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STATE OF ALASKA 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FISCAL IMPACT

Biii nc. House Bill NO. 224 Date on Sill: February 23, 1983

Title: "An Act relatina to the board of nursinq."
Sponsor: Labor and Commerce Committee
Requestor:

1. Estimated fiscal impacts on:
■

a. Expenditures:
(Thousands of Dollars)

I FY S3 i FY 84 ; FY 85 i FY 86 !
Capital i I ! I i i 1 1
Ooeratina i | i _o- 1 - o -  i - 0 - 1 i l l
Total 1 1 i i 1 i i 1

b. Revenues:
Revenue 1 1 1 i 1 ! ! • 1

2. Source of funds to offset fiscal impact of bill:

3. Assumptions: No additional fi-scal impact will be incurred with this
House Bill.

Funding to be continued and provided for in the 
Department's FY-84 budget*. — ---- -----

4. Disclaimer:

This statement has not been reviewed by the 0MB in the Office of the Governor. It there 
fore aces n o t t j^ ^ n n a l estimate of fiscal impact.

Prepared By: Darrell Miller Phone: 46 5-2535
D i v i s i o n : Occupational Licensina ) Date:  March 2, 19 8 3

Approved by Commissioner : Richard A. Lvon ^ ^ -------------- —  Date:Department: Comrr.e r ce & Economic Development

5. Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance 
Copy to 0MB
Copy tc Sponsor

Copy to Requestor 2/15/83
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February 22,1983

Representative Joe Hayes, Speaker of House 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V,
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Re: Board of Nursing

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursuant to AS 44.66.050(a) the House Labor and Commerce Committee 
has held hearings regarding the above referred Board. Under AS 
44.66.050(e) the Committee recommends adoption of the attached Committee 
Bill continuing the Board of Nursing.

Specifically, the findings of the Committee of the public need for 
the Board as required under AS 44.66.050(c) are as follows:

AS 44.66.050(c) 11 A determination as to whether a board or 
commission or agency program has demonstrated a public need for its 
continued existence shall take into consideration the following 
factors:"

"(1) the extent to which the board, commission or program has 
operated in the public interest;"

The Committee finds that the Board of Nursing has operated in the 
public interest by holding public hearings to discuss statute and 
regulation revisions concerning continuing competency requirements,
Board membership, foreign nurse graduate requirements, and the 
definition of license violations. The Board of Nursing accredits and 
periodically surveys Alaska nursing education programs to ensure that 
educational standards are being maintained. ,

"(2) the extent to which the operation of the board, commission, 
or agency program has been impeded or enhanced by existing statutes, 
procedures, and practices which it has adopted, and any other matter, 
including budgetary, resource, and personnel matters;"

The usage of the teleconference network by the Board of Nursing lias 
allowed them to communicate throughout the State during subcommittee 
meetings and public hearings.



"(3) the extent to which the board, commission or agency has 
recommended statutory changes which are generally of benefit to the 
public interest;"

The E 'jard of Nursing is currently developing regulations that will 
maintain a level of competence for practitioners. The Board is in the 
process of developing formal regulations which define and list examples 
of license violations.

"(4) the extent to which the board, commission or agency has 
encouraged interested persons’ to report to it concerning the effect of 
its regulations and decisions on the effectiveness of service, economy 
of service, and availability of service which it has provided;"

Applicants who have repeatedly failed the examination are helped 
through counseling or referred to useful textbooks.

"(5) the extent to which the board, commission or agency has
encouraged public participation in the making of its regulations and
decisions;"

In addition to teleconferencing, the Board of Nursing advertises 
meeting and examinations in newspapers in Anchorage, Fairbanks and 
Juneau.

"(6) the efficiency with which public inquiries or complaints 
regarding the activities of the board, commission or agency filed with 
it, with the department to which a board or commission is
administratively assigned, or with the office of the ombudsman have been
processed and resolved;"

The Committee finds that the Board of Nursing is handling 
complaints in a timely manner. During the fiscal years 1979 through 
1981 two complaints were filed with the Ombudsman. Both were 
subsequently resolved.

