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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
SENATOR VIC FISCHER, CHAIRMAN

POUCH V, JUNEAU 99811
(907) 465-4954

A pril 5 , 1983 
3:00pm

Butrovich Room 
Capitol Bldg.

Members Present

Senator V ic F is c h e r ,  Chair 
Senator Tim K e l ly  
Senator A r l i s  Sturgulewski 
Senator Pat Rodey

SB 27—T o ll free  telephone c a l l s

Held over pending House State A f fa i r s  Committee action on new proposal.

SB 115— Ind iv idual r igh ts  #of po lice  o f f ic e r s

Senator Rodey (prime sponsor) explained the provis ions of the b i l l .  He 
said that po lice  o f f ic e r s  support the b i l l  but that po lice  ch ie fs  oppose 
i t .

Chief Joe C ira u lo , Juneau Po lice Department (a lso  representings other 
po lice  ch ie fs  in  S .E .  Alaska) spoke against the b i l l .  He f e l t  that 
having a representative of an o ff ice rp resen t at each stage of a 
d is c ip l in a r y  hearing was unnecessary. He a lso  opposed having to get a 
search warrant to search an o f f i c e r ' s  lo cker .

Senator Rodey said that management p o l ic ie s  which address some of these 
problems can change over time. This b i l l  o f fe rs  uniform r ig h ts  fo r a l l  
o f f i c e r s .

Senator Sturgulewski asked i f  th is  b i l l  would change present p o l ic ie s  
regarding d is c ip l in a ry  in ve s t ig a t io n s . Chief C irau lo  answered "yes" .

Senator K e l ly  asked i f  th is  b i l l  would apply to only local police 
departments. Senator Rodey responded that the b i l l  would apply to a l l  
peace o f f ic e r s  in the s ta te .



Senator F isch e r stated that th is  b i l l  requires a w ritten  complaint 
pursuant to a d is c ip l in a ry  action and asked i f  that i s  current p ractice  
in  the Junsau Po lice Department. Chief C irau lo  said that he thought so.

John S tru tko , an Anchorage po lice  o f f i c e r ,  spoke in favor of the b i l l .
He f e l t  that i t  was a good management tool and that o f f ic e r s  should not 
have to give up th e i r  c i v i l  r ig h ts  when they put. on a badge.

Senator K e l ly  asked i f  there was anything in  th is  b i l l  which i s  not 
a lready covered in the negotiated contract with the Anchorage Po lice 
Department. Mr. Strutko stated that the provis ions prohib iting 
invo luntary  polygraph te s ts  were not in the contract .

Richard Ross, Kenai Po lice  C h ie f ,  spoke against the b i l l .  He f e l t  i t  
would be a s ta tu to ry  in terfe rence  with h is  municipal personnel system.
He f e l t  t h is  system works w e l l .  He saw some merit to the polygraph 
p rov is ions .

Senator F isch e r asked i f  po lice  o f f ic e r s  have f u l l  f i f t h  amendment 
r igh ts  under the present syste.n. Mr. Ross answered "yes" . Senator 
F ischer then asked i f  o f f ic e r s  would lose th e i r  jobs fo r  refusing to 
answer questions re la t in g  to a d is c ip l in a r y  in ve s t ig a t io n . Mr. Ross 
said "no".

Ed M artin , Kodiak Chief of P o l ic e ,  spoke against the b i l l .  He said that 
most of the procedures in th is  biVi are now coveied in  current sta te  and 
federal s ta tu to ry  and co n st itu t io n a l law as well as mo'.t personnel 
systems.

Hoi 1i Ploog, Attorney fo r  the Anchorage Po lice  O ff ice rs  A ssociat ion , 
spoke fo r  the b i l l .  She stated that current laws l im it in g  polygraph 
te s ts  exempt police o f f i c e r * .  She favors the use of a polygraph exam 
as a h ir in g  tool but opposes i t s  use as an invest ig a to ry  tool during 
employment. She said that locker searches without permission were 
probably u n co nstitu t io na l. She said that the Fairbanks Po lice O ff ice rs  
Association a lso  supports th is  b i l l  as do many o f f ic e r s  in other 
departments.

Brian Porter ,  Anchorage Po lice  C h ie f ,  spoke against the b i l l .  He said 
that the b iT l i s  a specia l in te re s t  of the Anchorage Po lice  O ff ice rs  
Association but is  not supported by other po lice  organ izations. He f e l t  
that i t  was inappropriate to use a crim inal law standard of proof in a 
personnel d is c ip l in a r y  matter.

Senator Rodey commented that various blue ribbon commissions have 
recommended approaches s im i la r  to th is  b i l l .

Rick P o t te r , an Anchorage po lice  o f f i c e r ,  spoke fo r  the b i l l .  He said 
that th irteen  states  have s im i la r  le g is la t io n .  He opposes compulsory 
use of polygraphs.

Louis Bencardino, Seward Chief of P o l ic e , spoke against the b i l l .  He 
said the b i l l  would cause unneeded expenditures in overtime and other 
costs .



Senator K e l ly  commented that he i s  in favor of po lice  r ig h ts  but that he 
does not favor putting provis ions into s ta te  law that are already 
incorporated into labor con tracts .

Jean Krause, President of N .E .A . A laska , spoke fo r  the b i l l .  N .E.A . 
EeTTeves that a l l  employees should have f u l l  due process r ig h ts .

I t  was the consensus of the committee to hold the b i l l  over.

