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F e b r u a r y  3, 1984

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  
Chair, S e n a t e  L a b o r  and 

C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9811

Re: S e n a t e  B i l l  393,
e v i c t i o n s  f r o m  m o b i l e  
h o m e  p a r k s

D e a r  S e n a t o r  El i a s o n :

Y o u r  o f f i c e  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s
o f f i c e ,  C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  S e c t i o n  to c o m m e n t  o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  393
w h i c h  w o u l d  f o r b i d  a m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k  o p e r a t o r  to e v i c t  a m o b i l e  
h o m e  due to the age of the home. U n d e r  the b i ll, age of the h o m e  
c a n  o n l y  b e c o m e  a v a l i d  g r o u n d  f o r  e v i c t i o n  w h e n  the m o b i l e  h o m e  
is n o  l o n g e r  in "f i t  a n d  h a b i t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n . "

T h e  C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  S e c t i o n  of  the A t t o r n e y
G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  is a w a r e  o f  e v i c t i o n s  b a s e d  on age, at l e a s t  in 
the A n c h o r a g e  area. H o w e v e r ,  n o r m a l l y  the m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k
o p e r a t o r  does n o t  a c t u a l l y  e v i c t  a m o b i l e  h o m e  t e n a n t  c u r r e n t l y  
in the park, b u t  at the t i m e  that the t e n a n t  c h o o s e s  to s e l l  his 
or h e r  m o b i l e  home, the m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k  o p e r a t o r  r e f u s e s  to 
c o n t i n u e  r e n t a l  of the s p a c e  to the n e w  b u y e r ,  due to the a g e  of 
the m o b i l e  home.

If C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  d e c i d e  to p a s s  o u t  the bill, y o u  
c o u l d  f u r t h e r  the b i l l ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  by  a d d i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  that 
e v i c t i o n  of  the m o b i l e  h o m e  c o u l d  n o t  o c c u r  at the time of  a 
p u r c h a s e  b y  a s u b s e q u e n t  owner, as l o n g  as the h o m e  s t i l l  m e t  the 
fit a n d  h a b i t a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t .

T o  e v i c t  a m o b i l e  h o m e  due to its age is an e s p e c i a l l y  
g r i e v o u s  h a r d s h i p  o n  the c o n s u m e r - o w n e r  of the m o b i l e  home, s i n c e  
m o s t  m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k s  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a r u l e  a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  in 
a n y  n e w  t e n a n t s  w h o  o w n  o l d e r  homes. A lso, m o s t  of the c i t i e s  in 
A l a s k a  do n o t  a l l o w  m o b i l e  h o m e s  to be p l a c e d  on  c i t y  lots e x c e p t
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C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

o n  t h e  m o s t  r e m o t e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  Y o u  m a y  w i s h  t o  t a k e  n o t e  
t h a t  A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  is c o n t i n u o u s l y  l o b b i e d  
b y  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e  d e a l e r s  a n d  p a r k  o w n e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  its 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  15 y e a r  t e r m  l o a n s  o n  m o b i l e  h o m e s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  w i l l  n o t  c o l l a p s e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  d o e s  n o t  
a l w a y s  s e e m  as w i l l i n g  to a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e s  f o r  t h e  15 
y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  a p a r k .

S i n c e r e l y ,

N O R M A N  C. G O R S U C H  
A T T C

By:
C o n n i e  J. Syd-pe

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  S e c t i o n

C J S :v r b

- c c :  A r t h u r  K. P e t e r s o n
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
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Hearing on SB 393

"An act relating to eviction from a mobile home park; and providing an effective 

date."

Presented to: Labor and Commerce Committee February 7, 1984 

Ch: Richard I. Eliason

Bob Mulcahy

Fritz Pettyjohn

Patrick Rodey

John C. Sackett n tu r r
Petitioner: Thomas E. Carey

Glencaren Mobile Home Court

by Ann M. Carey

Testimony:

My name is Ann Carey. I have come in the behalf of Thomas E. Carey and in 

the interest of Glencaren Mobile Home Court located in Anchorage at 2221 Muldoon 

Road. Glencaren, one of the newest and we like to think one of the nicest courts 

in Anchorage is home to approximately BOO families. Torn Carey has been in the 

mobile home industry for over thirty years.

I am here to briefly offer suggestions to upgrade Senate Bill 393, "An act

relating to eviction from a mobile home park," so that we all can live with

this legislation.

The continual process of upgrading a park is in the best interest of the 

current tenants, future tenants, and the park owners. Mobile home parks and park 

owners are constantly having to struggle with the common complaint that mobile 

homo courts are dingy, dirty, cramped, and the homos are unkempt, old and collasping 

flobody would choose to live there, no one would choose to have a park in their 

neighborhood. This negative m s p o s i t i o n  coupled by the rising property values are 

making even the possibility of having and maintaining a pleasant attractive park 

a priviledge for only the newly developed court.

Without standards and regulations a court owner, the park itself, and current 

tenants are subject to a sub-minimum neighborhood. A court owner must maintain 

some lever to upgrade his/her court toietain the real value of neighboring homes 

and to insure the attractiveness and appeal of the park itself.

