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HJR 55, Relating to the 1984 Yukon Quest sled dog race.
Briefing by Kelly Ross on land management and planning.
HIJR 56
Representative Mike Davis, sponsor of the resolution, spoke in
support, explaining that it con.mends arid encourages this 1000
mile sled dog race from Fairbanks to Whitehorse that begins
February 24, 1984.
Senator Sturgulewski moved that the resolution be passed out
with individual vrecommenda tions. There was no objection.

James Jenks Deputy Director, Resource Development Council
introduced Kelly Ross.

Kelly Ross, County Commissioner, Curry County, Oregon, compared
Oregonls comprehensive land u"se plan to the proposed” Bristol
Bay Cooperative Management Plan. He cautioned that the Bristol
Bay plan be made flexible enough to allow development of other
resources in the event that the fish and wildlife resources are

naturally depleted.

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm.



BILL SUMMARY

HJR 56 - Relating to the 1984 Yukon Quest sled dog race.
SPONSORS: Davis, Bettisworth, Shultz, Ringstad,
Koponen and M.W. Miller

"solves that the Legislature recognize, conmend, and encourage the
.ALaska-Yukon Trail Association as it stages the Yukon Quest, an epic
".".,00 mile sled dog race between Fairbanks and Whitehorse, beginning
February 25, 1984. The dog race takes place in commemoration of the
25th Anniversary of Alaska Statehood.
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f MEMORANDUWM

TO: Senate Resources Committee Members
FROM: Senate Resources Committee Staff
RE: Committee Meeting, February 8, 1984
DATE: February 7, 1984

At the request of the Resources Development Council, the
Senate Resources Committee has 1invited Kelly Ross, a former
aide to Mark Hatfield and now a county commissioner 1in Curry
County, Oregon, to share his views on Jland management with
committee members. Mr. Ross has had extensive experience with
the Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission, an
entity charged with developing statewide goals and guidelines
for land use planning. Based on this experience, he will brief
the Senate Resources Committee and the Senate Special
Agriculture Committee on agriculture and land planning 1issues.
The meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 8, at 3:00 pm
in the Beltz Room. Attached are two articles written by Mr.
Ross.

Prior to the briefing by Kelly Ross, the Committee will
consider HJR 56, which commends and encourages the Alaska-Yukon
Trail Association as it stages the Yukon Quest. The first
annual Yukon Quest, a 1000 miia sled dog race over the Gold
Rush Era route from Fairbanks to Whitehorse, will begin
February 25, 1984,



1,000 MILES over the G 0L D K U S H TEATIL

FAI RBANSKS to WHITEHOTRSE

FEBRUARY 25, 19 8 4

$50, 000 Projected Prize Money

Inexpensive to run —Easy logistics
Road Access to most checkpoints —600 miles of pavement. Fairbanks to Whitehorse

Standard long distance rules with a few notable exceptions as follows:

1) Twelve dogs starting maximum, eight dogs starting minimum.

2) Three dogs drop limit. lo> '
3) Same sled or toboggan, start to finish.

4) Food pickup and dog drops at only six points.

5) Mandatory 36-hour layover at Dawson.

6) Small parcel of promotional freight mandatory load.

Be apartofHistory! Sign up now to enter this 1stAnnual Race!

, \
Inc.
ACASICA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 10315
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710

(907) 452-7954

For information write:



1000 MILES over the GOLD RUSH TRAIL
1st Annual FAIRBANKS—WHITEHORSE SLED DOG RACE

On February 25th, 19S4 the Gold Rush Era route from Fairbanks to W hitehorse will once again know the footfall
of sled dogs and the near silent hiss of runners over snow. Reliving history, intrepid drivers will hit the trail in quest
of adventure and wealth much the same as did turn-of-the-century gold seekers.

POTENTIAL

Thb:seventcan become the richest, most internationally famous yearly spectacle for Fairbanks, Dawson, W hitehorse
and other towns between. A decade of long distance sled dog racing has dramatically demonstrated the wealth of
dollars and attention that such a happening can bring to involved communities. It has become a multi-million dollar
industry upon which the eyes of the world focus each winter. Newspapers, magazines, radio and television networks
from around the globe vie to cover the one existing race. This feeds community pride. It also provides what amounts
to fabulous, free advertising for the community and event the like of which no money could buy.

The value of tourism to Interior Alaska and the Yukon hardly needs comment. The Fairbanks to W hitehorse
Race could give the towns a vital economic boost during normally slow winter months. But to realize this economic
potential a turn-about from the normal limits of thinking and involvement concerning sled dog races is required.
Thought and action must now take on a grand dimension to fit the event and its unquestioned possibilities.

The lIditarod became a success in spite of Anchorage apathy and skepticism, not because of its support. It took
ten years to really come of age. However, this Fairbanks to Whitehorse Race can enjoy success immediately if the
towns will push it from the outset. There must be investment to gain return. The pump must be primed.

No less valuable than economic gain are the following: 1) enhancement of community pride, spirit and energy;
2) rejuvenation of winter moral during race festivities and com petition; 3) creation of local folk heros with whom
one may identify a -cl follow during the contest; 4) strengthening of the fraternal spirit that has always bound the
people of Interior Alaska and those of the Yukon Territory.



THE RACE

The route shown on the map on the previous page will start in Fairbanks and W hitehorseonalternate years.

Established long distance rules will be followed in general. However, a few important differencesdo exist both within
the rules and with the course which makes this race interesting and unique.

Teams are limited to twelve dogs starting maximum.

