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S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r ,  V i c e  C h a i r  
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C A L E N D A R

H J R  5 5 ,  R e l a t i n g  to t h e  1 9 8 4  Y u k o n  Q u e s t  s l e d  d o g  r a c e .  

B r i e f i n g  b y  K e l l y  R o s s  on l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p l a n n i n g .

H J R  56

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  D a v i s , s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s p o k e  in 
s u p p o r t ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  it con.mends arid e n c o u r a g e s  t h i s  1 0 0 0  

m i l e  s l e d  d o g  r a c e  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  to W h i t e h o r s e  t h a t  b e g i n s  
F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 4 .

S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  be p a s s e d  o u t  

w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a  t i o n s . T h e r e  w a s  no o b j e c t i o n .

J a m e s  J e n k s 
i n t r o d u c e d

D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r ,  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  
K e l l y  R o s s .

K e l l y  R o s s ,  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C u r r y  C o u n t y ,  O r e g o n, c o m p a r e d  

O r e g o n 1 s c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l a n d  u"se p l a n  to t h e  p r o p o s e d ^  B r i s t o l  

B a y  C o o p e r a t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .  He c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  B r i s t o l  

B a y  p l a n  b e  m a d e  f l e x i b l e  e n o u g h  to a l l o w  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o t h e r  

r e s o u r c e s  in t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  

n a t u r a l l y  d e p l e t e d .

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  3 : 3 5  pm.



B IL L  SUMMARY

HJR 56 - Relating to the 1984 Yukon Quest sled dog race.
SPONSORS: Davis, Bettisworth, Shultz, Ringstad,

Koponen and M.W. Miller

^ s o l v e s  that the Legislature recognize, conmend, and encourage the 
.ALaska-Yukon Trail Association as it stages the Yukon Quest, an epic 
'.'.,000 mile sled dog race between Fairbanks and Whitehorse, beginning 
February 25, 1984. The dog race takes place in commemoration of the 
25th Anniversary of Alaska Statehood.
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STATE C A PITA L 
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TO: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

FROM: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f

RE : C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g ,  F e b r u a r y  8, 1984

DATE: F e b r u a r y  7, 1984

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l ,  the 
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  has i n v i t e d  K e l l y  Ross, a f o r m e r  
a i d e  to M a r k  H a t f i e l d  a n d  n o w  a c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  in C u r r y  
C o u nty, O r e g o n ,  to s h a r e  h i s  v i e w s  on  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  w i t h  
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s .  Mr. R o s s  has h a d  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  
the O r e g o n  L a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  an 
e n t i t y  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e w i d e  g o a l s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  
for la n d  u s e  p l a n n i n g .  B a s e d  on t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  he w i l l  b r i e f  
the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  the S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  
A g r i c u l t u r e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  l a n d  p l a n n i n g  issues. 
T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  on  W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  8, at 3:00 p m  
in t h e  B e l t z  Room. A t t a c h e d  a r e  t w o  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  b y  Mr. 
R o s s .

P r i o r  to the b r i e f i n g  b y  K e l l y  Ross, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  
c o n s i d e r  H J R  5 6 , w h i c h  c o m m e n d s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  the A l a s k a - Y u k o n  
T r a i l  A s s o c i a t i o n  as it s t a g e s  the Y u k o n  Quest. The f i r s t  
a n n u a l  Y u k o n  Quest, a 1000 m i i a  s l e d  d o g  r a c e  o v e r  t h e  G o l d  
R u s h  E r a  r o u t e  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  to W h i t e h o r s e ,  w i l l  b e g i n  
F e b r u a r y  25, 1984,



1 , 0 0 0  M I L E S  o v e r  t h e  G O L D  K U S H  T E A I L  

F A I R B A N K S  t o  W H I T E H O R S E  

F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 4

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  P r o j e c t e d  P r i z e  M o n e yIn exp en sive to run — Easy lo g istics  Road Access to m ost checkpoints — 600 m iles o f pavem ent. Fairbanks to W hitehorse
Standard lo n g  d istan ce  rules with a few notable excep tio n s as follows:1) Twelve dogs sta rtin g  m axim u m , e ig h t d o gs sta rtin g  m inim um .2) Three dogs drop lim it . !•> ' '  3) Sam e sled or to b o g g a n , start to fin ish .4) Food pickup and d o g  drops a t only six  p oin ts.5) M andatory 36-hour layover a t Dawson.6) S m a ll parcel o f  prom otion al fre ig h t m andatory load.

Be a part o f  H istory! S ig n  up now  to enter this 1st Annual Race!For in fo rm atio n  write: '_______
ALASICA-YUK0N TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC.

P.O. Box 10315 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99710 

(907) 4 5 2 -7 9 5 4

.. ■-
"  ’ "" ;

\ Inc.



1000 MILES over the GOLD RUSH TRAIL
1st Annual FAIRBANKS—WHITEHORSE SLED DOG RACE

O n  F e b ru a ry  2 5 th , 19S4 th e  G o ld  R ush  E ra  ro u te  f ro m  F a irb a n k s  to  W h ite h o rse  w ill o n c e  a g a in  k n o w  th e  fo o tfa ll 
o f  s led  d o g s  a n d  th e  n e a r  s ile n t h iss  o f  ru n n e rs  over snow . R eliv ing  h isto ry , in tre p id  d riv e rs  w ill h i t  th e  tra il  in  q u es t 
o f  a d v e n tu re  a n d  w ea lth  m u c h  th e  sa m e  as d id  tu rn -o f - th e -c e n tu ry  go ld  seekers.

POTENTIAL
T b :s event can  b eco m e  th e  rich est, m o s t in te rn a tio n a lly  fa m o u s  yearly  spec tac le  fo r  F a irb a n k s , D aw so n , W h ite h o rse  

a n d  o th e r  to w n s b e tw een . A  d e c a d e  o f  lo n g  d is ta n c e  s led  d o g  rac in g  h as  d ra m a tic a lly  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  w ea lth  o f  
d o lla rs  a n d  a t te n tio n  th a t  su c h  a  h a p p e n in g  can  b rin g  to  invo lved  co m m u n itie s . I t h a s  b e c o m e  a  m u lti-m ill io n  d o lla r  
in d u s try  u p o n  w h ich  th e  eyes o f  th e  w o rld  focus each  w in te r. N ew sp ap ers , m a g a z in e s , ra d io  a n d  te lev is io n  n e tw o rk s  
fro m  a ro u n d  th e  g lo b e  v ie  to  co v er th e  o n e  ex isting  race . T h is  feeds c o m m u n ity  p rid e . I t  a lso  p ro v id es  w h a t a m o u n ts  
to  fa b u lo u s , free  a d v e r tis in g  fo r  th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  even t th e  like  o f  w h ich  n o  m o n e y  c o u ld  buy.

