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MEMBERS PRESENT

.Senator Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Senator Ziegler, Vice Chair 
Senator Eliason 
Senator P. Fischer 
Senator Mulcahy 
Senator S^urgulewski

Rep. Ringstad, Co-Chair 
Rep. Shultz, Co-Chair 
Rep. Go11 
Rep. Larson 
Rep. Liska

CALENDAR

Briefing by the Alaska Board of Forestry. JOINT MEETING WITH 
HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE.

Mike Barton, Alaska Board of Forestry, testified that the Board 
was fulfilling the statutory requirement of reporting to the 
Legislature its recommendations on state forestry issues (AS 
41,17.047). The forest products industry is the third largest 
in the state, employs over 5,000 people and the value of its 
exports equals that of the fishing industry. He praised the 
establishing of the State Forest system, providing a stable 
land base, contributing to the development of the industry.

Bob Ellis, Alaska Board of Forestry, reported that the 
Department of Natural Resources has satisfactorily followed the 
mandate of the Forest Practices Act, embracing the concept of 
"multiple resource use".

Richard W. Groff, Alaska Board of Forestry, recommended that 
the state cover federal budget shortfalls in the "service 
forestry" program. He also spoke in support of SB 202,
establishing the Yakataga State Forest.



Samuel J. Bacino, Alaska Board of Forestry, discussed the 
Board's three resolutions. One supported the state's takeover 
of fire protection of 70 million acres in the McGrath area, 
formerly protected by BLM. Another endorsed DNR's method of 
classifying lands by the amount of fire protection needed. The 
third supported SB 202, establishing the Yakataga State Forest. 
The Board will be recommending amendments to SB 366, relating 
to fire protection.

John Sturgeon, Director, Division of Forestry, Department of 
Natural Resources, discussed the role and the future plans of 
the Alaska Board of Forestry. The Board will be eviewing 
management plans for the Haines and Tanana Valley State 
Forests, guiding the marketing of forest products, planning 
transportation systems for combined resource deve1opment, and 
reviewing taxation of forested land. He also answered
questions about the Icy Bay timber sale.

Stephen Waste, United Fishermen of Alaska, * sstified that they 
•will be making recommendations to the Board on the Haines State 
Forest management plan in the near future.

The meeting adjourned at 3:48 pm.
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•5 41.17.030 P u b l ic  R e s o u r c e s § 41.17.041

be a n a tu ra l  resources land m a n a g e r  w ith  generally  accepted educa­
tional creden tia ls ,  fam il ia r  and experienced  w ith  the renew ab le  and 
nonrenew able  resources the va lues  o f  forest land and  th e  products, 
benefits, and  services obtained from them .

(c) T he com m issioner shall a d m in is te r  th is  chap te r  and  is au th o ­
rized and  encouraged  to delegate responsib i l i t ie s  for c a rry in g  out th is  
chap te r  to th e  s ta te  forester. (§ 1 ch 10S SLA 197S; am  § 42 ch 113 SLA 
1981; am  § 5 ch 91 SLA 19S3)

R e v is o r ’s  n o te s .  — In 1989, th is  section 
w as reo rg an ized  in to  p re sen t subsections 
(a)-(c) und tw o o th e r  sections. P re sen t lb) 
was fo rm erly  p a r t  o ffa l  and p re sen t (cl w as 
form erly d e s ig n a ted  (bl. F o rm er subsec­
tions (d)-(i) an d  ik l w ere ren u m b ered  as AS 
4 t.l7 .0 5 ii(o l-(g i an d  fo rm er subsection  (j ) 
was ren u m b ered  a s  A S -11.17.900(d).

E f fe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T he 1981 
am en d m en t su b s ti tu te d  "m ay ” fer "sh a ll"  
and "fo restry "  for " fo r.- 't. land , and  w a te r  
m an ag em en t"  in th e  f irs t sen tence  of su b ­
section tab  

T he 1988 u m o n d i. 'en t repealed  form er 
subsection  (cl o f th is  section.

