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January 18, 198*1 

(Jb Sponsor Substitute SB 2*»1 I

Analysis-Alask3 Chapter, National Association of Social Workers

Section 1- Provides that a court order is required for inspection of adoption 

or legitimation records and deletes the Bureau of Vital Records' 
authority to adopt regulations with respect to such inspection.

It is currently the practice of the Bureau of Vital Records to 

release original birth certificates by regulation, although the 

statutes prohibit such release .

Section 2- -Provides for access to adoption information.

-Clarifies that biological parents can file a statement with the 

Bureau of Vital Records consenting to release of the original birth 

certi ficate.

-States that if such a statement has not been filed a court order 

is required for release of the original birth certificate.

-Permits the release of ten items of non-identifying information 

to adoptive parents and/or adoptees 18 years of age or older.

-Requires that after the effective date of the act the State shall 

provide the non-identifying information on a standard- form.

-Requires the State Registrar to attach to the original birth certificate 

the name and address of the adoptee and/or biological parent should 

they so request and then enables release of the name and address of 

the adoptee to the biological parent and the biological parent to the 

adoptee.
-Requires that anyone placing a child for adoption after the effective 

date provide the ten items of non-identifying information to the 

State Registrar.

-Requires that the Department of Health and Social Services attempt 

to obtain the ten non-identifying information items upon request for 

adoptions occurring before January 1, 198*1.

-Requires maintenance of records.

Section 3- -Amends A.S. 25,23.060 to provide that consent to adoption forms must 
state the person's right to withdraw the consent and also that a copy 

of the consent form be provided to the person.

Section *i- -Clarifies access to adoption records under A.S. 25.23.150 and
provides for release of non-identifying information on request and 

identifying information with consent.

Section 5" -Clarifies language prohibiting release of identifying information 

on adoption.
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Section 6- -fteqXZlrSs^the Superior Court E5~robt-a-i-n~fop-j;-he State-RegfSTrar 

the— tefH-ftenT5 ~crf'~non'- i denrl'fyTng i nformat ion.

-Requires a statement from the biological parent regarding whether 

the adoptee may have the original birth certificate when 18 years 

of age or older.

-Requires a statement indicating the biological parent has been informed 

that the State Registrar must attach the current name and address of 

biological parent and/or adoptee to original birth certificate at any 

t ime.

-Requires that the non-identifying information shall be attached to 

original birth certificate.

-Requires that the biological parent must be given a copy of their 

statement regarding release of original birth certificate.

-Provides that the biological parent must be informed on their copy 

of the information that they have the option of changing their mind 

about the release of identifying information at any time.

T h &  Alaska Chapter, National Association of Social Workers believes that Sponsor 

S u b s K t u t e  S b J?'*m  addresses the interests of both adoptees and biological parents 
and p r o ^ i d e ^ a  balance between their needs. Furthermore, Sponsor Substitute 

SB 2 *• 1-qfmv'Ttk^ for a change in adoption records in the future in order to address 
a. Fundamental in^ti^tice which has heretofore been done adoptees by denying them 

access to information~~trbout themselves.

CeoJlia Klei-rfl<auf

A1as k s ^ C h a p t c r , National Association of Social Workers 

1/18/8*.
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  B i l l  Ray, C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

S e n a t o r  Joe J o s e p h s o n  
S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  
S e n a t o r  F r i t z  P e t t y j o h n  
S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r ,  Sr.

F R O M :  K a r l a  F o r s y t h o - j ^ p
G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  
A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

S U B J E C T :  SS for SB 241, an act r e l a t i n g  to adoption,

T he A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a p p r e c i a t e s  this o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

b r i n g  to y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  c o u r t - r e l a t e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  SS for 

SB 241, an act r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n .

U n d e r  s e c t i o n  s i x  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the 

c l e r k  o f  the s u p e r i o r  court, the d e p a r t m e n t  o f  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  

s e r v i c e s ,  o r  the p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  for a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  

to o b t a i n  fr o m  e a c h  k n o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a v a r i e t y  of  n o n i d e n­

t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  a c c e s s  to 

i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  It is the p o s i t i o n  of  the c o u r t  s y s t e m  

t h a t  the r e f e r e n c e  to the c l e r k  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  s h o u l d  b e  

d e l e t e d .

The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  i n c l u d i n g  the c o u r t  as one o f  

the i n f o r m a t i o n - g a t h e r i n g  a g e n c i e s  is to a d d  a n e w  and i n a p p r o­

pr i a t e  c l e r i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  to the w o r k  o f  the courts. T h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  th i s  s e c t i o n  is that if an a g e n c y  or the
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d e p a r t m e n t  is n o t  i n v o l v e d  in an a d o p t i o n ,  the c o u r t  s h o u l d  

oh' iin the i n f o r m a t i o n .  In a l m o s t  a l l  s t e p - p a r e n t  a d o p t i o n s ,  an 

a g e n c y  or  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is n o t  i n v o l v e d ,  so the c o u r t  w o u l d  have 

to c o l l e c t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .  T h e s e  

t y p e s  o f  a d o p t i o n s  c o m p r i s e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  the c o u r t ' s  

a d o p t i o n  w o r k l o a d .  M o r e o v e r ,  in t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  the b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  is o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to c o n t a c t .  T h e r e f o r e  the c o u r t  w i l l  

s p e n d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  o b t a i n i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  

l i k e l y  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  in m a j o r  c o u r t  l o c a t i o n s .  This  

r.nvestigatory f u n c t i o n  is not c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the c o u r t ' s  a d j u d i­

c a t o r y  role.