T h e  v a lu e  o f  to u rism  to  In te r io r  A la sk a  a n d  th e  Y u k o n  h a rd ly  needs c o m m e n t. T h e  F a irb a n k s  to  W h ite h o rse  
R ace  c o u ld  g ive th e  to w n s a  v ita l e c o n o m ic  b o o s t d u r in g  n o rm a lly  slow  w in te r  m o n th s . B u t to  rea lize  th is  e c o n o m ic  
p o te n tia l  a  tu rn -a b o u t  f ro m  th e  n o rm a l lim its  o f  th in k in g  a n d  invo lvem ent c o n c e rn in g  sled  d o g  races is re q u ire d . 
T h o u g h t a n d  a c tio n  m u s t n o w  ta k e  o n  a  g ra n d  d im e n s io n  to  fit th e  event a n d  its  u n q u e s tio n e d  p o ss ib ilitie s .

T h e  Id i ta ro d  b e c a m e  a  su ccess  in  sp ite  o f  A n c h o ra g e  a p a th y  a n d  sk ep tic ism , n o t  b e c a u se  o f  its  s u p p o r t .  I t to o k  
ten  y ears  to  rea lly  c o m e  o f  age. H ow ever, th is  F a irb a n k s  to  W h ite h o rse  R ace can  en jo y  success im m e d ia te ly  i f  th e  
to w n s will p u sh  it fro m  th e  o u tse t. T h e re  m u s t be  in v e s tm e n t to  g a in  re tu rn . T h e  p u m p  m u st be  p r im e d .

N o  less v a lu a b le  th a n  e c o n o m ic  g a in  a re  th e  fo llow ing : 1) e n h a n c e m e n t o f  c o m m u n ity  p rid e , s p ir it  a n d  energy ;
2) re ju v e n a tio n  o f  w in te r  m o ra l d u r in g  race  festiv ities  a n d  c o m p e tit io n ; 3) c re a tio n  o f  lo c a l fo lk  h e ro s  w ith  w h o m  
o n e  m ay  id e n tify  a  -cl fo llo w  d u r in g  th e  co n te s t; 4) s tre n g th e n in g  o f  th e  f ra te rn a l s p ir it  th a t  h a s  a lw ays b o u n d  th e  
p e o p le  o f  In te r io r  A la sk a  a n d  th o s e  o f  th e  Y ukon  T errito ry .



THE RACE
T h e  ro u te  sh o w n  o n  th e  m a p  o n  th e  p re v io u s  p a g e  will s ta r t  in F a irb a n k s  a n d  W h ite h o rse  o n  a l te rn a te  years.

E s ta b lish e d  lo n g  d is tan ce  ru le s  w ill be  fo llow ed  in  g en era l. H ow ever, a  few im p o r ta n t  d iffe ren ces d o  exist b o th  w ith in
th e  ru le s  a n d  w ith  th e  c o u rse  w h ich  m a k e s  th is  race  in te re s tin g  a n d  u n iq u e .

★ T eam s a re  lim ited  to  tw elve  d o g s  s ta r t in g  m a x im u m .
★ N o  m o re  th a n  th re e  d o g s  m ay  b e  d ro p p e d  p e r team .
★ A  m a n d a to ry  36 h o u r  layover w ill b e  ta k e n  by a ll te am s  a t  D aw son .
★ T h e  s a m e  sled  m u s t b e  d riv e n  f ro m  s ta r t  to  fin ish .
★ F o o d  p ic k u p s  a n d  d o g  d ro p s  a t  o n ly  six  p o in ts  a lo n g  th e  rou te , fo u r  o f  w h ich  a re  well over 100 m iles  a p a r t ,  

o n e  b e in g  over 200. (T h is co u ld  e n h a n c e  th e  chances o f  a  d riv er long o n  b u sh  skills b u t sh o r t on  space age equ ip m en t 
a n d  tech n o lo g y .)

★ A  sm a ll lo a d  o f  p ro m o tio n a l  f re ig h t w ill b e  m a n d a to ry .

WHAT IS NEEDED
M u sh e rs  a n d  team s a re  p o ise d  a n d  ready . W h a t is n e ed ed  in  a d d itio n  f o r  th e  F a irb a n k s  to  W h ite h o rse  R ace  to  

b e c o m e  a  reco g n ized  m a jo r  s p o r t in g  sp e c ta c le  a n d  a  revenue  p ro d u c e r  is th e  fo llow ing :

1) F a irb a n k s  a n d  W h ite h o rso  g o v e rn m e n t o ff ic ia ls  a n d  b u sin esses  m u st m a k e  th e  s ta r t  a n d  fin ish  o f  th e  ra c e  n o t 
o n ly  well ru n  b u t as c o lo r fu l a n d  big  tim e  as possib le . Show  th e  tow ns o f f  to  best a d v a n ta g e  fo r  v isito rs a n d  m ed ia .

2) A  b u d g e t m u st be acq u ired  su ffic ien t to  fu n d  the  organ izing , o ffic ia ting , tra il  w ork , checkpo in ts , logistics, tra n sp o r­
ta t io n ,  c o m m u n ic a tio n s , p ro m o tio n  a n d  a d v e rtis in g , fu e l, su p p lie s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t, v e te rin a rian s , d ra w in g  an d  
a w a rd s  b a n q u e ts , s ta r t  a n d  f in ish  lin e s  o rg a n iz a tio n s , w ages a n d  fees, etc.

3) P r iz e  m o n e y  e q u a l to  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  th e  race  m u s t be  av a ilab le  in o rd e r  to  give th e  c o n te s t p re s tig e  n ecessa ry  
to  a t t r a c t  to p  n a m e  te a m s.

4) T a len t f ro m  th e  c o m m u n itie s  m u s t s te p  fo rw a rd  to  give o f  th e ir  tim e  a n d  energy  to  serve in  v a r io u s  p o s itio n s  
a n d  c o m m itte e s  below .

E x e c u tiv e  D irec to r 
R ace  M a n a g e r  
R a c e  M a rsh a ll
T ra il M a n a g e rs , tra il w o rk e rs , c h eck e rs  fo r  A la sk a  a n d  Y ukon 
F o o d  D ro p s  M a n a g e rs  fo r  A la s k a  a n d  Y ukon 
D o g  D ro p s  M an ag e rs  fo r  A la s k a  a n d  Y ukon
F a irb r  '<s B a n q u e t a n d  D raw in g  C h a irm a n /W h ite h o r s e  B a n q u e t a n d  A w ards C h a irm a n  
F a irb a n k s  R ace S ta r t  M a n a g e r /W h ite h o r s e  R ace F in ish  M a n a g e r  
R ace  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  H e a d q u a r te rs  M a n a g e rs  fo r  A la sk a  a n d  Y ukon 
R ace  C e n tra l  O ffic e  M a n a g e rs  fo r  A la sk a  a n d  Y u k o n  y ea r ro u n d  o ffice s  
H a m s  fo r  A la sk a  a , rJ  Y ukon
P u b lic i ty  a n d  P ro m o tio n s  M a n a g e rs  fo i A la sk a  a n d  Y ukon
F in a n c e  M a n a g e rs  fo r  A la s k a  a n d  Y ukon
V e te r in a r ian s  fo r  A la s k a  a n d  Y ukon
M u s h e r  h o u s in g  p re  a n d  p o s t ra c e  fo r  A la s k a  a n d  Y ukon
T y p in g  a n d  P r in tin g  fo r  A la sk a  a n d  Y ukon

THE MECHANISM
L im ited  s to c k  is being  so ld  w h ich  e n title s  th e  s to c k h o ld e r  to  vo te  fo r the  b o a rd  o f  d irec to rs . In q u iries  a re  w elcom ed. 