Granted, Mr. Carey feels as though some regulation is necessary to protect a

cu r rent tenant From being robbed of a rental space by the itchy prospects of a 

new sale. We are willing to discuss the possibility of an amendment to the 

proposed legislation which would protect a tenant and still grant a reasonable



lever to a court owner. We a re proposing that a home have the priviledge of 

residing in any given park for a guaranteed period of fifteen years after the 

manufacturer's date of the mobile home. And thata court owner shall provide a 

written notice to the tenant two years prior to the expected date that the mobile 

home be moved out of the court. This insures a current tenant the security of a 

rental space for fifteen years with ample notice of expected relocation. A d d i t i o n­

ally, this amendment would give a court owner a reasonable lever to upgrade the 

park and maintain both the value of the property and of neighboring mobile homes.

We want to dispel the misconceptions of mobile home parks and mobile home 

park management. We want th right to upgrade cur park to make it a pleasant 

attractive alternative as low income housing. Yet both our tenants and government 

must work \m  ch us to maintain some basic standards.

Finally, I, on the behalf of T om Carey, would like to request another hearing 

on this legislation to adequately represent the Trailer Coach Association of A n c h­

orage, concerned tenants, and other mobile home park owners.

I would like you to carefully consider the points I have brought before you 

today. First, that a court owner should have the priviledge of upgrading his/her 

court to secure the value of neighboring homes and provide a pleasant alternative 

as, low income housing. Second, that an amendment be considered guaranteeing a 

home rental space until fifteen years after the home's manufacturing date. 

Furthermore, that a m obile home court owner give written notice two years prior 

to the homos expected relocation date. Third, that another hearing be scheduled 

to air these and other concerns.

Thank-you for your time. I trust you will give these recomcndations serious 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Ann M. Carey for 

Thomas E. Carey and 

Glencaren Mobile Home Court



f c i l e n  S e a rb y  F eb .  7» 1 F .e: SB 3d3

I am t l l e n  S e a r b y .  I h a v e  1 i v i e d  in a mobi l ehome p  t h a t  I own in a p a rk  in J un e au  f o r

more tnan 3 y e a r s .  Tne p a r k  I 1 i v e  i n has  t ne  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n  i r. i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s ,

s i m i l a r  to  t h e  r u l e s  in o t h e r  p a r k s :

*, 0 v ^ e  ! l 0 r : e s  £ha11 those 25 years of are or older from cat* o^  *arufactu-e 
£ ? *  : e T  "ot *  K » l t w  into the pari-., and h » e s
r:*; ‘ jn H*e park atta^ 6  this status shall be removed by Lessee-, at tbei- e m e n - e

t l  e « n  ?Kner discontinues personal occupancy and there shall be no a-"irtrent '

Class 2. 5 Sa‘r'e’ and VhilS ln the park lnllst follow requirements pertaining to'

A p r o v i s i o n  l i k e  t h i s  l e s s e n s  the  v a l u e  o f  an o l d e r  mobi l ehome by many t hou s and s  o f

d o l l a r s ,  no m a t t e r  how good i t s  c o n d i t i o n  and a p p e a r a n c e .  My home i s  19 y e a r s  o l d  bu t

c o u l d  e a s i l y  p a s s  f o r  5 -  When I s e l l  i t  in t h e  n e x t  f ew y e a r s ,  t h e  b u y e r  w i l l  b e  f a c e d  

w i t n  t h a t  25 y e a r  l i m i t  beyond whi ch he o r  a l a t e r  owner  may no t  s e l l  i t  and l e a v e  i t  in 

tne  p a r k .  Th e r e  i s  no p l a c e  e l s e  f o r  i t  t o  go in J u n e a u .  As a move i s  c o s t l y  and 

p o t e n t i a l l y  d a ma g i ng ,  t n i s  p r o v i s i o n  l e s s e n s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  my p r o p e r t y  and o t h e r s  now.

SB 393 wou l d  p r o t e c t  us f rom a r b i t r a r y  l i m i t s  on t h e  a g e  o f  ou r  homes wh i ch  d e v a l u e  

our  p r o p e r t y  t h r ough  no f a u l t  o f  the  homeowners now m a t t e r  how w e l l  we m a i n t a i n  them.

Ti i ere  i s  a s t a t e w i d e  s h o r t a g e  o f  mobi lehome s p a c e s ,  s o  i t  i s  a s e l l e r s '  ma rke t  w i t h  the
/

t e n a n t  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o p e r t y  l o s s  I f  f o r c e d  t o  move .  A d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

i s  n e eded  f o r  p a r k  t e n a n t s ,  b u t  SB 393 would  remove one  o f  t h e  c o s t l i e s t  bu r den s  o f  

the  mob i l ehome  owne r .  I t  s h o u l d  be p a s s e d .  Thank you .



Hearing on SB 393

"An act relating to eviction from a m obile home park; and providing an effective 

date."

Presented to: Labor and Commerce Committee 

Ch: Richard I. Eliason 

Bob Mulcahy 

Fritz Pettyjohn 

Patrick Rodey 

John C. Sackett

Petitioner: Thomas E. Carey 

Glencaren Mobile Home Court 

by Ann M. Carey

We contend that:

1. The continual process of upgrading a mobile home park is in the best 

interest of current tenants, future tenants, and park owners.

