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D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  Ill, s e c .  18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  c r e a t e  
t h e  T o k l a t  R i v e r  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

T h e  T o k l a t  R i v e r  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l a r g e s t  k n o w n  p o p u l a t i o n  of 
l a t e  f a l l  c h u m  s a l m o n  i n  A l a s k a .  W a r m  u p w e l l i n g  spr.i ng 
w a t e r  a n d  i d e a l  s p a w n i n g ,  e g g  i n c u b a t i o n ,  a n d  s a l m o n  . y 
r e a r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  c o m b i n e  t o  p r o v i d e  p r i m e  i r r e p l a c e a b x e  
h a b i t a t  f o r  Y u k o n  R i v e r  f a l l  c h u m  s a l m o n .  P o p u l a t i o n  e s ­
t i m a t e s  o f  spawn.ing s a l m o n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i ­
t a t  a r e a  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  c o u n t s  a s  h i g h  as 9 6 , 5 0 0  w i t h  a n  
a n n u a l  a v e r a g e  o f  3 1 , 2 5 0  c o u n t e d .  I n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  
a n  a n n u a l  a v e r a g e  o f  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  T o k l a t  R i v e r  f a l l  c h u m  s a l m o n  
h a v e  b e e n  h a r v e s t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  
f i s h e r i e s  d o v / n s t r e a m  f r o m  t h e  T o k l a t  R i v e r  o n  t h e  T a n a n a  
a n d  Y u k o n  r i v e r s .  T h i s  h a r v e s t  r e p r e s e n t s  a d i r e c t  a v e r­
a g e  v a l u e  tc t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  o f  o v e r  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  
a n n u a l l y  a n d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  r e p l a c e m e n t  c o s t  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  
s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s  o f  n e a r l y  $ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y ,  t o t a l­
l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .

T o k l a t  c h u m  s a l m o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  m a i n s t a y  w i n t e r  f o o d  
s u p p l y  f o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  p o p u ­
l a t i o n  o f  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  d r a i n a g e .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  T o k l a t  
R i v e r  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  s u p p o r t s  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o v e r ­

w i n t e r i n g  m a l l a r d s  t h a t  is K J i i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  
s i z a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  
s u p p o r t s  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  w o l v e s ,  fox, c o y o t e s ,  b a l d  a n d  
g o l d e n  e a g l e s ,  r a v e n s ,  o w l s ,  r i v e r  o t t e r ,  a n d  m i n k .
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T h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  2 5 6 0  a c r e s  
a n d  is l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  84 a i r  m i l e s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  

F a i r b a n k s .  B e c a u s e  t h e  s p a w n i n g  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e d  b y  t h e  
h a b i t a t  p r o p o s a l  c o n t r i b u t e s  s j b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  c o m m e r ­

c i a l  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  s a l m o n  h a r v e s t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  
l o c a t e d  d o w n s t r e a m  o f  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  R i v e r  o n  
t h e  T a n a n a  a n d  Y u k o n  R i v e r s ,  u r g e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g ­
i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  is r.ade t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  

A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 7 0 ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  
g a m e  to s u b m i t  a l i s t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s  

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n n u a l l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

g o v e r n o r



§ 16.20.220 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.20.230

Sec. 16.20,220. P u rp o s e , The purpose of AS 16.20.220 — 16.20.270 
is to protect and preserve h ab ita t a rea s  especially crucial to the 
perpetuation of fish and  wildlife, and to re s tr ic t a ll o ther uses not 
compatible w ith th a t p rim ary  purpose. (§ 2 ch 140 SLA 1972)

Sec. 16.20.230. C rit ic a l Ihab ita t a r e a s  e s ta b lis h e d . The following 
described areas a re  estab lished as fish and game critica l h ab ita t areas:

(I) Po rt Moller:
(A) Township 50 South, Range 71 West, Seward M eridian 

Sections 7— 8
Section 14 (not tid e  or submerged land)
Sections 15— 17 
Sections 21— 23 
Section 32

