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For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act es tab l ish ing 'Bob B a r t l e t t  Day' on Apri l
20 o f  each yea r . "
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

^Section 1. AS 44 .12 is  amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44 .12 .055 .  BOB BARTLETT DAY. Apri l 20 is  designated Bob 
B a r t l e t t  Day to honor U.S. Senator E.L. "Bob" B a r t l e t t ,  " a rch i te c t  o f  
Alaska Statehood", f o r  a l i f e t im e  o f  public serv ice to Alaska and the 
nat ion . Undefeated in 21 t e r r i t o r i a l  and s ta te  e l e c t i o n s ,  Bob B a r t l e t t  
saw over 200 personal b i l l s  dea ling with Alaska's most c ruc ia l  problems 
become law in the U.S. Congress. Throughout his public l i f e ,  Bob 
B a r t l e t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  strength at home and in Congress was basic decency, 
human compassion, and personal modesty. Bob C a r t l e t t  Day may be 
observed by su i tab le  observances and exerc ises by c iv ic  groups and the 
public .



MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:
DATE*
SUBJ:

Please f i n a l i z e  the b i l l  f o r  "Bob B a r t l e t t  Day" using the attached 
language changes.
Also , please change the t i t l e  o f  the "Ernest Gruening Day" b i l l  to the 
fo l lowing wording:

"An Act es tab l ish ing  'Ernest H. Gruening Day' on February 6 o f  each 
ye a r . "
I f  you have any quest ions , please give Ginger Baim in the o f f i c e  a c a l l .  
Thank you.

Linn Asper, Attorney 
LAA Dra ft ing
Senator Vic Fischj!
June 7 ,  1983
B a r t l e t t  & Gruening B i l l s

SWISS



For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act es tab l ish ing Bob B a r t l e t t  Day on Apri l 20
o f  each year .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*Section 1. AS 44 .12 is  amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44 .12 .055 .  BOB BARTLETT DAY. Apri l 20 is  designated Bob 
B a r t l e t t  Day to honor U.S. Senator E.L. "Bob" B a r t l e t t ,  "a rch i tec t  o f  
Alaksa Statehood", f o r  a l i f e t im e  o f  public se rv ice to Alaska nad the nation. 
Undefeated in 21 t e r r i t o r i a l  and sta te e l e c t ion s ,  Bob B a r t l e t t  saw over 
200 personal b i l l s  dealing with Alaska's most cruc ia l  problems become 
law in the U.S. Congress. Throughout his public l i f e ,  Bob B a r t l e t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
strength at home and in Congress was basic decency, human compassion, and 
personal modesty. Bob B a r t l e t t  day may be observed by su i tab le  observances and 
exercises by c iv ic  groups and the public.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

k S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.12 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. b b . 12.055. BOB B A R T L E T T  DAY. A p r i l  20 is de sign a t e d  Bob 

B a r t l e t t  Day to h o n o r  the A r c h i t e c t  of A l a s k a  Statehood, E.L. "Bob" 

Bartlett, for a l i f etim e of p u blic s e r v i c e  to Alaska and the nation. 

U n d e f e a t e d  in 21 t e r r i t o r i a l  and state elections, Bob Bartlett's 

p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h  at heme and in C o n g r e s s  was b asic decency, h u man 

compassion, and p e r s o n a l  modesty. Bob B a r t l e t t  Day may be o b s e r v e d  by 

su i ta ble o b s e r v a n c e s  and e x e r c i s e s  by civic groups and the public.
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Statehood  was j u s t  the b e g i n n i n g , The i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  rate  ,  the

ERADICATION AF TV AND^X EAR DISEASE, THE POVERTY OF ALASKA'S
Na t v i e  p o p u l a t io n ,  the h ig h  rate  of unemployment ,  and the

VULNERABILITY OF ALASKA'S DEFENSES WERE THE NEW BATTLES TO BE
f o u g h t ,  f r o m :  E . L .  Bob B a r t l e t t ' s  S t a t l i e D e d j c i e l l o n

