


C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  SB 49.1 (L & C) IS A B I L L  W H I C H  

A M E N D S  T H E  W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  ACT, AS 45.75.

IN 1982, T H E  O V E R W E I G H T  AND O V E R S I Z E  M O T O R  V E H I C L E  P R O G R A M  

W A S  T R A N S F E R R E D  F R O M  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  T O  T H E  

D E P A R T M E N T  OF C O M M E R C E  AND E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T .  T H I S  

T R A N S F E R  I N C L U D E D  T H E  D U T I E S  OF O P E R A T I N G  V E H I C L E  W E I G H I N G  

S T A T I O N S ,  I S S U I N G  P E R M I T S  F O R  O V E R W E I G H T  AND O V E R S I Z E  

V E H I C L E S ,  AND E N F O R C I N G  T H E  V E H I C L E  S I ZE, W E I G H T  , AND LOAD 

LIMITS.

T H E  1982 T R A N S F E R  OF D U T I E S  W A S  A C C O M P L I S H E D  O N L Y  B Y  A D D I N G  

A P A R A G R A P H  TO T H E  G E N E R A L  D U T I E S  TO  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF 

C O M M E R C E .  CS S B  491 C O M P L E T E S  T H E  T R A N S F E R  BY A L S O  A D D I N G  

T H O S E  D U T I E S  TO T H E  W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  ACT.

S E C T I O N  13 OF T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  C L A R I F I E S  T H A T  T H E  

C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF C O M M E R C E  M A Y  A U T H O R I Z E  D E P A R T M E N T  E M P L O Y E E S  

TO  ISSUE C I T A T I O N S  T O  P E R S O N S  W H O  V I O L A T E  T H E  D O T / P F  V E H I C L E  

SIZE, W E I GHT, AND LOAD L I M ITS, T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  OF AN 

O V E R W E I G H T  O R  O V E R S I Z E  V E H I C L E  PERM I T ,  O R  D E P A R T M E N T  

R E G U L A T I O N S .  “HIS E L I M I N A T E S  AN A M B I G U I T Y  A N D  L O O P H O L E  L E F T  

A F T E R  T H E  1982 T R A N S F E R  OF E N F O R C E M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y  TO T H E  

D E P A R T M E N T .

S E C T I O N S  26 AND 27 OF C S S B  491 S T A T E S  T H E  P E N A L T Y  F O R  ALL 

W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  O F F E N S E S  IS A C L A S S  B M I S D E M E A N O R  PLUS



F I V E  C E N T S  A P O U N D  F O R  O V E R W E I G H T  V E H I C L E  O F F E N S E S .  T H I S  

C H A N G E  C O N F O R M S  T O  T H E  N E W  C R I M I N A L  C O D E  AND W I L L  P R O V I D E  A 

M O R E  E F F E C T I V E  D E T E R R E N T  T O  W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  V I O L A T I O N S .  

C U R R E N T L Y ,  M A N Y  P E O P L E  A R E  T O O  W I L L I N G  T O  R I S K  C I T A T I O N  FOR 

V I O L A T I O N S  B E C A U S E  OF T H E  LOW M A X I M U M  P E N A L T I E S .

ALL OF T H E S E  C H A N G E S  IN T H E  W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  ACT W I L L  

I N C R E A S E  T H E  E F F E C T I V E N E S S  A N D  E F F I C I E N C Y  OF I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  

OF T H E  ACT, E S P E C I A L L Y  T H E  O V E R W E I G H T  AND O V E R S I Z E  V E H I C l E 

PRO G R A M .  T H E R E F O R E ,  I U R G E  Y O U R  P A S S A G E  OF C S S B  491.

pie^T' C d /)*!&&£



A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

1) T H E  C H A N G E S  M A D E  IN T H E  C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  I N C L U D E

A) PG 6, L I N E  29  - D E L E T E D  " A R R E S T  OR" SO T H E  D E P T

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  CAN G I V E  A C I T A T I O N  FOR A V I O L A T I O N ,  B U T  

C A N N O T  A R R E S T  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L

B) PG 12, L I N E  1 - M A D E  T H E  P E N A L T Y  A C L A S S  B

M I S D E M E A N O R  I N S T E A D  OF T H E  O R I G I N A L  C L A S S  A M I S D E M E A N O R

C) PG W ,  L I N E S  3 - 8  - A D D E D  S E C T I O N  27 W H I C H  S T A T E S

T H A T  F I V E  C E N T S  A P O U N D  CAN B E  A S S E S S E D  F O R  O V E R W E I G H T  

V E H I C L E  O F F E N S E  IN A D D I T I O N  TO  T H E  F I N E  E S T A B L I S H E D  AS 

A C L A S S  B M I S D E M E A N O R

2) C S S B  491 D E C R E A S E S  T H E  F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  R E Q U I R E D

I N S P E C T I O N S  A N D  T E S T S  O F  ALL W E I G H T S  N A D  M E A S U R E S  F R O M  

S E M I - A N N U A L  T O  ANNUAL, M O R E  F R E Q U E N T  I N S P E C T I O N S  AND 

T E S T S  C A N  S T I L L  B E  M A D E  IN P R O B L E M  AREAS, HO W E V E R .