No more than three dogs may be dropped per team.

A mandatory 36 hour layover will be taken by all teams at Dawson.

The same sled must be driven from start to finish.

Food pickups and dog drops at only six points along the route, four of which are well over 100 miles apart,
one being over 200. (This could enhance the chances of a driver long on bush skills but short on space age equipment
and technology.)

A small load of promotional freight will be mandatory.

WHAT IS NEEDED

Mushers and teams are poised and ready. W hat is needed in addition for the Fairbanks to W hitehorse Race to

become a recognized major sporting spectacle and a revenue producer is the following:

1

2)

3)

4)

Fairbanks and W hitehorso government officials and businesses must make the start and finish of the race not
only well run but as colorful and big time as possible. Show the towns off to best advantage for visitors and media.
A budget must be acquired sufficient to fund the organizing, officiating, trail work, checkpoints, logistics, transpor-
tation, communications, promotion and advertising, fuel, supplies and equipment, veterinarians, drawing and
awards banquets, start and finish lines organizations, wages and fees, etc.

Prize money equal to the magnitude of the race must be available in order to give the contest prestige necessary
to attract top name teams.

Talent from the communities must step forward to give of their time and energy to serve in various positions
and committees below.

Executive Director

Race Manager

Race Marshall

Trail Managers, trail workers, checkers for Alaska and Yukon

Food Drops Managers for Alaska and Yukon

Dog Drops Managers for Alaska and Yukon

Fairbr '<ss Banquet and Drawing Chairman/W hitehorse Banquet and Awards Chairman
Fairbanks Race Start Manager/W hitehorse Race Finish Manager

Race Communications Headquarters Managers for Alaska and Yukon
Race Central Office Managers for Alaska and Yukon year round offices
Hams for Alaska a, 0 Yukon

Publicity and Promotions Managers foi Alaska and Yukon

Finance Managers for Alaska and Yukon

Veterinarians for Alaska and Yukon

Musher housing pre and post race for Alaska and Yukon

Typing and Printing for Alaska and Yukon

THE MECHANISM

Limited stock is being sold which entitles the stockholder to vote for the board of directors. Inquiries are welcomed.

General corporation meetings and board meetings are held as needed (which is often nowadays).

For more information call LcRoy Shank at 488-9763.



FASRBANKS-WHITEHOP.SE sled dog race

SOME THOUGHTS ON DOING YOUR SHARE

There's no reason our race can't be as successful as the Iditarod. If

so, checkpoint villages and businesses along the way will benefit in many
ways. Two ways are: 1) an influx of people - hoardes in the more accessible
places - that can make slow winter business erupt into a beehive of activity.
2) advertising you could never buy with any amount of money as media

from around the globe zeroes in.

Bringing off the first race will be the hardest. Along the Iditarod Tralil
before the first race, a few had vision and faith in the new idea and

threw their weight behind the effort. Some entered eagerly and generously
into preparations and staging of the event.

On the other hand, skeptics and the apathetic stood back and took a

"show me" attitude. Others lay back and watched workers give of themselves
to put the race on then reaped the fruits of the workers' labors after

the race became successful.

Bringing off the Iditarod was and still is a gigantic undertaking. Over
800 volunteers in "the Iditarod family" annually make it possible. Our
new race too will require a banding together of all of us to make it successful.

When organizers, workers, and officials come to your area on race missions,
please support and encourage them in any way you can. Remember,

they are volunteers. They're giving unselfishly of their personal resources
to make it all work. What they're doing will probably never do anything

for them monetarily. But if you have a business, what these people are
doing will make you money down the road. Please go out of your way

to give to them, not just profit from their need for transportation, lodging
and food. Make your money later from race followers, media and from

the increase of awareness race media coverage will generate.

Like any good team, we must all pull together.



Three more mushers sign on

Organizers of the Yukon Quest sled
dog race say they have reached the
halfway point in raising the $50,000
purse for the Fairbanks-to-
Whitehorse race.

Jim Bennett, chairman of the board
of the Alaska-Yukon T ail Associa-
tion, said Tuesday that the associa-
tion has raised nearly half of the purse
through sponsor donations, musher
fees, association membership fees
and the sale of race memorabilia.

Bennett said that by the end of the
week he hopes to be able to guarantee
the entire purse.

The association picked up its
second major sponsor on Friday when
Leo Schlotfeldt of Sourdough Fuel
Inc. donated $5,000. A week earlier
Samson Hardware donated S10.000.
Bennett said that the Alaska Feed
Company has donated $1,000 toward
the purse.

Bennett also announced Tuesday
that the starting field for the Feb. 25
race has increased to eight.

Sonny Lindner of Johnson River, a
veteran of four lditarod races, offi-
cially registered for the event Friday,
and Chris Whaley of College paid his
$500 entry fee Tuesday.

Tuesday night the association re-

y,

ceived word from Whitehorse that
musher Senley Yuili of Whitehorse
had registered.

Jan. 3l is the entry deadline for the
race.

Murray Clayton of Haines was the
first musher to sign up for the 1,000-
mile race. Other registered mushers
arc David Klumb of Fairbanks. Bruce

Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska; Wednesday, December 28, 1983—3

Johnson of British Columbia, Joe Ru-
nyan of Tanana and Steve Haver of
Nenana.