I i i_m w -e -f lrF T c i,,G o r i 2 ^ ^  On t e n  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s
FHEY REELECTED HIM WITH AS MUCH AS 8 1  PERCENT OF THE VOTE,

/ R are i n d e e d  i s  a Man or woman who i s  ca lled  f r ;iend  by  a l l , and

) WHO PASSED T H I S  WAY:  " A hO SERV ICE  I S  NOT S E L F - B E R V I N G j  WHOSE 

DED ICAT ION SEEKS NO PERSONAL GLORY,

A GGOD MAN, A N ICE  MAN, CAN F I N I S H  F I R S T  AND BOB BARTLETT D I D  

JUST  THAT,

Quotes  from Warren  D, Magn usso n , U .S .  Senator from Wa h in g t o n .

Du r in g  h i s  1A ye a r s  ®n the  U . S .  h o u s e , more than 2 0 0  of h i s  b i l l s

BECAME LAW, A RECORD ST ILL  UNCHALLANGEB, /\M0NG TME B ILLS  HE MASSED

w e re :  The a l a s k a  M en taUhea l th  A c t ,  The A l a s k  Hous ing  A c t ,  The A la s k ^  
\  P u b l i c  w o rks  a c t ,  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  A r i p o r t s  in  Ancho rage and 
F a i r b a n k s ,  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e o p y s i c a l  i n s t i t u t e  in  F a i r b a n k s ,  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  E k l u t n a  Hybro E l e c t r i c  P r o j e c t ,  S n e t i s h am  p r o j e c t ,  
E n t r a n c e  o f  P u lp  m i l l s  in  A l a s k a ,  S p e c i a l  H e a l t h  p rog rams f o r  A l a s k a ,  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  f o  H o s p i t a l s  and many n a v a l  n a v i c a t i o n  p r o j e c i s ,



Ma s s i v e  Ea r t h - quake  a ssa sta n c e  p r o j e c t s  and /M^V/many o t h e r s ,

When anyone Asked a c e r t a i n  v e t e r n a n  o f  t h e  House o f  Reps ,  
how A la s k a  a c h e i v e d  S t a t e h o o d ,  T h a t  man a lw a y s  r e p l i e d , M i !
" I  CAN TELL  YOU IN TWO WORDS7 BOB B A R T L E T T . "  THAT MAN WAS 

LATE BPEAKER OF THE HOUSE ,  SAM RAYBURN OF TEXAS ,

D i e d  De c , 1 1  1 9 6 8  

Quote  from Bob Ba r t l e t t :

" I  love  Al a s k a , My attacment  for i t , my concern  for i t , i s  so

DEEPLY IMBEDDED THAT I T  I T S  A VERY H i  PART OF ME, THERE I HAVE 

GROWN, S T U D I E D ,  MARR IED ,  AND WORKED. I HAVE TO I L ED  IN HER B E A U T I F U L ,  

NATURAL SETT ING AS A GOLD MINER ,  I HAVE H LEARNED THE L I F E  OF 

HER TOWNS AS A REPORTER ,  I HAVE MET HER PEOPLE AS AN APPOINTED 

ADMIN I STRATOR/  AND AGAIN AS DELEGATE AND SENATOR,  As YEARS P I L E  

UPON YEARS ,  THERE I S  A GREATBR PERSONAL IN S I S TEN C E  IN DRAWING UPON

M M iiti/  memory 's  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e .  "
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Senator Vic Fischer
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • (907) 465-4954

MEMORANDUM

Please d r a f t  two separate b i l l s ,  r e f l e c t in g  my sponsorship, designating 
the bir thdays o f  E.L. "Bob" B a r t l e t t  and Ernest Gruening as ho l idays ,  
modeled a f t e r  the Martin Luther King Day sta tute (a t tached ) .