3) S E C T I O N S  1 - 3 and 5 - 26  C L A R I F I E S  A C O N F U S I N G  

A P P R O A C H  T A K E N  B Y  T H E  1961 L E G I S L A T I O N  W H I C H  F I R S T  

E N A C T E D  T H E  W E I G H T S  AND M E A S U R E S  ACT. FOR R E A S O N S  

W H I C H  A R E  NOT N O W  CLEAR, T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF C O M M E R C E



IS THE DIRECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES AND THROUGHOUT 

THE CHAPTER MANY REFERENCES ARE MADE TO THE DIRECTOR. 

TO AVOID CONFUSION, CSSB 491 CHANGES ALL OF THOSE 

REFERENCES TO THE DIRECTOR TO BE REFERENCES TO THE 

COMMISSIONER.
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®  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R -̂  
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;:/:4/G4

FURTHER:

D a t e //' "

Mr. P r e s i d e n t  

The C o m m i t t e e  on

ir.hr i. :d nc’isu: bOP. A:  :u C C M i w h ' c o n s i d e r e d

a n d  ( a  m a j o r i t y . o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
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do p a s s

do  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

I : _________

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

re c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  t o

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

C o m m i t t e e

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

X \
MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
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C h a i r m a n

i n
C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
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S I G N - I N  S H E E T P r o p o s e d  L e g i s l a t i o n



P r o p o s e d  L e g i s l a t i o n
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BILL S H E F F I E L D

GOVERNOR

K\Cj /

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
J u n e a u

F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1984

*

The  H o n o r a b l e  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  a m e n d i n g  t h e  
W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  A c t ,  AS 4 5 . 7 5 .

I n  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  o v e r w e i g h t  a n d  o v e r s i z e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  p r o g r a m  
w as  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t o  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Commerce  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s
t r a n s f e r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  v e h i c l e  w e i g h i n g
s t a t i o n s ,  i s s u i n g  p e r m i t s  f o r  o v e r w e i g h t  a n d  o v e r s i z e  v e ­
h i c l e s ,  a n d  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e  s i z e ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  l o a d  
l i m i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  
P u b i  i c  F a c i l i t i e s  ( D O T /P F ) . (C h .  7 7 ,  SLA 19 8 2 )

The 1 9 82  t r a n s f e r  o f  d u t i e s  w as  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o n l y  by  a d d ­
i n g  a  p a r a g r a p h  (25)  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  Commerce  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  l i s t e d  i n
AS 4 4 . 3 3 .  0 2 0 .  T h i s  b i l l  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  t r a n s f e r  by  a l s o  
a d d i n g  t h o s e  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  A c t  ( s e c s .  
2 a n d  4 o f  t h e  b i l l )  . The  b i l l  a l s o  d e c r e a s e s  t h e  f r e ­
q u e n c y  o f  r e q u i r e d  i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  t e s t s  o f  a l l  w e i g h t s  
a n d  m e a s u r e s  f r o m  s e m i a n n u a l  t o  a n n u a l  ( s e c .  8 o f  t h e
b i l l )  . M ore  f r e q u e n t  i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  t e s t s  c a n  s t i l l  b e
made  i n  p r o b l e m  a r e a s ,  h o w e v e r .

S e c t i o n  13 o f  t h e  b i l l  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
i I I co m m erc e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  may a u t h o r i z e  d e p a r t m e n t

‘ C J_ " e m p l o y e e s  t o  a r r e s t  ■■or i s s u e  c i t a t i o n s  t o  p e r s o n s  who v i o -
c i v v e s i  l a t e  t h e  DOT/PF v e h i c l e  s i z e ,  w e i g h t ,  a n d  l o a d  l i m i t s ,  t h e

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a n  o v e r w e i g h t  o r  o v e r s i z e  v e h i c l e  p e r m i t ,  o r  
d e p a r t m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  e l i m i n a t e s  a n  a m b i g u i t y  a n d  
l o o p h o l e  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  1982  t r a n s f e r  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  a u ­
t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