Bennett said that he expected
several more mushers toregister this
week and more Canadian mushers
also are expected to sign up with the
Yukon-Alaska Trail Association be-
fore the end of the year.
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Yukon %uest promoters report
purse near
racers signed.
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I'ngc 3

Rev. Jesse Jackson slated to visit
Fairbanks on presidential cam-
paign swing late next imnth.
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Northwest company gels permit to

continue importing Canadian

nauiral gas through already-

constructed portions of gas line.
a
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Alaska-Yukon Trail Association
will hold an open house reception
starting at noon Friday at its head-
quarters at 552\Z Second Ave.

Bennett cnc*- ged anyone in-
terested in findi..B,,jt about the race
and the Alaska-Yukon Trail Associa-
tion to attend.
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0S: race to

By BOB ELEY
ports Editor

The 1,000-mile Fairbanks-to-
Whitehorse sled dog race was official-
ly named the “Yukon Quest” today at
an Alaska-Yukon Trail Association
press conference here.

A contest involving elementary
school children in Alaska and the
Yukon Territory was held to deter-
mine the name with association hoard
member LcRoy Shank given the
choice of making the final decision.

In explaining the name Shank said,
“Quest—to seek or search for. This

fits right in with the gi Id rush era.”

The theme ol the Yul.on Quest is to
commemorate the Uirn-of-llie-
century gold rush days.

“The pioneers came to tins gieat
Northland seeking and searching und
just took at what they touud. ' Shank
said. “And the Yukon River lies us all
together."”

In addition to announcing the name
of the race. Alaska-Yukon Trail As:: j-
ciation Board Chairman Jim Bennett
announced the logo and slogan foi the
initial race, which will start on Fib.
25.

nks, Alaska, Thurs

~Yukon

itenorse

“The logo com,bin-., ;l.c -Vi-ha ai. i
Yukon llags wild a dog 'earn pulliri.
its sled from one- Hag to too own
said Bennett.

Tite logo idea came from aa entry
submitted by Simon Mohntncd. i
sixtii grader in Haines Junction,
Yukon Territory, and has Ixvn sub-
mitted to a professional arii>i forfioal
draft. Mohumecd will icc-ive a parka
donated by Big Ray sof Fairbanks lor
his winning entry.

"I put the Alaskan and Yukon flags
together, it isa race between them.”
Mohumcd wrote on his entry lorni.

, December 22, 1983

Jest’

Bennett said that the official race
slogan Is “Challenge of the North."

I think that slogan not only applies
to the mushers, but also to the many
volunteers that have taken on this
large project,” Bennett said.

Raceorganizersarc preparing race
headquarters at 552MSecond Ave. for
an open house slated for Dec. 30. The
open house will start at noon.

“We geta lotof traffic through here
every day—mushers, sponsors,
volunteers,"” said Bennett. “We’d like
to open up the office and have every-

f oneintown come down and sec what's

going on.

Last week the association
announced its first major race spon-
sor when.Samson's hardware donated
$10,000 to the association, half of
which will go toward the projected
$j(i,lic0 purse and hall of wliicli will go
toward trail preparation.

Since then several other businesses
have stepped forward lo donate time
and money to make the race a sue
eess.

They include. Air North. Alaska
Fecit and lams Co., hiin Enterprises,

Yukon Office Supply, f.'hona Hot
Springs, Arctic Circle Hot Springs,
Eagle Commercial Co., Arctic Circle
General Store, Yukon Ttailing Post,
Sunshine Copters, iJonnybrool: Lum-
ber, Eagle Store. Fairbanks Kiwuuis,
Pastime Cafe. 'Jravcleii; Inn. Coop
Drug Store, Big Ray’s, Superior (’of
fee, Star nl tin- North Bakery, An tic
Travelers, anil Circle fiiliiv.

Alaska-Yukon Trail Association
memberships, race T shirts and in
formation regarding the race is avail-
able at the Second Avenue office or by
calling 452-7:151.
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Samson’s donates
$10,000 to big race

BOB ELEY
SyportsEdltor

Samson Hardware became the first
major sponsor of the 1,000-mile Fair-
banks-to-Whitehorse sled dog race to-
day when the store's general mana-
ger, Mark Weber, presented Alaska-
Yukon Trail Committee representa-
tive LeRoy Shank with $10,000.

The sponsorship includes $5,000 in
cash which will go toward what race
organizers say will be a purse of at
least $50,00(i. The other $5,000 was a
gift certificate for supplies to insure
that the trail is in proper condition.

The race will start Feb. 25in Fair-
banks.

In addition to the donation, Weber
said that all mushers in the race will
get a 25 percent discount on all
musher-relatcd supplies purchased
at the store.

"We became interested in the race
because we’re one of the oldest stores
in the Interior and we used to sell a lot
of equipment to miners who traveled
between Fairbanks and W hitehorse,"
Weber said.

The trail for the race will approxi-
mate the route miners used to travel
between the two cities during the gold
rush at the turn of the century.

Samson’s is celebrating its 80th
anniversary thisyear and the Alaska-
Yukon Trail Committee will present
Weber with the No. G membership
card in honor of the occassion.

“We’re one of the few businesses
that have been nround since the early
days of Fairbanks,” Weber said.
"Considering the history of the store
and the history of the gold rush, we
want to do our part in p.-omoting the
race and helping make sure thatitisa
success.

"Thisisgoingtobeagreateventfor

Fairbanks and ifeveryone inthe com-
munity gets behind it like I know they
can, itcan become as bigasthe Iditar-
od someday," Weber said. “The way
things are going right now, I’'m sure it
will be a big succes. from day one.

"1’'m impressed with the dedication
people in race organization have
shown," he added.

Therace isalso beginning to pick up
support from mushers throughout
Canada and Alaska.