G e n e ra l c o rp o ra t io n  m ee tin g s  a n d  b o a rd  m ee tin g s  a re  he ld  a s  n eed ed  (w h ich  is o f te n  now adays).
F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  ca ll L cR oy S h a n k  a t 488-9763 .



FASRBANKS-WHITEHOP.SE s l e d  d o g  r a c e

SOME THOUGHTS ON DOING YOUR SHARE

There's no reason our race can't be as successful as the Id itarod. If  
so, checkpoint villages and businesses along the way will benefit in many 
ways. Two ways are: 1) an in flu x  o f people -  hoardes in the more accessible
places -  that can make slow w inter business erupt into a beehive of a c tiv ity .
2) advertising you could never buy with any amount o f money as media 
from around the globe zeroes in.

B ring ing  o ff  the f ir s t  race will be the hardest. Along the Iditarod T rail 
before the f irs t  race, a few had vision and faith  in the new idea and 
threw  th e ir  w eight behind the e ffo rt. Some entered eagerly and generously 
into preparations and staging o f the event.

On the other hand, skeptics and the apathetic stood back and took a 
"show me" a ttitu d e . Others lay back and watched workers give o f themselves 
to put the race on then reaped the fru its  o f the workers' labors after 
the race became successful.

B ringing o ff  the Id itarod was and still is a gigantic undertaking. Over
800 volunteers in "the Iditarod fam ily" annually make it possible. Our
new race too will require  a banding together o f all o f us to make it successful.

When organizers, w orkers, and officials come to your area on race missions, 
please support and encourage them in any way you can. Remember, 
they are vo lunteers. T h e y 're  g iv in g  u n selfish ly  o f their personal resources 
to make it all w ork. What th ey're  doing will probably never do anything 
for them m onetarily. B ut if  you have a business, what these people are 
doing will make you money down the road. Please go out o f your way 
to give to them, not ju st p ro fit from th eir need for transportation, lodging 
and food. Make yo u r money later from race followers, media and from 
the increase o f awareness race media coverage will generate.

Like any good team, we must all pull together.
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Three more mushers sign on

T O W S • &

O rganizers of the Yukon Quest sled 
dog race  say  they have reached the 
halfw ay point in raising  the $50,000 
p u r s e  f o r  t h e  F a i r b a n k s - t o -  
W hitehorse race.

J im  Bennett, chairm an of the board 
of the Alaska-Yukon T ail Associa­
tion, said Tuesday that the associa­
tion has raised nearly half of the purse 
through sponsor donations, m usher 
fees, association  m em bersh ip  fees 
and the sale of race  memorabilia.

Bennett said tha t by the end of the 
week he hopes to be able to guarantee 
the entire purse.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  p ic k e d  up i ts  
second m ajor sponsor on Friday when 
Leo Schlotfeldt of Sourdough Fuel 
Inc. donated $5,000. A week earlier 
Samson H ardw are  donated S10.000. 
B ennett sa id  tha t  the Alaska Feed 
Company has donated $1,000 toward 
the purse.

B ennett also announced Tuesday 
that the starting field for the Feb. 25 
race  has increased to eight.

Sonny Lindner of Johnson River, a 
veteran  of four Iditarod races, offi­
cially registered for the event Friday, 
and Chris Whaley of College paid his 
$500 entry fee Tuesday.

Tuesday night the association re- 
■vv;

ceived w ord from  W hitehorse th a t 
m u sh er Senley Yuili of W hitehorse 
had registered .

Jan . 31 is the entry  deadline for the 
race.

M urray  Clayton of H aines was the 
firs t m usher to sign up for the 1 ,000- 
m ile race. O ther reg istered  m ushers 
a rc  David K lumb of F airbanks. Bruce

Johnson of B ritish  Columbia, Joe R u­
nyan of T anana and Steve H aver of 
N enana.

B e n n e tt  s a id  th a t  he e x p e c te d  
several m ore m ushers to reg iste r this 
w eek and m ore C anadian m ushers 
also a re  expected to sign up with the 
Yukon-Alaska T ra il Association be­
fore the end of the year.

A laska-Y ukon T ra il A ssociation  
w ill hold an  open house reception  
sta rtin g  a t noon F riday  a t its head­
q u arte rs  a t 552Vz Second Ave.

B e n n e tt cnc*- ged anyone  in­
terested  in findi..B „ j t  about the race 
and the Alaska-Yukon T rail Associa­
tion to attend.
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Y u k o n  Q uest p ro m o te r s  r e p o r t  

pu rse  n e a r ly  h a lf  fu l l ,  s e v e ra l m o re  
ra c e rs  signed . I'n g c  3

R e v . Jesse  Jac kson  s la ted  to v is it 
F a i r b a n k s  on  p r e s id e n t ia l c a m ­
p a ig n  s w in g  l a t e  n e x t  im n t h .
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Alaska
N orthw est com pany g e ls  p e rm it to 

c o n t i n u e  im p o r t i n g  C a n a d ia n  
n a u i r a l  g a s  t h r o u g h  a l r e a d y -  
c o n s t ru c te d  p o r t io n s  o f g a s  lin e .
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os: race to i ten o r se
By BOB ELEY 
Sports Editor 

T h e  1 ,0 0 0 -m ile  F a i r b a n k s - to -  
W hitehorse sled dog race  was official­
ly nam ed the “ Yukon Q uest” today at 
an  A laska-Y ukon T ra il Association 
p ress conference here.

A c o n te s t invo lv ing  e le m e n ta ry  
school ch ild ren  in A laska and the 
Yukon T errito ry  w as held to de ter­
m ine the nam e with association hoard 
m e m b e r  L cR oy  S h an k  g iven  th e  
choice of m aking the final decision.

In explaining the nam e Shank said, 
“ Quest—to seek o r search  for. This

fits right in with the gi ld rush e ra .” 
The theme ol the Y ul.on Quest is to 

c o m m e m o r a t e  th e  U irn -o f- l l ie -  
century gold rush days.

“ The pioneers cam e to tins gieat 
Northland seeking and searching und 
just took at what they touud. ' Shank 
said. “ And the Yukon River lies us all 
together."

In addition to announcing the name 
of the race. Alaska-Yukon Trail As:: j- 
ciation Board Chairman Jim  Bennett 
announced the logo and slogan foi the 
initial race, which will s ta rt  on F ib .  
25.

“ The logo com,bin-., ;!.c .-V i-ha ai. i 
Yukon I lags wild a dog 'earn pulliri. 
its sled from one- Hag to too o w n  
said Bennett.

Tite logo idea cam e  from aa  entry 
s u b m i t te d  by S im on M ohntncd. i- 
s ix tii  g r a d e r  in H a ines  Ju n c t io n ,  
Yukon Territory , and has Ixvn sub­
mitted to a professional arii>i forfioal 
draft. Mohumcd will icc - ive  a parka 
donated by Big Ray so f  Fairbanks lor 
his winning entry.

"I  put the Alaskan and Yukon flags 
together, it is a  race  between them .’' 
Mohumcd wrote on his entry  lorni.
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‘Yukon O uest’

f

B ennett sa id  th a t the official race 
slogan Is “ Challenge of the N orth."