TO:
FROM
DATE
SUBJ

Drafing
Senator Vic Fi 
May 26, 1983 
Dra ft ing Request

Section 1 AS 44 .12 is  amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 44 .12____  BOB BARTLETT DAY. Apri l  20 is  designated Bob

B a r t l e t t  Day to honor the Architect o f  Alaska Statehood, E.L. "Bob" 
B a r t l e t t  f o r  his l i f e t im e  o f  public serv ice to Alaska and the Nation. 
Never defeated in 21 t e r r i t o r i a l  and sta te  e lec t ion  b ids , Bob B a r t l e t t ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  strength at home and in the Congress was his basic decency, 
his human compassion, and his personal modesty. Bob B a r t l e t t  Day may be 
observed by su i tab le  observances and exercises by c iv ic  groups and the 
pub l ic .

Section 1 AS 44 .12 is  amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 44.12 ERNEST GRUENING DAY. February 6 is  designated

Ernest H. Gruening Day to honor doctor ,  e d i t o r ,  and statesman, Ernest H. 
Gruening f o r  his l i f e t im e  o f  se rv ice to the t e r r i t o r y  and s ta te  o f  
Alaska and the Nation. Best known as the fa the r  o f  Alaska Statehood, 
Ernest Gruening fought to p rotect and wise ly  use Alaska's abundant 
natura l resources and bring Alaska into f u l l  partnership with the United 
States while winning national acclaim as an ardent f i g h t e r  f o r  the 
r igh ts  o f  the indiv idual and f o r  his e f f o r t s  toward strengthening world 
peace. Ernest Gruening Day may be observed by su i tab le  observances and 
exercises by c iv ic  groups and the public .
Please fe e l  f r e e  to  contact me, o r  Ginger Elaim o f  my s t a f f ,  i f  you have 
any questions.
Thanks.



E.L. "Bob" B a r t l e t t

(1904-1964)

"Architect o f  Statehood" is  on Bob B a r t l e t t ' s  statue in
the National Cap i to l .  Miner, newspaperman, Secretary o f  Alaska, 
Delegate to Congress, United States Senator, B a r t l e t t  worked t i r e l e s s l y  
fourteen years f o r  Alaska Statehood, ^■u.andur ing -wefflerHrr.. Bob' s 
p o l i t i c a l  strength at home, and in the Congress, was his basic decency,

t e r r i t o r i a l  and state e lec t ion  bids ,  he t r u l y  was Alaska's most beloved 
p o l i t i c a l  f igu re .

his human compassion, his personal modesty. Never defeated



SENATE

6/9/83 FURTHER

Date / -  / /
Mr. P r e s i d e n t :  
The Committee on Static Affairs has had SB 311

istablishing ’F.rneat II. G r u ening Day* on February 6 of each year

under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  c om m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c om m i t t e e )  
r e p o r t s  i t  back w i th  the  f o l l o w i n g  r e commenda t ion s :
[ ] 
[ ] 
[ J

[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ]

do pass [ ] do n o t  pass
do pass w i th  a t t a c h e d  amendments ( s )
r e p l a c e  w i th  CS f o r  ________ .>1-- 1 i______________
and recommends

[ ] same t i t l e
[ ] new t i t l e

AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] New F i s c a l  Note
r e p o r t s  i t  back w i t h o u t  recommendat ion  
r e f e r r e d  to  the Commi t 'jee

MEMBERS SIGNfNG 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

// a-T- 7

CHAIRMAN



AH ACT
Designating January  15 o f  each yea r as "M a rtin  Lu th e r King 
Day".

* Section 1 . AS 4 4 .1 2  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t io n  to  read i
Sec. 4 4 .1 2 .0 4 5 . MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY. January 15 i s  designated 

Martin Luther King Day to  honor D r. M artin  Lu th e r K ing , J r . ,  f o r  h is  
t i r e le s s  e f f o r t s  and d evo tio n  in  the advancement o f  J u s t ic e , e q u a lity  
and human d ig n ity  o f  a l l  p eop le . M artin  Lu ther K ing Day may be observed 
by su ita b le  observances and e x e rc is e s  by c iv ic  groups and the p u b lic .