?.. There be an amendment considered to the proposed legislation which

would guarantee a rental space to a m obile home for up to fifteen years 

after the manufacturer's date of the mobile home. Furthermore, that a 

court-perator be required to send written notice to a tenant two years 

prior to a homes expected relocation date.

3. There be another hearing scheduled on this legislation to ade q u q t e l y

represent all concerned parties.

Thank-you for Your Time.



F e b r u a r y  8 , 1 9 8 b

S e n a t o r  B i l l  R a y  • RZ: S e n a t e  B i l l  3°3
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
B i s t r i e t  C 
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 3 1 1

C*3M^iT-0v' \*j

I a m  w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to s h o w  m y  d i s a p p r o v a l  w i t h  a n o t h e r  
l a y e r  o f  l a w s  p e r t a i n i n g  to m o b i l e  h o m e  pa r k s .

Y o u  m i g h t  n o t  r e a l i z e  it, b u t  m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k s  are one of 
the m o s t  r e g u l a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  in t h e  s t a t e .  I t  is f o r  th a t  
r e a s o n  a m o n g s t  ot h e r s  th a t  o l d e r  p a r k s  are b e i n g  c l o s e d  out 
•and o t h e r  u s e s  are b e i n g  m a d e  of the p r o p e r t y .  I a m  a f r aid, 
t h a t  it v/ill c l o s e  m o r e  p a r k s  a n d  d e f e a t  the v e r y  i n t e n t  of 
h e l p i n g  the l o w e r  i n c o m e  p e o p l e .

B i l l ,  as y o u  know, I o w n  t h r e e  m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k s  in the Junsai 
a r e a .  I t h i n k  the p a r k  o w n e r s  h a v e  the r i g h t  to k n o w  w h o  
w a n t s  t h i s  k i n d  of r e s t r i c t i o n  p u t  o n  the p a r k  o w n ers.

Thar.!: y o u  f o r  y o u r  time.

S i n c e r e l y ,

/  1 ' / ?  
S/s* .

/James y. V.’ilco;:, S r . /  
C r n e r  - M o b i l e  H a v e /

'•obile II 
S p r u e o w n o d



L e m o n  C r e e k  M a n o r  mobile home park
5 8 7 5  G l a c i e r  Hwy. Sp. 5 

Juneau, A h  ska 99801
f907) 586-2379 
(907)586-3184

F e b r u a r y  6 , 1 9 8 4

H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  R a y RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  393

A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

D i s t r i c t  C 

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Ray:

I r e a d  in the  J u n e a u  Q n p i r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  B i l l  No. 393, 

w h i c h ,  if p a s s e d ,  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  a m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k  o w n e r  f r o m  r e­

q u i r i n g  o l d  t r a i l e r s  to be r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  jr . rks.

F r o m  our, e x p e r i e n c e  m o s t  o f  the p r o b l e m s  w e  h a v e  h a d  ar e  w i t h  t e n a n t s  

l i v i n g  in old, t r a v e l - t y p e  c a m p e r  t r a i l e r s ,  o r  j u s t  o l d  home s .  T h e s e  

h o m e s  w e r e  n o t  b u i l t  t o  be l i v e d  in in o u r  s o m e t i m e s  c r u e l  s v e r e  

w i n t e r s .  M o s t  a r e  n o t  w e l l  i ns u l a t e d ,  h a v e  w a r m  c l i m a t e  t y p e  w i n d o w s ,  

o r  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e l y  w i r e d .

T h e  r e s u l t  is t h a t  th e t e n a n t s  h a v e  to r u n  t h e i r  w a t e r  t o  p r e v e n t  p i p e s  

f r o m  f r e e z i n g ,  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  r u n n i n g  dry, a n d  o v e r­

loa d i n g  th e  s e w e r  d i s p o s a l  p l a n t s .

The w i r i n g  is a l s o  i n a d e q u a t e  to s t a n d  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  l o a d s  w h e n  t h e s e  

t e n a n t s  a r e  f o r c e d  to u s e  p o r t a b l e  e l e c t r i c  h e a t e r s  to s t a y  w arm,

I k n o w  y o u  a r e  a v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  p e r s o n  a n d  y o u  a r c  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  t h e s e  o l d  u n i t s .  H o w e v e r ,  by t h e i r  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  the 

u n i t s  are s m a l l  a n d  p o o r l y  built for A l a s k a n  c o n d i t i o n s .  U s u a l l y  t h e s e  

h o m e s  h a v e  a w a n a g a n  o r  t w o  a t t a c h e d ,  w i t h  w o o d  s t o v e s .  You r  b i l l  c o u l d  

p o s s i b l y  c a u s e  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h  t o  the v e r y  p e o p l e  you a r e  t r y i n g  to h elp.