O p in io n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l .  -  T he 
a llocation  of re sp o n sib ility  for a d m in is tra ­
tion of th e  fo rest p rac tices  reg u la tio n s in 
coasta l m an a g em e n t consistency d e te r ­
m in a tio n s is su ffic ien tly  un c lear th’a t it

s e e m s ap p ro p ria te  for re so lu tio n  by th e  
ad o p tio n  o f reg u la tio n s  since d iffe rin g  po l­
icy co n sid era tio n s em p h asized  in  th e  
F o re s t  P rac tices  A ct, th e  C oasta l 
M a n a g em en t Act. an d  proposed p e rm it 
re fo rm  reg u la tio n s  w ill be served  to a 
g r e a te r  o r lesse r e x te n t  by assig n in g  
re sp o n s ib ility  for in te rp re tin g  and  
a p p ly in g  th e  forest p rac tices re g u la tio n s  to 
m ore  th a n  one agency and  s in ce  a p a r tic ­
u l a r  re su lt  is no t com pelled u n d e r  th e  v a r ­
io u s  pieces o f au th o riz in g  leg isla tion . 
A p ril 90. 1981, Op. A tt’y G en.

T h e  adop tion  of forest p rac tices re g u ­
la t io n s  by th e  D ep artm en t o f N a tu ra l 
R esources in 11 AAC 9.i h a s  com pletely  
p reem p ted  th e  coasta l policy council's 
re g u la tio n s , (3 AAC 80.100, in regi 'a tin g  
t im b e r  h a rv e s t and processing in  th e  
c o a s ta l  a rea . A pril 90, 19.81, Op. i t'y  Gen

S«.*c. 41.17.030. R e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  d i ’ 's io n .  (a) T he division shall  
m anage  s ta te  forests and, as d irec ted  by the  commissioner, provide 
technical advice to the division of la n d s  on sound forest practices neces­
sary to en su re  the  continuous g ro w in g  and  harves t ing  of commercial 
forest species on o th e r  s ta te  land.

(b) T he division shall regula te  o p e ra t io n s  on p rivate  forest land as 
authorized by the provisions of th is  ch a p te r  or s ta te  law.

(c) T he  division shall provide pub lic  inform ation and  ass is tance  
regard ing  forest practices and t im b e r  m an ag e m en t  generally . (§ 1 ch 
108 SLA 1978)

O p in io n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g t r - r a l .  — T he 
D ep artm en t o f N a tu ra l Resource., u n d e r 
the  a u th o rity  o f  AS -U.17.0.'l0lj), caiin ..4 
p reem pt th e  regtil.ilu i y a u th o rity  of th e

cotnm l.v .ioner o f fi.-di and  g am e u n d e r  AS 
l(i.0„  970 over nonpoint source po llu tion  
o f  unadriiiuoii.-i .stream s caused  by logging 
u 'iv it ie s . M arch I, I9H9. Op /U t’y CJen.

S ee . 41.17.011, H o a rd  o f  f o r e s t r y ,  (n) T he  Hoard of F o res t .y  is 
established in th e  D epartm ent o f  N a tu r a l  Resources, division of 
forestry.

(b) The hoard is composed of 14 m e m b e rs  appointed by the governor 
from nom inate  ns subm itted  from th e  g roups  listed in (c) of th is  section. 
The board sha ll  elect its own p re s id in g  ofiicer.
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§ 41.17.043 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 41.17.045

(c) S ea ts  on th e  boaru  shall be allocated as follows:
(1) the  s ta te  forester ex officio h a s  one seat;
(2) a nom inee of th e  reg ional forester, United S ta te s  Forest Service 

h a s  one seat;
(3) a nom inee of the  Society of A m erican  Foresters  has  one seat;
(4) nom inees  of N a tiv e  corporations owning or likely to own com­

m erc ia l t im b er  s tan d s  h av e  four sea ts ,
(5) a  nom inee of the  A la sk a  Loggers’ Association or of a t im ber 

processor doing bus iness  in A laska  h a s  one seat;
(6) a nom inee of an  A la sk a n  env ironm enta l  group has  one seat;
(7) r nom inee o f  the  A lask a  Coastal M anagem en t Council h as  one 

sea t;
(8) a nom inee of un ions  engaged  in processing forest products h as  

one seat;
(9) a nom inee of the  U nited  F ishe rm en  of A laska h as  one seat;
(10) a  nom inee of the A lask a  M iners’ Association lias one seat; and
(11) a m em b er  from th e  public at large  has  <ne seat.
(d) E ach  group en ti t led  to m ak e  nom inations u n d e r  (c) of th is  section 

sh a l l  su b m it  th ree  n am es  to th e  governor for the vacancy on the  board 
it is entit led to m ake  no m in a tio n s  for.

