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S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 4

ALASKA AGRICULTURAL ACTION COUNCIL

1) M a i o r  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

a )  A l l  t h r e e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a r e  

p r o c e e d i n g  a s  p l a n n e d .

D e l t a  I ,  D e l t a  I I  a n d  P o i n t  M c K e n z i e  h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  

a n d  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  m e e t i n g  t h e i r  c l e a r i n g  t i m e  

p r o j e c t i o n s .  A b o u t  9 0 %  o f  t h e  c l e a r i n g  i s  d o n e .

b )  T w o  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  m e a t  p r o c e s s i n g  w e r e  l e t  t h i s  y e a r .

1) M t .  M c K i n l e y  M e a t  a n d  S a u s a g e ,  P a l m e r ,  s t a r t e d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  1 2 / 6 / 8 3 .

2) M c K e e ' s  M e a t s ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  w i l l  s t a r t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a s  s o o n  a s  F a i r b a n k s  i s  t h r o u g h  b r e a k - u p .  T h e y  

s h o u l d  b e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  F a l l  o f  1 9 8 4 .

c)  R e s e a r c h  f o r  t h r e e  n e w  p r o j e c t s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

1 9 8 3 .

1) N e n a n a / T o t c h a k e t

2) F i s h  C r e e k  ( P o i n t  M c K e n z i e  e x t e n s i o n )

3) D e l t a  C r e e k

d )  W o r k  o n  t h e  S e w a r d  G r a i n  T e r m i n a l  p r o j e c t  w a s  h a l t e d .

2) B u d g e t

B u d g e t  b r e a k d o w n  f o r  F Y  8 4  w a s :

C a p i t a l .............. $ 1 7 6 , 2 0 0  ( D e l t a  I,  I I  a n d  P o i n t

M c K e n z i e )

O p e r a t i n g ..........$ 3 1 3 , 3 0 0

3) N u m b e r  o f  E m p l o y e e s

S i x  f u l l - t i m e  a n d  o n e  p a r t - t i m e  ( s h a r e d  w i t h  C o o p e r a t i v e  

E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e )

4) Y e a r - e n d  R e p o r t

A  d r a f t  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  t o  a l l  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  

s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u p o n  i t s  a p p r o v a l .



S E N A T E  B I L L  3 3 9

r e p e a l i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  

s p o n s o r :  M O S S

SB 3 3 9

A s  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  S p o n s o r ,  S e n a t o r  M o s s ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  r e p e a l  t h e  

t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  e f f e c t i v e  J u n e  3 0,  1 9 8 4 .

CS SB 3 3 9

T h e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  r e p e a l s  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  

C o u n c i l  a n d  r e - e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  C o u n c i l  u n d e r  s u n s e t t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s .



S’ 44.33.450 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 44.33.450ranking applications shall include facility need and suitability, public support for construction or development and maintenance of a facility, availability of land, management capacity, alternatives to completion of the facility proposed, redevelopment or rehabilitation of a structure qualifying as an historic property or a building of historic value which is part of an historic district, and cost;(2) by application of the criteria adopted under (1) of this section, advise the commissioner of commerce and economic development regarding the approval of requests for financial assistance in the construction of cultura’ facilities submitted in accordance with AS 43.18.500;(3) at the request of a municipality, provide assistance in the preparation of an assessment of needs and review proposals and plan for construction or development of a cultural facility, for which finan­cial assistance is requested under AS 43.18.500; and(4) submit an annual report to the commissioner of commerce and economic development and the legislature summarizing its activities and expenses. (§ 3 ch 62 SLA 1979)

1

Article 10. A laska Agricultural Action Council.
Section  S ection
•150. C reation of council 
455. Compensation of members 
460. Meetings 
465. Quorum

470. Powers and duties of the council 
475. A gricultural dcve. opment projects
500. Definitions

T e rm in a tio n  d n te . — Section 4, ch. 75, 
SLA 1979, provides th a t th is  article 
term inates Ju ly  1. 1984.

See;. 44.33.450. Creation o f council, (a) There is established in the Department of Commerce and Economic Development the Alaska Agricultural Action Council. The council is composed of five members appointed by the governor. The chairman of the council is to be designated by the governor from among the members.(b) The council may invite representatives from the United States Soil Conservation Service, the United States Forest Service, or from other federal agencies to participate in the deliberations of the council in an advisory capacity.(c) The term of a member of the council is four years. Vacancies are filled in the same manner as original appointments, but a member appointed to fill n vacancy serves for the unexpired te *m of t’.ie member he succeeds. .§ 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)

