  s a m e  t im e ,  h a s  b e en  a p p r o v e d .

T h e  p l a n  w i l l  g o  in t o  e f f e c t  O c t . 30 , w h e n  D a y l i g h t  
S a v in g s  T im e  r e v e r t s  t o  S t a n d a r d  T im e .

T h e  c h ange  w a s  s o u g h t  b y  A l a s k a  G o v .  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
to  r e m o v e  b a r r i e r s  t o  d o in g  b u s in e s s  in  A l a s k a ,  im p r o v e  
c om m u n ic a t i o n s  a n d  u n i f y  re s id e n t s .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  
p l a n  s a y  i t  as a  w a y  t o  f o r e s t a l l  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e l o c a t e  
th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e cau se  J u n e a u  a n d  A n c h o r ­
age w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  .'tame t im e .

S p o k e s m e n  f o r  th e  g o v e r n o r  h e r e  a n d  i n  J u n e a u  
d e c l in e d  t o  c om in e h t  o n  th e  d e c is io n  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  “ W e ’v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  
d e c is io n  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c ed  t o m o r r o w , "  P e t e  S p i v e y ,  
S h e f f i e l d ’s p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  s a i d  T h u r s d a y .  W h e n  th e  
c h an ge  is  m ad e ,  m o r e  t h a n  90  p e rc e n t  o f  A l a s k a  r e s id e n t s ,  
a l l  t h o s e  l i v i n g  e a s t  o f  169 d eg ree s  l o n g i t u d e ,  w i l l  b e  o n  
Y u k o n  T im e .

W h en  D a y l i g h t  S a v in g s  T im e  ends , Y a k u t a t  r e s id e n t s ,
See  Back Page, ALASKA
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t i m e  z o n e s  

l o r  A l a s k a  O l / ’
By KAR IN  DAV IES  a n d  DON  HUNTER
Daily News reporters * / { / .  £ 3

W A S H IN G T O N  —  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e c r e t a r y  E l i z a b e  
D o l e  o n  T h u r s d a y  s ig n ed  a  p l a n  t h a t  w i l l  c o n s o l id a t e  
A l a s k a ’ s f o u r  t im e  z on es  in t o  tw o ,  f e d e r a l  so u rc e s  sa id .

T h e  s ou rc e s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  D e p a r tm e n t  
w i l l  a n n o u n c e  p u b l i c l y  t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  p l a n ,  w h ic h  w i l l  
p u t  c lo c k s  f r o m  th e  P a n h a n d l e  t o  th e  A l e u t i a n  C u a in  o n  
th e  s am e  t im e ,  h a s  b e en  a p p r o v e d .

T h e  p l a n  w i l l  g o  in t o  e f f e c t  O c t .  30 , w h e n  D a y l i g h t  
S a v in g s  T im e  r e v e r t s  t o  S t a n d a r d  T im e .

T h e  ch ange  w a s  s o u g h t  b y  A l a s k a  G o v .  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
t o  r e m o v e  b a r r i e r s  t o  d o in g  b u s in e s s  in  A l a s k a ,  im p r o v e  
c o m m u n ic a t i o n s  a n d  u n i f y  r e s id e n t s .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  th e  
p l a n  s a y  i t  as  a  w a y  to  f o r e s t a l l  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e l o c a t e  
th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e cau se  J u n e a u  a n d  A n c h o r ­
age  w i l l  b e  on  t h e  s am e  t im e .

S p o k e s m e n  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  h e r e  a n d  in  J u n e a u  
d e c l in e d  to  c om m en t  o n  th e  d e c is io n  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  the  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  “ W e ’v e  b e e n  t o l d  I'bnt, 
d e c is io n  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  t o m o r r o w , “  P e t e  S p i v e y ,  
S h e f f i e l d ’ s p re s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  s a id  T h u r s d a y .  W h e n  th e  
c h an g e  is  m ad e ,  m o r e  t h a n  90  p e r c e n t  o f  A l a s k a  r e s id e n t s ,  
a l l  t h o s e  l i v i n g  e a s t  o f  169 d eg ree s  l o n g i t u d e ,  w i l l  b e  on  
Y u k o n  T im e .