A lso, a p a r k  c o u l d  e n d  u p  f u l l  of o l d  t r a i l e r s  a n d  the e n d  r e s u l t  wo u l d  bo 

t h a t  the p a r k  o w n e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  c h o i c e  b u t  to p h a s e  o u t  the p a r k ,  

a n  is h a p p e n i n g  in o n e  p a r k  h e r e  in .Juneau.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  m y  v i e w s  on this bill.

cc: S e n a t o r  E l i a s c n

R. E« <cind L  A .  B e la rd i ow ne rs C. J. and M. C. Schneider



L i n d a  S. L a r s e n

1720 V a l l e y  C o u r t  #11

Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1

F e b r u a r y  6 , 1984

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  I. E l i a s o n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Eliason:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to y o u  to as k  for y o u r  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t  o n  a very 

s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  th a t  is h o v e r i n g  o ve r  the h e a d s  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  180

families. I t  is the c l o s i n g  o f  two trai l e r  c o u r t s  - V a l l e y  C o u r t  an d

M o b i l e  Two. S i n c e  I a m  a r e s i d e n t  o f  V a l l e y  Court, I ha v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e l a t i n g  to it only. R e g a r d i n g  M o b i l e  Two, I h a v e  h e a r d  that it is c l o s i n g  

in a b o u t  a y e a r  a n d  60 o f  the 180 f a milies I m e n t i o n e d  live there.

V a l l e y  C o u r t  is s c h e d u l e d  to cl o s e  (see e n c l o s e d  notice) in June, 1985.

T h e  owner, P h i l  Godfry, is c e r t a i n l y  w i t h i n  his legal rights to do w h a t e v e r  

he c h o s e s  w i t h  h i s  p r i v a t e  property. He has n o t  g i v e n  hi s  tenants any 

i n d i c a t i o n  h e  w i l l  b e  l e n d i n g  any a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  the move. I have w r i t t e n  

h i m  a s k i n g  what, if anything, he w i l l  b e  w i l l i n g  to do i n c l u d i n g  p u r c h a s i n g  

a n y  t r a i l e r s  to h o u s e  e m ployees. I am  w a i t i n g  for a response. He h a s  only  

b e e n  k i n d  e n o u g h  to g iv e  us a m p le  notice. T i m e  is n o t the factor, really, for

as the s i t u a t i o n  n o w  stands, in 18 months, w e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  faced w i t h  the

i n c r e d i b l e  d i l e m m a  o f  w h e r e  to go once we r e a c h the street.

P l e a s e  a l l o w  m e  a few m o m e n t s  to e x p l a i n  my p e r s o n a l  situation. I a m  a single 

p a r e n t  w i t h  a five y e a r  o l d  son, a c a t  a n d  a large dog. I do have a g o o d  job 

as a s e c r e t a r y  w i t h  the Dept, of P u b l i c  Safety, but e v e n  so, I find m y s e l f  

li v i n g  o n  a m o n t h - t o - m o n t h  basis. I ' m  c o n s i d e r e d  low-incoine st a t u s  simply 

b e c a u s e  I h a v e  o n l y  o n e  i n co m e  c om i n g  in. My c h o i c e s for p r o v i d i n g  my son 

a secure, c o m f o r t a b l e  h o m e l i f e  are limit e d  b e c a u s e  of this. I d o  no t  receive 

c h i l d  support. I t h o u g h t  my ch o i c e  in i n v e s t i n g  in a trai l e r  w a s  the b e s t  and 

m o s t  l o gi c a l  c o n s i d e r i n g  my r e s o u r c e s  and the h i g h  c o s t  of renting. My 

m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t  is o n l y  $225/mo. S pace rent is $150/mo. Thi s  c o m p a r e d  to 

$ 7 0 0 / m o  r e n t  to pay  o f f  s o m e o n e  e l s e ' s  m o r t g a g e  wa s  in o u r  b e s t  

inter e s t s .  I a m  a proud, s e l f - r e l i a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  has w o r k e d  hard  for 

w h a t  I have. B e f o r e  b u y i n g  this trailer, my son an d  I c o u l d  o n l y  a f f o r d  

l i v i n g  in small, o n e - r o o m  e f f i c i e n c y  a p a r t m e n t s  or s h a r i n g  h o u s i n g  w i t h  

r oommates. It is i m p o r t a n t  w h e n  y o u  are r a i s i n g  a c h i l d  t' h ave the p r i v a c y  

o f  y o u r  o w n  h o m e  a n d  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  is the c h i l d' s  p r i v a c y  in h a v i n g  h i s / h e r  

o w n  room. Final ly ,  a t  ag e  five, my son has a r o o m  of his own. Not o nly w i l l  he 

be forced to go b a c k  to e f f i c i e n c y  a p a r t m e n t  li v in g  q u a r t e r s  by this eviction, 

b u t  w e  ar e  b e i n g  faced w i t h  the st r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  t.o live out of ou r  

p i c k - u p  truck for a w h i l e  as I c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to pay r ent and a lso pay the 

m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t  e a c h  m o n t h  o n  a h o m e  w e  c a n n o t  live in.

W h e r e  my t r a i l e r  w o u l d  b e  at that point, I do n o t  know. I have w r i t t e n  AHFC 

to g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on w h a t  action, if any, they w i l l  be taking. I s h u d d e r  at
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r e p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m y  trailer. A f t e r  l i t e r a l l y  w r i t i n g  lette r s  to A H F C  to 

j u s t i fy  m y  e v e n  q u a l i f y i n g  for the loan, r e p o s s e s s i o n  w o u l d  n o t h a v e  1 go o d  
e f f e c t  o n  m y  c r e d i t  status. It w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  k i l l  an y  chan c e s  I w o u l d  

h a v e  a t  o b t a i n i n g  a loa n  for s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  in the future. T h e  loss of my 

$ 3 , 0 0 0  d o w n p a y m e n t ,  p lu s  h a v i n g  to p a y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1, 0 0 0  to c r e d i t  card 

a c c o u n t s  in o r d e r  to q u a l i f y  for the l oan is s o m e t h i n g  I do n o t  w i s h  to happen.

