


FURTHER:

COMMITTEE REPORT

SENATE

D a t e :

Mr.  P r e s i d e n t :

The  Comm i t t e e  on has had

under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c omm i t t e e )  ( t h e  c omm i t t e e )  
r e p o r t s  i t  ba ck  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c om m end a t i o n s :

[ ] do pa s s  [ ] do no t  p a s s

[ ] do pa s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  amendmen t s ( s )
[ ] same t i t l e

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS f o r   _____________________________________________________________ [ ] new t i t l e

and recommends _____________ _______________________________

[ ] AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] New F i s c a l  No te

[ ] r e p o r t s  i t  b a ck  w i t h o u t  r e c ommend a t i on

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to t h e _____________________________________________________________________Commi t t e e

MEMBERS S I GN ING  MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

CHAIRMAN
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  June 20, 1983

SUBJECT: Standing c o mm it te e m e e t i n g  d u ri ng  interim
(SJR 2)

TO: Sena t or  Joe J o s e p h s o n

FROM: Billy G. Berrier
d irector
D i v i si on  of Legal Services

You have a sked w h e t h e r  standing co mm i t t e e s  aie a u th or iz ed  to 
meet d uring the interim. You have al s o asked w h et he r  the 
language in the draft substi tu te  for SJR 2 w o u l d  affect that 
p o w e r .

Standing commit te es  are e s t a b l i s h e d  by Rule 20 of the 
U n i fo rm  Rules of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  and are 
a ut ho ri ze d by Rule 21(c) of the U n i f o r m  Rules to meet during 
the interim. That rule pr o vi de s in r e l ev an t part:

A  standing co mm it te e may me et  b e t w e e n  sessions.

•k k ic

A  standing, special, or joint co mm i tt ee  w h i c h  acts 
b e t w ee n legislative sessions may con si de r any l eg is­
lative matter w hi c h is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the jurisdiction 
of the committee. A  standing, special, or joint c o m­
mittee which acts b e t we e n legislative sessions c o n s t i­
tutes a s ub co mmittee of the L e g i s l a t i v e  Council for 
a d m i n is t ra ti ve  purposes.

The two rules together in my o p in io n  e s t a b l i s h  the standing 
commi tt ee s as interim co mm i tt ee s w h e n  the le gislature is not 
in session. This is ex pressly allo we d by section 11,
A r t i c l e  II, C o n s ti t ut io n of the State of A l a s k a  which 
p r o v i d e s :
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INT E RI M COMMITTEES. There shall be a legislative 
council, and the le gislature may e s t a b l i s h  other
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inte r im  committees. The council and other i n t e ri m c o m­
mittees  m ay meet betwe en  l egislative sessions. They 
m ay p e r f o r m  duties and employ p e r s o n n e l  as p r o v i d e d ' b y  
the legislature. Their m e m b e r s  m ay receive an a ll owance 
for expenses w hile p er fo r m i n g  their duties.

Further, in my opinion, the l eg is l at ur e has very broad power 
to e s t a bl i sh  proce du r es  to facilitate p e r f o r m a n c e  of its 
duties except as these powers are limited by the c o n s t i­
tution. There is no limitation, indeed this is express 
permission.

The draft language in the prop os ed  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a me ndment 
r elates only to sessions of the legislature. In my opi ni on  
it n e i t h e r  e x pressly nor impliedly c o n f l ic ts  wit h the 
express con s ti tu ti on al  recog n it io n of interim work.

T h e r ef o re  in my opinion standing committ ee s have the po we r 
to me et  during the inte ri m  and the d r a f t  language does not 
change that.
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