A n  e a s i e r  a n d  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y  to o b t a i n  this  

i n f o r m a t i o n  in s t e p - p a r e n t  a d o p t i o n s  is for the p e r s o n  p e t i­

t i o n i n g  for a d o p t i o n  a n d  n o t  t h e  c o u r t  to f u r n i s h  it to the 

r e g i s t r a r .  If the p h r a s e  " p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  for a d o p t i o n "  

is i n t e n d e d  to i n c l u d e  t h e s e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  the c o u r t ' s  c o n c e r n s  

w i t h  s e c t i o n  six c a n  be r e m e d i e d  s i m p l y  by d e l e t i n g  the r e f e r e n c e  

to the c l e r k  o f  the s u p e r i o r  court. H o w e v e r ,  if p e t i t i o n e r s  in 

s t e p - p a r e n t  a d o p t i o n s  are not m e a n t  to be i n c l u d e d  in the phrase, 

th e y  s h o u l d  be s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d .  If th i s  is the case, the 

c o u r t  s y s t e m  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  l i n e s  10-12, p a g e  five o f  the p r o p o s e d  

bill, s h o u l d  read: "The p e r s o n  p e t i t i o n i n g  for the a d o p t i o n ,  the

d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  the p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  for a d o p t i o n  s hall 

o b t a i n  f r o m  e a c h  k n o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  

for the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  . . . ."
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D e l e t i n g  the r e f e r e n c e  to the c o u r t  c o m p o r t s  w i t h  the 

a p p a r e n t  i n t e n t  o f  the l e g i s l a t i o n .  P r o p o s e d  s e c t i o n  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0  

r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  an a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  o r  a p e r s o n  

p l a c i n g  an a d o p t e e ,  and n o t  the court, to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 

the r e g i s t r a r .  It is i n c o n s i s t e n t  to t h e n  r e q u i r e  the c o u r t  to 

o b t a i n  the i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  the a d o p t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t i t l e  25. 

A l s o ,  a r e f e r e n c e  to the c o u r t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  i n a b i l i t y  or f a i l u r e  

to o b t a i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  a f f e c t  the c o u r t ' s  r e v i e w  of the 

a d o p t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  it is c l e a r  f r o m  p r o p o s e d  s e c t i o n  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  

t h a t  t h e  m i s s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t s  not in d e n i a l  o f  the a d o p­

tion, b u t  in n o n d i s c l o s u r e .

In s u m m a r y ,  the c o u r t  s y s t e m  r e c o m m e n d s  d e l e t i o n  of  the 

r e f e r e n c e  to the " c l e r k  of  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t "  f r o m  s e c t i o n  six.

cc: S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a
S e n a t o r  R o d e y  
S e n a t o r  S t u r q u l e w s k i  
S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  
S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  
S e n a t o r  P. F i s c h e r  
S e n a t o r  M o s s  
P a u l a  S c a v e r a  
A r t h u r  H. S n o w d e n ,  II
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A DOPTION
BACKGROUND I

A l a s k a ' s  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  a d o p t i o n  n e e d  t o  b e  r e v i s e d .  A d u l t  
a d o p t e e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  B o c i o - b i o l o g i c a l  h e r i t a g e .

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W o r ­
k e r s  b e l i e v e s  a d u l t  a d o p t e e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  
n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  u p o n  r e q u e s t  aB  a  
m a t t e r  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t ,  w i t h o u t  c o u r t  o r d e r .

A C T IO N  RECOMMENDEDl

— A d u l t  a d o p t e e s  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  b o  p r o v i d e d  a c c e s s  
t o  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  a  m e c h a n i s m  
w h i c h  p r o t e c t s  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  T h i s  m e c h a n i s m  c o u l d  b e  e i t h e r  a n  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  a g e n c y  o r  a  r e g i s t r y  w t . i c h  w o u l d  g a t h e r  t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  a n d  a t t a c h  i t  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  b i r c h  c e r t i f i c a t e .

— T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a n  a f f i d a v i t  c o n s e n t i n g  t o  r e l e a s e  
( o r  n o t  t o  r e l e a s e )  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g ­
i c a l  p a r e n t  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .

— T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  r e ­
l e a s i n g  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t ,  a s  1 b t h e i r  c u r r e n t  
p r a c t i c e .

e»K>u l l v *  D i n o l o r
U in iu  frchnno*(, M6W 
Ftiibrw l
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P.O. Pox 58153 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
January 10, 1982

Senator Don Bennett 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Bennett:

As an individual I am writing to request that you sponsor legislation changing 
the wording of AS 20.15.100(d). The current section reads:

"(d) Except as provided in (g) and (i) of this section, an investigation shall 
be made by the department or any other qualified agency or person designated by 
the court to inquire into the conditions and antecedents of a minor sought to be 
adopted and of the petitioner for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
adoptive hone is a suitable home for the minor and whether the proposed adoption 
is in the best interest of the minor."

"(g)" and "(i)" serve to allow the court discretion in ordering investigations 
where agencies are a party to the adoption, in the cases of relative (usually 
step-parent) adoption and in the adoption of adults.

The above provision gives tine court the paver to order the Department of Health 
and Social Ser ices, Division of Family and Youth Services to conduct such 
studies in what would otherwise be private adoptions. Possibly because the 
Department does not charge it has apparently become very popular, at least in 
the Fairbanks area, for the court to order these studies done by the department 
even in those cases where the families seem well able to afford the cost. And 
despite the fact that there are at least two private agencies in the Fairbanks 
area that have experience in the field of adoptions as well as a number of 
experienced social workers available on a private fee basis.