The Whitehorse Sta in Wednes-
day’s edition that Idil irod veterans
Larry "Cowboy" Sm'th and Susan
Butcher have given support to the
race, although they both still plan to
run the Iditarod this year.

Smith said that that the Iditarod
will always be the king of the long dis-
tance races, but he added that many
mushers would compete in the Fair-
banks-to-Whitchorscsled dog race ev-
ery couple of years "if for no other
reason than to get a change of
scenery."

The newspaper article also said
that Butcher, who finished second in
the 1882 Iditarod, may enter the 1885
Fairbanks-to-Whitehorsc race.

The Fairbanks-to-Whitehorsc race
received its fourth official entry
Wednesday night when Nenana’s
Steve Haver paid his $500 entry fee.
Murray Clayton of Haines was the
first musher to register for the inau-
garal running of the race.

i)avid Klumb of Fairbanks was the
second musher to sign up, and Bruce
Johnson of British Columbia was the
first Canadian entrant.

Delta Junction’s Sonny Lindner,
who finished second in the 1081 Iditar-
od, said this week that he planstoen-
ter the race.
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Iditarod veteran to enter
Fairhanks-Whitehorse race

The 1,000-mile Fairbanks-to-
Whitehorse sled dog race will pick up
its first "Name” musher when Delta
Junction’s Sonny Lindr.ersigns up for
the first race later this week.

Lindner, who has run the lditarod
Trail Sled Dog Race from Anchorage
to Nome four times, said Monday he
intends to run the Fairbanks-to-
Whitehorse race and that he will take
carc of his entry fee and other race
registration details while in town this
week.

Lindner finished second in the 1081
Iditarod and had a third-place finish
in 1970. He finished 11th in his first
Iditarod in 1078.

Lindner lives north of Delta Junc-
tion on the Johnson Itiver.

Last year Lindner was among the
top 10 finishers in the Iditarod.

“lwanttosupportarace thatstarts
in Fairbanks and this is the first

opportunity I’ve had todoit," Lindner.

said in a telephone interview

Lindner said that the new race,
slated to start Feb. 24, will be a lot
different than the Iditarod.

There are now only seven check-
points along the trail, which will
approximate the historic trail that
miners used to get from Whitehorse to
Fairbanks during the gold rush days
at tne turn of the century.

SONNY LINDNER

Tosupport Fairbanks race

Lindner said that despite the lack of
snow, he’s been able to train his dogs.
He said he would probably start the
event with 10 dogs.

Three mushers have officially
signed up for the race. Murray
Clayton of Haines was the first
musher to pay the $800 entry fee.
David Klumb of Fairbanks has also
signed up, and, last week, Bruce
Johnson of British Columbia became
the first Canadian musher to enter.



sets Feb.

By BOB ELEY
Sports Editor

With each day, the proposed Fair-
banks-to-Whltehorse sled dog race is
looking more like a sure thing.

Last weekend several members of
the newly created Sourdough Trail In-
ternational, Inc.. the corporation re-
sponsible for administering the race,
travelled to Whitehorse to discuss
race guidelines. The two groups
agreed upon several key items at a
meeting last Saturday

Most important is the setting of
Feb. 25. 1S84, as the starting date for
the approximately i.000-mile race
that should last from two to three
weeks.

The 1985 race will start in
Whitehorse and finish in Fairbanks.

"We’re all very pleased with how
enthusiastic everyone in Whitehorse
was during the meeting.” said Jim
Bennett, chairman of the board of
Sourdough Trail International Inc.,
after being filled in on the WTiitchorse
meeting at a board of directors meet-
ing Tuesday night.

Other points agreed on are:

e Putting a 12-dog limit on all en-
tries.

e If a musher has to drop more
than three dogs from his team, he'll
be out of the race.

« Mushers v.ill 0nly be allowed to
use one sled.

« There will bo a 30-plus-hour
layover in Dawson City.

"We feel we need to have these

rules in order to give everyone a bet-
ter chance to compete,” said LcRoy
Shank, one of the board members who
went to Whitehorse.

The race will start in Fairbanks, go
up the Chena River along the historic
Chena Hot Springs Trail and beyond
to Arctic Circle Hot Springs, Central
and Circle City. From there, the
mushers would travel along the
Yukon River to Eagle. Dawson,
Yukon Territory, and on to
Whitehorse via the historic Dawson
Trail.

Another agreement is that there
will only be seven checkpoints along
the route. That means the mushers
will have to be capabie woodsmen in
addition to capable dog-handlers.

Over the next month race organiz-
ers will attempt to refine the final reg-
ulations governing the race, but Ben-
nett said the next step in getting the
race off the ground is getting the Alas-
ka-Yukon Trail Association orga-
nized.

On Thursday night the associa-
tion—which is responsible for making
sure the trail is ready for the event-
wili hold a general meeting at 7:30 at
Ryan Junior High. All those in-

terested inthe race arc encouraged to
attend

The Alaska-Yukon Trail Associa-
tion is a nonprofit organization inde-
pendent of Sourdough Trail Interna-
tional. Inc. The main responsibility of
the Trail Association is t" prepare the
race route.

A similar organization, the Yukon-
Alaska Trail Association, has been
stai ted in Whitehorse under the direc-
tion of Lorrina and Gord Mitchell.

Rod Perry, who has competed in the
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race from
Anchorage to Nome on several occa-
sions. has proposed that a memorial
to the sled dog be built in front of the
visitor's center in the cities at buth
ends of the trail, with race partici-

pants carrying a piece of the monu-
mcnt’s base with them during the
race.