If it w e r e  n o t  for the $1 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  D i v i d e n d  p a y m e n t s  in 1932, w e  

w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  abl e  to c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  m o n e y  i n  the f irst place.

T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  I c a n  see is to b e  f o r c e d  to w o r k  two jobs in o r d e r

to s a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to g e t  o u t  o f  this f i n a n c i a l  h o l e  a n d  b a c k  in a  secure 

p o s ition. But, I s t r o n g l y  feel that t his w o u l d  n o t  b e  in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of 

m y  son. He already has o n l y  his m o t h e r  to d e p e n d  on, it m u s t  s u r e l y  be

i m p o r t a n t  that  she is there w i t h  h i m  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  the day. No m a t t e r  h o w  you

l o o k  a t  it, the o n l y  one s  s a c r i f i c i n g  a n y t h i n g  are the r e s i d e n t s  fa c i n g  

e v i ction.

Th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s a v i n g  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to e v e n  m o v e  m y  t r a i l e r  (it h a s  b e e n  

s a i d  the c o s t  w o u l d  range so m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  an d  $3,000) is s o m e t h i n g  I 

c a n n o t  b e g i n  to try to b u d g e t  for at  this point. I p u r c h a s e d  my t r a i l e r  in 

V a l l e y  C o u r t  be c ause: 1) I c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  the i n c r e d i b l y  h i g h  c o s t  of

r e n t i n g  anymore; 2) V a l l e y  C o u r t  is on e o f  the v e r y  few t r a i l e r  co u r ts  that 

a l l o w  a d o g  o v e r  15 inches; a n d  3) there s i m p l y  w a s  no t  a n o t h e r  c h o i c e  in my 

p r i c e  range ($16,000.

Y o u  m a y w o n d e r  w h y  I h a v e  a cat  an d  l arge dog. My c a t  is 10 ye a r s  old; she 

is m y  b a b y  a n d  I c o u l d  n o t  giv e  h e r  up a n y m o r e  than I c o u l d  gi v e  up my son.

My d o g  is a c o l l i e  a n d  1 h a v e  h i m  to p r o t e c t  us. I a m  a f r a i d  of  guns and my 

e y e s i g h t  is b a d  e n o u g h  that if I w e r e  to g a t h e r  the c o u r a g e  to use one, I 

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  miss. C o n s i d e r i n g  the r e c e n t  m u r d e r s  in t r a i l e r  courts, I'm 

s u r e  y o u  ca n  u n d e r s t a n d  a si ng l e  w o m a n ' s  d e s i r e  for the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a 

l a r g e  dog.

I d e c i d e d  to i n v e s t  in b u y i n g  a t r a i l e r  as a s t e p p i n g  s tone in o r d e r  to b u i l d  

up e n o u g h  m o n e y  so t h a t  if I w e r e  to sell it in a b o u t  three years, I m i g h t  

ge t  e n o u g h  b a c k  for a d o w n p a y m e n t  o n  a house. Do y o u  r e a l i z e  that a p e r s o n  

p a y i n g  $60 0 a m o n t h  r e n t  w ill have p a i d  $ 1 0 , 8 0 0  b y  June, 1985? T h a t  is a 

li t tl e  loss t han on e  h alf my g r o s s  a n n u a l  i n c o m e . I t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  a gree 

t ha t  $600 a m o n t h  is a very c o n s e r v a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  of r e n t  these day s  in Juneau. 

S i n c e  so m a n y  o f  us have a n i m a l s  and children, ev e n  find i n g  r e n t a l s w i l l  be 

e x t r e m e l y  d i fficult. To me, r e n t i n g  is a w a s t e  of m y  fin a n c i a l  res o u rc e s  

a n d  c h a i n  me to a d e a d  end. Ho w  do I c o m p e n s a t e  for the a d d e d  e x p e n s e ?  Buy 

less food? S h o p  at the S a l v a t i o n  A r m y ?  I d o  n o t  w a n t  to e n d  up in a low-income 

h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t  like C e d a r  Park. A l t h o u g h  I s y m p a t h i z e  w r  h the p r o b l em s  

that ma n y  p e o p l e  a r e  faced in those k i n d s  of p l a c e s  like a l c o h olism, child 

a b u s e  a n d  w i f e  abuse, I c e r t a i n l y  do no t  w a n t  my b a b y  s u r r o u n d e d  by  them. If 

t h a t  s o u n d s  selfish, 1 c an ' t  h e l p  want i n g  the b e s t  life I ca n  p o s s i b l y  give to 

my ch.ld. I c o u l d  hav e  sat ar o u n d  on w e l f a r e  for the last five years if I 

w a n t e d  to. B u t  I didn't, I w a n t e d  to w o r k  and s t r i v e  for w h a t  little w e  now 

have. I ' m  o v e r w h e l m e d  by the i n j u s t i c e  w e  are a l l  b e i n g  faced with.