While it can be argued that it is legitimate for the state to provide this 
service in those cases where there are no private resources available, or where 
the adoptive family is not able to afford the cost, it would seem somewhat 
questionable for the state to provide a free s e n d e e  in direct competition with 
comparable resources in the private sector.

The Division of Family and Youth Services has been ordered with increasing 
frequency to provide this service at a time when other caseloads, especially in 
the area of child sexual abuse, have teen climbing at a steady rate. Yet there 
has teen no concurrent increase in the staff available to provide this sendee. 
I would respectfully suggest that either the department te reasonably staffed t.c 
provide this public service or that the wording of the statute te changed to 
allow the department to decline the investigation in those cases where other 
resources are available to the adoptive family and to the court. An adequate 
adoptive study requires a minimum of about 20 hours of time, often more, and the 
Family and Youth Services office in Fairbanks has been asked to do as many as 7 
per month. Or, put another way, the rougli equivalent of a full tine job.



The concern of the statute is to provide a protection to the child and to this 
end I do not advocate removing the requirement for an investigation of the 
family and the child's "conditions and antecedents". However, elsewhere in the 
statute there is provision for notice to the department of all adoptions and 
this notice provides an opportunity for the department to screen cases to some 
extent for possible abuse or neglect concerns. Also, if the court (or other 
agency doing the investigation) discovers some child protection concerns the 
Child protection resources of the department would be available to to the court 
or the agency.

Therefore I respectfully suggest that AS 20.15’. 100 (d) be reworded to read as 
follows:

"(a) Except as provided in (g) and (i) of this section, an investigation shall 
be made by [the department or any] a qualified agency or person designated by 
the court to inquire into the conditions and antecedents of a minor sought to be 
adopted and of the petitioner for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
adoptive home is a suitable home for the minor and whether the proposed adoption 
is in the best interest of the minor. For the use of the court in carrvir.a out 
provisions of this section the department shall maintain and provide to the 
court a list of appropriate agencies and individuals available to provide such 
investigations, and if no such agencies or individuals are available within a 
reasonable proximity to the adoptive family the department shall provide such 
services to the court."

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

V*, • < •'
i

.James J. 'Pox 
V



SECTIONAL ANALYSIS CSSSB 241 (JUDICIARY) WORK DRAFT

SEC7ICN 1

Deletes the authority by regulation to disclose information concerning 
adoption or legitmation.

SECTION 2

Provides for access to adoption records and sets the procedure for the 
notifying of the biological parent. Permits the release of ten items of 
non-identifying information to adoptive parents and/or adoptees 18 years 
or older. Requires that after the effective date of the act the State 
shall provide the non-identifying information on a standard form. 
Requires that anyone placing a child for adoption after the effective 
date, provide the ten items on non-identifying information to the State 
Registrar. Requires that the Department of Health and Social Services 
attempt to obtain the ten non-identifying information items upon request 
for adoptions occuring before January 1, 1985. Requires maintenance of 
records.

SECTION 3

Consent to adoption forms must state the person's right to withdraw the 
consent and also that a copy of the consent form \x\ provided to the 
person.

SECTION 4

Non-Identifying information shall be filed with the clerk of the court 

SECTION 5

Clarifies language prohibiting release of identifying information on 
adoption

S E C H O N  6

Clarifies language on the release of information concerning disclosure 
or identity of adoptive children or adoptive parents.

SECTION 7

Adds tiie requirement for the inclusion of non-identifying information to 
the documents which must be provided to the court. Also adds the 
requirementof a statement that the biological parent is aware of the 
procedures of the release of adoption information

SECTION 8

Effective date clause



MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator B i l l  Ray
Senator Jalmar Kerttula

FROM: Elizabeth J. Nickerson

RE: SB 241: An Act Relating to Adoption

DATE: April 26, 1983

SB 241 seeks to accomplish several things regarding adoption 
records. As background information i t  should be noted that presently, 
although the statute provides that all adoption records shall be confi­
dential (see AS 18.50.220, AS 25.23.150), upon request the D- v is ion of 
Vital S ta t i s t ic s  i s  releasing original birth certificate to adoptees.
In addition, at the time of adoption no information regarding the 
medical background of the biological parents or other non-idantifying 
information is  obtained.

According to authorities on adoptees and their  search for their  
biological parents, often the only information sought is basic 
non-identifying information. This b i l l  seeks to provide the adoptee 
with non-identifying information so as to aid in f i l l in g  tha void often 
experienced when an adoptee, whether as a child or as an adult, learns 
that he/she is  adopted. In addition th i s  b i l l  provides thet a state 
registry will be established whereby the biological parent and the 
adoptee, having obtained majority, may attach identifying information to 
the original birth certificate. This i s  optional and only at the 
request of either party.

A summary of the individual sections follows.

SECTION 1

Section 1 provides that inspection of the original birth c e r t i f i ­
cate shall only be made by order of the court or upon the request of an 
agent of the state or federal government acting in the performance of 
the agent's official  dut.es. This change ensures that inspection of



original birth certificates will follow the confidential guidelines 
provided by statute.

SECTION 2

Under this  section, non-identifying information i s  to be collected 
at the time of adoption and released to che adoptive parent and the 
adopted person upon turning 18 years of age. The non-identifying 
information that i s  to be collected on a standard form by the state 
regist ry  includes the following information: the age of the biological 
parent at the birth of the adopted person; the heritage of the 
biological parent; the health history of the biological parent and of 
blood relatives; the general physical appearance of the biological 
parent at the time of birth; a statement as to whether or not the 
parental r ights of the biological parent were voluntarily relinquished 
or court ordered in a termination proceeding; the existence of another 
child or children of the biological parent; talents, hobbies and special 
interests  of the biological parent; education completed by the 
biological parent at the time of the birth; the religion of the 
biological parent; and the legal relationship i f  any between the 
biological parents.

