


Memorandum

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Senate State Affairs Committee Staff

RE: SCR 37 "Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month"

DATE: February 23, 1983

Official Business

Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, C hair •  Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4954

SCR 37 requests the governor to designate the month of June as "Sexual 
Assault and Abuse Awareness Month."

Back-up information

A letter from the Senate Advisory Council
A position statement from the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault



S E N A T E  A M E N D M E N T

By S t a t e  A f f a i r s

T o : _____________________________________________________________S E N A T E  B I L L  N o ,  S C R  3 7

T o : _____________________________________________________________H O U S E  B I L L  N o . __________ ________________

P a g e :  i  L i n e :  10

A D D ,  " a n d  u n r e p o r t e d "  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " r e p o r t e d "

P g  1 ,  L i n e  1 6  

D E L E T E  " J u n e "

A D D ,  " M a y "  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " o f "



Introduced: 2/10/84
Referred: State Affairs
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1 IN THE SENATE

I

BY KERTTULA AND STURGULEWSKI 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 37 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to "Sexual Assault and Abuse 

Awareness Monch."

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there is a great need for education and training regarc 

sexual assault and abuse and their prevention; and

WHEREAS there iis a high incidence of reported(child and adult sexual

1 1  assault and abuse in this state; and

12 WHERL a S the Governor, the legislature, and many health professionals

13 have recognized the dramatic need to addrers the problems of sexual assault

14 and abuse in Alaska;

15 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is

16 respectfully requested to designate the month of/jtmp' as "Sexual Assault

17 and Abuse Awareness Month" to increase the awnyCness and knowledge of

18 Alaskans about these pervasive problems.

j f Y i w  ^M

- i - S C R  37



Senator Bennett Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Senator Fahrenkamp Fhoi'.e: (907) 274-1426
Senator Vic Fischer

SENATE ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR JALMAR KERTTULA ' 

FROM: ELIZABETH J. NICKERSON

RE: SCR 37, relating to “Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month." 

DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 1984

The incidence of sexual assault and abuse in our state is alarming. 
According to the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
(Council), Alaska had the highest rate of rape in the United States for 
1982 (Annual Report, January 1984). The occurrence of child sexual 
assault and abuse is startling. In FY 80, the Division of Family and 
Youth Services reported 139 suspected cases of child abuse. In FY 83^ 
616 suspected cases were reported to the same agency. During FY 83,
6,986 clients were served by sexual assault and domestic violence 
programs statewide. These statistics may only represent the tip of the 
Iceberg.

It is unclear whether the incidence of sexual assault and abuse is on 
the increase or whether the reporting of these crimes has increased. 
Barbara Miklos, Dlrec^r of the Council, believes that public awareness 
through education has .significantly contributed to the Increased report­
ing. One fact is certain, sexual assault and abuse exist in Alaska.
Many of the victims are defenseless children who have been taught that 
sexual assault and abuse are a part of normal family dynamics.

The first step necessary to break this chain of violence is through 
public awareness. SCR 37 will b r  lg this 1*sue to the public's atten­
tion. To ensure the effectiveness of this resolution all three branches 
of our government, sexual assault and abuse programs, human services 
providers, private businesses/corporations, organizations, religious 
associations, and local governments, must carefully plan and participate 
in events during the Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month.



' • A L A S K A  N j b T W O R K  O N  D O M E S T I C  \  

V I O L E N C E  A N D  S E X U A L  A S S A U L T  

1 1 0  S e w a r d  §]3  J u n e a u  A l a s k a '  9 9 8 0 1  

( 9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 - 3 5 5 9

P O S IT IO N  PA PE R

S C R  3 7 :  R e l a t i n g  t o  " S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  a n d  A b u s e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h "

T h e  A l a s k a  N e t w o r k  o r .  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  2 0  p r o g r a m s  s t a t e w i d e  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  
v i c t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  s u p p o r t s  S C R 3 7  

\ t o  d e s i g n a t e  a  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  a b u s e  a w a r e n e s s  m o n t h .

T h e  N e t w o r k  f e e l s  t h a t  a ’ c o n t i n u i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o n  t h e  p a r t '  
o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  h i g h  r a t e  o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  

ii a n d  a b u s e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h o s e
\ c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t

i s s u e .  .  •'

S i n c e  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a y  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  
" F ’ - ' d  V i o l e n c e  A g a i n s t  W o m e n  a n d  C h i l d r e n "  m o n t h ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  a b u s e  a r e  b o t h  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  p e r p e t r a t i o n  
o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  N e t w o r k  c o n c u r s  i n  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  
S e x u a l  A s s a v . l t  t h a t  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  a b u s e  i s s u e s  c o u l d  b e  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  w i t h i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  t h e m e .

T h e  N e t w o r k ' s  m e m b e r  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o m ­
m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  
a n d  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  a s  s t a t e w i d e  c o n c e r n s .

V o  0 1 T l O / 0  0 •'



SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO.. 37  b y  S e n a t o r s  K e r t t u l a  
and S t u r g u l e w s k i *

• R e l a t i n g  t o  " S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  and 
A bu s e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h . "*

was r e a d  t h e  F i r s t  t i m e  and r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
Comm i t t e e .