1 fee l  a b i t  a w k w a r d  e x p l a i n i n g  my r e a s o n s  for b e i n g  in V a l l e y  C o u r t  in the 

first place, b u t  I think it is important. N o w  that y o u  k n o w  w h y  I a m  there 

1 w i l l  tell y o u  w h a t  the i m p a c t  o f  it c l o s i n g  wi. I h av e  on me.
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T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i n  o f  g e t t i n g  the mo n e y  t o g e t h e r  to m o v e  the t r a i le r  w i l l  se t  

m e  b a c k  for the n e x t  two y e ar s  as I w i l l  h av e  to b e g  the b a n k  for a p e r s o n a l  

loa n a n d  p a y  it b a c k  p l u s  interest. O n c e  I w o r k  o u t  th e  f i n a n c i a l  end  o f  it,

I a m  n o t  r e a l l y  any b e t t e r  o f f  b e c a u s e  there is n o w h e r e  to m o v e  to. I r e a l i z e  

I a m  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  m y  trai l e r is m o v e a b l e  at all. V a l l e y  C o u r t  is n o t  

a nice, m a n i c u r e d  t r a i l e r  c o u r t  like S w i t z e r  Village, for instance. M a n y  o f  

t h e  t r a i l e r s  t h e r e  are a r o u n d  2 0  y e a rs  o l d  a n d  to mov e  t h e m  w o u l d  b e  

i m p o s s i b l e . M y  t r a i l e r  is a 1974 model. R i g ht  n o w  I o w e  $14,0 0 0  o n  it.

M y  loa n is for 11 y e a r s  and I w i l l  b e  p a y i n g  a l m o s t  d o u b l e  tha t a m o u n t  w i t h  

th e  interest. W h e t h e r  I m o v e  my t r a i l e r  to a n e w  l o c a t i on  o r  a m  forced 

to a b a n d o n  it, the b a n k  e x pe c t s  m e  to k e e p  p a y i n g  for it. If I a m  liv i n g  

o n  a l i m i t e d  b u d g e t  now, h o w  can I p o s s i b l y  k e e p  p a y i n g  o f f  this loan a n d

p a y  rent? A n d  I d o  n o t  see w h y  I s h o u l d  b e  in the p o s i t i o n  of p a y i n g  for

a h o m e  I c a n n o t  live in. I hav e  no m o n e y  to invest in s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  at

the sam e  time so I c o u l d  r e n t  my t r a i le r  out.

Y o u  ar e  p r o b a b l y  th i n k i n g  of several o p t i o n s  I m a y  h ave a t  this point. The 

m o s t  l o g i c a l  o n e  is to find a b u y e r  w h o  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  

r e l o c a t i n g  the t r a i le r  in the future. I a m  trying, b u t  no t  too m a n y  p e o p l e  

a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in t r a i l er s  tha t  h ave to be moved. My t r a i l e r  w o u l d  b e  

v a l u e d  a t  a b o u t  $ 1 7 , 0 0 0  if it w e r e n ' t  in V a l l e y  Court. I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  

k i n d  o f  an o f f e r  I c o u l d  e ven get for it now. S i nc e  I o w e  a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of 

the v a l u e  to the bank, I c a n n o t  af f o r d  to sell it for p e a n u t s  just to be 

ri d  o f  it.

T h e  o t h e r  o p t i o n  I h ave is to apply for a loan a t  the ba n k  for a p r o p e r t y  

p u r c h a s e  w h e n  the trai l e r c o u r t  is just a b o u t  closed. AIIFC has s t a r t e d  a 

b r a n d  n e w  p r o g r a m  d e a l i n g  sp e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  like this. Si m p l y  

stated, if y o u  h a v e  an e x i s t i n g  loan on  y o u r  trai l e r  w i t h  AIIFC, they wi l l  

f i n a n c e  75% o n  a p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  to mov e  it to as long as the p r o p e r t y  

is h o o k e d  up to water, s e w e r  an d  e l e c t r i c i t y  and a s s u m i n g  they appro v e  

y o u  for the loan b a s e d  on  y o u r  speci f i c  f i n a n c i a l situation. This sounds like 

the p e r f e c t  solution, however, the 25% I w o u l d  h ave to c ome up w i t h  is a t  least 

$10,000. My s a v i n g s  a c c o u n t  is b a l a n c e d  a t  $3.00. I'm 'lot kidding. If I 

a m  h a v i n g  a h a r d  time f i g uring ou t w h er e  to come up w i t h  two or three t h o u s a n d 

dollars, there is no w a y  I can raise ten. So, a l t h o u g h  the i n t e n t  o f  A H F C  

is good, as it n o w  stands, it is no t  a d d r e s s i n g  a n y o n e ' s  needs. Pe o p le  w i t h  

that k i n d  o f  m o n e y  do not live in trailers usually. T hey are into the real 

t h i n g  - h o u s e s  o n  y o u r  o w n  land that y o u  d o  not h a v e  to w o r r y  a b o u t  b e i n g  

e v i c t e d  from.