(B) Township 51 South, Range 71 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 3 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 4— 5 
Section 7 
Sections 9— 10 
Sections 15— 17

(C) Township 49 South, Range 73 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 10— 11
Section 12 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 13— 16 
Section 21 
Section 24 
Section 28

(D) Township 51 South, Range 72 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 5— 8
Sections 11— 12

(E) Township 50 South, Range 72 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 18— 19
Sections 30— 32

(F) Township 50 South, Range 73 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 7— 13
Sections 14— 17 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 18

(G) Township 50 South, Range 74 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 5— 7
Section 8 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 9— 13
Sections 14— 16 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 17— 18 
Section 20

(II) Township 50 South, Range 75 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 1
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Sections 6— 7 
Section 12

(I) Township 421 South, Range 75 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 3
Sections 4— 6 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 7— 11 
Sections 14— 16 
Sections 21— 32 

(J) Township 48 South, Range 75 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 15— 18 
Section 22 
Sections 29— 30
Section 31 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 32

(K) Township 48 South, Range 76 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 13— 17 
Sections 19— 23 
Sections 25— 27 
Sections 29— 30 
Sections 34— 35
Section 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(L) Township 50 South, Range 76 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 1 
Section 3
Section 4 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 9 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 10— 13
Sections 14— 16 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 21— 23 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 24— 25
Sections 26— 28 (not tide or submerged land)

(M) Township 49 South, Range 76 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 1— 4 
Sections 7— 9
Sections 10— .11 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 12— 14
Sections 15— 16 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 17— 18
Section 21 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 22 
Sections 28— 29 
Sections 33— 34 

(N) Township 49 South, Range 77 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 1— 2 
Sections 4— 5
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§ 16.20.230 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.20.230

Sections 7— 12
Sections 13— 18 (not tide or submerged land)

(0) Township 48 South, Range 77 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 20— 23 
Sections 26— 28 

(P) Township 48 South, Range 78 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 26— 27 
Sections 31— 34 

(Q) Township 49 South, Range 78 West, Seward Meridian 
Sections 2— 5 
Sections 8— 12
Sections 13— 16 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 17;

(2) Port Heiden:
(A) Township 38 South, Range 59 West, Seward M eridian 

Sections 13— 15 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 16 
Section 21
Sections 22— 27 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 28 
Sections 33— 34
Sections 35— 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(B) Township 38 South, Range 60 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 17— 19

(C) Township 38 South, Range 61 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 24— 26
Section 34

(D) Township 39 South, Range 59 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 1— 2 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 3
Sections 10— 14 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 15 
Sections 19— 22
Sections 23— 25 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 26— 29
Sections 30— 33 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 34— 36

(E) Township 39 South, Range 60 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 18— 24
Section 25 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 26— 27
Sections 28— 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(F) Township 39 South, Range 61 West, S°*vard M eridian 
Sections 2— 4
Sections 8— 9

122



§ 16.20.230 F ish  a n d  G a m e § 16.20.230

Section 10 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 11— 13
Sections 14— 15 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 16— 18
Sections 19— 20 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 21
Sections 22— 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(G) Township 39 South, Range 62 West, Seward Meridian 
Section 13 
Sections 23— 28 
Sections 32— 34
Sections 35— 36 (not tide or submerged land);

(3) C inder River:
(A) Township 32 South, Range 54 West, Seward M eridian 

Section 29
Sections 31— 32

(B) Township 33 South, Range 55 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 1— 4
Sections 7— 13
Sections 14— 17 (not tide or submerged land)
Section 18

(C) Township 33 South, Range 56 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 13— 14
Sections 22— 23
Sections 24— 26 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 27— 29 
Sections 31— 32
Sections 33— 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(D) Township 34 South, Range 56 West, Seward M eridian 
Sections 5— 7
Section 4 N V*