?‘I think th a t slogan not only applies 
to the m ushers, but also to the m any 
vo lun teers th a t have  taken  on this 
la rg e  p ro jec t,"  Bennett said.

R ace organizers a rc  preparing  race 
h eadquarters  a t 552Mt Second Ave. for 
an  open house slated  for Dec. 30. The 
open house will s ta r t  a t noon.

“ We get a lot of traffic  through here 
’e v e r y  d a y — m u s h e r s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  
vo lunteers,"  said  Bennett. “ We’d like 
to  open up the office and have every ­
one in town com e down and sec w hat's

going on.

L a s t  w e e k  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
announced its first major race  spon­
sor when.Samson's hardw are  donated 
$ 10 ,0 00  to the  assoc ia t ion ,  half of 
which will go toward the projected 
$j(i,lio0 purse and hall of w liicli will go 
toward trail preparation.

Since then several other businesses 
have stepped forward lo donate time 
and money to make the race a sue 
eess.

They include. Air North. Alaska 
Fecit and lam s  Co., hi in Enterprises,

Yukon Office S upp ly , f.'hona Hot 
Springs, Arctic Circle Hot Springs, 
Eagle Commercial Co., Arctic Circle 
General Store, Yukon Tt ailing Post, 
Sunshine Copters, iJonnybrool: Lum­
ber, Eagle Store. Fairbanks Kiwuuis, 
Pastime Cafe. 'Jravcleii; Inn. Coop 
Drug Store, Big R a y ’s, Superior (’of 
fee, S tar nl tin- North Bakery, An tic 
Travelers, anil Circle f iiliiv .

Alaska-Yukon T ra i l  Association 
memberships, race  T shirts and in 
formation regarding the race is avail­
able at the Second Avenue office or by 
calling 452-7:151.



Samson’s donates 
$10,000 to big race

I
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I»y BOB ELEY
Sports Editor

Samson H ardw are became the first 
m a jo r  sponsor of the 1,000-mile Fair- 
banks-to-Whitehorse sled dog race  to­
day  when the store 's  general m an a ­
ger, Mark Weber, presented Alaska- 
Yukon Trail Committee represen ta ­
tive LeRoy Shank with $10,000.

The sponsorship includes $5,000 in 
cash which will go toward what race 
organizers say  will be a purse of a t 
least  $50,00(i. The other $5,000 was a 
gift certificate for supplies to insure 
tha t the trail is in proper condition.

The race  will s ta r t  Feb. 25 in F a ir ­
banks.

In addition to the donation, Weber 
said  that all mushers in the race  will 
g e t  a 25 p e r c e n t  d isc o u n t  on a ll  
m usher-re la tcd  supplies purchased 
a t  the store.

"W e becam e interested in the race  
because w e’re  one of the oldest stores 
in the In terior and we used to sell a lot 
of equipm ent to m iners who traveled  
betw een F airbanks and W hitehorse," 
W eber said.

The trail for the race will approxi­
m a te  the route miners used to travel 
between the two cities during the gold 
rush  at the turn of the century.

S am so n ’s is ce leb ra t in g  its 80th 
anniversary  this y ea r  and the Alaska- 
Yukon Trail Committee will present 
Weber with the No. CO membership 
card  in honor of the occassion.

‘‘We’re  one of the few businesses 
tha t  have been nround since the early  
d a y s  of F a i r b a n k s , ” W eber sa id .  
"Considering the history of the store 
and the history of the gold rush, we 
w ant to do our par t  in p.-omoting the 
ra c e  and helping m ake su re that it is a 
success.

"This  is going to be a g reat event for

Fairbanks and if everyone in the com ­
munity gets behind it like I know they 
can, it can  become as  big as the Id i ta r­
od someday," Weber said. “ The way 
things a re  going right now, I’m sure  it 
will be a big succes. from day one.

" I ’m impressed with the dedication 
people  in r a c e  o rg an iza t ion  h av e  
shown," he added.

The race  is also beginning to pick up 
support from m u sh ers  throughout 
Canada and Alaska.

The Whitehorse Sta in W ednes­
d ay ’s edition that Idil irod veterans 
L a rry  "Cowboy" Sm 'th  and Susan 
Butcher have given support to the 
race, although they both still plan to 
run the Iditarod this year.

Smith said that that the Iditarod 
will always be the king of the long dis­
tance races, but he added that m any 
m ushers would compete in the Fair-  
banks-to-Whitchorsc sled dog race ev ­
ery  couple of years "if  for no other 
r e a s o n  t h a n  to  g e t  a  c h a n g e  of 
scenery ."

The new spaper a r tic le  also sa id  
that Butcher, who finished second in 
the 1882 Iditarod, may enter the 1885 
Fairbanks-to-Whitehorsc race.

The Fairbanks-to-Whitehorsc race  
r e c e iv e d  its fourth  official e n t r y  
W ednesday  nigh t when N e n a n a ’s 
Steve Haver paid his $500 entry fee. 
M urray Clayton of Haines was the 
first musher to register for the inau- 
garal running of the race.

i)avid Klumb of Fairbanks was the 
second musher to sign up, and Bruce 
Johnson of British Columbia was the 
first Canadian entrant.

Delta  Junc tion ’s Sonny Lindner, 
who finished second in the 1081 Id i ta r­
od, said this week that he plans to e n ­
ter the race.
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Iditarod veteran to enter 
Fairhanks-Whitehorse race

T h e  1 ,0 0 0 -m i le  F a i r b a n k s - t o -  
Whitehorse sled dog race  will pick up 
its firs t "N a m e ” m usher when Delta 
Junction’s Sonny Lindr.er signs up for 
the first ra c e  la te r  this week.

Lindner, who has run the Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog R ace from Anchorage 
to Nome four times, said Monday he 
in te n d s  to  ru n  th e  F a irbanks- to -  
Whitehorse race  and that he will take 
c a rc  of his en try  fee and other race 
registration details while in town this 
week.

Lindner finished second in the 1081 
Iditarod and had a third-place finish 
in 1970. He finished 11th in his first 
Iditarod in 1078.

Lindner lives north of Delta Junc­
tion on the Johnson Itiver.

Last y e a r  Lindner was among the 
top 10 finishers in the Iditarod.

“ I want to support a race  that s tarts  
in F a i r b a n k s  and  th is  is the first 
opportunity I ’ve had to do it ,"  L indner. 
said in a  telephone interview

L in d n e r  sa id  th a t  the  new race , 
slated to s ta r t  Feb. 24, will be a lot 
different than the Iditarod.

There  a r e  now only seven check­
po in ts  a long  the  t r a i l ,  which will 
ap p ro x im a te  the  historic tra il  tha t 
m iners used to get from Whitehorse to 
F a irbanks  during the gold rush days 
a t  tne turn  of the century.

S O N N Y  L IN D N E R  
To support Fairbanks race
Lindner said that despite the lack of 

snow, he’s been able to train his dogs. 
He said he would probably s ta r t  the 
event with 10 dogs.