The top of the monument would fea-
ture a sled dog, and as each musher
arrived at the finish line another piece
of the base would be put in place
around a cement floor.

"It would.takC-BCveral years to
complete.” Perry said of the prop-
osed monument. "Hut it would he a
tourist attraction and something that



FAIRBANKS TO WHITEHORSE—Several people involved in planning for the 1984 sled
dog race to Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, met in the Canadian city last week to talk about
guidelines for the race and set a date. At the top from left to right are LeRoy Shank of
Fairbanks. Rod Perry of Anchorage, Wendy Waters of Whitehorse: below from the leftare
Bud Smyth of Fairbanks, Lorrinc Mitchell and Gord Mitchell of Whitehorse and Rodger
Williams of Fairbanks. (Whitehorse Star photo)

IHI

Perry said a monument such as the
one he is proposing is important to
show the people the "role the sled dog
has played in the development of the
Great North Land." and to demons-
trate the philosophy behind the race.

"The idea of the race is to bring
back the spirit of the Great North
Land when there were no real bound-
aries between the two countries.”" he
said. "The sled dog played a very im-
portant role in creating the image of
those times."

Perry, wh" was involved instarting
the lditarod, said he felt the race will
be a success, but its true success will
depend on the participation c.”the peo-
ple in Fairbanks. Whitehorse arid trie
communities along the race route.

"The mushers and dogs can go the
distance, that’s already been
proven," Perry said Tuesday night.
"But for the race to reach its full
potential the people of Fairbanks and
Whitehorse have to become involved.

"The Iditarod experienced about a
decade of frustration before Anchor-
age really got involved," he added,
"Hopefully the people of Fairbanks
and Whliehorsc will jump right right
in from the start because an event like
this can be a real boost to the winter
economy—and | think both places
need that.”



ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC

P.O. Box 10315
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710
(907) 452-7954

December 19, 1983
TIE RACE IS ON!

Seasons Greetings and Congratulations,

You are a charter member in what is rapidly becoming a "World Class"”
event. Several mushers liave signed up and many more are expected to enter soon.

Our race organization is formed and is working out of Race Headquarters.
(652*3 Second Avenue, upstairs in Carousel building) phone 452-7954.

A race name has been chosen and a logo has been selected from a school
child"s entry. The official name is Yukon Quest. Much consideration was given
to many suggested names.

As is defined in dictionaries, quest is to search or seek for. Pioneers
came for specifically that reason - to search and seek gold and adventure along
the Yukon River - the great highway of the north. This race is truly a quest;

a quest for adventure and gold at the end of the trail.

Membership is progressing nicely, thanks to people like you. Now that
people know this race is definitely taking place, they want to support a major
international event taking place in their own backyard. Any requests for member—
ship can be directed to our office.

Many sponsors have stepped forward already and we are working on collecting
many more. We will take this opportunity to thank the sponsors that have helped
us to this day. Give"em a big hand folks, without them we wouldn"t be anywhere
close to where we are now.

Samson®s Hardware Donnybrook Lumber
Air North Eagle Store
Alaska Feed and lams Co. Fairbanks Kiwanis
1049 Enterprises Pastime Cafe
Yukon Office Supply Traveler®s Inn
Chena Hot Springs Co-op Drug Store
Arctic Circle Hot Springs Dig Ray"s

Eagle Cotrmercial Co. Superior Coffee
Arctic Circle General Store Star of the North Bakery
Yukon Trading Post Arctic Travelers
Sunshine Copters Circle Utility

Alaska-Yukon Trail Association realizes it takes money to put on a race
of this magnitude. For that reason we have hired Mr. RonNord as our Director of
Sales and Advertising. Mr. Nord is very enthusiastic andis approaching his job
with an all-out effort. We are very pleased to have him on board.

A special thanks goes out to all those volunteers who.are working tirelessly
day and night to help Yukon Quest become a reality.

Much more is happening as the race date draws closer. If you would like
first-hand information please feel free to come by your race headquarters and talk
with the staff.

Merry Christmas
ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION



Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 10315
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710

December 1, 1983

Dear Musher:

The Fairbanks-Whitehorse Race is on! This winter the Alaska-Yukon Trail Association of Alaska and
the Yukon-Alaska Trail Association of Yukon Territory, Canada, are presenting an International Sled Dog
Race of approximately 1,000 miles. The race will start February 25, 1984, in Fairbanks, Alaska and will
end in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. It is designed to provide an authentically historical experience that
will more thoroughly test the abilities of dogs r.nd mushers in the skills actually used in former days. This
race commemorates the do-or-die races for riches that took place between the Klondike and the gold fields
of Interior Alaska near the turn of the century and the mutual cooperation between Yukon and Alaska.
Since the pioneer racers on the trails of old were required to be somewhat self-sufficient, our race, in the
interest of historical accuracy, has been designed to test that quality in the teams which compete. This
design has produced a race that is and should continue to be unique due to a greater distance between
checkpoints, limits on dogs and dog drops, limits on technological advantage, and more affordability and
accessibility to the competitors.

In general we have endeavored to use established long distance racing rules but due to the unique nature
of the race there are the following distinctive differences:

(1) Since there arc fewer checkpoints at which to receive dog food and make dog drops and since some
of the checkpoints are over 200 miles apart, there will generally be a larger dog food minimum hauling
requirement.