"(7) the extent to which a board or commission which regulates 
entry into an occupation or profession has presented qualified 
applicants to serve the public;"

During the fiscal years 1979 through 1981, the Board of Nursing 
issued approximately 1800 licenses and 1235 temporary permits to 
practice nursing in Alaska. t

"(8) the extent to which state personnel practices, including 
affirmative action requirements, have been complied with by the board, 
commission or agency to its own activities and the area of activity or 
interest; and"

The Committee determined that the Board of Nursing is in 
compliance.



"(9) the extent to which statutory, regulatory, budgeting or other 
changes are necessary to enable the agency, board or commission to 
better serve the interests of the public and to comply with the factors 
enumerated in this subsection."

The Board of Nursing needs to adopt formal regulations which define 
and list examples of license violations. In addition, it would be 
helpful if the Board of Nursing would continue its efforts towards 
developing relevant and effective regulations that will maintain a level 
of competence for practi*ioners.

Pursuant to AS 44.65.050(d) the Committee recommends the i allowing:

"(d) As to each board, commission, or agency program assigned to 
it for purposes of review, the committee of reference shall, not later 
than the 60th day of the legislative session, submit a report to the 
presiding officer of the house. The re' ort shall contain a summary of 
the findings of the committee as to the compliance of the board, 
commission or program with the factors enumerated in (c) of this 
section, together with a summary or recommendations of the committee as 
to each of the following:"

"(1) an identification of the problems or the needs that the 
programs and activities of the board, commission or agency are intended 
to address;"

The Board of Nursing was created in 1941 with the primary purpose 
to protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare through the 
regulation of the nursing practice.

"(2) a statement, to the extent practicable, of the objectives of 
the program of the board, commission, or agency program, and its 
anticipated accomplishments;"

The Board of Nursing determines the minimum allowable quality of 
nursing care in the State by establishing or amending rules and 
regulations necessary to ensure compliance with State statutes. They 
also approve curricula, adopt standards and accredit nursing education 
programs. The Boa-d of Nursing examines and issues licenses to 
qualified applicants and the Board of Nursing hold hearings which may 
revoke, suspend, or take other appropriate action on the license of a 
person violating the nursing statutes and regulations.

The Board of Nursing has staff support from the Division of 
Occupational Licensing which employs an Executive Officer .of the Board 
who is statutorily responsible for performing administrative duties and 
assisting the Board in conducting examinations and educational programs.

"(3) an identification of any other programs having similar, 
conflicting or duplicate objectives;"

The Committee did not find other programs which had conflicting or 
duplicate objectives.



"(4) an assessment of alternative methods of achieving the 
purposes of the program;"

The Committee found no viable alternative method of achieving the 
purposes administered by the Board of Nursing.

"(5) an assessment of the consequences of eliminating the board, 
commission or program and consolidating its activities with another 
program, or of funding it at a lower level;"

The Committee finds that to eliminate the Board of Nursing or 
consolidating its activities would denigrate the level to protection to 
the public's health, safety, and welfare.

"(6) a justification fur the recommended continuation or extension 
of the board, commission or program, and an explanation of the manner in 
which it avoids duplication of or conflict with other efforts; and"

The Board of Nursing has recommended changes to statute and 
regulation in the public interest, helped develop cirriculum to enhance 
the professionalism of nursing, conducted necessary examination of 
applicants for licensure to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
the public.

"(7) any other information which, in the opinion of the committee, 
would improve the performance of the board, commission or agency with 
respect to its representation of and resptnsiveness to the public 
interest."

The Committee commends the dedication, time, and effort on the part 
of each Board member for their service in a complex .id difficult job.

