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H<sZp firmn th e  EIPA \
Inviting a federal agency to find a sort of new home I 

in Alaska at first glance seem s contrary to the s ta te ’s I 
desire to get out from under the enduring federal yoke. 1

But Sen. Frank M urkowski’s proposal to the federal I 
governm ent that it m ake Alaska a separate region for |  
the Environm ental Protection Agency—though it would I 
increase the federal presence here—m akes sense. |

Working out of its Region 10 office in Seattle, the I 
EPA  has been making plenty of trouble for Alaskans |  
lately. • , , ^

In Fairbanks, w e’re struggling to com e up with a I 
plan that will clean up our air in an efficient way and j 
satisfy  the EPA too; in Anchorage, they’ve knuckled f 
under to EPA threats and drawn up an air clean .up plan. I

Throughout Alaska—including the Interior—min- \ 
ers are struggling to convince the EPA that w astew ater  
discharge x*ules are technically im possible to com ply  
with. If the EPA enforces them , alm ost all miners will be , 
forced out of business. .

In Southeast Alaska, the pulp m ills ai'e having the 
sam e ti’ouble over water dischai'ge regulations. They'll 
be forced to shut down unless variances are granted, i 5

In a speech to the Legislature last week. Sen. M ur-■ tr 
kowski urged Alaskans to “continue to struggle against /  
outside dom ination—particularly from the federal gov- /  
em in en t.” •••>•*■ v  .

One w ay to do that, he believes, is to urge the federal 
officials with whom we must deal to m ake their head- 
quarters in our state. v.-.v «.•;» <:«•••'. • i

“ I propose that we create a special EPA Alaska 
regional headquarters here in Alaska, not Seattle,” the 
senator _,aid. “ Our new EPA l'egion must be headed by 
an administi*ator who is vested with the knowledge and 
authority to create standax’ds specifically  tailored to 
m eet A laska’s unique requii*ements while px*otecting 
our environm ent, and to insure that the beauty of our 
state and the lifesty'.e of our people is m aintained.”

Sen. Murkowski has been m eeting with the EPA to 
pursue this idea. If necessary, he says, he’ll introduce : 
federal legislation to accom plish it.

Though it might m ake Alaskans a bit uncomfortable 
to invite the EPA to, in a sense, inci'cas'i its presence 
here, we believe our state would gain from it. As it is 
now, EPA is well on the way to ham stringing several of 
our basic industries. If the officials live i  and worked in 
the affected com m unities, they would be working from a 
different sort of background—a backgi-ound of know­
ledge of Alaska, instead of som ewhere else.

We think it’s worth a try.
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f p A )A \
He lp  from t h e  EPA

Inviting a federal agency to find a sort of new h o m e' 
in A laska at first g lance seem s contrary to the s ta te ’s 
desire to get out from under the enduring federal yoke.

But Sen. Frank M urkowski’s proposal to the federal 
governm ent that it m ake A laska a separate region for 
the E nvironm ental Protection A gency—though it would 
in crease the federal presence here—m akes sense.

W orking out of its Region 10 office in Seattle, the 
E P A  has been m aking plenty of trouble for A laskans 
la tely .

In Fairbanks, w e ’re struggling to com e up with a 
plan that w ill clean  up our air in an efficient w ay and 
sa tisfy  the E PA  too; in Anchorage, th ey’ve knuckled  
under to E P A  threats and drawn up an air clean ijp plan.

Throughout A laska—including the Interior—m in­
ers are struggling to convince the E PA  that w astew ater  
discharge rules are technically  im possible to com ply  
with. If the E PA  enforces them , alm ost all m iners will be 
forced out of business.

In Southeast A laska, the pulp m ills are having the 
sa m e trouble over w ater d ischarge regulations. T hey’ll 
be forced to shut down unless variances are granted.

In a speech  to the L egislature last w eek. Sen. Mur- 
kow ski urged A laskans to “ continue to struggle against 
outside dom ination—particularly from the federal gov­
ern m en t.” .......

One w ay to do that, he b elieves, is to urge the federal 
officia ls with whom  w e m ust deal to m ake their head­
quarters in our sta te . L.t.w s.-,1  -

• • i  ' ' t l i s ' i  Y'"5 I'-''-' '
“ I propose that w e create  a sp ecia l E PA  Alaska  

regional headquarters here in A laska, not S eattle ,” the 
senator said . “ Our new E PA  region m ust be headed by 
an adm inistrator who is vested  with the knowledge and 
authority to create  standards sp ecifica lly  tailored to 
m eet A lask a’s unique requirem ents w hile protecting  
our environm ent, and tc insure that the beauty of our 
sta te  and the lifesty le  of our people is m aintained.”

Sen. M urkowski has been m eeting with the E PA  to 
pursue this idea. If n ecessary , he sa y s, he’ll introduce 
federal leg islation  to accom plish  it.

Though it m ight m ake Alaskans a bit uncom fortable 
to invite the E PA  to, in a sen se , increase its presence  
here, w e believe  our sta te  would gain from it. As it is 
now, E PA  is w ell on the w ay to ham stringing severa l of 
our basic industries. If the officia ls lived and worked in 
the affected  com m unities, they would be working from a 
different sort of background—a background of know­
ledge of A laska, instead of som ew here else .