(2) To enhance the accessibility and attainability of this race and since dog teams have traditionally been
somewhat in competition with their masters for food, necessitating limits on team size, we have established
an upper limit of twelve (12) dogs, which is commensurate with the number of dogs used by the winners
of most of the recent races of this magnitude.

(3) To test and improve the self-reliance and sufficiency skills pertaining to care and use of dogs and
gear we have instituted a three (3) dog maximum drop limit and mandatory use of one (1) sled only throughout
the race.

(4) In the interest of authenticity, a small volume of promotional freight may be required baggage.

(5) In the interest of dog care and humane treatment, we have set an eight (8) dog starting minimum
and a physiologically realistic recuperation period of 36 hours at Dawson, Y.T.

Our projected purse is $50,000, broken down as follows:

1. $15,000 6. $2,400 11. $900
2. 10,000 7. 1,900 12. 800
3. 5,800 8. 1,500 13. 700
4. 4,400 9. 1,200 14. 600
5. 3,300 10. 1,000 15. 500



ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC. Page 2

The Vet Check is scheduled for February 22, 1984 and will tentatively be held at the Tanana Valley
Fairgrounds. You should have your dogs or their health certificates available in Fairbanks at this date.
The Mushers’ Meeting and drawing banquet will be held the following day. You must be present to compete.
Entrants will be further advised of this and of coordination of food shipment procedures.

As stated in General Race Procedure Rule #3, the course should be fairly well marked and broken,
depending on weather. To compensate for possible trail deviations, maximum distances between check-
points have been approximated as stated below:

Fairbanks - Chena Hot Springs......cccccoeevevnennne. 90 miles
Chena Hot Springs ¢ Circle Hot Springs 90 miles
Circle Hot Springs - Circle City 50 miles
Circle City - Eagle . 190 miles
Eagle - DaW SON i 120 miles
Dawson - Carmacks. ... 290 miles
Carmacks - Whitehorse, Y.T ... 120 miles

Due to the fact that the start and finish of this race are connected by paved highway and that all but
three checkpoints can be reached by year-round road, it promises to be a highly visible event, attractive
to sponsors and logistically economical to mushers.

You may expect a more detailed explanation and discussion of the rules at the Mushers” Meeting. You
may also expect that the rules will be equitably enforced and that the race officials will also be bound
by these rules. _

What will be expected of you is summed up in Rule If36 as follows:

“Sportmanship:

“The Code of the Noith dictates that all travelers be courteous, helpful, generous and honorable to a
degree that will inspire and ensure enduring concern for their welfare in the minds of their hosts. Conduct
yourself well enough so that the next musher will be welcomed with equal hospitality.

“Any competitor or athlete worthy of the name realizes that all people—officials, volunteers, media,
and fans—arc equally participants in this event and that it is the musher’s responsibility to define the upper
limits of human performance. A true Sportsman is an inspiration to all witnesses!”

If you wish to enter this race, fill out the enclosed entry form and send with it a $500.00 check or money

order to:
Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc.

P.C. Box 10315
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710
If you require additional entry forms, send your request (and entry fee if you wish) to the above address

or call 452-7954.
Upon receipt of your entry we will forward a copy of the rules, names and addresses of checkers, locations

of food consolidation points, etc.
You are hereby invited and welcomed to this race.

Sincerely,

ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC.



AYTA SPONSORSHIP CATEGORIES

BENEFACTOR

$10.000 and Up: 1 Become benefactor
2 Speaking time at banquet
3 Higher listing place on all publications
4 Larger banner space available
. Large plaque stating "benefactor"”
g. Name and logo through September 30th.
é_ Name in all official publications (use)
« Banquet (start and finish)
a. Name on program
b. Sign space available
c. Recognition at podium
9. Possible news coverage

a. T.V.
b. Radio
10. Official newspaper recognition

11, Place in annual
12, Official letter of recognition from Board
13. Plaque for office stating sponsorship

SPONSOR

Name and logo through September 30th.
Name in all official publication (use)
3. Banquet (start and finish)
a. Name on program
b. Sign space available
c. Recognition at podium
4. Possible news coverage
a. T.V.
b. Radio
5. Official newspaper recognition
6. Place in annual
. Official letter of recognition from Board
é. Plaque for office stating sponsorship

$5,000 - $9,999:

N

RACE SUPPORTER

$1,000 - $4,999: 1. List name in banquet publication
(Fairbanks & Whitehorse)
2. Official "thank you"™ in paper
3. Official certificate for wall

CHARTER MEMBERSHIPS:

$1,000 - Lifetime membership: Newsletters, patch, year-end annual,
& plaque.
250 - Sustaining membership: Newsletters, patch, year-end anl, il,
& plaque..
100 - Business: Newsletters (4 copies each), patches
(4), year-end annual, certificate.
50 - Family: Newsletters, patches (2), year-end annual

25 - Individual Newsletters, patch, year-end annual.



2—Daily Ntsvs-Mliior Foirtwnk',. AUiwi, ,V:nri-., 1.-.embor 1. V23

race 10 tvwieh

The new s!t*d dog race between Fairbanks art!
WhitelKjr.se to be run tor th<*Jii st tune in February *is
shaping up us a race to v.ateh.

Mushers are beginning to drop their names in tin-
hat now to join tin* race, whkl u ! begin Feb 2fi in
Fairbanks.