SB 153—Punishment fo r  obstructing a p r iva te  c i t iz e n  who a s s i s t s  a 
peace o f f ic e r

Senator Rodey (prime sponsor) explained the b i l l .  •

Senator K e l ly  moved and asked unanimous consent that the b i l l  pass from 
committee with ind iv idua l recommendations. There was no ob ject ion .

SB 218—Disclosure of information

Senator K e l ly  asked th a t 'th e  b i l l  be held over.

SB 227—Alaska Council on Science and Technology

Senator F ische r said  that th is  b i l l  i s  the product of the extensive 
hearing the committee held on the sunset of the council and that i t  
addressed a l l  the concerns id e n t i f ie d  at that hearing.

Senator Rodey moved and asked unanimous consent to pass the b i l l  from 
committee with ind iv idua l recommendations. There was no ob ject ion .

SJR 13—Urging repeal of the Jones Act

Greg 0 1C le a ry , Maritime Trades, t e s t i f ie d  against the re so lu t io n . He 
said the Jones Act i s  a b i l l  of r ig h ts  fo r  American Seamen. Repeal 
would a f fe c t  2000 workers.



Senator F ischer stated that the Administration has problems with the 
timing of th is  measure. There are p o l it ic -  . problems with re lated  
federal is su es .

Greg Olsen, FOSS Alaska L in e s , sa id  that repeal would only decrease 
f re ig h t  rates fo r  a short time and reduce the overa ll q u a lity  of 
s e rv ic e .

The reso lution  was held over.

Meeting adjourned a t  5:00 pm.



I .  REQUEST I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Bi 1 i/Reso lution  No.: SB 153_______________  Agency Affected : Public Saf ety  _ ___
T i t l e :  Punishment fo r  obstructing a . . .  Program Category A ffecteo : Primp ft in
Sponsor: <;pnatnr Rodpy_______________________ BRU, Program of Subprogram^) A ffectec :
Requestor: spnat.P sta te  A f fa i r s ___________  Alaska State Troopers________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of D o lla rs )
FY 83 1 FY 84 1 FY 85 i FY 36 I FY 87 I FY £8

OPERATING 1. 1 1 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1 1 i 1
200 TRAVEL 1 1 1 1 1
300 CONTRACTUAL 1 1 1 1 1
400 COMMODITIES 1 ' I 1 . !
500 EQUIPMENT 1 I 1 1
600 LAND & STRUCTURES I i i i I
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC l 1 1 1 1

( I I I !
TOTAL OPERATING 1O11o11o11o11o1

CAPITAL

REVENUE I l

:UNDING: (Thousands of D o l la rs )
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Sp ec ify  SourceJ

! 1 I
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
I I I !

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 1 I
PART-TIME 1 1
TEMPORARY . ... 1 1

• 1 . 1

I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF B ILL :

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page fo r  any A n a ly s is1 No F isca l Impact Anticipated

Prepared By: Paul Conger Phone: 465-4338
D iv is io n :  Administrative~3eryices , Date:U I V  1 3  1 u n  . m u ii i  m i a u u u Y t .   ̂ U d t e l

Approved J^xCommissioner: 'Y , J y ,  Date: /  *5)
D e p a r t m e t y M P u b l i c  S a f e t y '  f / - *   ----------L— L-------

D is t r ib u t io n :
Orig inal to L e g is la t iv e  Finance
Copy to O ff ice  of Management and Budget ( fo r  Leg is la  ure introduced b i l l s )
Copy to Department ( fo r  Governor introduced b i l l s )
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/82

t\
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STATE OF ALASKA 
FISCAL NOTE [R^vTsion Date , 1983 |

REQUEST II.
Bill/Resolution No.: SB 153
Title: Punishment for obstructing a 
Sponsor: sPnator Rndev

FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected: Public Safety

Requestor: Senate State Affairs

Program Category Affecceo: prime & TD 
BRU, Program of Subprogram^) Affecceo: 
Alaska State Troopers______________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
FY 33 1 FY 84 ! FY 85 i FY 36 | FY 37 FY 88 1

1. 1 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1 1 i
200 TRAVEL 1 1 1 1
300 CONTRACTUAL 1 i 1 1
400 COMMODITIES ! ! 1 1
500 EQUIPMENT 1 1 1 1 /
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 1 i i 1
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC l 1 1 1

1 1 I 1
TOTAL OPERATING 1o11o11o11oI -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (Specify Source)'

'POSITIONS:
F-ULL-TIME .................  1 ' ' ‘  1
PART -TIME 1 1
TEMPORARY 1 !

• 1 . 1

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis: No Fiscal Impact Anticipated

465-4338

Division:

Approve 
Departm

Administrative Services ,

^Commissioner: ~/f
Public safety 11

Phone:
Date:

Date:

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)
Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/2!
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

2/21/83 FURTHER JUDICIARY

Date

Mr. President: 

The Committee on STATE AFFAIRS has had

Aii Act relating to punishment for obstructing a private 
citizen who assists a peace officer or judicial officer 
in the performance of official duties.

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

i 1 "i

[ ] 

[ J

do pass

do pass with attached 

replace with CS fo>' 

and recommends

[ ] do not pass

n d m e n t s (s )
[ ] same title 
[ ] new title

[ J 

[ ]

[ ]

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" 

reports it back without recommendation 

referred to the

[ ] Fiscal Note

Commi ttee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

/

V rA

/ /

CHAIRMAN
- I

——----i_______
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