T h r e e  m u s h e r s  h a v e  o f f ic ia l ly  
s ig n e d  up  fo r  th e  r a c e .  M u r ra y  
C la y to n  of H a in e s  w a s  th e  f i r s t  
m u sh e r  to pay  the $800 en try  fee. 
David Klumb of Fairbanks has also 
s igned  up, and , la s t  week, B ruce  
Johnson of British Columbia became 
the first Canadian m usher to enter.



sets Feb.
By BOB ELEY 
Sports Editor

With each  day , the proposed Fair-  
banks-to-Whltehorse sled dog race  is 
looking m ore  like a sure thing.

Last weekend several mem bers of 
the newly c rea ted  Sourdough Trail In­
ternational, Inc.. the corporation r e ­
sponsible for adm inistering the race, 
t rave lled  to W hitehorse  to discuss 
r a c e  g u id e l in e s .  T he  two g ro u p s  
agreed upon severa l key items at a 
meeting last S a tu rday

Most im p o r ta n t  is the se tt ing  of 
Feb. 25. 1S84, a s  the starting date  for 
the a p p ro x im a te ly  i.ooo-mile race  
th a t  should las t  from two to three 
weeks.

T h e  1985 r a c e  w i l l  s t a r t  in  
Whitehorse and finish in Fairbanks.

"W e’re  all v e ry  pleased with how 
enthusiastic everyone in Whitehorse 
was during the meeting.” said J im  
Bennett, c h a i rm a n  of the board  of 
Sourdough T ra il  International Inc., 
after being filled in on the WTiitchorse 
meeting a t  a board  of directors m ee t­
ing Tuesday night.

Other points agreed on are:
•  Putting a 12-dog limit on all en ­
tries.

•  If a m u sh e r  has to drop m ore 
than three dogs from his team , he'll

! be out of the race .
•  Mushers v. ill o n ly  be allowed to 

use one sled.
« T h e re  will bo a 30-plus-hour 

layover in Dawson City.
| "W e feel we need to have  these

rules in o rd e r  to give everyone a bet­
te r  chance to com pete ,"  said LcRoy 
Shank, one of the board m em bers  who 
went to Whitehorse.

The race  will s ta r t  in Fairbanks, go 
up the Chena River along the historic 
Chena Hot Springs Trail and beyond 
to Arctic Circle Hot Springs, Central 
and  C irc le  C ity .  F ro m  th e re ,  the  
m u s h e r s  w ould  t r a v e l  a lo n g  th e  
Y ukon  R iv e r  to  E a g le .  D aw so n ,  
Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  on  to  
Whitehorse via the historic Dawson 
Trail.

A nother ag reem en t  is th a t  there  
will only be seven checkpoints along 
the route. That m eans the m ushers 
will have to be capabie  woodsmen in 
addition to capable  dog-handlers.

Over the next month race organiz­
e rs  will a t tem pt to refine the final reg ­
ulations governing the race, but Ben­
nett said the next step in getting the 
race  off the ground is getting the Alas­
ka-Y ukon  T ra i l  Associa tion  o r g a ­
nized.

On T h u rs d a y  n igh t  the  a s s o c ia ­
tion—which is responsible for making 
su re  the trail is ready for the e v e n t -  
wili hold a general meeting at 7:30 at 
R y a n  J u n i o r  H igh . All th o s e  in ­
terested  in the race  a rc  encouraged to 
attend

The Alaska-Yukon Trail Associa­
tion is a nonprofit organization inde­
pendent of Sourdough Trail In te rna ­
tional. Inc. The main responsibility of 
the Trail Association is t" p repare  the 
race  route.

A sim ilar organization, the Yukon- 
Alaska Trail Association, has  been 
stai ted in Whitehorse under the d irec­
tion of Lorrina and Gord Mitchell.

Rod Perry , who has competed in the 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race from 
Anchorage to Nome on several occa­
sions. has proposed that a memorial 
to the sled dog be built in front of the 
visitor's center  in the cities at buth 
ends of the trail, with race  partic i­

pants  carrying a piece of the monu- 
m c n t’s base  with them  during  the 
race.

The top of the monument would fea­
ture a sled dog, and as each m usher 
arrived at the finish line another piece 
of the b ase  would be put in place 
around a cement floor.

" I t  would.takC-BCveral y e a r s  to 
com plete ."  P e r ry  said of the prop­
osed monument. "Hut it would he a 
tourist a ttraction  and something that



P erry  said a monument such as the 
one he is proposing is im portant to 
show the people the "role  the sled dog 
has played in the development of the 
Great North L and."  and to dem ons­
tra te  the philosophy behind the race.

"The idea of the race  is to bring 
back the spir i t  of the G rea t  North 
Land when there were no real bound­
aries between the two countries." he 
said. "The sled dog played a very  im ­
portant role in creating the image of 
those tim es."

Perry ,  wh" was involved in s tar ting  
the Iditarod, said he felt the race  will 
be a success, but its true success will 
depend on the participation c.” the peo­
ple in Fairbanks. Whitehorse arid trie 
communities along the race route.

"The mushers and dogs can go the 
d i s t a n c e ,  t h a t ’s a l r e a d y  b e e n  
proven," P e rry  said Tuesday night. 
"B u t  for the race  to reach  its full 
potential the people of Fa irbanks  and 
Whitehorse have to become involved.

FAIRBANKS TO WHITEHORSE— Severa l  people  involved in p lann ing  for th e  1984 s led 
dog r a c e  to Whitehorse ,  Yukon Ter r i to ry ,  m e t  in the  C anad ian  city l a s t  w eek  to t a lk  about  
guidel ines for the  r a c e  and  se t  a  da te .  At the  top f rom  left to r igh t  a r e  LeRoy  Shank  of 
F a i rb a n k s .  Rod P e r r y  of Anchorage ,  Wendy W ate r s  of W h i teh o rse : below from  the  left a r e  
Bud S m yth  of F a i rb a n k s ,  Lorrinc  Mitchell and  Gord  Mitchell of Whitehorse  an d  R o d g e r  
Wil l iams of F a i r b a n k s .  (Whitehorse Star photo)

"The Iditarod experienced about a 
decade of frustration before Anchor­
age really got involved," he added, 
"Hopefully the people of Fa irbanks  
and Whliehorsc will jum p right right 
in from the s ta r t  because an event like 
this can be a real boost to the winter 
econom y—and I think both p laces  
need that.”

I HI



ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC
P.O. Box 10315 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99710 
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December 19, 1983

T I E  RACE I S  ON!

Seasons Greetings and Congratulations,

You are a charter member in what is rapidly becoming a "World Class" 
event. Several mushers liave signed up and many more are expected to enter soon.

Our race organization is formed and is working out of Race Headquarters. 
(552*3 Second Avenue, upstairs in Carousel building) phone 452-7954.

A  race name has been chosen and a logo has been selected from a school 
child's entry. The official name is Yukon Quest. Much consideration was given 
to many suggested names.

As is defined in dictionaries, quest is to search or seek for. Pioneers 
came for specifically that reason - to search and seek gold and adventure along 
the Yukon River - the great highway of the north. This race is truly a quest; 
a quest for adventure and gold at the end of the trail.

Membership is progressing nicely, thanks to people like you. Now that 
people know this race is definitely taking place, they want to support a major 
international event taking place in their own backyard. Any requests for member­
ship can be directed to our office.