Either  the biological parent or the adopted person may request that 
identifying information (name and address) be attached to the original 
birth certificate and made available to the other party.

The commissioner, a child adoption agency, and a person authorized 
by law to place a person for  adoption shall furnish the state regist rar  
the nun-identifying information required under this  section. In the 
event that these individuals cease to place persons for adoption they 
are required to transfer their  records to the commissioner. This 
ensures that th is  information will  be preserved.

SECTION 3

This section provides that at the time of adoption the persons 
required to consent to adoption will  be given notice that they may 
withdraw their  consent to the adoption as provided in AS 25.23.070.
Under AS 25.23.070 consent to adoption may be withdrawn:

before the entry of a decree of adoption, within 1 0  days, by
delivering written notice to the person obtaining the consent,
or after the 1 0  day period, i f  the court find:,, after notice 
and opportunity to be heard is  afforded to petitioner, the 
person seeking the withdraw and the agency placing the child 
for adoption, that the withdrawal is  in the best interest  of 
the person to be adopted and the court orders the withdraw.

Compliance with this statutory requirement guarantees ttu t one is 
informed about the limited right to withdraw consent to adoption.



SECTION 4

This section provides that the papers and records relating to 
adoption are subject to inspection only upcn consent of the court. 
However th i s  section also allows inspection of the papers or records 
with the consent of all interested persons or by order of the court for 
good cause shown.

SECTION 5

Section 5 states that only with the consent of the adopted child,
14 years or older, or by the adoptive parent or by order of the court 
for  good cause shown may the name or identity of either an acoptive 
parent or an adopted child be disclosed.

SECTION 6

Records and information regarding adoption are to be obtained by 
the clerk of the Superior Court, the Department, or the person placing 
the child for  adoption. Non-identifying information is  to be compiled 
on a form prepared by the Department. The procedure for attaching 
identifying information to the original birth certificate is to be 
provided the biological parent.

Paragraph (d) of th is  section provides that identifying information 
may be changed or removed at any time i f  requested by the biological 
parent. This ensures that i f  the biological parent later wishes no 
remain anonymous, i t  i s  within the power of the biological parent to so 
remove information which is  identifying.

SECTION 7

This section provides that SB 241 takes effect January I, 1984. 

SUMMARY

SB 241 provides a means whereby non-identifying information regard­
ing the biological parent will  be attached to the original birth 
certificate at the time of the adoption. Further this  bi l l  provides 
that identifying information may be attached to the original birth 
certif icate only at the request of either r.he biological parent or the 
adopted child. Unless so ordered by a court or at the request of an 
officer of a state or federal agency, identifying information may not 
otherwise be released. This ensures that adoption records remain 
confidential and that v ital  s t a t i s t i c s  is without power to release 
original birth certificates.



Possible opposition to th is  b i l l  comes from those who believe that 
original birth certificates should be completely open to the adopted 
child. As long as our statutes provide that adoption records shall be 
confidential any measure allowing inspection of an original birth 
certificate, unless so ordered by a co"rt or with the consent of all 
interested parties, is v io lat ive  of the law.
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May 3, 1983

Sponsor Substitute SB241

Analysis - Alaska Chapter, National Association of Social Work

Section 1 - Provides that a court order is required for inspection of 
adoption or legitimation records and deletes the Bureau of 
Vital Records authority to adopt regulations with regard to 
such inspection. It is currently the practice of the Bureau 
of Vital Records to release original birth certificates under 
regulations the Bureau adopted many years ago.

Section 2 - Provides for access to adoption information.
- Clarifies that the biological parent can file a statement with 

the Bureau of Vital Records permitting release of original birth 
certificate.

- States that if such a statement has not been filed a court order 
is required for release.

- Permits the release of ten items of non-identifying information 
to adoptive parent and adoptee 18 or older.

- Requires that for adoptions after January 1984 (or effective date) 
the staco shall provide the non-identifying information on a 
standard form.

- Requires the State Registrar to attach to the original birth 
certificate the name and address of the adoptee and/or biological 
parent should they so request and then enables release of name 
and address of adoptee to biological parent and biological parent 
to adoptee.

- Requires that anyone placing a child for adoption after effective 
date provide the ten items of non-identifying information to the 
State Registrar.

- Requires that the Department of Health and Social Services 
attempt to obtain the ten non-identifying information items upon 
request for adoption occurring before January 1, 1984.

- Requires maintenance of records.

Section 3 - Amends AS25.23.060 to provide that consent to adoption forms state 
the person's right to withdraw the consent and provide a cop., of the 
consent to the person.

Section 4 - Clarif’js access to adoption records under AS25.23.150 and provides 
for release of non-identifying information on request and identify­
ing information with consent.

Section 5 - Clarifies language prohibiting release of identifying information 
on adoption.



Sponser Substitute SB241 
Page 2

Section 6  - Requires the Superior Court to obtain for the State Registrar -
- Ten items of non-identifying information.
- Statement from biological parent whether adoptee may have ori 

ginal birth certificate when 18 years of age or older.
- Statement indicating biological parent has been informed State 

Registrar must attach current name and address of biological 
parent and/or adoptee to original birth certificate at any time.

- Statement that non-identifying information shall be attached to 
original birth certificate.

- Biological parent must be given a copy of their statement regarding 
release of original birth certifcate.

- The biological parent must be informed on the information they re­
ceive a copy of that they have the option of changing their mind 
about release of identifying information at any time.