Respectfully submitted:

Representative Walt Furnace, Chairman

Representative Rick Uehling, Vice Chairman

Representative John Cowderv



Representative Niilo Koponen

Representative Hugh Malone

Representative John Ringstad

Representative Ron Wendte
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•  •
STATISTICS 
(FY ’83)

July 1, 1983 t_o February 14 , 1983 (present)

BOnRD OF NURSING: (Renewals by month)

RN LPN
# of Renewals:

July 180 — 162
RN = 3506 ANP = 37 A u g . 2409 — 10

Sept. 600 — 17
LPN = 228 RNA = 11 O c t . 19 0 — 13

N o v . 75 — 11
D e c . 27 — 5

# of Initial licenses: J a n . 17 — 10
F e b . 8 — 0

RN = 329 ANP = 13

LPN = 113 RNA = 12

# of Current licensees:

RN = 3963 ANP = 48

LPN = 1304 RNA = 20

Money received: $99,200.50



# 9

D a v i d  T .  W a l k e r
A t t o r n e y  at  L aw  

M e n d e n h a l l  B u il d in g  

3 2 6  Fo u r t h  S t r e e t , S u it e  B  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  0 0 8 0 1

( 0 0 7 )  5 8 0 - 3 5 : 3 7

March 22, 1983

The Honorable Dick Eliason 
Chairman, Senate Labor and 
Commerce Committee 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Continuation of the Board of Nursing

Dear Senator Eliason:

House Bill No. 224 (efd added) continues the existence 
of the Board of Nursing until June 30, 1987. Speaking on 
behalf of the Alaska Nurses Association I would like to 
stress that it is essential to the public interest for the 
practice of nursing to be regulated in a manner that will 
insure protection of the public through the maintenance of 
high standards of nursing practice. The Association strongly 
supports the continuation of the Board of Nursing. Continuation 
of this Board is necessary to protect the public's health, 
safety and welfare. I look forward to meeting with the 
Committee to support this measure.

If there are any questions that you or any member of 
the Committee, or Committee sraff have regarding the Association's 
position, or any way I may be of assistance to the Committee, 
please contact me.

DTW/cah
cc: Senate Labor & Commerce Committee Members

Sammye Rink, R.N.
Gail M. McGuill, R.N.
V. Kay 7,ahdenpera, R.N.

(HB 224)



POSITION PAPER 
BOARD OF NURSING 

HB 224

The Department of Commerce and Economic Development would support con­
tinuation of the established Board of Nursing.

The board has been active carrying out its mandated functions and 
operated in the interest of the public. Their function is necessary to 
protect the public, and insure competent, qualified practitioners are 
licensed. There presently are 5,335 active licensed nurses in four 
categories. Of these, 457 were new licensees.

Projects the board has actively been pursuing are: a consumer survey 
addressing the effectiveness of the profession, the availability of the 
services professionals offer, and the consumers' attitude regarding 
educational levels and continued education requirements. They have 
confronted license violations and have taken appropriate, corrective 
action.

The Board of Nursing should be cont ns.

Harry D/Treager, Director 
Division of Occupational Licensing 
Department of Commerce and

Richard A. Lyon, Commissioner 
Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development



BOARD OF NURSING

FY '82

Revenues • 51.2
Expenditures 92.7

Personal Services 69.2
Board Travel & Per Diem 15.0
Contractual 8.0
Commodities . 5

TOTAL 9277

CURRENT NUMBER OF LICENSEES 5,267

FY 83 Allocated 21.1 (For Board travel and Per diem only)

Revenue (7/1/32 to 2/14/83) 99.2
Expenditures 3 9 . 5

Board Travel & Per Diem 5.7
Contractual 7 . 5
Personal Services (7/82 to 2/83) 26.3

W T?

FY '84 (Board Component - Division Budget) Total 201.5

Nursing Board Allocation 22.3

*Personal Services 
Contractual 
Commodi ties 
Equipment

■£The above are supported by the Administration component of the Divi 
budget.



STATISTICS 
(FY ’83)

Jury 1, 1983 to February 14, 1983 (present) 

BOARD OF NURSING:

ft of Renewals:

RN = 3506

LPN = 228

ft of Initial licenses: 

RN = 329

LPN = 113

ft of Current licensees: 

RN = 3963

LPN = 1304

ANP

RNA

13

12

ANP = 48

RNA = 20

(Renewals bv month) 

RN LPN

July 180 — 162
ANP = 37 A u g . 2409 — 10

Sept. 600 — 17
RNA = 11 O c t . 190 — 13

N o v . 75 — 11
D e c . 27 — 5
J a n . 17 — 10
Feb. 8 -- 0

Money received: $99,200.50
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