(e) M em bers  of the board, except the  s ta te  forester, do not serve a t  
th e  p leasu re  of th e  governor. (§ 1 ch 108 SLA 1978; am  jj 87 ch 59 SLA 
1982)

H t'v is o r ’a  n n t ,,s . — Kuril.i t Iv AS aim -m l/m 'nt M ib stitu trd  "<livi>ion *>f 
•11.17.040(nl-ldI. <g.. Ut num in /i ll in ltlSU furi-.slry" fnr'MiviMim of forest, I.md, w u c r

K ffo c t o f  in.'H 'nO’iii 'n ls .  — T h e  lflS'J in .m /w in n /t"  in subsection  Utl.

S e c .  41.17.043. T e r m s  o f  o ff ice .  The term  of office of a mem ber of 
th e  board  is th ree  years; th e  governor shall m ake  the  initial appoin t­
m e n ts  to the  hoard  in such a cay th a t  four nom inations expire during 
1980, four ap p o in tm en ts  exp .re  d u r in g  1981, and  th ree  appoin tm ents  
exp ire  d u r in g  1982. T h e  staiC forester serves an  indefinite term , ex 
officio. (§ 1 ch 108 SLA 1978.

I t e v i s o r ’fi noti'H . — F o rm erly  AS 
•!1.17.(MO;e). Rom im boivd in  1UH3.

S e c .  41.17.045. R e m o v a l  o f  m e m b e r s ,  tai The governor may in i ti ­
a te  th e  removal of a board m em ber for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or 
misconduct in office by de livering  to the m em ber a w ri t ten  copy of the 
ch a rg es  and  giving the  m em ber an  opportunity  to be heard  in person 
or by counsel a t a public h e a r in g  before the governor or the governor’s 
designee on a t  least 19 days w ri t ten  notice by registered  mail. The 
m em b er  h as  a - ig h t  of confrontation  and cross-exam ination of wit­
nesses testifying.
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§ 41.17.047 Puw.ic R k s o u r c k s § 41.17.055

(b) T he rem oval is effective 15 days after th e  governor files a com­
plete s ta te m e n t  o f  all ch a rg es  m ade aga ins t  the m em ber an d  th e  
Findings on those charges , in th e  m ain  office of the board, except t h a t  
a m em ber m ay appeal th e  findings to the superio r court. T he court 
shall l im it  its review  to a  d e te rm in a tio n  of w h e th e r  the findings on the  
charges a re  su b s ta n t ia te d  by th e  evidence presented. T he removal is 
suspended for a n y  period of t im e  du rin g  which an  appeal from th e  
findings of the governor or  the governor’s designee is pending. (§ I ch 
10S SLA 1978)

R e v is o r 's  n o te s .  — F o rm erly  AS reorgan ized  into tw o su b je c tio n s  in 1983. 
41 17.040th). R en u m b ered  a n d

Sec. 41.17.047. P o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  b o a r d .  T he board shall  
review and  com m ent to th e  com m issioner on regula tions proposed for 
adoption u n d er  th is  chap te r .  T h e  board shall  also report  to the legisla­
tu re  its recom m endations  for changes  in the provisions of th is  c h a p te r  
and its com m ents  on th e  reg u la t io n s  adopted by the com m issioner 
under th is  ch ap te r .  It m ay also review and advise the  leg is la tu re  on the 
activities of the division. (§ 1 ch 108 SLA 1978)

R e v is e r 's  n o te s .  — F o rm erly  AS 
41.17.040(0. R en u m b ered  in 1983.

Sec. 41.17.055. P o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n e r ,  (a) T he  
commissioner m ay  d es ig n a te  an d  operate  experim enta l  and research 
forests on s ta te  land  consis ten t  w ith  u .e  l im ita tions  of AS OS.05.800. 
Laboratories and  o th e r  facilit ies m ay  be employed in conjunction with  
those forests.

(b) T he  com m issioner m ay  es tab lish  and  m ain ta in  forest vegeta tion 
nurseries  and  g reenhouses  for p lan t in g  stock to be m ade availab le ,  
with or w ithout charge, to organizations, ins titu tions ,  governm en t 
agencies, ind ividuals ,  an d  businesses  for reforestation, afforestation, 
and re lated purposes.