Many sponsors have stepped forward already and we are working on collecting 
many more. We will take this opportunity to thank the sponsors that have helped 
us to this day. Give'em a big hand folks, without them we wouldn't be anywhere 
close to where we are now.

Alaska-Yukon Trail Association realizes it takes money to put on a race 
of this magnitude. For that reason we have hired Mr. Ron Nord as our Director of
Sales and Advertising. Mr. Nord is very enthusiastic and is approaching his job
with an all-out effort. We are very pleased to have him on board.

A  special thanks goes out to all those volunteers who.are working tirelessly 
day and night to help Yukon Quest become a reality.

Much more is happening as the race date draws closer. If you would like
first-hand information please feel free to come by your race headquarters and talk 
with the staff.

Samson's Hardware 
Air North
Alaska Feed and lams Co. 
1049 Enterprises 
Yukon Office Supply 
Chena Hot Springs 
Arctic Circle Hot Springs 
Eagle Cotrmercial Co.
Arctic Circle General Store 
Yukon Trading Post 
Sunshine Copters

Donnybrook Lumber
Eagle Store
Fairbanks Kiwanis
Pastime Cafe
Traveler's Inn
Co-op Drug Store
Dig Ray's
Superior Coffee
Star of the North Bakery
Arctic Travelers
Circle Utility

Merry Christmas 
ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION



Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10315 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710

December 1, 1983

Dear Musher:

The Fairbanks-Whitehorse Race is on! This winter the Alaska-Yukon Trail Association of Alaska and 
the Yukon-Alaska Trail Association of Yukon Territory, Canada, are presenting an International Sled Dog 
Race o f approximately 1,000 miles. The race will start February 25, 1984, in Fairbanks, Alaska and will 
end in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. It is designed to provide an authentically historical experience that 
will more thoroughly test the abilities of dogs r.nd mushers in the skills actually used in former days. This 
race commemorates the do-or-die races for riches that took place between the Klondike and the gold fields 
o f Interior Alaska near the turn of the century and the mutual cooperation between Yukon and Alaska. 
Since the pioneer racers on the trails of old were required to be somewhat self-sufficient, our race, in the 
interest o f historical accuracy, has been designed to test that quality in the teams which compete. This 
design has produced a race that is and should continue to be unique due to a greater distance between 
checkpoints, limits on dogs and dog drops, limits on technological advantage, and more affordability and 
accessibility to the competitors.

In general we have endeavored to use established long distance racing rules but due to the unique nature 
of the race there are the following distinctive differences:

(1) Since there arc fewer checkpoints at which to receive dog food and make dog drops and since some 
of the checkpoints are over 200 miles apart, there will generally be a larger dog food minimum hauling 
requirement.

(2) To enhance the accessibility and attainability of this race and since dog teams have traditionally been 
somewhat in competition with their masters for food, necessitating limits on team size, we have established 
an upper limit of twelve (12) dogs, which is commensurate with the number of dogs used by the winners 
of most o f the recent races o f this magnitude.

(3) To test and improve the self-reliance and sufficiency skills pertaining to care and use o f dogs and 
gear we have instituted a three (3) dog maximum drop limit and mandatory use of one (1) sled only throughout 
the race.

(4) In the interest o f authenticity, a small volume of promotional freight may be required baggage.
(5) In the interest o f dog care and humane treatment, we have set an eight (8) dog starting minimum 

and a physiologically realistic recuperation period of 36 hours at Dawson, Y.T.
Our projected purse is $50,000, broken down as follows:

1. $15,000 6. $2,400 11. $900
2. 10,000 7. 1,900 12. 800
3. 5,800 8. 1,500 13. 700
4. 4,400 9. 1,200 14. 600
5. 3,300 10. 1,000 15. 500
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The Vet Check is scheduled for February 22, 1984 and will tentatively be held at the Tanana Valley 
Fairgrounds. You should have your dogs or their health certificates available in Fairbanks at this date. 
The Mushers’ Meeting and drawing banquet will be held the following day. You must be present to compete. 
Entrants will be further advised of this and of coordination of food shipment procedures.

As stated in General Race Procedure Rule #3, the course should be fairly well marked and broken, 
depending on weather. To compensate for possible trail deviations, maximum distances between check­
points have been approximated as stated below:

Fairbanks - Chena H ot Springs............................. 90 miles
Chena H ot Springs •* Circle H ot Springs  90 miles
Circle H ot Springs - Circle C i ty   50 miles
Circle City - E ag le ..................................................... 190 miles
Eagle - D a w so n ..........................................................120 miles
Dawson - Carm acks...................................................290 miles
Carmacks - W hitehorse, Y .T...................................120 miles

Due to the fact that the start and finish of this race are connected by paved highway and that all but 
three checkpoints can be reached by year-round road, it promises to be a highly visible event, attractive 
to sponsors and logistically economical to mushers.

You may expect a  more detailed explanation and discussion of the rules at the Mushers’ Meeting. You 
may also expect that the rules will be equitably enforced and that the race officials will also be bound 
by these rules.

W hat will be expected of you is summed up in Rule if36 as follows:

“Sportmanship:
“The Code of the Noith dictates that all travelers be courteous, helpful, generous and honorable to a 

degree that will inspire and ensure enduring concern for their welfare in the minds of their hosts. Conduct 
yourself well enough so that the next musher will be welcomed with equal hospitality.

“Any competitor or athlete worthy of the name realizes that all people—officials, volunteers, media, 
and fans—arc equally participants in this event and that it is the musher’s responsibility to define the upper 
limits o f human performance. A true Sportsman is an inspiration to all witnesses!’

If you wish to enter this race, fill out the enclosed entry form and send with it a $500.00 check or money 
order to:

Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc.
P.C. Box 10315
Fairbanks, Alaska 99710

If you require additional entry forms, send your request (and entry fee if you wish) to the above address 
or call 452-7954.

Upon receipt of your entry we will forward a copy of the rules, names and addresses of checkers, locations 
of food consolidation points, etc.

You are hereby invited and welcomed to this race.

Sincerely,

ALASKA-YUKON TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC.



AYTA SPONSORSHIP CATEGORIES

BENEFACTOR

S10.000 and Up: 1 .
2 .
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

1 0 .
11.
12.
13.

Become benefactor

Speaking time at banquet

Higher listing place on all publications

Larger banner space available

Large plaque stating "benefactor"

Name and logo through September 30th.

Name in all official publications (use) 

Banquet (start and finish)

a. Name on program

b. Sign space available

c. Recognition at podium 

Possible news coverage

a. T.V.

b. Radio
Official newspaper recognition 

Place in annual

Official letter of recognition from Board 

Plaque for office stating sponsorship

SPONSOR

$ 5 ,000 - $9,999: 1 .
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
Name and logo through September 30th.

Name in all official publication (use) 

Banquet (start and finish)

a. Name on program

b. Sign space available
c. Recognition at podium 

Possible news coverage

a. T.V.

b. Radio

Official newspaper recognition 

Place in annual
Official letter of recognition from Board 

Plaque for office stating sponsorship

RACE SUPPORTER

$ 1 , 0 0 0  - $4,999: 1. List name in banquet publication

(Fairbanks & Whitehorse)

2. Official "thank you "  in paper

3. Official certificate for wall

CHARTER MEMBERSHIPS:

$1 , 0 0 0  - Lifetime membership:

25 0  - Sustaining membership:

1 00 - Business:

Newsletters, patch, year-end annual, 

& plaque.