(E) Township 34 South, Range 57 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 1
Section 12;

(4) Egegik:
(A) Township 24 South, Range 51 West, Seward M eridian 

(protracted)
Sections 1— 2 
Section 11 S xh  

Section 12 N V■>
(B) Township 23 South, Range 51 West, Seward M eridian 

(protracted)
Section 13 
Sections 24— 25 
Sections 35— 36



§ 16.20.230 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.20.230

(C) Township 23 South. Range 50 West, Seward M eridian 
(protracted)

Section 7 
Sections 18— 19 
Section 30
Section 31 (not tide or submerged land);

(5) P ilo t Point:
(A) Township 30 South, Range 52 West, Seward M eridian

(protracted)
Sections 1— 3 
Section 12

(B) Township 30 South, Range 51 West, Seward M eridian
(protracted)

Sections 5— 8 
Section 17

(C) Township 31 South, Range 51 West, Seward M eridian
(protracted)

Sections 5— 8 
Sections 13— 15 
Sections 17— 27

(D) Township 30 South, Range 52 West, Seward M eridian
(protracted)

Sections 27— 29 
Sections 31— 34

(E) Township 31 South, Range 52 West, Seward M eridian
(protracted)

Sections 1— 3 
Sections 5— 6 
Sections 11— 14 
Sections 23— 24

(F) Township 30 South, Range 53 West, Seward M eridian
(protracted)

Section 36
(G) Township 31 South, Range 53 West, Seward M eridian 

(protracted)
Sections 1— 2 
Sections 10— 11
Sections 12— 14 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 15— 16 
Sections 20— 21
Sections 22— 28 (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 29— 31
Sections 32— 36 (not tide or submerged land)

(II) Township 32 South, Range 54 West, Seward M eridian 
(protracted)
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Section 36;
(6) K alg in  Island:
(A) Township 3 North, Range 15 West, Seward M eridian 

Section 7 NW V-i
Section 6 SW V-t

(B) Township 3 North, Range 16 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 1
Sections 11— 12.
Section 2 E Vi

(C) Township 4 North, Range 16 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 35 E Vi
Section 36;

(7) Fox R iver F lats:
(A) Township 4 South, Range 10 West, Seward M eridian 

Section 20 SE Vi (not tide or submerged land)
Section 21 S Vi (not tide or submerged land)
Section 22 S Vi
Section 23 S Vi (not tide or submerged land)
Sections 25— 29 
Sections 33— 36

(B) Township 4 South, Range 9 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 30 W Vi (not tide or submerged land)

(8) C h ilk a t River: The a reas encompassed by a boundary beg inning 
a t a point identical w ith th e no rth  corners common to Sections 1 and 
2, Township 29 South, Range 56 East, Copper R iver Meridian, A laska; 
thence w est a d istance of 500 feet along the north  boundary of Section 
2; thence sou th a long a line para lle l to the w est boundary of Section 2, 
Township 29 South, Range 56 East, Copper R iver Meridian, a distance 
of approxim ately one m ile to the south boundary of Section 2; thence 
east a d istance of approxim ately 500 feet to the sou theast corner of 
Section 2; thence sou th along the ea s t boundary of Section 11, 
Township 29 South, Range 56 West, Copper R iver M eridian crossing 
the T sirku  River, to the firs t po in t of in tersection w ith a  m eander line 
500 feet up land from the line of m ean high w ate r on the south bank of 
th e T sirku River; thence easte rly  along said m eander line to its firs t 
poin t of in tersection w ith a w estern boundary or the northerly  
extension of the w estern boundary of U.S. Survey 786; thence to the 
northw est corner of U.S. Survey 786; thence east 2,640 feet to the 
no rtheast corner of U.S. Survey 786; thence south along the east bound­
ary to U.S. Survey 786 to its  in tersection w ith the section line common 
to Sections 17 and 20 of Township 29 South, Range 57 East, Copper 
River M eridian; thence east along said section line to its firs t point of 
in tersection w ith a m eander line runn ing  500 feet upland from the 
mean high w ate r m ark  on the w est bank of the C h ilka t River; thence 
m eandering in a sou theasterly  direction along a line 500 feet upland 
from the m ean high w ater m ark  on the sou theast bank of the C hilka t

