


BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

POUCH C (MS 0200) 
JUHEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: (907) 465-2200

M a r c h  23, 1983

The H o n o r a b l e  Vic Fischer 
P o u c h  V, M/.c 3ICO 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear S e n ator Fischer:

I u n d e r s t a n d  that you have Senate Bill 33 and Senate Bill 
34 u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in the S e nate State A f fairs Committee. 
These bills b o t h  speak to e s t a b l i s h i n g  the w o r k i n g  hours of 
state e m p l oyees in Juneau.

There is c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t a t u t o r y  p r e c e d e n t  to s h o w  that the 
E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  of State G o v e r n m e n t  has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 
setting w o r k  hoursf a l t h o u g h  we w o u l d  be p l e a s e d  to take the 
Legislature’s w i s h e s  u n d e r  advisement.

The three p r i m a r y  refere n c e s  are the Alaska State C o n­
stitution, the State P e r s o n n e l  Act and the Public Employ m e n t  
Relations Act (PERA).

A r t i c l e  III of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of A l a s k a  e stablishes 
the power of the Executive.

AS ';9.25.150 (17) says that the P e r s onnel Rules shall 
provide for h o u r s  of w o r k  for all e m p l oyees in the State 
service. Then the State Personnel Rules (Rule 7) address 
hours for State Employees.

Under the terms of P E R A  (AS 23.40.070-260), which 
establ i s h e s  the scope of collec t i v e  bargaining, the 
defini t i o n s  s e ction states that "terms and conditions of 
employment" mean the hours of employment.

Col]ec t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  agreem e n t s  for most b a r g a i n i n g  units 
n e g o t i a t e d  under the a u t h o r i t y  of the Public E m p l o y m e n t  Relations 
A c t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e  that m a n a g e m e n t  has retained the right 
to set e m p l o y e e s ’w o r k i n g  hours.

Please feel free to c o n tact me for any further b a c k g r o u n d  
inform a t i o n  on this question.

Sincerely,

C o m m i s s i o n e r
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