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TO: Senator Ray

FROM: Paula d. Scavera 

DATE: March 1, 1984 

RE: SB 471

This bill is for the new Court House in Anchorage.

Section 1 adds leasing authority to existing law which gives the court 
system authority over construction of court facilities.

Section 2 specifically permits construction of an expanded court 
facility in Anchorage.

Section 3 already passed the Senate in SB 377, repealing the termination 
date of the courts authority over its own facilities.

Section 4 is an immediate effective date.
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F A C T  S H E E T  - A N C H O R A G E  C O U R T H O U S E  E X P A N S I O N

; I. W h y  E x p a n s i o n  is N e e d e d .

I
A. P r e s e n t  f a c i l i t y  is o v e r c r o w d e d ;

T h e  c o u r t  o f f i c e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  j u s t i c e  a g e n c i e s  l i s t e d  
b e l o w  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  o u t s i d e  o f  the. 

i e x i s t i n g  C o u r t  c o m p l e x .  T h e s e  o f f i c e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  w i l l
b e  r e l o c a t e d  i n t o  t h e  e x p a n d e d  A n c h o r a g e  C o u r t h o u s e .

A n n u a l
O f f i c e / A g e n c y  S q u a r e  F e e t  O c c u p i e d  R e n t a l  C o s t

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e 7 ,4  40 $ 1 2 5 , 2 8 0
T e c h n i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s 2 , 0 4 5 5 0 , 3 0 4
S t o r a g e  in O l d  P I P  B l d g .  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l / D i s t r i c t

4 , 0 0 0 - 0 -

A t t o r n e y 3 1 , 3 4 5 7 8 9 , 8 9 4
P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r 7 , 0 3 5 1 7 1 , 3 7 2
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
A d u l t  C o r r e c t i o n s  -

1 , 3 4 0 3 5 , 3 7 6

P r e s e n t e n c e  U n i t 1 , 7 1 0 4 6 , 1 7 0

Y o u t h  C o r r e c t i o n s 4 ,3.00 6 5 , 5 2 0

5 9 , 1 1 5 $1 , 2 8 3 , 9 1 6

E x i s t i n g  C o u r t  f a c i l i t y  h a s  o n l y  1 c o u r t r o o m / c h a m b e r s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  u s e d  by p r o  t e m  an d  
v i s i t i n g  j u d g e s .  R e m o d e l i n g  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  no  a d d i t i o n a l  c o u r t r o o m  o r  c h a m b e r s  c a n  be 

b u i l t .

C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  is c r o w d e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i n e f f i c i e n c y ;  
o t h e r  a n c i l l a r y  o f f i c e s ,  j u r y  a s s e m b l y  ro o m ,  a n d  o t h e r  

s p a c e s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  m a x i m u m  u t i l i z a t i o n .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  in w h i c h  a g e n c i e s  a n d  o f f i c e s  a r e  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  C o u r t  f a c i l i t y  a r e  i n e f f i c i e n t  in 
t e r m s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  a c c e s s .  T h i s  c r e a t e s  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  t o  t h e s e  o f f i c e s .

B. P r o j e c t i o n s  for Futi e G r o w t h  a n d  S p a c e  D e m a n d s :

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  in A n c h o r a g e  h a s  g r o w n  f r o m  1 7 8 , 0 0 0  in 
1 9 7 5 t o  7 3 0 , 0 0 0  in 1983 , an i n c r e a s e  o f  30%.

F r o m  1 9 7 5  t o  F Y  83, s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f i l i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  
f r o m  6 , 6 4 6  t o  9 , 9 6 0 ,  a 50 % i n c r e a s e .



F r o m  1 9 7 5  to F Y  83 d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f i l i n g s  ( n o n - t r a f f i c )  
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  1 2 , 7 2 6  t o  1 6 , 4 6 4 ,  a 30% i n c r e a s e  a n d  

t o t a l  f i l i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  4 5 , 5 9 0  to  6 5 , 2 7 2 ,  a 43% 
i n c r e a s e .

T h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c i a l  a n d  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  
A n c h o r a g e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s i n g  f r o m  2 3 0 , 0 0 0  in 1 9 8 3  to
3 6 2 , 0 0 0  b y  t h e  y e a r  2005 , a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  57%.

It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
c a s e l o a d s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  if n o t  m o r e  t h a n ,  
t h i s  a m o u n t  o v e r  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  C o u r t  s y s t e m  
c a s e l o a d s  a r e  i m p a c t e d  b y  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c h  as 
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  i n c r e a s e d  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  d r u g s  o r  
D W I ' s ,  etc .

II. D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A n c h o r a g e  C o u r t  C o m p l e x .

1 9 6 4  to  19 73:  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  o c c u p i e d  t h e  o l d  c o u r t
b u i l d i n g ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 4 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  feet.

N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 3  t o  p r e s e n t :  tb o  C o u r t  S y s t e m  o c c u p i e d  th e
o l d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  B o n e v  M e m o r i a l  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g ,  
w h i c h  a d d e d  1 5 8 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  2 2 2 , 0 0 0  
s q u a r e  f e e t  in th e  C o u r t  C o m p l e x .

In 1 9 8 2  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  r e c e i v e d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
$ 9 , 9 6 9 , 0 0 0  fo r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e s i g n ,  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  

a n d  r e m o d e l i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  s p a c e .

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
l a n d  a c r o s s  "I" S t r e e t  f r o m  the. C o u r t  c o m p l e x ,  s e l e c t e d  
a n a r c h i t e c t  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  

t h e  p r o g r a m m i n g  fo r  the n e w  b u i l d i n g .

- T h i s  p r o g r a m m i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 5  w o u l d  a m o u n t  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  2 7 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  feet.

B y  19 88  ( e a r l i e s t  y e a r  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  be b u i l t  a n d  
o c c u p i e d )  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  w i l l  n e e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
1 7 0 , 0 0 0  to 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  a d d i t i o n a l  s q u a r e  feet.- l e a v i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  f o r  o t h e r  S t a t e  us e s .

T h e  p r o j e c t e d  g r o w t h  f r o m  1 9 8 8  to t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 5  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  th e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  C o u r t  i n t o  t h e  fu lx  
c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .
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T h e  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s  fo r c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  

e x p a n s i o n  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  J o h n  M c C o o l ,  P r o j e c t  
A r c h i t e c t .

C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f f i c e s ,  c o u r t r o o m ,  a n d  
r e l a t e d  s p a c e s  w i l l  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 8 5  p e r  s q u a r e  
foot . F o r  2 7 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  t h i s  c o s t  e q u a l s  a p p r o x i­
m a t e l y  $ 4 9 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0 .

- A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 7 , 5 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  p a r k i n g  a r e a  w i l l  

b e  b u i l t  a t a n e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  $8 5 p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  f o r  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 9 , 9 8 7 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  t o t a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 5 9 , 4 8 2 , 0 0 0 .

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
b u d g e t e d  in t h e  1 9 82  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

* * *

III. Costs:
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