§ 16.20.230 F i s h  a n d  G a m e  § 16.20.230
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River to its firs t poin t of in tersection w ith  the section line common to 
Sections 21 and 28 of Township 29 South, Range 57 East, Copper River 
M eridian; thence east a long said  section line to the corner common to 
Sections 21, 22, 27 and 28, Township 29 South, Range 57 East, Copper 
R iver M eridian; thence no rth  along section lines to th e point of in te r­
section w ith the H aines H ighway right-of-way; thence northw esterly  
along th e  sou thw est boundary of said highway right-of-way to th e  poin t 
of in tersection w ith th e  no rth  boundary of Section 6, Township 29 
South, Range 57 East, Copper R iver M eridian; thence w est a long sec­
tion lines to the po in t of beginning, comprising 4,800 acres, more or 
less.

(9) K achemak Bay:
(A) Township 4 South, Range 10 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(B) Township 5 South, Range 10 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and subm erged land and waters)
(C) Township 5 South, Range 11 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(D) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(E) Township 6 South, Range 11 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(F) Township 6 South, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(G) Township 6 South, Range 13 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(II) Township 6 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridiun (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(I) Township 7 South, Range 11 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(J) Township 7 South, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(K) Township 7 South, Range 13 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(L) Township 7 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(M) Township 8 South, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(N) Township 8 South, Range 13 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(O) Township 8 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
(P) Township 9 South, Range 14 South, Seward M eridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
|Q) Township 9 South, Range 15 South, Seward Meridian (only tide 

and submerged land and waters)
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(R) Township 5 South, Range 15 West, Seward M eridian (including 
all tide and subm erged land and w aters east of a line from Anchor 
Po in t to Po in t Pogibshi)

(S) Township 6 South, Range 15 West, Seward M eridian (including 
all tide and subm erged land and w aters east of a line from Anchor 
Po int to Po in t Pogibshi)

(T) Township 7 South, Range 15 West, Seward M eridian (including 
all tide and subm erged land and w aters east of a line from Anchor 
Po int to Po int Pogibshi)

(U) Township 8 South, Range 15 West, Seward M eridian (including 
all tide and submerged land and w aters east of a line from Anchor 
Po in t to Po int Pogibshi)

(10) Clam  Gulch: All tide and submerged land to the m inus five font 
elevation, from Cape K asilof to Happy Valley, contained in the 
following description:

(A) Township 3 North, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian Sections 9, 
16, 21, 28, 33

(B) Township 2 North, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian Sections 4, 
8, 9, 17, 20, 29, 31, 32

(C) Township 1 North, Range 12 West, Seward M eridian Sections 
6— 7

(D) Township 1 North, Range 13 West, Seward M eridian Sections 
12— 14, 22, 23, 27, 33, 34

(E) Township 1 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian Sections 
5— 7

(F) Township 1 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridian Scclions 
12— 14, 23, 26— 27, 33— 34

(G) Township 2 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridian Sections 4, 
8— 9, 17, 20, 29, 32

(11) Township 3 South, Range 14 West, Seward M eridian Sections 5, 
6, and th a t portion of Section 7 lying no rth  of Happy Creek.