Newsletters, patch, year-end a n 1", il, 

& p l a q u e . .

Newsletters (4 copies each), patches 

(4), year-end annual, certificate.

50 - Family: Newsletters, patches (2), year-end annual

25 - Individual Newsletters, patch, year-end annual.
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race io tvwieh
T h e  new  s!t*d dog r a c e  be tw een  F a i r b a n k s  art !  

WhitelKjr.se to be run tor th<* Jii st tune  in F e b r u a r y  * is 
s hap ing  up us a ra c e  to v.’ateh.

M ushe rs  a r e  beginning to drop the ir  n a m e s  in tin- 
ha t  now to join tin* race ,  w hk l  u !! begin F e b  2fi in 
F a i rb an k s .

The  •rail for the met* w:l! fo llo w  rut:uh!> along 
ro u te  h o n o rs  u.m d to tr. jvei i ov n  n F a i r b a n k s  ami 
Whitehorse  dur ing  gob: ue.h  da;. . .Mu.-her., will tm.i 
condi tions  not so dill 'ereni h u m  ’ho turn  ol the cen tu ry  
With the  checkpoin ts  lew and fa r  between, the re  will be 
m a n y  nights  c a m p e d  out along tee  t rad .  The ra c e  will 
becom e  a test  of a f inisher 's  outi ioorsskit ls  as  well as the  
speed  and  e n d u ran ce  ol I us dogs

Thi > is w hat Alaska t: .ill .ib.,u’ Moat of us will admit  
to tak ing  at least a little pride i:i o n t r ium phs  over  the  
advers i ty  (ha t ' s  built into Ide in Alaska Along the  t ra il ,  
m a n  m e e t s  n a tu re  head  on. For the  m u sh e r s  i t’s  an e x ­
cit ing challenge.  Fu r  those of us a! home keeping t raek  
of the i r  p rogress ,  it’s a rem inde r  of how s trong is our  
dependence  upon na ture .

We w ere  p leased  to learn  that  one local bus iness— 
S a m so n 's  H a r d w a r e  - has  m ade  a JdD.utkidunat ion to the 
Alaska-Yukon Trai l  Com m it tee  to suppor t  the race .  We 
hope o thers  will join in providing the backing  neces sa ry  
to u n d e r ta k e  this excit ing new project .

•s.
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.ACIS IM.ANNKItS—M em b e rs  of Sourdough Trail  In ter 
at iona l.  Inc*, s ign p a p e r s  of incorpora tion at  the C h am b er  
I C o m t n e r e e  T h u r s d a y .  F r o m  left to r igh t  a re .  dog 
lusher  Hud Sm yth ,  David  K lum b and  (Hen Craig.

i Stilt I fl'ntti h\ .It h'

r

/ oap moves ahead
m Whitehorse dog race
1 lie group dial lias proposed a  .sic * 
>g r a c e  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  to  
nitclior.se, Yukon Territory, took a 
•p toward seeing llu ir goal become 
reality  Thursday altcruoon when 
ey o ff ic ia l ly  fo rm ed  Sourdough 
ail Intel mil loiial. Inc.
•This race  is definitely for rea l,"  
id l.clloy Shank, one of the seven 
ai d m em bers  who took part  in the 
eum ent signing cerem ony in the 
ficos of the Fairbanks Cham ber of 
uiimercc.
About 2.-) people, including F a i r  
.nks Mayor Itill Walley, Horougb 
: yor Hill Allen and C ham ber  of 
>nmerce I'resident Huki Wright 
' . xsed Hie event.
If. addition to Shank, the six other 
ard  m em bers  (Hen Craig, David 

Klumb, I to g c r  W il l iam s ,  Hud 
aylli, board cha irm an  Jim  Hcnnclt 
kI Dr. Ron Could -signed die legal 
•eimients necessary to form the cor 
'ration.
sourdough  T ra i l  In te rn a t io n a l 's

goal is to •‘promote the spirit dial 
compels one to live in the < h eat Nurl li 
b a n d ,  an in te rna tiona l  sp ir i t  that 
knows no govi rmeiital I.omul.u !•••.. to 
bring public attention to the historic 
lole of the north cnnnti v  and die p e n  

p lea in la i im ia ls t l ia ls trove lon ie r l  it- * 
challenge."

The proposed course fur the race 
would t r a v e l  tip the  Chena River 
along the Chena lint Springs Trail and 
beyond to Arctic Circle Hot Spring-.. 
Central and Circle Cuy.

From  there the mu.shcrs would lot 
low the Yukon Itiver to Kagle and 
Dawson, YT, and on to Whitehorse v ta 
the historic Dawson Trail.

The course approximates the trail 
which goldseekcrs  t rave led  at tin* 
tu rn  of the century.

Following the cerem ony severa l 
m em bers  of the organization left lor 
Whitehorse where they were to mv •! 
Canadian mushers and other group 
so that specific guidelines loi d i e  ruee 
can  be d iaw n up as s o o n  a ,  p o  .il>;<-

AmLvnoN 
ALL MUSHCKS!!!

KirM annual Fairbanks lo 
Whitehorse Skd Dog Raw! 
1000 aula ovee ihe Gold 
Rusk Trail! Euler Now!!! 
Roc. Feb. 23, DM ! For 
more details call Leioy
O'.r.V U l-flU . Vl'r

* - ( . . ■ - - . ■ 
Mushers g roup  sets 
signing ceremony

The organizing group of the prop­
osed Fa irbanks-to -W hitehorsc  sled 
dog race  will sign formal incorpora­
tion papers Thursday afternoon.

A c e re m o n y  e s ta b l i s h in g  S o u r ­
dough Trail International Inc. will be 
Thursday a t I p.m. at the  Visitors In ­
formation Center log cabin on Second 
Avenue.

The public is invited to attend.
Several tra il com m ittee m em bers 

a re  going to W hitehorse to m eet with 
C a n a d ia n  m u s h e r s .  T h e  c r o s s ­
country sled dog race  is ten tatively  
scheduled for la te  F eb ru ary  or ea rly  
M arch of 1984

Musher files 
for Whitehorse race

M urray  C layton of H aines is the 
firs t m usher to reg iste r for the F air- 
banks-to-W hitehorse s led  dog ra c e  
s lu lc d  fo r i ts  f i r s t  ru n n in g  n e x t 
F eb ruary .

Clayton, who is train ing  his team  at 
a  s ite  off Chena Hot Springs Hoad, 
p a id  his $500 en try  a t the  A laska- 
Y ukon T ra il  A sso c ia tio n  m e e tin g  
T hursday nigh', a t Ryan Jun io r High.

About 35 people attended  the m ee t­
ing at which various com m ittees w ere 
form ed to deal with tra il p repara tion  
for the race , which is sla ted  lo s ta r t  in 
F airb an k s next Feb. 25. R ace o rg a ­
nizers figure it will tak e  m ushers a b ­
out two weeks to cover the approx­
im ately 1,000  miles of tra il betw een 
the two cities.