E d ito r 's
1979, termi 
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in the laska nbers to betaiesfromuncils are mber •nber
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E d ito r 's  no te . — Section 2, ch. 75, SLA serving a term  ending June  30.1983, and 
1979, term inating  Ju ly  1. 1984, provide? one mem ber serving a  term ending Ju n e  
"N otw ithstanding the term s of office 30, 1984."
specified for members of the A laska Section 4 of ch. 75 provides th a t this
Agricultural Action Council in AS article term inates Ju ly  1, 1984. 
44.33.450(c), enacted in sec. 1 of th is Act, L eg isla tiv e  h is to ry  re p o r t. — For
the term s of the first appointees shall be adoption of the Free Conference
one member serving a term  ending Ju n e  Committee le tter o f in ten t on Senate Bill
30, 1980, one member serving a term  No. 14 (ch. 75, SLA 1979), see 1979 Senate
end ingJune 30,1981, one member serving Journal, p. 1138; 1979 House Journal, p.
a term  ending Ju n e  30, 1982, one mem ber 1373.Sec. 44.33.455. Compensation of members, (a) Members of the council who are not state officers or employees are entitled to per diem and travel expenses provided for boards and commissions under AS 39.20.(b) State officers or employees appointed as members of the council serve without compensation but are entitled to receive per diem and travel expenses from council funds. (§ 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)

E d ito r’s no te . — Section 4 of ch. 75 
provides th a t this article term inates Ju ly  
1, 1984.Sec. 44.33.460. Meetings. The council shall schedule regular meetings during the yeur, and may hold special meetings upon the call of the chairman or four members of the council. (§ 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)

E d ito r’s no te . — Section 4 of ch. 75 
provides th a t this article term inates Ju ly  
1. 1984.Sec. 44.33.465. Quorum . Three members of the council constitute a quorum. An affirmative vote of at least three members is necessary to approve any action of the council. (§ 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)

E d ito r 's  note . — Section 4 of ch. 75 
provides th a t this article term inates Ju lv  
I, 1984.Sec. 44.33.470. Powers and duties of the council, (a) The council has the power to(1) adopt and amend bylaws for the management and regulation of its affairs; and(2) maintain an office at any place or places in the state.(b) The council has the duty to(1) hold public hearings in areas of the state considered for agricultural development;(2) evaluate the need for farm conservation plans for land under agricultural production in the state;

§ 44.33.455 S ta te  G o v e r n m e n t  § 44.33.470

105
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§ 44.33.475 A l a sk a  S t a t u t e s § 44.33.475(3) serve as coordinator for gathering information and data relating to agriculture;(4) recommend appropriate activities for the promotion of agriculture in the state;(5) provide technical information and make recommendations to the commissioner of natural resources regarding the classification of state land having a potential for agricultural use;(6) act as administrator of the Delta agricultural development project and arv other agricultural development project authorized under AS 44.33.475;(71 contract for the clearing, draining and breaking of agricultural land located in the Delta agricultural development project;(8) contract with the owners of land prepared for agricultural use under (7) of this subsection for reimbursement to the state of the cost of the clearing, draining and breaking of the land;(9) contract for the construction of access roads in the Delta agricultural development project;(10) conduct studies and carry out experimental and pilot projects to develop markets for agricultural products produced in the state; and(11) recommend legislation to the governor to improve agricultural development in the state. (§ 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)
E d ito r’s no te . — Section 1 of ch. 75 

provides that th is article term inates Ju ly  
1. 196-1.See. 44.33.475. Agricultural development projects, (a) Before January 15 of each year the council shall report to the governor and the legislature concerning the activities of the council during the current fiscal year. The report shall contain recommendations for the development of agriculture in the state during the next fiscal year.(b) An agricultural development project recommended under (a) of this section may not be implemented unless authorized by law. The report required by (a) of this section shall include recommended legislation which(1) sets out the type of agricultural development to be accomplished and, if state land is to be developed for agricultural production, describes the boundaries of the land to be developed:(2) defines specific tasks to be performed by appropriate state agencies to the extent the tasks are identifiable at that time; and(3) grants to the council sufficient authority to insure cooperation of all state agencies involved in the implementation of the agricultural development project. (§ 1 ch 75 SLA 19791

E d ito r 's  note . — Section -I of ch. 75 
provides tha t this article term inates Ju lv  
I, 198-1.
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§ 44.33.475 id data relating promotion ofndations to the ication of stateI development ect authorized>f agricultural ject;ricultural use ate of the costin the Deltalot projects to he state; and 1 agricultural

§ 44.33.500 S ta te  G o v e r n m e n t § 44.33.501

t. (a) Before •rnor and t h e  ; the current ins for t h e  iscal year, under(a) of by law. The commendedcomplishcdproduction,Hate state me; and peration of p-iculturnl

(

Sec. 44.33.500. Definitions. In AS 44.33.450 — 44.33.500,(1) "council” means the Alaska Agricultural Action Council;(2) "Delta agricultural development project” means the state funded program to develop agricultural land located in the Big Delta. Tanana Loop region for the production of small grains and other related agricultural products. (S 1 ch 75 SLA 1979)
E d ito r 's  no te . — Section 4 of ch. 75 

provides tha t th is article term inates Ju lv  
1, 1984. Article 11. Native A rt Competitions.
S ection
501. Program of competitions
502. Regional competitions
503. Place of competition
504. Judges