SB 604



Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4954Official Business

COMMITTEE REPORT

January 17, 1983 
3:00pm

Butrovich room 
Capitol Building

Members Present:
Senator Vic Fischer , Chair 
Senator Pat Rodey 
Senator Tim Ke l ly  
Senator A r l i s s  Sturgulewski 
Senator B i l l  Ray
The meeting was ca l led  to order at 3:05pm

SB 353 P res ident ia l  primary

Lieutenant Governor Stephen McAlpine reviewed th is  and other b i l l s  
repeal ing the p res ident ia l  primary e lec t ion .  He out l ined a number o f  
reasons why the primary e lec t ion  should be repealed. He gave reasons 
why sect ion 2 o f  the b i l l  should be dele ted. The Lieutenant Governor 
suggested that one o f  those reasons was the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  section 2 
inv i t ing  a law su i t .
Senator Vic Fischer asked what would happen to the remaining funds that 
had been appropriated to hold the e lec t ion .
Lt. Governor Stephen McAlpine said they would probably lapse into the 
general fund".
Senator Ray stated that he supports the idea o f  a p res ident ia l  primary, 
but that some voters must change th e i r  party a f f i l i a t i o n  which makes the 
e lec t ion  undesirable .
Lieutenant Governor McAlpine re la ted some o f  the problems concerning 
b a l l o t  secrecy and the e lec t ion .  He said that many voters w i l l  f o r f e i t  
t h e i r  b a l l o t  secrecy because t h e i r  party w i l l  have only one candidate.
Senator Vic Fischer expressed his concern that the sta te is  giving the 
public the r igh t  to vote in the primary and then taking away that r igh t .
Senator Ray moved that a new section be added to lapse any unexpended 
moneys to the yeneral fund.



Senator Vic Fischer said that without any ob ject ion the new section 
would replace sect ion 2 o f  the o r ig ina l  b i l l .
Senator Tim Ke l ly  re la ted  his disappointment tha t  Alaska w i l l  mot have a 
primary.
The b i l l  was moved out o f  committee as amended.

SB 341 S tatu to ry re ferences to the time zone

Mirt Charney, D i rec to r  o f  the Leg is la t ive  A f f a i r s  Agency, reviewed the 
b i l l . He said SB 341 was a housedeaning b i l l  bringing the statutes up 
to date by replacing Pac i f ic  with Alaska standard time zone.
Senator B i l l  Ray made a motion to move the b i l l  out o f  committee with 
indiv idual recommendations.
The b i l l  was moved out o f  committee.

SB 310, SB 311 es tab l ish ing Bob B a r t l e t t  and Earnest Gruening Clay

Senator Vic Fischer gave a b r i e f  statement on these b i l l s .
Senator Sturgulewski moved to delete sentence 2 and 3 from SB 311.
The 3rd sentence was a lso  deleted from SB 310.
Committee subst i tu tes f o r  these two b i l l s  were moved out o f  committee 
with indiv idual recommendations.

SCR 32 World Food Day

Senator Vic Fischer gave a b r i e f  statement on th is  reso lu t ion .
Senator Tim K e l ly  made a motion to include "be encouraged to" between
s ta te  and pa r t ic ipa te  on pg. 2, l in e  1.
A committee subst i tu te was adopted making the changes above.
Senator Pat Rodey made a motion to move the reso lu t ion  out o f  committee.
The reso lu t ion  was moved out o f  committee.
The meeting was adjourned a t  4:05



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

January 16, 1984

The Honorable Victor Fischer 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  Se F i s c h e r :

I support the passage of SB 310-establishing Bob Bartlett 
Day on.April 20 of each year and SB 311-establishing Ernest 
H. Cruening Day on February 6 of each year.

These two Alaskans were instrumental in Alaska's pursuit of 
statehood and I would be pleased to sign legislation 
setting aside a day to honor Bob Bartlett and Ernest 
Gruening.

Sincerely,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r



2 / 3 / 8 4

VF from ST

Ernest Gruening day is up on the floor on thursday.
The Senate State Affairs Committee substitute deletes the 
"H." from his name, and deletes some of the flowery language 
present in the original bill.

There is no fiscal impact as this would not create a 
state holiday.

The Governor endorsed this legislation.

Every member of the committee signed the bill "do pass."