M ushers in terested  in partic ipa ting  
in the  event should co n tac t LeRoy 
Shank a t 4U8-9763. Shank is a m em ber 
of the board of d irectors of Sourdough 
Trail In ternational, Inc., the co rp o ra ­
tion th a t will organize the race.

The en try  fee has been set at $500.

I ' t l jf t  Anlmilj
to a n n m n m m ilf

III ANNUA! 
la irb nk ilo  Wkllebooe 

Skd I»t>f Race
" .r  IM0 miles over Thr 
' I Kuvh Trail! In lc r  

v!!! Race February 25. 
*4. Mushers get ) 0 iif 

. 'f\ ready, then call leioy 
Shank. 4iiS-!)7H for mure 
infoiniaiitin. nr/."'

Personals

BE . A SPONSOR, 
orfanirtr, volunteer and 
supporter of ihe Urn An­
nual Fairbanks io 
Whitehorse Dog Slrd Race! 
On Feb. 2), ISM, ihe Cold 
Rush Era roule from Fair­
banks in Whilrhorie will 
once again know Ihe foot­
fall of tied Jogs and ihe 
blent hm of lunneis over 
Use inn*! Sign up no* to 
be a -art ot the very fust 
roc*. 2all 4M-976J. letoy 
Shan). t"/“



Alaska-Yukon Trail A ssociation , Inc. 
Yukon Quest 

Fairbanks to Whitehorse 1 0 0 0  Miles

MAKE IT HAPPEN

We present you w ith a unique chance to take part in something truly Alaskan.

An exciting opportunity is now available to a select few companies and individuals w ho would like to pioneer in the 

crea ion of an epic, thousand-mile-class sled dog race between Fairbanks and Whitehorse. Bringing the Gold Rush era 

back to life, this contest has potential to go down in Northland history as the richest, most internationally famous sporting 
event ever held in Interior Alaska and the Yukon Territory!

Some watch it happen — Some make it happen!

We are soliciting investors of vision and spirit who realize what such a great race can do fo: the North Country and 

will throw their financial shoulders behind the wheel to assure that the dream becomes reality. W e seek the involvement 

of these intrepid visionaries w ho will demonstrate the same faith and dedication as the pioneer giants who settled and 
developed this country.

Sponsors are considered partners in the enterprise and we are ready to work to further their interests. We are prepared 

to present our sponsors maximum opportunity for advertising visibility. W e have a market of intriguing ideas.

CONTRIBUTE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING 

PRIZE MONEY
. 1. $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  6. $ 2 ,4 0 0  11. $900

2. 10,000  7. 1,900 12. 800

3. 5 ,8 0 0  8. 1,500 13. 700

4. 4 ,4 0 0  9. 1,200 14. 600

5. 3 ,3 0 0  10. 1,000 15. 500

START/FINISH BANNERS/BIBS $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

OFFICIAL OUTFITTER $ 5 ,000.0 0

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

OFFICIAL SPONSORS
$ 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  and UP — 1. Name and logo through September 30th

2. Nome in all official publications (use)

3. Banquet (start and finish)

a. name on program

b. sign space available
c. recognition at podium

4. News coverage

a. T.V.
b. Radio

5. Official newspaper recognition

6. Place in annual

7. Official letter of recognition from board

8. Plaque for thair office stating sponsorship 

0 1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  and UP -  ALL OF THE ABOVE

1. Becomes benefactor

2. Speaking time at banquets
3. Higher listing place on all publications

4. Larger banner space available

5. Large plaque stating ''benefactor"

6. Annual



RACE SUPPORTER

$ 1 ,000 .00
fo r  1000 m i l e s  — 1. List name in banquet publication (Fairbanks & Whitehorse)

2. Offical thank you in paper

3. Official certificate on wall

4. T.V. recognition

T.V. COVERAGE
Start-Finish of Race 

February 25th — Fairbanks to Whitehorse

FAIRBANKS - ANCHORAGE COVERAGE
30-40  min. daily Update Prime

A .M . P.M. Late

NEWSPAPER RECOGNITION

BANQUET RECOGNITION

BANQUET PROGRAM

RADIO COVERAGE

BUDGET
Alaska-Yukon Trail Association, Inc. $ 1 1 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0

Encompassing the Following:

Airfare/Fuel

Trail Expense

Checkpoints
Communications

Office and Administration

Hospitality
Promotions/Printing
Equipment/Miscellaneous

Prize Money
$1 1 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0
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• 'Independent in AII Things. . Seutml in Sone' ’

j Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily
j reflect those of the Daily News-Miner.

Special year;  special race
The year 1984 promises to be a special one in Alaska.

. We’re glad to offer encouragement to yet another excit- 
! ing event whose inaugural year hopefully w ill coincide 
, w ith the celebration of A laska ’s 25th anniversary of 

statehood.
A group of Fa irbanks dogrnushers has been working 

with their counterparts in Whitehorse, Canada, to orga­
nize a 1,000-mile sled dog race between our two cities; 
one year beginning in Fa irbanks and the next year be­
ginning in Whitehorse.

Starting date for 1984 has been set for Feb. 25, with 
Fa irbanks to be the starting point. Two to three weeks 
la ter, the mushers, who w ill be lim ited to no more than 12 
dogs, should reach Whitehorse.

We urge Fairbanksans to enthusiastica lly support 
this new race. As one of the organizers noted, the parti­
cipation of Fa irbanks and Whitehorse, as well as the 
communities along the route, may determine whether 
efforts to undertake the race w ill prove successful or 
not.

Three organizations have been formed to see the 
race through. Sourdough Tra il International Inc. is the 
corporation that w ill adm inister the race. From the 
Fa irbanks end, the Alaska-Yukon Tra il Association will 
be responsib le for getting the tra i l ready; from the 
Whitehorse end the Yukon-Alnska T ra il Association will 
do the same job.

The route from Fairbanks w ill follow the historic 
Che ia Hot Springs Tra il along the Chena River,' then 
head to Arctic Circle Hot Springs, Central and Circle 
City. From there, the mushers w ill follow the Yukon 
R ive r to Eagle , Dawson and then to Whitehorse along 
the historic Dawson Trail. They’ll take a 30-hour layover 
in Dawson.

No other sport is as un ique ly A laskan as dog- 
mushing. We think it ’s most appropriate that part of our 
statehood anniversary celebration will be the first run­
ning of a race that we hope becomes an annual event.



Yukon Quest gets
m ore sponsors

The Alaska Yukon T r .’il Associa­
tion lias received three m c re m ajor 
d o n a tions  to ta l in g  $12,500 to r  the 
“ Yukon Quest" sled dog race  from 
Fairbanks  to Whitehorse.

Trail association officials said this 
morning that the donations have put 
them  within 90 percent of their goal of 
$50,000, which is needed to guarantee 
the purse for the 1,000-plus-mile race.

Tuesday night Carper e r ’s Union 
Local 1245 voted to donate $5,000 to the 
association. Union officials presented 
the donation Wednesday morning.
' O the r  m a jo r  donations received 

this week include $5,000 from NERCO 
M ineral Company and $2,500 from 
MAPCO Petroleum in North Pole.

Four  more m ushers have entered 
the ra c e  since Tuesday and there  are  
now 21 m ushers  officially entered. 
The en try  deadline is Jan .  31.
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