Section
505. Sale of entries 
50G. O ther displays 
507. (Iran is and assistance 
512. Temporary custody

Itcv iso r’s no te . — The responsibility 
for the competitions was initially vested in 
the director of tourism . In 1962 those 
responsibilities were codified under the 
D epartm ent of Economic Development 
und Planning. C hapter 103, SLA 196C, 
transferred planning function from the

departm ent to the Office of the Governor 
and renam ed the departm ent the D epart­
m ent of Economic Development. C hapter 
207, SLA 1975, provided tha t all 
references lo the "D epartm ent of Economic 
Development" he read as "D epartm ent of 
Commerce and Economic Development".

Sec. 44.33.501. Progrnm of competitions. (a) The Department of Commerce and Economic Development shall direct a continuing pro­gram of competitions. The competitions shall he held each summer to select outstanding examples of Alaskan Native arts and crafts.(b) The Department of Commerce and Economic Development, after consulting with a committee from the Alaska Native Brotherhood and Sisterhood appointed by their councils from among the memberships of those organizations, shall adopt regulations for the competitions, providing for, but not limited to the following:(1) eligibility requirements for entrants;(2) categories for entry, such as basketwork, wood carving, pottery, stone work, ivory work, painting, etc.;(3) criterion for selecting category winners and grand prize winners;(4) transportation and display of entries;(5) prizes and awards for winning entrants which are restricted to ribbons, cups, plaques, etc.;(6) preparation of entry forms which(A) give the name and mailing address of the entrant,107
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B e l t z  R o o m  

R o o m  2 1 1 ,  C a p i t o l

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r ,  V i c e  C h a i r  

S e n a t o r  V .  F i s c h e r  

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  

S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  

S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i

C A L E N D A R

S B  3 2 2  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L o a n

B o a r d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

S B  3 4 2  A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L o a n  A c t .

S B  3 3 9  A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e

A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

S B  3 5 F, A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t . . .  n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a

A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l .

T E L E C O N F E R E N C E D  T O :

F a i r b a n k s  A n c h o r a g e

D e l t a  H o m e r

P a l m e r / W a s i l l a  S o l d o t n a

S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  3 2 2 .  H e  s a i d  t h e  

g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  w h e r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x i s t s  h a v e  

e x p a n d e d  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t  t w o  m o r e  m e m b e r s  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  f a r m e r s  f r o m  t h o s e  a r e a s .

S e n a t o r  F a i k s  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  S B  3 4 2 .  C h e  a n s w e r e d  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l  a n d  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  K e r t t u l a  

a m e n d m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  s o i l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .



B o b  A r n o l d ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r , D e p a r t m e n t  c f  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s , a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  S B  3 4 2  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a  g r e a t e r  

d e m a n d  o n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e v o l v i n g  L o a n  F u n d  a n !  a s k e d  f o r  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o n  g r a n t i n g  l o a n s  f o r  

n o n - f o o d  p r o d u c t s .

S t e v e  S h r o p s h i r e ,  A l a s k a  H o r t i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s p o k e  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  S B  3 4 2 .  H e  f e l t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " a g r i c u l t u r e "  

s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  h o r t i c u l t u r e .

M a y o r  B i l l  A l l e n ,  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h , s u p p o r t e d  a l l  

t h e  b i l l s  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  H e  u r g e d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  

t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l o a n  p r o g r a m .

F r a n k  G e i g e r ,  M a v o r ,  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  

f o u r  b i l l s .  H e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t w o  B o a r d s  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  o n e  

f o r  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  o n e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

R i c h a r d  R a m s e y ,  A i d e  t o  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a , t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  K e r t t u l a ' s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  t o  S B  3 4 2 .  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  

w o u l d  a l l o w  m o r e  l a n d s  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  c l e a r i n g  l o a n s .

E d n a  A n d e r s o n ,  H o m e r ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  3 3 9  a n d  S B  3 5 8  

a n d  s a i d  s h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  M a y o r  A l l e n ' s  c o m m e n t s .

P e t e  R o b e r t s ,  H o m e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  K e r t t u l a ' s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  t o  

S B  3 4 2 .

E d  M e r d e s , F a i r b a n k s ,  s u p p o r t e d  a l l  t h e  b i l l s  b e i n g  h e a r d .  H e  

i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  " p r o d u c t i o n  i n c e n t i v e s "  t o  l o w e r  c o s t s  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  m a k e  o u r  c r o p s  m o r e  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  p r i c e d .

P a t  M u l l i g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  F a r m e r s  a n d  S t o c k  G r o w e r s ,  

s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  3 4 2  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .

B i l l  H e i m ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  D N R , w a n t e d  

l e g i s l a t i v e  g u i d a n c e ,  t h r o u g h  S B  3 4 2 o n  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  

l o a n  p r o g r a m .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  K e r t t u l a ' s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  t o  S B  

3 4 2 ,  R e g a r d i n g  S B  3 2 2 ,  h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  n e w  m e r . b e r s  

b e  f r o m  D e l t a  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .

K e n  U l z ,  K o b u k  F u e l  a n d  F e e d ,  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  b i l l s  

b e i n g  h e a r d . H e  f e l t  f u r  r a n c h i n g  w a s  j u s t  a s  v a l i d  a s  a n y  

o t h e r  r a n c h i n g  e n t e r p r i s e .

B r u c e  W i l l a r d ,  H o m e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l .

H a r r y  W a s s i n k ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  p r o p o s e d  r a i s i n g  t h e  c a p  o n  A R L F  

l o a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  d a i r y  f a r m e r s .

S i g  R e s t a d ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t a l .  S t a t i o n ,  P a l m e r ,  

t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i l l s  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .



B u r t o n  L .  C l i f f o r d ,  U . S  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( U S D A ) , 

s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  b i l l s .

C a r r o l  M a r t i n ,  S o l d o t n a ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  b i l l s

h e a r d t o d a y .

J e r r v G i a u q u e , P a l m e r ,  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  b i l l s .

T e r r y W e i l a n d , P a l m e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S B  3 3 9  a n d  S B  3 5 8  a n d  a l s o

w a n t e d  t h e  c a p r a i s e d  o n  A R L F  l o a n s .

J e r r y B r e h m e r , D e l t a ,  w a s  i n  f a v o r  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  b i l l s .

V i n c e n t  O ' R e i l l y ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

s u p p o r t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e y  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

r e e x a m i n i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  t r y i n g  t o  f o c u s  o n  i n - s t a t e  m a r k e t  

n e e d s .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h a t  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  b y  

t h e  l i n e  a g e n c i e s , ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  

C o u n c i l .

A n n e l . y  G i r a r d ,  P a l m e r ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  f a r m e r s  n e e d  t o  

d i v e r s i f y .  S h e  f e l t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  3 ‘'2 w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  

d o  t h a t .  S h e  s p o k e  o f  g r o w i n g  s h r u b s  a n d  f a s t  g r o w i n g  t r e e s  

s u c h  a s  p o p l a r s  i n  g r e e n h o u s e s  f o r  u s e  a s  w i n d b r e a k s .

B o b  A r n o l d ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s , s p o k e  a g a i n  t o  c o n c u r  w i t h  V i n c e n t  O ' R e i l l y ,  D e p u t y  

C o m m a s s i o n e r , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  

t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A l a s k c  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  

c a n  b e  b e t t e r  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  l i n e  a g e n c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  4 : 4 2  p m .
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J a n u a r y  26, 1984

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  Fa h r e n k a m p,  C h a i r p e r s o n

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s

A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e

P o u c h V

Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D ear S e n a t o r  Fahrenkamp:

A t t a c h e d  is the t e s t i m o n y  I o f f e r e d  y e s t e r d a y  t h r o u g h  the t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  

h e a r i n g  r e g a r d i n g  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l . I k n o w  the 

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  due to end at 4:3 0  P M  so felt ru s h e d  t r y i n g  to give the 

t e s t i m o n y  and p r o b a b l y  did not come across as c l e a r  as I s h o u l d  have.

T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  has been v e r y  i m p o r t an t  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  process, and as noted in the t estimony, u n t i l  the i n du s t r y  can 

stand on e q u a l foot i n g  wit h o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n ts ,  then the c o u n c i l  c o n ti n u e s  to 

h a v e  a v i t a l rol e  in those efforts. B e c a u s e  of this, I hop e  the a t t a ch e d  

w r i t t e n  re c o r d  w i l l  bo of v a l u e  to the c o m m i t t e e  in t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a ti o n s .

X c e r t a i n l y  wil l  be h a p p y  to p r ov i d e  any o t h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  or t e s t i m o n y  that 

m i g h t  bo u s e f u l  r e g a r d i n g  this matter.

S i n c e r e l y ,___

State C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  

c c :

All C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

S e n a t o r  J. K e r t t u l a  

S e n a t o r  P. M oss
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T e s t i m o n y  g i v e n  on 1/25 / 8 4  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  H e a r i n g  r e g a r d i n g  the status of the 

A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l

I w o u l d  like to c o m m e n t  on c u r r e n t  bills i d e n t i f i e d  as SB 358 and SB 339 

r e l a t i v e  to the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  ( A A A C ) . O n e  bill m oves 

the e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of the c o u n c i l  f o r w a r d  to J u l y  1, 1989 and the other 

s i m p l y  r e p e a l s  the e x p i r a t i o n  date, m a k i n g  the c o u n c i l  perpetual.