The erail for the met* w:l! follow rut:uh!> along
route honors umd to tr.jvei iov n n Fairbanks ami
Whitehorse during gob: ue.h da;. . .Mu.-her., will tm.i
conditions not so dill'ereni hum *ho turn ol the century
With the checkpoints lew and far between, there will be
many nights camped out along tee trad. The race will
become a test of a finisher's outiioorsskitls as well as the
speed and endurance ol lus dogs

Thi >is what Alaska t .ill .ib.,u” Moat of us will admit
to taking at least a little pride i:i o n triumphs over the
adversity (hat's built into Ide in Alaska Along the trail,
man meets nature head on. For the mushers it’s an ex-
citing challenge. Fur those of us a! home keeping traek
of their progress, it’s a reminder of how strong is our
dependence upon nature.

We were pleased to learn that one local business—
Samson's Hardware - has made a JdD.utkidunat ion to the
Alaska-Yukon Trail Committee to support the race. We
hope others will join in providing the backing necessary
to undertake this exciting new project.

*S.
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ACIS IM.ANNKItS—Members of Sourdough Trail Inter
ational. Inc*, sign papers of incorporation at the Chamber
I Comtneree Thursday. From left to right are. dog
lusher Hud Smyth, David Klumb and (Hen Craig.

skt et A\ e

~,0ap moves ahead

m Whitehorse dog race

1lie group dial lias proposed a .sic *
>y race from Fairbanks to
nitclior.se, Yukon Territory, took a
eptoward seeing llu ir goal become
reality Thursday altcruoon when
ey officially formed Sourdough
ail Intel mil loiial. Inc.
*This race is definitely for real,"
id l.clloy Shank, one of the seven
aid members who took part in the
eument signing ceremony in the
ficos of the Fairbanks Chamber of
uiimercc.
About 2-) people, including Fair
.nks Mayor Itill Walley, Horougb
:yor Hill Allen and Chamber of
>nmerce l'resident Huki Wright
' . xsed Hie event.
If. addition to Shank, the six other
ard members (Hen Craig, David
Klumb, Itogcr Williams, Hud
aylli, board chairman Jim Hcnnclt
kl Dr. Ron Could -signed die legal
eeimients necessary to form the cor
‘ration.
sourdough Trail International's

goal is to *‘promote the spirit dial
compels one to live inthe <h eat Nurl li
band, an international spirit that
knows no govi rmeiital l.omul.u les. to
bring public attention to the historic
lole of the north cnnnti v and die pen
pleainlaiimialstlialstrovelonierl it-
challenge."

The proposed course fur the race
would travel tip the Chena River
along the Chena lint Springs Trail and
beyond to Arctic Circle Hot Spring-..
Central and Circle Cuy.

From there the mu.shcrs would lot
low the Yukon Itiver to Kagle and
Dawson, YT, and on to Whitehorse vta
the historic Dawson Trail.

The course approximates the trail
which goldseekcrs traveled at tin*
turn of the century.

Following the ceremony several
members of the organization left lor
Whitehorse where they were to mv
Canadian mushers and other group
so that specific guidelines loi die ruee
can be diawn up as soon a, po .il><-

Mushers group sets
signing ceremony

The organizing group of the prop-
osed Fairbanks-to-Whitehorsc sled
dog race will sign formal incorpora-
tion papers Thursday afternoon.

A ceremony establishing Sour-
dough Trail International Inc. will be
Thursday at | p.m. at the Visitors In-
formation Center log cabin on Second
Avenue.

The public is invited to attend.

Several trail committee members
are going to Whitehorse to meet with
Canadian mushers. The cross-
country sled dog race is tentatively
scheduled for late February or early
March of 1984

Musher files
for Whitehorse race

Murray Clayton of Haines is the
first musher to register for the Fair-
banks-to-W hitehorse sled dog race
slulcd for its first running next
February.

Clayton, who is training his team at
a site off Chena Hot Springs Hoad,
paid his $500 entry at the Alaska-
Yukon Trail Association meeting
Thursday nigh', at Ryan Junior High.

About 35 people attended the meet-
ing atwhich variouscommittees were
formed to deal with trail preparation
for the race, which isslated lostart in
Fairbanks next Feb. 25. Race orga-
nizers figure it will take mushers ab-
out two weeks to cover the approx-
imately 1,000 miles of trail between
the two cities.

Mushers interested in participating
in the event should contact LeRoy
Shank at 4U8-9763. Shank isa member
of the board ofdirectors of Sourdough
Trail International, Inc., the corpora-
tion that will organize the race.

The entry fee has been set at $500.

AmLvnoN
ALL MUSHCKS!!!
KirM annual Fairbanks lo
Whitehorse Skd Dog Raw!
1000 aula ovee ihe Gold
Rusk Trail! Euler Now!!!
Roc. Feb. 23, DM! For
more details caIIILeioy

O.rVUHU . VI'r

I'tljft Anlmilj

toannmnmmilf

1 ANNUA!
lairbnkilo Wkllebooe
Skd I»t>f Race
" .r IMO miles over Thr

I Kuvh Trail! Inlcr

v!Il Race February 25.

*4. Mushers get )Oiif

- “ready, then call leioy

Shank. 4iiS-1)7H for mure
infoiniaiitin. nr/.""

Personals

BE . A SPONSOR,
orfanirtr, volunteer and
supporter of ihe Urn An-
nual Fairbanks io
Whitehorse Dog Slrd Race!
On Feb. 2), ISM, ihe Cold
Rush Era roule from Fair-
banks in Whilrhorie will
once again know lhe foot-
fall of tied Jogs and ihe
blent hm of lunneis over
Use inn*! Sign up no* to
be a -art ot the very fust
roc*. 2all 4M-976J. letoy
Shan). t"/«



Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc.
| Yukon Quest |
Fairbanks to Whitehorse 1000 Miles

MAKE IT HAPPEN

We present you with a unique chance to take part in something truly Alaskan.