S u v ^ m i 4 ' R L (
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S e c t i o n  26 o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  AS 4 5 . 7 5 . 3 8 0  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
3 £ S  c u r r e n t  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a l l  w e i g h t s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  o f ­

f e n s e s  f r o m  a  $200  f i n e  ( o r  f i v e  c e n t s  a  p o u n d  f o r  o v e r ­
w e i g h t  v e h i c l e  o f f e n s e s )  a-nd—t h r e e  m o n t h s  i m p r i o onmc n t -,—t o  

n o r  a  $ 5 , 0 0 0 — f i n e  - a m i  'o n e  Y ea r—im p r i s o n m e n t  ( s e e  AS 1 2 . 5 5 . -  
0 3 5 ( b ) ( 3 )  a n d  1 2 . 5 5 . 1 3 5 ( a ) ) .  T h i s  c h a n g e  c o n f o r m s  t o  t h e  
new C r i m i n a l  C ode  (AS 11) a n d  t h e  C ode  o f  C r i m i n a l  P r o c e ­
d u r e  (AS 12) a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t  
t o  w e i g h t s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  v i o l a t i o n s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  many  p e o ­
p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u c k  d r i v e r s ,  a r e  t o o  w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  
c i t a t i o n  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  lo w  maximum p e n ­
a l t i e s  .

M o s t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e c s .  1 —  3 a n d  5 - -  2 6 ,
c l a r i f i e s  a  c o n f u s i n g  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  b y  t h e  1 9 6 1  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  w h i c h  f i r s t  e n a c t e d  t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  A c t .  
F o r  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  now c l e a r ,  a n d  w h i c h  n o  l o n g e r  
a p p l y ,  AS 4 7 . 7 5 . 0 3 0  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  com­
m e r c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  w e i g h t s  
a n d  m e a s u r e s  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c h a p t e r  many r e f e r e n c e s  
a r e  m ade  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r . To a v o i d  c o n f u s i o n  w i t h  t h e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  A c t ,  t h i s  b i l l  
c h a n g e s  a l l  o f  t h o s e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t o  b e  r e f ­
e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

The  b i l l  a l s o  m a k e s  " h o u s e k e e p i n g "  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  c l e a n  up  
o u t d a t e d  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t o  c o r r e c t  s e v e r a l  c i t a t i o n s .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  A c t  w i l l  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  i m p l e m e n t a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o v e r w e i g h t  a n d  o v e r s i z e  
v e h i c l e  p r o g r a m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s
b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r
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FISCAL NOTE

jRevision Date:

REQUEST .
Bill/Resolution Nerr  V̂Y/
T itle : .Relating t.n..wp.ight.s a ad­
measures : and effec. date
Sponsor:Governor____________
Requestor:
Date of Request:

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: Commerce & Economic Development 
Program Category Affected: Protection

BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 
Measurement. Standards_________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:__(Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

100 PERSONAL S ER V IC E S  
200 TRAVEL 
300 CONTRACTUAL 
<*00 SU PPL IE S  
500 EQU IPMENT 
600 LAND i STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS , CLA IMS  
800 M ISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL r

E REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
CENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL . -

POSITIONS:
FULL-T IM E
PART-T IME
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis

Prepared By: Joseohv Swanson, P i r g r t o r ________  Phone: 345-7750_____
Division: Measiirenient Standards f) Date: 2/10/84_______

Approved by Commissioner: Richard A. Lyon________  Date: 2/10/84______
Agency:_______ Commerce and Economic Development

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83

t n s c i i ) —
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Division of Measurement Standards

FY '82 vs. FY '84

Trucks weighed 44,415 64,353

Lbs. overweight 3,629,281 6,879,957

Enforcement Act 1,027 2,852

Six-month comparison:



ftm
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT

SB 491

Sec. 45.75.130. POLICE POWERS AND RIGHT OF ENTRY AND STORAGE.

Page 6 line 13 delete [arrest or]

Sec. 45.75.380. OFFENSES AND PENALTIES.

page 10 line 3 delete [It is a class A misdeameanor for a person to 
peeform any of the following acts or otherwise to violate a provision of 
this chapter.]

page 10 line 5 add A person who, by himself or by his servant, or 
agent, or as the servant or agent of another, performs any one of the 
following acts is guilty of a misdeanor and upon a first conviction of 
the violation is punishable by a fine or not less than $20 nor more than 
$200, or by imprisonment for not more than three months, or by both.
Upon a second or subsequent conviction, the person is punishable by a 
fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500, or by imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or by both.

page 12 line 4 add Notwithstanding the maximum fine provided for 
infractions under this section, for the violation of regulations or 
special permits issued governing vehicle weight limits, overweight 
penalties shall be imposed at the rate of five cents for each pound of 
weight over the authorized weight limit for the vehicle.

T h e n  I c t T e r  (ccomm e n d e d  T i n g e s  

a d o / y f e d .
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