T h e  A A A C  has b e e n  in m y  j u d g m e n t  the prime m o v e r  of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t  to date. My a g e n c y  has bee n d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  over the 

pas t  y e a r s  in support, as r e q u e s t e d  by the state, in the effo rt s  of the 

co u ncil. W e  are c o m m i t t e d  to the p r o g r a m  t h e y  m i g h t  a c t i v e l y  c arry on, as 

w e  are to a n y  o t h e r  n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e  e f f o r t  in w h i c h  w e  can prov i d e  

assist an c e .

T h e  p r e v i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and l e g i s l a t u r e s  c o m m i t t e d  them se l v e s  to 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  that h a v e  o c c u r r e d  to this p o i n t  and Go v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d  has, b a s e d  on the plan d i s c u s s e d  last m o n t h  in F airbanks, 

d e d i c a t e d  hi s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to c o n t i n u e  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  commitment. It 

a p p e a r s  to m e  t hat the p r e s e n t  l e g i s l a t u r e  is also c o m m i t t e d  to the present 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  plan. Th e  p oint b e i n g  m a d e  is that there is still a strong 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m i t m e n t  w i t h  a s p e c i fi c  plan of a c t i o n  e m p h a s i z i n g  the 

in f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  ac t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of farms c o m m i t t e d  to date, and the 

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o t h e r  a c ti v i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  to d e m o n s t r a t e  reliability. It 

also seems to me, as the G o v e r n o r  p r e s e n t e d  his sp e e c h  at the A g ri c u l t u r a l 

S y m p o s i u m , that he was s e t t i n g  the s tage for fu t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n ts .  Again, 

the p o i n t  is a c o n t i n u e d  st r o n g  c o m m i t m e n t  to A l a s k a  a g r i c u l t u r e  and let me 

h a s t e n  to a d d  that we in the Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  are anxious to assist 

in w h a t e v e r  c o u r s e  of action the state takes.

It a p p ears, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the p r i m e  reason a g r i c u l t u r e  was sl o w  to d e v e l o p  

d u r i n g  the 1 96 0 ' s  and e a r ly  1 9 7 0’s, was a l a c k  of state support. What 

su p p o r t  was p re s e n t ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  the D i v i s i o n  of Agr i c ul t u r e ,  was 

s o m e t i m e  o v e r s h a d o w e d  by o t he r  interests; Di risions or D ep a r t m e n t s  that had 

e i t h e r  a s t r o n g e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or p o w e r  to o v e r r i d e  some agr i c u l t u ra l  

efforts. A n o t h e r  re a s o n  was that this r e s o u r c e  d i d  not r e c e i v e  much 

a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  v a r i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  or l e g i s l a t u r e s.  T h i s  was noted by 

the S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s  and was the primary 

re a s o n  chey s u b m i t t e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  to the G o v o r n o r  in the fall of 1976 

a s k i n g  h i m  to t ake a p e r s on a l  interest in A l a s k a’s agriculture. I guess we 

w i l l  n e v er  k n o w  if tha t p a r t i c u l a r  r e s o l u t i o n  h a d  any impact on what 

hap pe n e d ,  b u t  it was onl y  a few w e e k s  l a t e r  that a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 

G o v e r n o r  c a l l e d  a l ar g e  g r o u p  of us t og e t h e r  to d i s c u s s  A l a s k a  agriculture, 

its p o t e n t i a l ,  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  and co n c e r n s  that s h o u l d  be addressed. A  task 

force a c t i o n  w a s  start e d  thro u g h  the G o v e r n o r ' s  Ad hoc C o u n c i l  and it went 

f o r w a r d  b e ca u s e ,  I believe, of the powers that w e r e  g iven to the effort by 

the G o v e r n o r .  T h e  A d  hoc g r o u p  e v o l v e d  to the A A A C  and it had the power or 

a u t h o r i t y  to o b t a i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s tate d e p a r t m e n t s  and divisions, 

eve n to the p o i n t  of d e m a n d ing action to m a i n t a i n  p r o j ec t s  and other efforts 

on an e f f e c t i v e  schedule. This was a p p r o p r i a t e  to m e e t  the stato's 

c o m m i t m e n t  to this industry.



H a v i n g  w o r k e d  in A l a s k a  for the pas t  18 years on such ac t i v i ti e s ,  it is m y  

c o n v i c t i o n  this power, e x e r c i s e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  gu i d e d  by 

the C o u n c i l ,  is the p r i m a ry  reason this r e s o u r c e  m o v e d  to the present p o i nt  

of d e v e l o p m e n t .  I b e l i e v e the loss of this type of e n d o r s e m e n t  before the 

i n d u s t r y  b e c o m e s  full grown ma y  w e l l  b r i n g  A l a s k a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  efforts to 

a l e v el  that w i l l  be dif f i c u l t  for it to c o m p e t e  w i t h  o t h e r  forces.