We think i t ’s  worth a try.
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S e n a t e

Committee on -Resources
M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senate Resources Committee Members

FROM: Senate Resources Committee Staff

RE: Committee Meeting, Wednesday, February 29, 1984

DATE: February 29.. 1984

On Wednesday, February 29, 1984, at 3:00 pm in the Beltz 
Room the Senate Resources Committee will be hearing IICR 45, 
Requesting a review of all terrain vehicles, and SJR 42, 
Requesting the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to establish an EPA regional office in Alaska.

HCR 45 urges the Department of Public Safety to review its 
regulations and "confer" with municipalities and federal 
agencies (USFS, BLM, NPS) for the purpose of establishing 
federal and state regulations which would allow for increased 
use of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) on State and Federal land.

Prior to November 8 , 1982, the Division of Motor Vehicles, 
Department of Public Safety, registered three-wheeled ATVs as 
motorcycles usable on streets and highways in the state. Having 
determined that registration of ATVs for street use was in 
conflict with the Federal Standards Act, the Department changed 
its policy so that three-wheelers are now classed with snow­
mobiles and limited to off-road use. Manufacturers openly 
state that ATVs are neither safe nor recommended for street 
use.

The U.S. Forest Service has a national policy, implemented on a 
regional level, to support the use of ATVs in National Forests. 
The use of federal logging roads is vdetermined on a case by 
case basis with four-wheeled vehicles having preference. The 
USFS Division of I“creation in Alaska annually re-evaluates its 
off-road vehicle plan, through means which include soliciting 
public input.



Sua 42 requests the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to establish an EPA regional office in 
Alaska. Senator Murkowskr. proposed this idea to the 
Legislature during his address to the Joint Session in mid- 
February. Two— newspaper articles -are attached--for— your
additional-information.
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iy \}\A r  t k.
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B E T T Y E  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C h a i r m a n
R O B E R T  H. Z I E G L E R ,  S R . ,  V i c e  C h a i rm a n
D IC K  E L IA S O N
PA U L  F I S C H E R
V IC  F I S C H E R
B O B  M U L C A H Y
A R L IS S  S T U R G U L E W S K I

Committee on &cSource£
iTES

February 29, 1984 Beltz Room
3:07 pm Room 211, Capitol

PO U C H  V 
ST A TE  CA P ITA L  

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  99811 
(907) 465-3834 
(907) 465-3835

S e n a t e

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Senator Ziegler, Vice Chair 
Senator Paul Fischer 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Mulcahy 
Senator Sturgulewski

CALENDAR

HCR 45, Requesting a review of all terrain vehicles.

SJR 42, Requesting the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to establish an EPA regional office in 
Alaska.

HCR 45

Rep. Grussendorf, sponsor of the resolution, spoke in support 
of HCR 45, urging the Department of Public Safety to review its 
regulations.

John Sholer, Department of Public Safety, spoke in support of 
the resolution.

Senator Ziegler moved the resolution from committee with 
individual recommendations. There was no objection.

SJR 42

Senator Fahrerkamp spoke in support of the resolution, which 
requests the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to establish a regional office in Alaska.



Don Kubley testified in support of the resolution, citing the 
problems of obtaining variances for Southeast Alaska pulp 
mills.

s
Senator Paul Fischer moved SJR A ? from committee v/ith 
individual recommendations. There tus no objection.

The meeting adjourned at 3:22 pm.



S J R  hi R E Q U E S T S  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  O F  T H E  U . S .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

P R O T E C T I O N  A G E N C Y  T O  E S T A B L I S H  A N  E P A  R E G I O N A L  O F F I C E  I N  

ALAS...' S E N A T O R  M U R K O W S K I  P R O P O S E D  T H I S  I D E A  T O  T H E  

L E G I S L A T U R E  L U R I N G  H I S  A D D R E S S  T O  T H E  J O I N T  S E S S I O N  I N  

M I D - F E B R U A R Y .

A L A S K A  I S  N O V  P A R T  O F  R E G I O N  1 0 ,  T H E  N O R T H W E S T  R E G I O N  

B A S E D  I N  S E A T T L E .  T H E  H O P E  I S  T H A T  B Y  L O C A T I N G  A N  

O F F I C E  I N  A L A S K A ,  T H E  E P A  W I L L  B E  B E T T E R  I N F O R M E D  

T O  D E A L  W I T H  O U R  U N I Q U E  S I T U A T I O N S  A N D  R E Q U I R E M E N T S .

T H E R E  A R E  P L E N T Y  O F  E X A M P L E S  O F  E P A  S T A N D A R D S  N O T  

M E E T I N G  T H E  U N I Q U E  A L A S - A  K E Q U T F O M E N T S :

P U L P  M i l  I.S I N  S O U  i ' H E A S T  ( C L E A N  W A T E R  A C T )  

P L A C E R  M I N E R S  IN  I N T E R I O R  ( W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y ) 

A N C H O R A G E ,  F A I R B A N K S  ( C L E A N  A I R  A C T )
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