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Official Business (907) 465-4954

COMMITTEE REPORT

January 17, 1983 
3:00pm

Butrovich room 
Capitol Building

Members Present:
Senator Vic Fi-crier,  Chair 
Senator Pat Rodey 
Senator Tim Ke l ly  
Senator A r l i s s  Sturgulewski 
Senator B i l l  Ray
The meeting was ca l led  to order at 3:05pm

SB 353 P res ident ia l  primary

Lieutena.it Governor Stephen McAlpine reviewed th is  and other b i l l s  
repeal ; , ig the p res ident ia l  primary e lec t ion .  He out l ined a number o f  
reasons why the primary e lec t ion  should be repealed. He gave reasons 
why sect ion 2 o f  the b i l l  should be dele ted. The Lieutenant Governor 
suggested that one o f  those reasons wa-. the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  section 2 
inv i t ing  a law su i t .
Senator Vic Fischer asked what would happen to the remaining funds that 
had been appropriated to hold the e lec t ion .
Lt. Governor Stephen McAlpine said they would probably lapse into the 
general fund.
Senator Ray stated that he supports the idea o f  a p res ident ia l  primary, 
but that some voters must change th e i r  party a f f i l i a t i o n  which makes the 
e lec t ion  undesirable.
Lieutenant Governor McAlpine re la ted some o f  the problems concerning 
b a l l o t  secrecy and the e lec t ion .  He said that many voters w i l l  f o r f e i t  
t h e i r  b a l l o t  secrecy because t h e i r  party w i l l  have only one candidate.
Senator Vic Fischer expressed his concern that the s ta te is  giving the 
public the r igh t  to vote in the primary and then taking away that r igh t .
Senator Pay moved that a new section be added to lapse any unexpended 
moneys to the general fund.
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Senator Vic Fischer said that without any ob ject ion the new section 
would replace sect ion 2 o f  the o r ig ina l  b i l l .
Senator Tim Ke l ly  re la ted  his disappointment that Alaska w i l l  not have a 
primary.
The b i l l  was moved out o f  committee as amended.

SB 341 S tatu to ry re ferences to the time zone

Mirt Charney, D i rec to r  o f  the Leg is la t ive  A f fa i r s  Agency, reviewed the 
b i l l . He said SB 341 was a housecleaning b i l l  bringing the statutes up 
to date by replacing Pac i f ic  with Alaska standard time zone.
Senator B i l l  Ray made a motion to move the b i l l  out o f  committee with 
individual recommendations.
The b i l l  was moved out o f  committee.

SB 310, SB 311 es tab l ish ing Bob B a r t l e t t  and Earnest Gruening Day

Senator Vic Fischer gave a b r i e f  statement on these b : 11s .
Senator Sturgulewski moved to delete sentence 2 and 3 from SB 311.
The 3rd sentence was a lso  deleted from SB 310.
Committee subst i tu tes f o r  these two b i l l s  were moved out o f  committee 
with individual recommendations.

SCR 32 World Food Day

Senator Vic Fischer gave a b r i e f  statement on th is  re so lu t ion .
Senator Tim K e l ly  made a motion to include "be encouraged to" between
sta te and pa r t ic ipa te  on pg. 2,  l i n e  1.
A committee subst i tu te was adopted making the changes above.
Senator Pat Rodey made a motion to move the reso lu t ion out o f  committee.
The reso lu t ion  was moved out o f  committee.
The meeting was adjourned at 4 :05



Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, Chair • Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4954Official Business

MEMORANDUM

TO: oenate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Senate State Affairs Committee Staff

RE: SB 310, Bob Bartlett Day

DATE: January 17, 1983

This legislation would establish April 20th each year as ‘Bob 

Bartlett Day.' It does not make April 20th a state holiday.

Enclosed as back-up is a letter of endorsement from the Governor.



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J U X R A U

January 16, 1984

\\

The Honorable Victor Fischer 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  S e F i s c h e r :

I support the passage of SB 310-establishing Bob Bartlett 
Day on April 20 of each year and SB 311-establishing Ernest 
H. Gruening Day on February 6 of each year.

These two Alaskans were instrumental in Alaska's pursuit of 
statehood and I would be pleased to sign legislation 
setting aside a day to honor Bob Bartlett and Ernest 
Gruening.

Sincerely

Bill Sheffield
Governor



Official Business

Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, Chairman • 1024 W. 6th Ave., Suite 204 C, 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 278-3654

Governor Bill Sheffield Oct. 3, 1983

Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor Sheffield;

Currently in ’•he Senate Su'ite Affairs Committee which I chair are SB 310- 

establishing April 20 as Bob Bartlett day, and SB 311—  creating Ernest 

Gruening day on February 6. I would appreciate your support and written 

endorsement on these two bills to lC'iH.tate their movement during the 
opening days of the upcoming session.

Recognition of these two statespersons will create an atmosphere of 

democratic unity while honoring two of the most well known Alaskan public 
serv a n t s .