Referred: State Affairs

1 IN THE SENATE BY V . F I S C H E R

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 311

3 " IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 THIRTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  • FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing ’Ernest H. Gruening D a y 1 on

7 February 6 of each year."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE T  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44.12 is amended by adding a n ew section to read:

10 Sec. 44.12.050. ERNEST GRUENING DAY. Ernest H. Gruening Day is

11 established on February 6 of each yea r  to honor doctor, editor, and

12 statesman, Ernest H. Gruening for a lifetime of service to the terri-

13 tory and state of A laska and the nation. Best known as the father of

14 Alaska Statehood, Ernest G r u e n ing fought to protect_ and w i s e l y use

15 Alaska's natural resources, while winning national acclaim as an

16 aracnt fighter for the rights of the individual and for efforts toward

17 strengthening world peace. Ernest Gruening Day may be observed by

18 suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.

-1- SB 311



6/ 9/83SB 311 SENATE JOURNAL - PAGE 1249- 3

SENATE BILL NO. 311 by Senator Uic Fischer, entitled:

"An Act establishing * Ernest H. Gruening 
Day* on February 6 of' each year."

was read the first time and referred to the State Affairs 
Comm i t tee.

SB 311 SENATE JOURNAL PAGE 1788- 3 1/18/84

'ihe State Affairs Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 311
(establishing * Ernest H. Gruening Bay* on February 6 of each
year) and recommended it be replaced with

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 311 <SA)

.and do pass. The report was signed by Senator Uic Fischer,
Chairman and concurred in by Senators Kelly SturguIewski, 
Rodey and Ray.

SENATE BILL NO. 311 was referred to the Ru.es Committee.



Introduced: 6/9/83
Referred: State Affairs

SB 311

1 IN THE SENATE /  BY V . F I S C H E R

2 SENATE BIL L  NO. 311

3 “ IN THE LEGISIATURE OF THE STA?fc OF A L A S K A

4 THIRTEENTH LE G I S L A T U R E  -/FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILI

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act e s t ablishing 'Ernest Gruening D a y 1 on

7 February 6 o f / each year." /

8 BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE/OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1- AS 44.12 is ^mended by adding a n ew section to read:

Sec. 44.12.050. f&NEST GRUENING DAY. Ernest H. Gruening Day is

e s t a b lished on February 6 of each y e a r  to honor doctor, editor, and 

statesman, Ernest(~ty/ Gruening for a lifetime of service to the t e r r i­

tory and state of Alaska and the nation# kno

A l a s k a  Statehood, Ernest Grue n i n g  fought to protect  ̂

A l a ska's natural resources, while w i n n i n g  natione./

father of 

w i s e l y  use 

as an

ardent fighter for the rights of the individual anL tor efforts toward

n  X
s t r e ngthening world p e a c e j  Ernest Gruening Day may be observed by

suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.



Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, Chair • Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4954

I

MEMORANDUM '

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee
.

FROM: Senate State Affairs Committee Staff

RE: SB 311 Ernest H. Gruening Day

DATE: January 17, 1983

This legislation would establish February 6th each year as 'Earnest H.

Gruening Day.' This legislation does not create a state holiday.

There is no fiscal impact.

Enclosed as back-up is a letter of endorsement from the Governor.



S t  A T  33 O F  A x .  A S  K A
□ F F I G 5  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

January 16, 1984

The H o n o r a b l e  V ict or Fischer 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l i s k a  99811

Dear Se Fischer:

I s u pport the "?ssage of SB 310-esta blishing Bob Bartlett 
Day on April < ,<f each year and SB 311-establi shing Ernest
H. Gruening Da,, m February 6 of each year.

T hese two Alaskans were instrumental in Alask a's pursuit of 
stateh ood and I would be pleased to sign legislation 
setting aside a day to honor Bob B a r t l e t t  and Ernest 
G r u e n i n g .