W h en  D a y l i g h t  S a v i n g s  T im e  end s ,  Y a k u t a t  r e s id e n t s ,
See  Back Page, ALASKA



Continued from Page A-1
t h e  o n l y  o n e s  n o w  o n  Y u k o n  ■■ 
T im e ,  w i l l  m o v e  t h e i r  c lo c k s  9  
b a c k  a n  h o u r .  T h e  r e s t  o f  9  
s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w i l l  p u t  9  
t h e i r  c lo c k s  b a c k  t w o  h o u r s .  I  
T h o s e  in  th e  A l a s k a  T im e  I  
Z o n e  w i l l  n o t  c h an g e  t h e i r  I  
c lo c k s ;  and  th u s  w i l l  b e  on  I  
Y u k o n  T im e .  I

M o s t  B e r i n g  T im e  Z o n e  r e s - 1  
id e n t s  w i l l  m o v e  t h e i r  c lo c k s  I  
a h e a d  o n e  h o u r .  T h o s e  l i v i n g  ■ 
w e s t  o f  169 d e g re e s  lo n g i tu d e ,  I  
i n c lu d in g  S t .  L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  I  
a n d  th e  f a r  re a c h e s  o f  t h e  I  
A l e u t i a n  C h a in ,  w i l l  s h i f t  t o  H  
A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T im e .  R

S o o n  a f t e r  S h e f f i e l d  a n ­
n oun c ed  th e  p l a n ,  i t  w a s  en ­
d o r s e d  b y  th e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e .  A b o u t  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  
A la s k a n s  f a v o r e d  th e  p l a n  in  
a  s t a t e w id e  p o l l .

P o c k e t s  o f  s t a u n c h  o p p o s i ­
t i o n  e n d u re d  in  s om e  s o u t h ­
e a s t  c om m u n i t i e s ,  h ow e v e r .  
A t  p u b l i c  h e a r in g s  e a r l i e r  th is  
y e a r ,  K e t c h i k a n  r e s i d e n t s  
p o r t r a y e d  t h e  t im e  c h an ge  as 
the  p r o d u c t  o f  a  p o w e r  s t r u g ­
g le  b e tw e en  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and  9 
s o u th e rn  p o r t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a .  I  
" T h e  a re a  t h a t ' s  t h e  b ig g e s t  I 
m o n e y m a k e r  i s  g o i n g  t o  I 
w i n , ”  J am e s  L l a n o s  s a id  la s t  J 
m on th .  |

T o l d  T h u r s d a y  t h e  change  
h n d  b e e n  a p p r o v e d ,  S i t k a  I 
M a y o r  J o h n  D a p c e v ic h  sa id  
he  s t i l l  o pp o se s  t h e  c o n s o l i ­
d a te d  t im e  zon es ,  b u t  s a id  h is  
o p p o s i t i o n  w as  s t r i c t l y  a  p e r ­
s o n a l  s t a n d .  T h e  S i t k a  A s s em ­
b l y  dec ided  to  t a k e  n o  s id e  in  
th e  issue , h e  sa id .

D a p c e v ic h  s a id  h e  a n d  m o s t ^ l  
p e o p le  h e  k n o w s  a re  a g a in s t  
t h e  c h an ge  f o r  a  s im p le  r e a - ^ |  
s on .  "W e  d o n ’t  l i k e  to  l o s e  t h e ^ H  
n o u r  ol d a y l i g h t  in  t h e  s p r i n g ™  
a n d  la t e  f a l l , "  h e  s a id .  A l s o , ^ |  
" w e  w o u ld  r a t h e r  be  o n  S e a t - B  
t i e  t im e  b ecause , d o w n  h e r e . W  
m o s t  o f  o u r  d e a l i n g s  a r e  w i t h H  
th e  L o w e r  4 8 . "  H

H o w e v e r ,  a n o t h e r  S i t k a  9  
r e s id e n t ,  C e c i l  M c C la in ,  te s t i -  9  
f i e d  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  c h an ge  9  
e a r l i e r  and  a p p la u d e d  i t s  a p -  V  
p r o v a l  T h u r s d a y .  “ I  t h i n k  I  
h e r e  i t  is  p r e t t y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a  I  
m a j o r i t y  of. t h e  p e o p le  a r e  i n  B  
f a v o r  o f  S t ,"  s a id  M c C la in ,  R j 
w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S i t 1.- S  
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  a t  t h e  a  
e a r l i e r  h e a r in g .  lit

" O n e  h o u r  t im e  d i f f e r e n c e  I
b e tw e en  h e r e  a n d  S e a t t l e  i s n ’ t  I  *-----»» 9

U li ik .1V.>.—  ____
A la s k a ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  c au se  
p r o b l e m s ,  h e  s a id .

T h e  c h a n g e  a l s o  s h o u l d  
h . ' lp  d r a w  r e s id e n t s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  c l o s e r  t o g e th e r  “ a n d  c re ­
a t e  s om e  g o o d  fe e l i n g s , "  M c ­
C l a i n  s a id .

B o b  R o s s ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  g e n e ra l  c o u n ­
s e l ,  s a i d  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  r e ­
c e i v e d  p e t i t i o n s  w i t h  m o r e  
t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  a n o  
m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  w r i t t e n  c o m ­
m e n t s  on  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  H e  
d e c l i n e d  to  c om m en t  o n  t h e
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