SCR 37 ' SENATE JOURNAL - PAGE 2023- 2

SCR 37 SENATE JOURNAL -  PAGE 2 1 B 2 -  1

T he S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION NO. 37 ( S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  and A bu s e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h )  
and a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r ecom m ended  i t  be r e p l a c e d  
w i t h

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 37 (S A )

ana ^  p a s s .  T he r e p o r t  was s i g n e d  by S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r *
Ch a i rman and c o n c u r r e d  5 n b y  Seria t  o r s  K e l l y *  S i : u r g u  I e wsk  i 
and R o d e y . i

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 37 was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  
Comm i t  t e e .

2/10/84

2 / 2 7 / 8 4



*T w n w « «
Offered: 2/27/84
Referred: Rules

Original sponsors: Kerttula and Sturgu.lewski

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 37 (State Affairs)

3 IN THE LEGISI 'TURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Relating to "Sexual Assault and Abuse

6 Awareness Month."

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS there is a great need for education and training regarding

9 sexual assault and abuse and their prevention; and

10 WHEREAS there is a high incidence of reported and unreported child and

1 1  adult sexual assault and abuse in this state; and

12 WHEREAS the Governor, the legislature, and it any health professionals

13 have recognized the dramatic need to address the problems of sexual assault

14 and abuse in Alaska;

15 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Govei'nor is

16 respectfully requested to designate the month of May as "Sexual Assault and

17 Abuse Awareness Month" to increase the awareness and knowledge of Alaskans

18 about these pervasive problems.

- 1 - CSSCR 3 7 (S A )



Memorandum

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Senate State Affairs Committee Staff

RE: SCR 37 ''Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month”

DATE: February 23, 1983

SCR 37 requests the governor to designate the month of June as ''Sexual 
Assault and Abuse Awareness Month.”

Bac.k-up Information

A letter from the Senate Advisory Council
A position statement from the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault

Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, C hair •  Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 4654954Official Business
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1 IN  THE SENATE /AND STURGULEWSKIBY KERTTULA 

, / SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 37 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to "Sexual Assault and Abuse 

Awareness Month."

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
, < f P

WHEREAS there is a great need for education and t r a i p ^ ^  regarding 

sexual assault and abuse and their prevention; a n d i J ^

WHEREAS there is a high incidence of reported child and adult sexual

A1 1  assault and abuse in this state; and

12 WHEREAS the Governor, the legislature, and many health professionals

13 have recognized the dramatic need to address the problems of sexual assault

14 and abuse in Alaska;

15 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is

16 respectfully requested to designate the month o f J j u m J  as "Sexual Assault

17 and Abuse Awareness Month" to increase the awareness and knowledge of

18 Alaskans about these pervasive problems.

- 1 - SCR 37

S c %  3  7



/
Advisory Council Members 
Senator Kerttula, Chairman 1024 W, 6th Avenue, Suite 203 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone: (907) 274-1426

Senator Bennett *- 
Senator Fahrenkamp 
Senator Vic Fischer

SENATE ADVISORY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM

TC: SENATOR JALMAR KERTTULA 

FROM: F» IZABETH J. H1CKERS0N

RE: SCR 37, relating to "Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month." 

DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 1984

The incidence of sexual assault and aouse in our state is alarming. 
According to the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
(Council), Alaska had the highest rate of rape in the United States for 
1582 (Annual Report, January 1984). The occurrence of child sexual 
assault and abuse is startling. In FY 80, the Division of Family and 
Youth Seryices reported 139 suspected cases of child abuse. In FY 83, 
616 suspected cases were reported to the same agency. During FY 83,
6,986 clients were served by sexual assault and domestic violence 
programs statewide. These statistics may only represent the t%p of the 
iceberg.

It is unclear whether the incidence of sexual assault and abuse 1s on 
the Increase or whether the reporting of these crimes has increased. 
Barbara Mlklos, Director of the Council, believes that public awareness 
through education has significantly contributed to the Increased report­
ing. One fact is certain, sexual assault and abuse exist in Alaska.
Many of the victims are defenseless children who have bean taught that 
sexual assault and abuse arc a part of normal family dynamics.

The first step necessary to break this chain of violence is through 
public awareness, SCR 37 will bring this issue to the public's.atten­
tion. To ensure the effectiveness of this resolution u i l  three branches 
of our government, sexual assault and abuse programs, human services 
providers, private businesses/corporations, organizations, religious 
associations, and local governments, must carefully plan and participate 
in events during the Sexual Assault and Abuse Awareness Month.
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COMMSTTEE 
SENATE

REPORT
S I N E

F U R T H E R :

2/10/34

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n S T A T E  A F F A I R S c o n s i d e r e d  S C R  3 7

r e l a t i n g  t o  " S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  a n d  A b u s e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h .

a n d  ( a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

k j )  d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  C S  f o r  
[  j  n e w  t i t l e

s a m e  t i t l e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s[ ) 

[ 1 

[  ] 

I  )

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a  " L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T "  

r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  t o

[  ]  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E

C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  
D O  P A S S

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  
O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

L s  x? / ?

• /
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S E N A T E  A M E N D M E N T

By _  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

S E N A T E  B I L L  N o ,  

H O U S E  B I L L  N o ,

SCR 37

P a g e : 1 L i n e :  10

A D D ,  " a n d  u n r e p o r t a d "  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " r e p o r t e d '

Pg 1, Line 1G

ULLRTL "June"

A D D ,  " M a y "  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " o f
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