The Alaska Chapter, National Association of Social Workers believes that 
SB241 addresses the interests of both adoptees and biological parents and 
provides a balance between their needs. Furthermore. SB241 provides for a 
change in adoption records for the future in order to address a fundamental 
injustice which has heretofore been done adoptees by denying them access to 
information about themselves.
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Pyiblic coiinforj favors opening adoption records
By CECILIA KLEINXAUF

Throughout the winter m il spring of 1020, 
the subject of "opening" adoption records m 
Alaska received a Mood deal of a'teninn.

A public forum, sponsored by the Len:;ue of 
Women Voters, the National Aesociaiton of. 
Social Workers and the Social Work Depart­
m ent a t  the University of Alaska generated 
m uch discussion anil a series of resolutions 
supporting opening records fur release ot non- 
ideatifyin" infonnation (i.e. — medical, racial 
data) and opening records for release of 
identifying inforraat'on with the consent cf the 
inilividua! whose name is released. Legislation 
wa3 also introduced in the llth  Alaska Lc-uisia- 
ture to amend Ll<e Alaska statutes to provide 
for open records but did not pass.

In order to determine the opinions of the 
general public regarding adoption issues, the 
•Social Woi Department at the University of 
Afoska ni’.U’td  :o undertake a research survey 
of public opinion and make the results availa­
ble to the legislature ami ihe public a t large.

Both KIMO-TV. Channel id, anil the Anchor­
age Daily News provided assistance by actual­
ly publicising the short questionnaire, thus 
assuring participation by the general public.

The survey asked the following questions:
1) Whether responents behevctl that non- 

identifying information should lie available to 
adult adoptee.: v.ithuiii a court order.

2) Whether respondents believed that ider.ti- 
fylng Information (‘lames) should In; accessible 
to adult adoptees, adoptive and biological 
parents —

n) O.uty v.'i'.h written consent of the person to 
be adopted;

b) Only with n court order nml the written 
consent of the person In t<*adopted:

c) Only with a court order; 
it) N otntall;
d) Whether adoptions should be done by a 

ilcsnscd adoptien agency r r  the state  — except 
for relative crstep-piirrnlailomions.

One hundrcii forty-two iH2) individuals rt- 
snuuded la  the brief questionnaire. Of ‘his 
num ber — it) were adopted persons, : .  were 
adoptive parent;., 22 w -re biological parents of 
a child released for ndopcen, 1.! were profes­
sional and -Hi were clax-dii *d "other." compos­
ite breakdowns of their responses are as 
follows:

11 Those believing that non-idenlifyim; wider- 
M.itien slit.tilt! he avniiiMle to adult adoptees 
: itlinuln court order —

Yes........................................................69 percent
No,...................  pern-et
DoiiT Kr.o'.v.......................................... 4 percent
V  1 b ;,e  loliovim  thn; nionfifyin'i inform.! 

■tj.i ir.eir.vvi should be .id.essiblir ;o noon 
a d o p t e r n i u  olive noil laoloijicol paruill** -

Written coos-un..................................77 p >rcei:l
(.i j  : in , . written tnutstiu  is portent
O n ly  w ith  c o u rt o r d e r  ..................... /  p. *c , i
No1 ,ii oil   4 pciCe: I
Dom’i k n ew    I percent
3 ) t h o s e  h eh ,-v in o  Him ad o p tion s  shsul.i to 

d on e  b y  a  I icon  rod a a c p ir .u  enem  y o r  the stub '
- (except lor relative or stepparent edopi ons)

Yes...........................  v5 percent
No.........................................................17 percent
Don't Know ir> percent

Contrary tu what might be expected, u K u  
die tvspn.vios are I.i > V -i • by atlnpte,,,- 
• lnj.tr.e j.'i i 'ti i;  and I. •>’ . purer:s,

. ij.port for open records rnmnimi .'.tr-'n1! wttfitn 
iiiiivrretei'rniui.

(P tinw'e e,,so, iii|i‘hl.i who worn A O 't'/nV E
, , , ‘ 1, n'i ; i ‘*'::t i i  tin t . a . : . , \ i  In

'..u i.iiy iii;! iii.n i iiu 't io  I -sliug-d t ."  it in n te ii i .i th  
e. u> ii..e iil o f  the P' lnnh  to  id •tn ifi- ,1 . 
•ic. 'y -t iv c  p e rc en t l ie l,e . - . „ | ad u lt n il, a .h .vs 
. ‘ i j I i I  h iv e  iti'i'.ws to  i iu ie id v i.t ity ln i! i i a o r m -  

i . ’ i .i  v. L 'l-iit u e o li i t  ut tie r , rV ly - u n c  pet " . ' t i l i.i

A  U

ml
I’-'eV.i /. .

f i L #
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the adoptive pm .mts believed adoptions should 
t«  done by a liccreed agency or the Slate ar.d 
35 percent d isag reed ,tu rtcen  percent weren't sure.

0: those re.sSu.-.iier.Ls who were the HiOI.LCr-
10,\i.  1’AliENT cf a child released fur mion- 
lion, 6-’ [wrcenl believed that access to liter,ti:y- 
ir.j information should be granted with the 
written coa>ent ri the person to be identified 
Nine, .-one percent believed adult fldaplc-e i 
iihouiu litive an: us (o non-identifying i.uformn- 
ticn without a court order. Karly tive percent of 
the biological patents believed adoptions smngii 
lx; done by n licensed agency i r  trio state. 
Forty one percent weren’t sure and l l  percent 
disayi ceil.