(11) Copper R iver Delta: All public land, tideland, submerged land, 
and w ater contained in the following description: Beginning a t a point 
on the sou th edge of th e Copper R iver H ighway right-of-way 200' west 
of its in tersection w ith the Eyak T rail tra ilhead; thence southw esterly 
200' west of th e Eyak T ra il and purallel lo k  approxim ately 4 m iles to 
the mean high tide line; thence sou thw esterly along the mean high tide 
line to Po in t W hitshed; thence northw esterly along the mean high tide 
line to a po in t of in tersection a t the west edge of Section 21, T16S, R4W, 
C.R.M. and the m ean high tide line a t the moulh of O rca Inlet; thence 
westerly a d istance of approxim ately 3 m iles to the no rtheast tip of 
L ittle Mummy Island; thence sou thw esterly a distance of 
approxim ately -* m iles to the in tersection of the south edge of Section 
33, T16S, R5W, C.R.M. and the m ean high tide line; thence along the 
mean high tide line on the east portion of H inchinbrook Island, includ­
ing Boswell Bay to Point Bentinck; thence 8 .68^. approxim ately 57
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miles to a po in t of in tersection w ith  the pro tracted boundary line 
common between R4E and R5E, C.R.M.; thence N.13°E. approxim ately 
10 m iles to Palm  Point; thence northw esterly  along the m ean h igh tide 
line to a poin t of in tersection w ith th e west boundary line of Section 25, 
T19S, R4E, C.R.M. to a point of in tersection w ith  the m ean h igh tide 
on the no rth  shore of Softuk Bar; thence northw esterly  to W indy Point; 
thence due east approxim ately 1.1 m iles to th e 200 foot contour; thence 
northerly  along the 200 foot contour around Ragged M ountain, east­
erly and no rtherly  along the easte rn  shore of M artin  and L ittle  M artin  
lakes to a point 4 m iles due south of Bridge No. 227 on the Proposed 
Bering R iver H ighway; thence no rth  to Bridge No. 227; thence 
westerly along the sou th edge of the Bering R iver H ighway to its  
junction w ith th e Copper R iver H ighway; thence, w esterly along the 
south edge of th e Copper R iver H ighway to the point of beginning; 
excluding all a reas w ith in  th e Cordova A irport Boundaries. (<? 2 ch 140 
SLA 1972; am § 2 ch 117 SLA 1974; am 8 1 ch 31 SLA 1976; am  8 1 
ch 93 SLA 1978)

E dito r 's  notes. — Section 2, ch. 31, SLA 
1976, provides: "Nothing in this designa­
tion alters existing rights of access to set 
net site leases."

Section 3, ch. 31, SLA 1976 provides: "It

is not the intent of this Act to in uny 
manner change the fishing rights of set net 
operators that hove set net lenses within 
the urea described in AS 16.20.230."

Sec. 16.20.240. R egu la tio n s . The Board of F isheries and the Board 
of Game, w here appropriate, shall adopt regulations they consider 
advisable for conservation and protection purposes governing the 
tak ing  of fish and gam e in s ta te  fish and game critical hub ita t areas. 
(8 2 ch 140 SLA 1972; am  8 27 ch 206 SLA 1975)

Sec. 16.20.250. M u ltip le  la n d  use. Before the use, lease or o ther 
disposal of land under private ownership or s ta te  jurisdiction and 
control, w ith in s ta te  fish und guine critical h ab ita t a reas created under 
th is chapter, th e person or responsible s ta te  departm en t or agency 
shall notify the comm issioner of fish and game. The commissioner shall 
acknowledge receip t of notice by re tu rn  mail. (8 2 ch 140 SLA 1972)

Sec. 16.20.260. S u bm iss io n  o f p la n s  a n d  sp e c if ic a tio n s , (a) 
When a board determ ines th a t th e  following inform ation is required, 
it shull in s tru c t the commissioner, in the le tte r of acknowledgment, to 
require the person or governm ental agency to submit:

(1) full p lans for the an tic ipated  use;
(2) full p lans and specifications of proposed construction work;
(3) complete p lans and specifications for the proper protection offish  

and game; and
(4) the approxim ate da te  when the construction or work is to com­

mence.
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