R e m e m b e r  that A l a s k a  ag r i c u l tu r e  doe s  no t  ha v e  d e p a r t m e n t  status and the 

C o u n c i l ' s  r o l e  the past several y e a r s  has to some e x t e n t  h e l p e d  overcome 

this l a c k  o f  position. I m ig h t  add it has b e e n  an e c o n o m i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w h e n  w e  note its a ccomplishments.

T h e  C o u n c i l  al s o  b e c a m e  a forum for action. It wa s  (and is) a vehicle to 

r a p i d l y  r e v i e w  ideas, concepts, and b a s ic  needs for a f l e d g l i n g  industry as 

it s t r u g g l e s  to bot h  emerge into, as w e l l  as c atch up with, the 2 0 th 

c e n tury. T h i s  process has placed t r e me n d o u s  p r e s s u r e  on this effort and the 

n ee d  to r a p i d l y  r e s p o n d  is critical. M o s t  o f  us f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  the 

c r i t i c a l  m a r g i n  r e la t i v e  to this A l a s k a  resource. Th e  o n l y  way, I believe, 

to k e e p  this m a r g i n  f r o m  b e c o mi n g  m o r e  n a r r o w  is by w o r k i n g  through an 

a c t i o n  g r o u p  such as the Council. A  g r o u p  that has the p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n to 

m o n i t o r  a n d r e a c t  to the industry's e m e r g i n g  needs. T h i s  ca l l s  again for 

s p e c i a l  p o w e r s  and m i s s i o n  o b j e c t i v e s  w h i c h  the C o u n c i l  has to date had as 

w o r k i n g  tools.

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  that has e n h a n c e d  the p r e s e n t  effo rt s  has b een the C o u n c i l ' s  

a b i l i t y  to b r i n g  to the industry's a s s i s t a n c e  e x c e l l e n t  a u t h o r i ti e s  that can 

d ea l  w i t h  b o t h  in and out of s tate factors r e l a t i v e  t~ A l a s k a ' s  d e v e l o p i n g  

a g r i c u l t u r e.  O v e r  the years, we h a v e  bee n  fairly t r a d i t i o na l ,  relative to 

a g r i c u l t u r e  in Alaska, w h i le  the rest of the w o r l d  has r a p i d l y  m oved 

forward. I p e r s o n a l l y  mak e  q u it e  an e f f o r t  to stay s o m e w h a t  current on 

w o r l d  m a r k e t s  and yet I c o n tinue to be amazed the fast pace a g r i c ulture 

m o v e s  in this part of the ma r k e t  place, e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  the past 1 0  years.

It is i m pe r a t i v e  that we u n d e r s t a n d  these forces in the e v e n t  that some da y  

w e  m i K h t  be a part of them, oven on a small scale. T h e  Counc i l ,  to date, 

has b e e n  the p r i m o r v  g r ou p  to fill this role.

R e l a t i v e  to intr a st a t e  activities, the C o u n c i l  has a gain been the m o v i n g

force to c o o r d i n a t e  d e / e l o p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  on projects, bot h  l and d e v e l o p m e n t  

and f a c i l ities. The n e w  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e  is p r o b a b l y  the m o s t  rocont 

example. M a y  I c o m p l i m e n t  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and l e g i s l a t u r e  for this

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  but let mo s u g g es t  that you did it thro ug h  a very active

AAAC.

I a p p r e c i a t e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r o v i d e  b a c k g r o u n d  f r o m  my o b s e r v a t i on s  and 

my e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the Aa AC. I b e l i o v e  the Council, w i t h  the role it has 

come to play, is a c r i tical o r g a n i z a t i o n  if the a g r i c u l t u r a l  industry is to 

c o n t i n u e  to evo l v e  and I beli o v e  there is a c o m m i t m e n t  as stated p r e v i o u sl y  

for that p u r pose. This in no w a y  slights o t h e r  interests, such as the 

D i v i s i o n  of Agr i c u l tu r e ,  which als o  is c r it i c a l  to this e f f o r t  and has don e  

an e x c e l l e n t  job. T h e  Council, h o w ever, i_s s t r o n g l y  m i s s i o n  o r i 'nted a l o n g 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  needs of the industry. It does net run the risk of h a v i n g  

its e n e r g i e s  d i v e r t e d  into o ther a c t iv i t i e s  m o r e  c o m m o n  to the m a i n t e n a n c e  

of the i n d u s t r y  and the services the state p r o v i d e s  a l o n g  those lines.
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T h e  C o u n c i l  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  at least f o r  some future p e r i o d  if not as a 

p e r p e t u a l  group, and h a v e  the p o w e r  to b r i n g  toget h e r  ot h e r s  w hen necessary 

to k e e p  a c t i v i t i e s  m o v i n g  on a t i m e l y  b asis and f i n a l l y  the support, both 

l e g i s l a t i v e l y  and f i n a n c i a l l y  to c a r r y  out its mission.

S t a t e  C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t

U S D A  - Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  Service

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
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SB 339: "An Act repealing the expiration date of the Alaska Agricultural

Action Council; and p* eviding for an effective date."