Of the respondents who were ADO! TEES. 31 
percent believed that accv.vi to ii|.-nt;f>:r.;« 
information should be provided v.nh (!;■; w 
cere eat of the per.'t-n to be Identified Ninety- 
five iMTccilt bdiew d Hint access to r...-- 
fit.v.ttfyi::;! f';for."'*o*’u il-.ra-.ld be p . *g.
out a court order, and C-! percent i-ellred  
adCpl.on.s should be dene by a in ca,ril aueney 
or Lie state, l-dcve.i percent disagree-' mil five 
iwrrcr.t weren’t sure.C l She leiilm,..::, r.gpcr.dwL:. M pvrcer.t 
believe*! that wriiti-a coi’sem ;1 ,n!.l he i<> 
<|uire i for the iclease cf identify;;’.; i.utorir.i- 
tioa. I !  percent Ivlievei! taut acce.-ei to con- 
identifyimi infoimuitioa slmuld be f-,.-:.ib|e w-.tu-
11.:t cbtiri aider find VI jivrcent behoved a 
liceii'.etl agenvy or llte ptate .‘liculd du t!-..- 
ndepti.MW.

bmvey results such as the:" give d ea r 
indics'ar.s of ch.T. ai.! serial attil-.ulcs nbcat 
nilu|ii:„h,iuiliii;oii'. ".'-.•'.ret" ndi.puve 1-ei'ord.r

It :; r.tiviou : t , -t !i o II! lior.ty re pyRd i 
in It.:.-: survey lebeve ili.it Ala-ika .sla-eii 
"open" ndjptive n  eeii's. ll reinuih., lo l.e -ee.i 
KltsStdrliw l'dth Al‘i..ka Ix.u.-daterc -..gl .,gr,-e.

" / ’i.'i/ue" K l-iiiku ii! is a  /icu.'tv 
i..* - i . t r  cf Hic University o f M.i ..k.i, dni /mf- 

wilt the Uof-irtniont o! .‘i ici.tf liVc'c.
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P A C E 1

"An Act relating to adoption; and providing for an effective date ."

Senate Bill No. 241 amends the Vital Statistics  Act and the adoption 
statute pertinent to access to adoption records and consent p rocedures. 
The  Bill has the effect of denying persons adopted in Alaska prior to 
enactment of this Bill access to their original birth cert if icates, which is 
presently permitted by regulation. The  Bill provides that, for adoption 
which occurred prior to January  1, 1984, the State R eg istrar  may not 
release any information, on the biological parent named on the 
certificate without that person's permission. However, it does allow for 
a biological parent to file a statement with the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics permitting access . T h is  Bill reflects the view that the 
present practice does not protect the confidentiality of the biological 
parents since their names are made available without their consent or 
knowledge. While this position may have merit, persons adopted prior  
to the enactment of this proposed legislation would argue that since the 
State did not provide a mechanism for collection and retention of 
non-identifying information before January 1 , 1984, they should not be 
denied access to the information which is presently  on file, namely, the 
original b irth certificate.
4

The  Division of Family and Youth Serv ices  receives numerous inquiries  
every  year from parents who have relinquished a child and from adult 
adoptees wanting to locate their biological family. Senate Bill 241, as 
written , would deny access to any identifying information, unless  
specific instructions are left on record by the biological parent. The  
national trend appears to be moving more toward open adoption records  
and for older ch ild ren , the biological parent often remains active in 
his child's life, even after parental r ights are terminated. While the 
Division of Family and Youth Serv ices  would support the collection of 
non-identifying information it would recommend considering access to 
identifying information where available.

For adoptions occurring after January  1 , 1984, information on the
biological parents including race, physical ch aracter is t ics , religion, 
health h isto ry , and existence of another child or children will be 
collected, and this non-identifying information may be provided to 
adoptive parents and to adopted persons 18 years of age or o lder. The  
Bill also recommends that information be collected on the legal 
relationship, if any, between the biological parents. The Department 
would question whether it is necessarily  in the best interests of the 
child to collect this information (for example, when the child is the 
result of an incestuous relationship) and would recommend removal of 
that item.

Minor changes are also recommended in three additional areas:

0Hage 2, line 3: "prepared by the commissioner" be removed to 
make the Bill consistent with other areas of AS 18.90. the 
Registrar of Vital Statistics  would normally be the person with the 
responsibility tor preparing new forms.
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SEN ATE B I L L  NO. 241 (Sponsor Substitute)

P A G E  2

"and p e r s o n . . ."  be changed to "orline 12: ____
" as it is necessary for only one of the sources

°Page 3, 
p e rso n . ,
mentioned to provide necessary information to the State R eg istrar .

°Page 3, lines 18 and 19: omit the words "request the
commissioner" to make the sentence more consistent with present  
procedure.

The  Bill also amends the adoption statute to provide that a consent to 
adoption is not valid unless the consent form states that the person has 
a right to withdraw the consent and is provided with a copy of the 
consent. The  Department would support the amendment.

RECOMMENDED

DATE:

RECOMMENDED:

DATE:

APPROVED BY

Michael L. Price, Director 
Division of Family and 

Youth Services

rooks, State Registrar 
of Vital Statistics

 h r -* —  / * ■
Robert Londo 
Coi/mi ssioner
RolW't London SmithJ^TluD. \J Coi/mi ssioner r

DATE:

J - A
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4 5 0 5  D r e d g e  L a k e  R d .  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 S 0 1  
May  4 ,  1 9 8 3

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  R a y  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  C h a i r m a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R a y :

I  am  w r i L i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  my 5  y e a r  o l d  a d o p t e d  s o n ,  J o n a t h a n ,  b e c a u s e  
h e  w i l l  b e  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S S S B  2 4 1 ,  a n  a c t  
r e l a t i n g  t o  a d o p t i o n .