(c) The com m issioner is au tho rized  to un d er tak e  cooperative foresty 
programs, ex tension services and  education program s, and  to 
otherw ise offer a full ran g e  of professional m an ag em en t services to the 
in terested  public. W hen the com m issioner considers it. beneficial, the 
commissioner m ay p ar t ic ip a te  in federal ass is tance p rog ram s by 
accepting ass is tance  in w h a te v e r  form offered.

(d) T he com m issioner m ay  develop proposed regu la tions  u n d er  th is  
chap te r  as p a r t  of the  s t a t e  p rog ram  for control of nonpoint source 
pollution u n d e r  the  Federal W a te r  Pollution Control Act, as am ended, 
and shall  seek to e n te r  into a cooperative ag reem en t with the com m is­
sion of en v iro n m en ta l  conserva tion  for th a t  purpose. However, the 
D epartm en t of E n v iro n m en ta l  C onserva tion  is the  lead agency for 
w ater qua li ty  und control o f  nonpoin t source pollution u nder  th a t  Act,
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J O H N  S T U R G E O N ,  D I R E C T O R ,  D I V I S I O N  O F  F O R E S T R Y ,  D N R

B O A R D  O F  F O R E S T R Y  E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 7 9  ( A S  4 1 . 1 7 . 0 4 1 )  

1 4  M E M B E R S  A P P O I N T E D  B Y  G O V E R N O R  ( S E E  A T T A C H E D  T T;'?) 

D U T I E S :

C O M M E N T  T O  C O M M I S S I O N E R  O N  R E G U L A T I O N S  

R E P O R T  T O  L E G I S L A T U R E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  F O R  C H A N G E S  

I N  S T A T U T E

T H E  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N  F O R  T H E  T A N A N A  V A L L E Y  S T A T E  F O R E S T  

W H I C H  M U S T  B E  P R E P A R E D  W I T H I N  3 Y E A R S ,  R E Q U I R E S  R E V I E W  

B Y  T H E  B O A R D  O F  F O R E S T R Y .



STATE OF ALASKA

1 1 7 2 . 1

J a n u a r y  24, 1 9 8 4

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  

S e n a t o r

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

On J a n u a r y  27, 1 9 8 4  a t  3 : 0 0  p . m . ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  F o r e s t r y  will 

a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  j o i n t  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e s .  T h e  

B o a r d  o f  F o r e s t r y  is a d i v e r s e  g r o u p  m a d e  up  o f  14 m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  f o u r  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  ( D o y o n ,  K o n i a g ,

S e a l a s k a ,  a n d  C h u g a c h ) ,  t h e  A l a s k a  L o g g e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  U n i t e d  

F i s h e r m e n  o f  A l a s k a ,  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s ,  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  u n i o n s  a n d  o ne 

P u b l i c - a t - L a r g e  m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  w a s  f o r m e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in 

19 7 9  to  g u i d e  S t a t e  F o r e s t r y ,  r e c o m m e n d  c h a n g e s  as n e e d e d  to t he 

F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  S t a t u t e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  a nd 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s .

In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d  is m a n d a \ e d  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 1 7 . 0 4 7  to r e p o r t  to th e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i ts r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c n  s t a t e  f o r e s t r y  i s s u e s .  In t h e  d a y  

a n d  a h a l f  p r e v i o u s  to  m e e t i n g  w i t h  y o u ,  t h e  B o a r d  w ill r e c e i v e  

b r i e f i n g  on  f o r e s t r y  i s s u e s  i m p o r t a n t  to A l a s k a .  We  all s p e c u l a t e  on  

w h a t  to  d o  w h e n  o u r  oil r e v e n u e s  b e g i n  d e c l i n i n g  a n d  t r y  to e n v i s i o n  

w h a t  o u r  e c o n o m y  w ill be  b a s e d  on  w h e n  t h e  oil is g o ne. T h e  B o a r d  is 

c o n f i d e n t  t h a t ,  if p r o p e r l y  g u i d e d ,  t h e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  c an 

do m u c h  to h e l p  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  d i v e r s i f y  A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y .

Y ou a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to  a t t e n d  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .  T h i s  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g r o u p  c a n  o f f e r  s o m e  v e r y  u s e f u l  a d v i c e  on  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

t h i r d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  h o w  to a s s u r e  its g r o w t h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  in 

t h e  f u t u r e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L. S t u r g e o n  

e F o r e s t e r
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