An exciting opportunity is now available to a select few companies and individuals who would like to pioneer in the
crea ion of an epic, thousand-mile-class sled dog race between Fairbanks and Whitehorse. Bringing the Gold Rush era
back to life, this contest has potential to go down in Northland history as the richest, most internationally famous sporting
event ever held in Interior Alaska and the Yukon Territory!

Some watch it happen — Some make it happen!

We are soliciting investors of vision and spirit who realize what such a great race can do fo: the North Country and
will throw their financial shoulders behind the wheel to assure that the dream becomes reality. We seek the involvement
of these intrepid visionaries who will demonstrate the same faith and dedication as the pioneer giants who settled and
developed this country.

Sponsors are considered partners in the enterprise and we are ready to work to further their interests. We are prepared
to present our sponsors maximum opportunity for advertising visibility. We have a market of intriguing ideas.

CONTRIBUTE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING

PRIZE MONEY

1. $15,000 6. $2,400 11. $900
2. 10,000 7. 1,900 12. 800
3. 5,800 8. 1,500 13. 700
4. 4,400 9. 1,200 14. 600
5. 3,300 10. 1,000 15. 500
START/FINISH BANNERS/BIBS $20,000.00
OFFICIAL OUTFITTER $ 5,000.00
OFFICIAL SUPPLIER $10,000.00

OFFICIAL SPONSORS
$ 5,000.00 and UP — 1. Name and logo through September 30th
2. Nome in all official publications (use)
3. Banquet (start and finish)
a. name on program
b. sign space available
c. recognition at podium
4. News coverage
a. T.V.
b. Radio
5. Official newspaper recognition
6. Place in annual
7. Official letter of recognition from board
8. Plaque for thair office stating sponsorship
010,000.00 and UP - ALL OF THE ABOVE
Becomes benefactor
Speaking time at banquets
Higher listing place on all publications
Larger banner space available
Large plaque stating ""benefactor"”

o0 wN g

Annual



$ 1,000.00
for 1000 miles —

RACE SUPPORTER

List name in banquet publication (Fairbanks & Whitehorse)
Offical thank you in paper

Official certificate on wall

T.V. recognition

Bwnop

T.V. COVERAGE
Start-Finish of Race
February 25th — Fairbanks to Whitehorse

FAIRBANKS - ANCHORAGE COVERAGE
30-40 min. daily Update Prime
A.M. P.M. Late

NEWSPAPER RECOGNITION
BANQUET RECOGNITION
BANQUET PROGRAM

RADIO COVERAGE

BUDGET

Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc. $115,000.00
Encompassing the Following:

Airfare/Fuel

Trail Expense

Checkpoints

Communications

Office and Administration

Hospitality

Promotions/Printing

Equipment/Miscellaneous

Prize Money
$115,000.00
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Special year; special race

The romises to be aspecial one in Alaska.
e R R A
, Wﬁh the celebrat |ongo{A|as?< gth nniversary of

saehood fF b ks hers h ki
of Fair an S shers has been workin
With h] un er In lhorse anada, toor g
nrzea -mres a'p race etw en our two cit %
one ear nnrng irbanks an the nextyear -
rnnn Itn dthfr 19%4has b Feb
ar rn ate for as heen set for
arr anks obe the tartr orn s1ewo tot reew h
er t e shers, ||m|edt0nomoret n]2
sshou reach hrte orse
We urge F rrbank? HS to enthusiastically support
this new ra?ce s one of the arganizers noted, t n B
Ipation 0 Farrban s and WHhitehorse, as well as t he
fmmunrtres aonE ﬁ route, maiy determine wheﬁher
forts to undertake the race wilf prove successful or

not
Three %rg%nrza |on have een formed 0 see the
race th rou our Trar nternatrona c |st

or ora ha w?’%( ter her& rom t e
E;l banonsr tor attrn oanr IreaS ocrartr)onr]rv%rlrl
dohlhe 0rse endbt Ygu%n gAfnska Wararl Ass%cratron Wlﬁ
llow the his

the same |0

he route from Farrbanks il f toric
Che{a HX rfrgsTrr aon V\h gena L{rver t?r
Eead retlc h fral and\(;

V rom there the mus ers ||I o ow t on

Fi]r [ to Ea DawsonaT 3(Seh]orseaon

|tn gsjso(rrr]c awsonTrarI hey takea our | ayove

ers rt is as uniquely Ala kan as
mus |n ethrn It's most a rop o o r
state dannrversar cele nwi rst run-
ning of a race that we hope ecomes an annua event.



Yukon Quest gets

Mmore sSponsors

The Alaska Yukon Tr.’il Associa-
tion lias received three mcre major
donations totaling $12,500 tor the
“Yukon Quest" sled dog race from
Fairbanks to Whitehorse.

Trail association officials said this
morning that the donations have put
them within 90 percent of their goal of
$50,000, which is needed to guarantee
the purse for the 1,000-plus-mile race.

Tuesday night Carper er’s Union
Local 1245voted to donate $5,000 to the
association. Union officials presented
the donation Wednesday morning.
"Other major donations received
this week include $5,000 from NERCO
Mineral Company and $2,500 from
MAPCO Petroleum in North Pole.

Four more mushers have entered
the race since Tuesday and there are
now 21 mushers officially entered.
The entry deadline is Jan. 31.



	SRES13 HJR 56