SB 358: "An Act amending the expiration date of the Alaska Agricultural

Action Council
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The Administration supports the development of Alaska's agricultural 

industry through an integrated management system tha' will encourage all 

phases of development. Line agencies within the Departments of Commerce 

and Economic Development, Natural Resources, and Transportation and 

Public Facilities will provide this support.

1. Agriculture has come of age.

With 130,000 tillable acres currently in private hands and 130,000 

acres of range leases, plus rapidly increasing activities in 

horticulture, poultry, fur farming and meat processing, agriculture 

deserves the same product management support in the form of advocacy, 

economic analysis and market support that other industrial sectors 

receive through line office and division associations with Commerce.

2. Agriculture is increasingly an integrated industry.

Horizonta1 ly, agriculture ranges from egg production to reindeer 

herding. Vertically, it moves from seed production to barley, to 

multiple livestock, to meat processing, to in-state and export 

marketing. It is developing support service industries. Admin­

istratively, it should be structured such that all aspects of 

market integration are addressed.

3. Agriculture needs a market orientation.

Alaskan agriculture supplies only 20% of the in™state fluid milk 

market, 2% of the beef, 3% of the pork and 10% of the eggs. Yet, 

130,000 acres provides the potential to supply 75% of the fluid 

milk, 25% of the beef, 40% of the pork and 60% of the eggs. 

Agriculture needs a major market orientation which matches the 

production orientation. The Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development is using marketing as the catalyst for all of its 

advocacy divisions.

4. Agricultural development is a three-legged stool.

The department has been designated as the State's lead agency in 

the area of economic development. Yet, development clearly in­
volves three functions: land management and disposal are clearly

within the jurisdiction of DNR, infrastructure is the responsi­
bility of D0T&PF and Commerce's responsibility is product management. 

Development of agriculture requires strong stoite support in product 

management.
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5. The department's advocacy offices fall into three categories. 

Enterprise and International Trade deal with small business de­

velopment and Alaska's commercial relationship with foreign countries. 

Energy and Minerals Development relate to nonrenewable resources. 

Tourism and Fisheries Development relate to Alaska's renewable 
resources, y et  without a commitment to forestry and agriculture,

the renewable resource commitment is fragmented and shallow.

6. The department is demonstrating its commitment of objective economic 

analysis in the field of agriculture and forestry. Since December 1, 

the department has released an economic assessment of Alaskan 

agriculture, plus 15 monographs on agriculture and forestry. The 

department is committed to building an economic data base, fore­

casting, and economic analysis for each advocacy sector. Forestry 

and Agriculture are the only two regions where this research is

left without an implementing agency.

Richard A. Lyon, Commissioner
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Department of 

Commerce & Economic Development

Department of 

Natural Resources

Department of 

Transportation & Public facilities

"Product Management" "Land Management"

Advocacy

Economic Analysis 
Marketing

Land Disposal 

Clearing Loans 

Soil & Seed Testing 

Project Management

Access Roads 

& Bridges 

Ut i 1i ties 

Railroad

Facilities tfjnagement

Product Management Activities 

Advocacy:

1. Continue and expand outreach programs wi 1 .1 grain fanners, dairy industry, experiment station and extension 

service.

2. Develop associations w'.th livestock association, horticulture, fur fanning end Native interests.

3. Expand ties with international community and in-state e n t r e p r e ne ur s , particularly in the area of processing,

support industries and financing.

4. Organize commodity councils.

Economic Analyses:

1. Long-range economic forecasting.

?. Building economic data base and objective economic analysis of industries and projects.

Marketi ng:

1. Develop and implement marketing strategies.

2. Perform market analyses.

3. Identify competitive force.
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1 9 8 4 B e l t z  R o o m  

R o o m  2 1 1 ,  C a p i t o l

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r  

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  

S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  

S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i

C A L E N D A R

S E  3 2 2  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L o a n

B o a r d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

S B  3 4 2  A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L o a n  A c t .

S B  3 3 9  A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e

A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

S B  3 5 8  A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a

A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l .

B r i e f i n g  o n  B r i s t o l  B a y  C o o p e r a t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n

S B  3 3 9

V i n c e  0  R e i l l y ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  S B  3 3 9 .  H e  s t r e s s e d  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  a n  

e m p h a s i s  o n  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  i n - s t a t e  m a r k e t  n e e d s .  A  M e m o r a n d u m  

o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  t h a t  w o u l d  d i v i d e  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  

b e t w e e n  t h e  D e p a i t m e n t s  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  C o m m e r c e  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  A l s o ,  b y  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h o s e  d u t i e s  t o  l i n e  a g e n c i e s ,  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  w o u l d  

b e  p l a c e d  o n  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t  m a r k e t i n g .



S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  m o v e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  3 3 9 ,  a n d  m o v e  i t  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n .