O n e  o t h e r  thought. E v e n  if the City and B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  takes a s tand in 

this m a t t e r  and d e c i d e s  to s o m e h o w  see that a new trail e r  c o u r t  is built, 

there is n o  legal g u a r a n t e e  that the p e o p l e  b e i n g  forced o u t  w i l l  be the o n e s  

to m o v e  in. A n y o n e  c an  find o u t  a b o u t  a n e w  trailer c o u r t  at the same 

time w e  do a n d  m o v e  in a h e a d  of us. If feel fa i r l y c o n f i d e n t  my trailer 

is mo v eable, b ut  b e i n g  1 0  y e a r s  old, it is n o t  c e r t a i n  it w o u l d  be a l l o w e d  in.

Mr. J o h n  Arinon, H o u s i n g  D i r e c t o r  for the C i t y  an d  B o r o u g h  of Juneau, st a t e d  

in a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  K T O O  o n  the p r o g r a m  "Our Town" l a s t  w e e k  that the city 

felt this w a s  a p r i v a t e  m a t t e r  b e tw e e n  a p r i v a te  c i t i z e n  an d  a landlord. The 

o n l y  r e a s o n  they w e r e  looking into it was the fact that m any of the families 

w e r e  o f  l o w - i n c o m e  status. He a lso e x p r e s s e d  the d i l e m a  that if a s ol u t i o n  w ere
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a r r i v e d  at, it w o u l d  h a v e  to b e  d e s i g n e d  to m e e t  a n y  fut u r e  s i t u a t i o n s  that 

m a y  arise. It d i d n ' t  s o u n d  li k e  the C i t y  w a s  w i l l i n g  to p u t  it s e lf  in the 

p o s i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  to l e n d  f i n a n c i a l  aid to e v e r y  t r a i l e r  o w n e r  in J u n e a u  n o w  

o r  in the future. I c a n n o t  h e l p  b u t  w o n d e r  w h y  a p i e c e  o f  lan d can b e  z o n e d 

for a t r a i l e r  c o u r t  a n d  a g r a v e l  p i t  at the sa m e  t i m e . It ha s  a lso b e e n  s a i d  

t h a t  o n e  o f  the m a i n  b u y e r s  of the g r a v e l  w o u l d  b e  the C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  of 

Juneau. A t  this time, Mr. P h i l  G o d f r y ' s  p e r m i t  to run h i s  g r a v e l  o p e r a t i o n  

is d u e  for r e v i e w  an d  r eissuance. It is s c h e d u l e d  on the a g e n d a  of a m e e t i n g  

o f  the C i t y  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  on F e b r u a r y  14, 1984. E v e n  if we, the 

r e s i d e n t s  o f  V a l l e y  Court, do n o t  h a v e  an y  l egal r i g h t s  o r  p o w e r  in this 

s i t u a t i o n , i t  w o u l d  s e e m  the C i t y  does. I ca n  o n l y  t h i n k  of on e  s o l u t i o n  that 

w o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a d d r e s s  the v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  w e  ar e f a c e d  with. S ome k i n d  of 

f i n a n c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  in the f o r m  o f  a l o a n  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  a n y  d o w n p a y m e n t  

to b e  u s e d  for a p r o p e r t y  p u r c h a s e  to m o v e  y o u r  t r a i l e r  on, or if y o u  do no t  

h a v e  a t r a i l e r  th a t  ca n  b e  moved, a loa n  to g e t  y o u  into a n o t h e r  hom e  

p u r c h a s e .  T h e  HO F  p r o g r a m  a n d  F a r m e r ' s  H o m e  L o a n  p r o g r a m  are nice in print, 

b u t  y o u  are l i m i t e d  to f i nd i n g  h o u s i n g  u n d e r  $ 8 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  e v e n  so, y o u  still 

n e e d  the 5% d o w n p a y m e n t  a n d  c l o s i n g  costs. Again, if w e  ha d  t hat k i n d  o f  

money, w e  w o u l d  b e  s t a n d i n g  in line a t  the r e a l t o r ' s  o f f i c e  w i t h  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

in hand. E i t h e r  this loan p r o c e d u r e  c o u l d  b e  d e v e l op e d ,  o r  e l s e  s o m e o n e  s h o u l d  

a p p r o p r i a t e  the funds to r e i m b u r s e  us for ou r  losses. If y o u  t r a i l e r  is v a l u e d  

u n d e r  $5,000, then set a m i n i m u m  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  a m o u n t  tha t  w o u l d  give that 

f a m i l y  b u y i n g  power. This m a y  s o u n d  like the " w o u n d e d  d u c k  syn d r om e "  (the 

p s y c h o l o g i s t  in the m o v i e  M o d e r n  P r o b l e m s  u s e d  t h a t  phrase. It w e n t  like this: 

H e l p  me, h e l p  me, I'm a w o u n d e d  duck. F i x  my b r o k e n  wing.) Well, the C i t y  

ha s  d i r e c t e d  us as i nd i v i d u a l s  to com e up w i t h  the a n s w e r  as it is b e y o n d  their 

i m a g i n a t i o n  to fin d it themselves, so this is o n e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a t t e m p t  at 

a d d r e s s i n g  e v e r y o n e’s needs. The m a i n  thing to r e m e m b e r  is w h a t e v e r  s o l u t i o n  

is a r r i v e d  a t  m u s t  n o t  i n cl u d e  a fa m i l y  h a v i n g  to c o m e  up  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s of 

d o l l a r s  they d o n 't  have and to e n d  u p  in the s t r e e t  homeless.