Thanks as usual for your time and attention.
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I appreciate your invitation to comment on S.B. 310 and S.B. 311. Unable 
to appear personally before your Committee today, I offer the following:

It is appropriate that those two men, Bob Bartlett and Ernest Gruening, 

be honored, at the same time and in the same way by the Alaska Legislature .

They were political contemporaries for 29 years during a period of in­

credible change for Alaska, change which they shaped and influenced in great 

measure.

They were strikingly different men - in background, in personality, in 

style, and in their effect on people. That they coincided in time, in chance 

combination, sharing similar goals for Alaska yet differing profoundly while 

working together, was a modem phenomenon.

In history's perspective they complemented each other; yet neither may 

have fancied that conclusion. Their differences would have seemed irrecon- 

cileable in lesser men. To the credit of each neither went public with those 

differences, e-ch aware that Statehood's cause would suffer were that tc happen. 

Indeed, State’ lood's formidable foes sought, and would have liked nothing better 

than, to divide their: and the unity they represented.

Each was his own nan, individual and independent, and each in his own 

way made an incalculable contribution to Statehood's attainment. They operated 

so differently that today, with time's passage, it would be difficult to say 

that Statehood could have been achieved when it was but for the inpact of each 

on AlcvKd and the Nation. Sam Rayburn spoke indirectly to that; but he spoke 

fro"i yds own experience in his own context - and in that context he was correct. 

In fedmess, however, he hadn't observed so intimately the full range of the 

years' long effort that led to Statehood.

This body will honor itself in honoring those two men in the way 

proposed in the bilJc under consideration.



Introduced: 6/9/83
Referred: State Affairs

1 I., THE SENATE ' BY V . F I S C H E K

2 SENATE BILL NO. 310

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing ’Bob B a r n e t t  D a y 1 on April 20

7 of each year."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44.12 is amended by 3dding a new section to read:

10 Sec. 44.12.055. BOB BARTLETT DAY. Bob B a r t’.ett Day is

11 established on April 20 of each year to honor E.L. "Bob" Bartlett, the

12 "architect of Alrska statehood", for a lifetime of public service to

13 A l a s k a  and the nation. j^Undefeated\ in 2/1 territorial and state

14 elections, Bob Bartlett sponsored more, / h a n  200 bills that were

15 enacted into law; a record that r e m a i n s y i m c h a l l e n g e d  in the U n i t e d

16 States Congress. Bob Bartlett's p o l i t i c a l \ t r e n g t h  at home and in

17 Congress was basic decency, human compassion,\ and personal m o d e s t y ^ j

18 Bob Bartiott Day may be observed by suitable observances and exercises

19 by civic groups and the public.

-1- SB 310



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

Ju S  E A U

! y
January 16, 1984

The Honorable Victor Fischer 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senj^6’#-/tiscner:

I support the passage of SB 310-estab.lishing Bob Bartlett 
Day on.April 20 of each year and SB 311-establishing Ernest 
H. Gruening Day on February 6 of each year.

These two Alaskans were instrumental in Alaska's pursuit of 
statehood and I would be pleased to sign legislation 
setting aside a day to honor Bob Bartlett and Ernest 
Gruening.

Sincerely,

Bill Sheffield
Governor



I appreciate your invitation to ccaiment on S.B. 310 and S.B. 311. Unable 
to appear personally before your Ccsrmittee today, I offer the following:

It is appropriate that those two men, Bob Bartlett and Ernest Gruening, 

be honored at the savne time and in the sane way by the Alaska Legislature .

They were political contemporaries for 29 years during a period of in­

credible change for Alaska, change wliich they shaped and influenced in great 

measure.

They were strikingly different men - in background, in personality, in 

style, and in their effect on people. That they coincided in time, in chance 

combination, sharing similar goals for Alaska yet differing profoundly while 

working together, was a modem phenomenon.

In history's perspective they complemented each other; yet neither may 

have fancied that conclusion. Their differences would have seemed irrecon- 

cileable in lesser men. To the credit of each neither went public with those 

differences, each aware that Statehood's cause would suffer were that to happen. 

Indeed, Statehood's formidable foes sought, and would have liked nothing better 

than, to divide them and the unity they represented.

Each was his cwn man, individual and independent, and each in his cwn 

way made an incalculable contribution to Statehood' s attainment. They operated 

so differently that today, with time's passage, it would be difficult to say 

that Statehood could have been achieved when it was but for the impact of each 

on Alaska and the Nation. Sam Rayburn spoke indirectly to that; but he spoke 

from his own experience in his own context - and in that context he was correct. 

In fairness, however, he hadn't observed so intimately the full range of the 

years' long effort that led to Statehood.

This body will honor itself in honoring those two men in the way 

proposed in the bills under consideration-.



Vic Fis'-I.er, Chair • Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4954

Senate Committee on State Affairs

jial Business

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Senate State Affairs Committee Staff

RE: SB 310, Bob Bartlett Day

DATE: January 17, 1983

This legislation would establish April 20th each year as 'Bob 

Bartlett Day.' It does not make April 20tii a state holiday.

Enclosed as back-up is a letter of endorsement from the Governor.
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