S B  3 4 2

A l e x  S h a d u r a ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  S B  3 4 2 ,  s u p p o r t i n g  

h o r t i c u l t u r e  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y .  

H e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a s  

" g r o w t h  i n  g r e e n h o u s e s  o r  n u r s e r i e s "  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e  w a s  r e s t r i c t i v e .

S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  m o v e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  3 4 2 ,  a n d  m o v e d  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n .

S B  3 2 2

S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  m o v e d  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n .

F r a n k  R u e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  

a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t ,  R e s o u r c e  A l l o c a t i o n s ,  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a  b r i e f  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e  

t o  t h e  d r a f t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  B r i s t o l  B a y  C o o p e r a t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  

P l a n . C h a n g e s  w e r e  m a d e  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  o i l  a n d  g a s  l e a s i n g ,  

m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s .  M a n y  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g u i d e l i n e s  w e r e  s e e n  a s  t o o  s p e c i f i c  a n d  w e r e  

d r o p p e d  o r  r e w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t .  S e n a t o r  S t u r q u l e w s k i  

a n d  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  h a d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  

p r o c e s s  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  a  m o r e  i n - d e p t h  r e p o r t  o n  h o w  L e g i s l a t i v e  

a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  l a n d s  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p l a n .

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  4 : 3 8  p m .



M a r c h  22, 1984

Senator Jan Faiks 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Faiks;

On behalf o f all of the farmers in the group from Delta Junction, we would 
like to express our thanks to you for your time and for the most 
stimulating discussion we had on agriculture related issues yesterday.
Keep up the good work!

We discussed the sponsor substitute for Senate Bill 45, which would allow 
farmers of the state a five vear period to develop their farms and while 
actively doing so, the payments and interest on the land would be tolled. 
Our discussion led us to the subject of the Alaska Agricultural Action 
Council and we expressed to you some of the reasons why we are not 
pleased with the performance of that agency. We might note that the 
Council, at the lower levels, has been doing an outstanding job.
However, because of lack of support from the top, this work has been 
limited to controlling the quality of work being done in clearing on the 
Delta I and Delta II tracts. We have listed below some of our grievances 
with the Alaska Agricultural Action Council.

It is our opinion that the Conc.il is not acting to develop markets either in 
state or out of state. They should be doing the following:

A. Contacting end users of feed grains or by getting buyers and 
sellers together.

B. Promoting the red meat industries, working with local groups 
such as the FFA or the 4H.

C. Getting rape seed production underway by

1. Developing test marketing plans;

2. Seeking contracts for the growing of rape seed as 
requested by at least two farmers in the Delta area;

3. Contacting foreign companies who are the producers and
end users of vegetable oils;

4. Investigating the feasibility and availability of in state 
crushing facilities for rape seed;

5. Getting herbi :ides cleared for use in Alaska.

NOTF: The rape seed potential is so great that in Canada 
it is the Number 2 cash producer in farm sales.



D. Assessing the economic progress of the farms and making
recommendations. Requests for such a study have been made as 
long as six months ago and no evidence exists that any work has 
been done in this area.

F. Working with the farmers and agriculture businesses to see that
legislation is progressing to aid those try ing to promote
agriculture in Alaska. The plight of the Delta II farms is a 
good example. The council is not actively pursuing any form of 
salvage efforts in this area.

G. Transportation— a great need exists for getting feed grains out
and fertilizer and supplies in to Delta farmers. Nothing is being
done to streamline or economize these facilities.

H. Promoting and assisting the dairy industry including cattle 
procurement, equipment, processing, transportation, etc.

I. Liason— keeping concerned parties informed on the current status
of agricultural issues.

In summary, there exists a great need for agricultural action and 
promotion. Because there appears to be little or no activity from the 
Alaska Agricultural Action Council, the burden of implementing the steps 
mentioned above reverts to us; the producers, transportation users, etc. 
Perhaps this is where they belonged in the first place!

We are getting great responses here in the Capitol from all those who we
are contacting. We are working on developing markets, streamlining
transportation, and getting legislative assistance, e tc.,  etc.

It is therefore our opinion that the Council should either be eliminated or 
revitalized to accomplish the tasks for which it was intended. The Alaska 
Agricultural Action Council should be more than just a social affair.

Again, thank you for your time and please contact us if  there is any way 
you feel we could be helpful.

Yours very tr u ly .



Governor Sheffield
Commissioner Lyon, Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development
Commissioner Wunnike, Department of Natural Resources 
Carl Am strup, Alaska Agriculture Action Council 

-Senator Fahrenkamp 
Senator P. Fischer 
Senator Josephson 
Senator Kerttula 
Senator Moss 
Senator Mulcahy 
Senator Sturgulev/ski 
Representative Abood 
Representative Adams 
Representative Barnes 
Representative Bettisworth 
Representative Bussell 
Representative Hayes 
Representative Shultz 
Representative Ward
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