U n d e r  p r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n ,  7 ACC 0 5 . 7 3 0 ,  J o n a t h a n  m a y  o b t a i n  a  c o p y  o f  
h i s  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h e n  h e  b e c o m e s  1 8  y e a r s  o l d .  T h a t  
c e r t i f i c a t e  n a m e s  h i s  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s ,  t h e i r  a g e s  a n d  b i r t h p l a c e s .
T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  e n a b l e  JONATHAN t o  r e s e a r c h  h i s  a n c e s t r y  -  t o  f i n d  
a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  a s :

Who  ain 1 ?
W h e r e  d i d  I  c o m e  f r o m ?
Do I  h a v e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ?
A r e  t h e r e  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  1 m a y  l i k e l y  i n h e r i t ?
W i l l  a n y  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  i n f l u e n c e  my d e c i s i o n  t o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n ?
W h a t  a m  I  w o r t h  i f  I  w a s  g i v e n  a w a y ?

' i l l i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  g o i n g  b a c k  i n  h i s t o r y -  
t o  o p e n i n g  t o  J o n a t h a n  t e e  f a s c i n a t i n g  s L u d y  o f  h i s  o w n  g e n e a l o g y .



But SSSB 241 proposes to change that. It would place the rights of the 
adopted person in the hands of the natural parent for access to the 
original birth certificate becomes contingent upon consent from the 
biological parent. I am opposed to this; the right of anyone to his 
own birth certificate should not be conditional upon permission from anyone.

The persons most adversely affected by SSSB 241 have already been adopted 
Most of these are children - like Jonathan - under age 18 - who cannnot 
fight for their rights and he cannnot get a copy of of their original 
birth certificates now before the law is changed. The passage of SSSB 241 
will effectively erect a stone wall in front of any search Jonathan 
and his descendants may conduce for their own "roots."

As an adoptive mother I am most concerned that the rights of my son are 
not violated. I have done a lot of research and have tried to consider 
all view points. I offer suggestions for more responsible legislation 
which I attach to this letter along with a copy of the bill marked to 
reflect those changes.

Please, leave stepping stones for Jonathan, not stone walls.

Sincerely,

t'f’

J o y c e  E .  L a n i e r

^fi;L02£Hy



SSSB 241

L i s t e d  b e l o w  a r e  E»y s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h

c o r e  e q u a l l y  b a l a n c e s  —

t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e e  t o  k n o w  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  h i s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ,

t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h o s e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  w h o  m a y  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n  a n o n y m o u s ,

t h e  w i s h e s  o f  a n y  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  w h o  m a y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  
n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  a d o p t e e  a  p e r s o n a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  \  

o w n  s e c u r i t y .

A m e n d m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  SSSB 241:

1. Retain ..he right of adopted person to his original birth certificate
at age 18 and over, aid additionally allow his descendants that same 
right, just as descendants of all other persons have that right.

2. Allow the birth parent to place a statement with the original birth 
certificate as to whether he/she would WELCOME contact with the•' 
adopted person.

3. Provide written notification that must be'acknowledged to the adoptive
and the natural parents of the adoptee's rights to the original birth
certificate. Establish a counseling program that- advises natural 
parents of their responsibilities to provide as much non-identifying 
information as possible to the adoptee, that advises adoptive parents 
that curiousity of the adoptee is very natural and is no personal 
threat, and counsels adoptees who may wish to contact natural parents.
I believe that by eliminating the element of surprise, all parties 
concerned will harbor fewer hard feelings.

4. Attach all the non-identifying information to the original birth
certificate as some adoptive parents donot tell the child that he is 
adopted and thus would not pass this information to him. This information 
would be availabe when the adoptee discovers lie is adopted.

b. Allow and encourage the birth parents to update the health history and 
sibling oxlstance as changes occur. Many inheritable iedic.nl problems 
do not materialize util many years after the adoption. Someday those 
siblings may be. the only f a m i l y  the adoptee has, especially in the 
I case of an adoptee who was raised as an only child in his adoptive home.

J o y c e  L a n i e r
4 5 0 8  D r e d g e  L a k e  R d .
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

789-0515 586-7701

5 / 4 /83
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7 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE  I T  ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA TE  OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b ) ( 1 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t : o r e a d :

1 0  ( 1 )  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  t h e  e v i d e n c e
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15 m a n c e  o f  t h e  a g e n t ' s  [ H I S ]  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

1 6  *  S e c .  2. AS 1 8 . 5 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :
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( d )  T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  18  y e a r s ,  a t t a c h  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i ­

c a t e  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  a n d  n a m e  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d

p e r s o n .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  

r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .

( e )  T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l ,  o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t ,  a t t a c h  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h e

b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  a n d  n a m e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  

r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS.  ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  

a  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  a n d  a  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n

t o  p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . -

5 0 0 ( c )  f o r  a l l  a d o p t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4 .  I f  t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . -

5 0 0 ( c )  i s  r e q u e s t e d  b u t  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a d o p t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  t h e  c o m m i s ­

s i o n e r  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c h i l d  

a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  o r  c o u r t  a d o p t i o n  r e ­

c o r d s ,  o r  a  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  

f o r  a d o p t i o n .

( b )  A c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  a n d  a  

p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  

s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ( c )  a n d  b y  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .  I f  a  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  o r  a  

p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  

c e a s e s  t o  p l a c e  p e r s o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  i t s  r e c o r d s  t o  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .
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e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r o ­

v i s i o n s  o f  AS 1 8 . 5 0 .