Si ^.cerely

Bill Sheffield 
G overnor



State Affairs
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Official Business (907) 465-4954

COMMITTEE REPORT

January 17, 1983 Butrovich room
3:00pm Capitol Building

Members Present:

Senator Vic Fischer, Chair 
Senator Pat Rodey 
Senator Tim Kelly 
Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 

Senator Bill Ray

The meeting was called to order at 3:05pm

%

SB 353 Presidential primary

Lieutenant Governor Stephen McAlpine reviewed this and other bills 

repealing the presidential primary election. He outlined a number of 
reasons why the primary election should be repealed. He gave reasons 
why section 2 of the bill should be deleted. The Lieutenant Governor 
suggested that one of those reasons was the possibility of section 2 
inviting a law suit.

Senator Vic Fischer asked what would happen to the remaining funds that 
had been appropriated to hold the election.

Lt. Governor Stephen McAlpine said they would probably lapse into the 
general fund.

Senator Ray stated that he supports the idea of a presidential primary, 

but that some voters must change their party affiliation which makes the 
elec 'on undesirable.

Lieutei int Governor McAlpine related some of the problems concerning 
balloVsicrecy and the election. He said that many voters will forfeit 
their ballot secrecy because their party will have only one candidate.

Senator Vic Fischer expressed his concern that the state is giving the 
public the right to vote in the primary and then taking away that right.

Sc-nator Ray moved that a new section be added to lapse any unexpended 

moneys to the general fund.

s A'.vaaa
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Senator Vic Fischer said 
would replace section 2

Senator Tim Kelly related his disappointment that Alaska will not have a 

primary.

The bill was moved out of committee as amended.

SB 341 Statutory references to the time zone

Mirt Charney, Director of the Legislative Affairs Agency, reviewed the 
biVI. He said SB 341 was a housecleaning bill bringing the statutes up 
to date by replacing Pacific with Alaska standard time zone.

Senator Bill Ray made a motion to move the bill out of committee with 
individual recoinnendations.

The bill was moved out of committee.

SB 310, SB 311 establishing Bob Bartlett and Earnest Gruening Day

Senator Vic Fischer gave a brief statement on these bills.

Senator Sturgulewski moved to delete sentence 2 and 3 from 'B 311.

The 3rd sentence was also deleted from SB 310.

Committee substitutes for these two bills were moved out of committee 
with individual recommendations.

SCR 32 World Food Day

Senator Vic Fischer gave a brief statement on this resolution.

Senator Tim Kelly made a motion to include "be encouraged to" between
state and participate on pg. 2, line 1.

A committee substitute was adopted making the changes above.

Senator Pat Rodey made a motion to move the resolution out of committee.

The resolution was moved out of committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:05



I appreciate your invitation to comment on S.B. 310 and S.B. 311. Unable 
to appear personally before your Canmittee today, I offer the following:

It is appropriate that those two nan- Bob Bartlett and Ernest Qruening, 

be honored at the same time and in the same way by the Alaska legislature .

They were political contemporaries for 29 years during a period of in­

credible change for Alaska, change which they shaped and influenced in great 

measure.

They were strikingly different man - in background, in personality, in 

style, and in their effect on people. That they coincided in time, in chance 

caibination, sharing similar goals for Alaska yet differing profoundly while 

working together, was a m o d e m  phenomenon.

In history's perspective they complemented each other; yet neither may 

have fancied that conclusion. Their differences would have seemed irrecon- 

cileable in lesser men. To the credit of each neither went public with those 

differences, each aware that Statehood's cause would suffer were that to happen. 

Indeed, Statehood's formidable foes sought, and would have liked nothing better 

than, to divide them and the unity they represented.

Each was his own man, individual and independent, and each in his own 

way made an incalculable contribution to Statehood's attainment. They operated 

so differently that today, with time's passage, it would be difficult to say 

that Statehood could have been achieved when it was but for the inpact of each 

on Alaska and the Nation. Sam Rayburn spoke indirectly to that; but he spoke 

from his own experience in his cwn context •=• and in that context he was correct. 

In fairness, however, he hadn't observed so intimately the full range of the 

years' long effort that lexi to Statehood.

This body will honor itself in honoring those two men in the way 

proposed in the bills under consideration.
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