It is m y  i n t e n t i o n  w i t h  this l e t t e r  to a s k  y o u  for y o u r  p e r s o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

in h e l p i n g  us find an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  to o u r  problem. S o m e w h e r e  there 

m u s t  b e  a S t a t e  S t a t u t e  o r  C i t y  law w h i c h  c a n  b e  u t ilized. S o m e w h e r e  the 

m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  m u s t  r est a t  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  l e v e l tha t  ca n  p r o v i d e  an 

answer. If y o u  hav e  any advice or k n o w  o f  a n y w a y  y o u  can b e  of some 

a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me. T h a n k  you for l i stening.

Sincerely,

Linda S. Larsen

Attachment: (Eviction Notice)

(4)



VALLEY COURT 

1720-0 Valley Court 

Juneau, Alaska 99801

JANUARY 3, 198Y

TO THE RESIDENTS OF VALLEY COURT:

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT NO LATER THAN JUNE 1, 1985, YOU MUST HAVE 

COMPLETED REMOVING YOUR TRAILER, WANNI GAN AND ANY OTHER ATTACHMENTS 

THERETO FROM VALLEY COURT. THIS IS KEEPING IN LINE WITH OUR NOTICE 

AND STATEMENT GIVEN IN JUNE OF 1982. THIS NOTICE DOES APPLY TO ALL 

TRAILERS ON SPACES IN VALLEY COURT. ALASKA LAW STATES THAT WE ARE 

OBLIGATED TO GIVE A 90-DAY NOTICE; WE ARE GIVING 1% YEARS. WE FEEL 

THIS SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT TIME TO RELOCATE. YOUR COOPERATION WILL BE 

APPRECIATED.

MANAGER



a V 2 £ ±  J - J Z U E L O i n i E n t ,  u n c .

F e b r u a r y  8 , 1984

H o n o r a b l e  Bill R a y  

A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

District C 

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R a y :

W e  are o w n e r s  of Glacier V i e w  M o b i l e  H o m e  P a r k  in J u n e a u .

It is o u r  o p i n i o n  that y o u r  Bill No. 393, r e c e n t l y  s u b m i t t e d  

to the S e n a t e ,  is not in the bes t  interests of either the 

p u b l i c  or m o b i l e  h o m e  p a r k  o w n e r s .

Clearly, " m o b i l e  h o m e s "  m a n u f a c t u r e d  fifteen or t w e n t y  

y e a r s  a g o  w e r e  literally " D a i l e r s " ,  m a n y  of t h e m  travel- 

trailers n o w  referred to as R e c r e a t i o n a l  Vehicles. In 

either c a s e ,  t h e y  w e r e  not m a d e  for w i n t e r  in A l a s k a ,  l a c k i n g  

the n e c e s s a r y  insulation, h e a t i n g  s y s t e m s  a n d  o t h e r  w e a t h e r -  

ization f e a t u r e s  f o u n d  in m o r e  r e c e n t l y  m a n u f a c t u r e d  mobile 

h o m e s .  T h e y  often b e c o m e  not m e r e l y  u n s i g h t l y  w i t h  a g e  a n d  

liabilities to the p a r k ,  b u t  d a n g e r o u s l y  s u b j e c t  to b u r n - o u t  

a n d  r e s u l t i n g  injury or d e a t h .

Finally, w e  believe it is u n r e a s o n a b l e  to r e q u i r e  m o b i l e  h o m e  

p a r k  o w n e r s  to p e r m i t  o l d e r  h o m e s  to r e m a i n  forever. S u c h  

a r e q u i r e m e n t  o n l y  d e g r a d e s  the p a r k  a n d  will e v e n t u a l l y  

p r o d u c e  a ghetto. S o o n e r  or later the p a r k  o w n e r  w o u l d  h a v e  

little c h o i c e  b u t  to c o n v e r t  the l a n d  to o t h e r  use.

W i l l i a m  A. B a r n e s

cc: S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n

C h a i r m  a n

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

Re: S e n a t e  Bill 393

S ’ - ’



D a t e  R e c e i v e d  j J m I h  

B i l l  N u m b e ^ 3 2 2  T i t l e  F v i c j f o p  - p t o m  m o k l e ,  h o n o e .  

F i s c a l  N o t e  - D a t e  R e q u e s t e d  ______________  D a t e  R e c e i v e d  _________________

- O f  W h o m  _______________________________________________________________

D e p t .  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  - D a t e  R e q u e s t e d  _______ D a t e  R e c e i v e d ____________

- O f  W h o m  _______________________________________________________________

R e s o u r c e  P e o p l e

B i l l  F a c t  S h e e t

I n i t i a l  H e a r i n g  - D a t e  2 .  
P e o p l e  C o n t a c t e d

^J2jO r*v\'i<L S i p e -  • I _  I -  ,  1*

j g e ^ M a / s k -  27S'-3<o/5’ - Trailer- C<Dur4- ^ujAe/v'O nSS6' 

• ^ K ouj -  2 / 2

F o l l o w - u p  H e a r i n g  - Da t e

F i n a l  A c t i o n Da t e
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