S e c .  5 .  AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( c )  E x c e p t  a s  a u t h o r i s e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  t h e  a d o p t e d  c h i l d  i f  1 4

o r  m o r e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  o r  b y  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  o r  u p o n  o r d e r  o f  t h e

c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [ I N  E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] , n o  p e r s o n  m a y  [ I S  

R E Q U IR E D  T O ]  d i s c l o s e  t h e  n a m e  o r  i d e n t i t y  o f  e i t h e r  a n  a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t  o r  a n  a d o p t e d  c h i l d .

S e c .  6 .  AS  2 5 . 2 3  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  RECORDS AND IN F OR M A T IO N .  ( a )  T h e  c l e r k  o f  t h e

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  t h e  p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a  c h i l d  f o r

a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  o b t a i n  f r o m  e a c h  k n o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r

( 1 )  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t e d  i n  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ( c )  o n  a  f o r m

p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;
vw!<‘ L.o r.«7 £.;V L> r-MT Vv

( 2 )  a  s t a t e m e n t  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  • m l o p f c e d - p e - i W J o n —  m a y - —h a v e

H A ' / s  ££>MTAC'T y ;i h  P^n-.vW,
a c c e s s - - t o —j  n f - o - v m a t a . o i v - o n — t h e  . . o r . i g . n u u . . .  c a r t  i u c a t c _ o x — b i r t h  w h e n  t h e  

p e r s o n  i s  18  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r ;

( 3 )  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  h a s

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m u s t  a t t a c h  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t ' s  c u r r e n t ,  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  a t  

a n y  t i m e  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  w i s h e s  t o  h a v e  a  c u r r e n t ,  a d d r e s s  

a t t a c h e d ;  a n d

( 4 )  a  s t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  l i a s

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d ,  a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  1.8 y e a r s  o f  a g o ,  m a y  h a v e  

a  c u r r e n t  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .

( b )  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  a  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t  I o n  s h a l l  b e  a ! f a c h o  1 t o  t h e  o r i g  i n a l  

b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .
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1 ( c )  T h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a  c o p y  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t

2 p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

3 ( d )  T h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  p l a c e d  f o r  a d o p t i o n  m a y

4  c h a n g e  a  s t a t e m e n t  f i l e d  u n d e r  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a t  a n y  t i m e  a n d

5 t h i s  o p t i o n  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  s h a l l  b e  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  c o p y  o f

6 t h e  s t a t e m e n t  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c -

7 t i o n ,  A M D  M A V  U P D A T E  I S l p s P - M A r i o M  F i U E P  U U t f S P .

8 *  S e c .  7 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4 .  ^  ^

Ce) T H P  A P ^ p r i v e  FA fz ;em t>  6 -MALB A c v js E - P  IM 
W R i r i L B  T f r P  <£,L&rZK, O B P A ' B - T ' M S l I T

£s2 P T C S o U  -PL/icJk!  ̂ fl-hS CX-TAP A^O PV^H  T I W

B H IL D  HLW T A T  [2 A P T  - p  T P  IB  P ; :1 3 d )L A L
6>ir2TH D e J 2. r i p ! ^ A fB  AT A ^ fB  l&  ^  &UUS12 A |-JP  T H E  

IP B K T lA V lU D *  i*H
I £ > . ^ . * 7^  A P ^ P T iV E  B-M2SKT B A -A LL

(Z ^ A T lp r  T h  B  f B p M  i f
A T V 'T U  A £TC.PV «pF fH B  f^lZKl.

(-f) A AC&PT|<$U A A B W B V  p'A A PI
A U T H ^  P ’ Z F D  6 ;/  L A W  P L - V T E  A  P t t lU P  f2>,G

a p h t p u  b  P a  l l  -p ^ v i p s  ^ l i l H e l M cB

T P  A p ^ R T E E * ^  B l ^ L P ^ j B A L  k A R L . M T B  A Q ^ P F I V B  

p A P E M T p  A T  T H B  T I M E  A T  A C 2 ? P T W  A M R  

AB PTTU dBTed ; So TAAT A LB  PARTIES Aczh. T f'^ATEP  
W I T H  P E < P £ £ r  i‘- ^ P L I P a ^ T i ^ m I  R A ^ l r  p t h p r .

^ L I N 6 T L ! M < B  ^ - r U l P ^ H L J P ^  4 H A L I  P R T V I P B P  

I R A  H A T
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R a y ,  C h a i . r r a a n  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  P e t t y j o h n  a n d  
E l i a s o n .  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r  s i g n e d  " n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n " .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a t t a c h e d :

" S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n d

CS SS SB  241  ( J u d i c i a r y )

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  
o f  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  c h i l d  
s h a l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  p r e f e r e n t i a l  w h e n  s a i d  p a r e n t  o r  
p a r e n t s  h a v e  c o n s e n t e d  t o  a n  a d o p t i o n ,  a s  c o n t r a - d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
f r o m  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ' s  ' r i g h t  t o  k n o w . '  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  
i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h e n  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a r e  m a d e  b y  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  t h a t  n o t i c e  o f  
s u c h  r e q u e s t s  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  i n s o f a r  
a s  p o s s i b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  who 
i s  s e e k i n g  g e n e a l o g i c a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  
p a r e n t s ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  -  a n d  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  i n ­
t e n d s  -  t h a t  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  d i v u l g e d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  
n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  s a m e  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  b y  
t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .

/ s /  B i l l  R a y _______
S e n a t o r  B i l l  R a y ] C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

A d o p t e d  1 / 2 5 / 8 4 "

SPONSOR SUBST ITU TE FOR SENATE B I L L  NO. 241 w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .
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