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TO: Senator Bill Ray

FROM: Paula d. Scavera

DATE: May 25, 1984

RE: SCSCS HB 678 (State Affairs)

The reason for this bill is apparently people are removing from the 
state, vintage planes and gun displacements and selling them to museums 
or private collectors.

SECTION 1

Adds language to the definition section of the Alaska Historical 
Pr«_oervation Act to include World War II artifacts.
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M E M O R A N D U M

FROM: Rep. John J. Liska

REFERENCE: HB 678, "An act p r o h i b i t i n g  remo v a l  of W W  II a r tifacts from

S tate land."

The purpose of this bill is to insure World W a r II a r t i f a c t s  are included 

in the State Statutes under the A l a s k a  H i s toric P r e s e r v at i o n  Act.

P resently, w e  hav e  a m aj o r  p r ob l e m  in the S tate of A la s k a  with the 

removal of World W a r  II artifacts. T h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  items are being 

removed either in tact, for m u s e u m s in the lower 48, or d i s a ss e m b l e d  to 

supply a very l u c rative demand for spare parts for these vint a g e  planes.

You r packet contains:

A. Pages 30, 31 and 32 from a p u b l i cation entitled "The H i storical

" Battle of Alas k a"  r e m ains." T hese pages refer to vari ou s  types of

a ircraft that crashed in Al a s k a  and w h e r e  they have been removed to:

1. Dougl a s  - 0 - 38F -  removed to Air Force Base M u s e u m  in 

Daytun Ohio in 1968.

2. Stinson - A T r i m o t o r  - to Wis c o ns i n  in 1972 by J.D. 

Berry.

3. P - 5111 and P - 40 - Steve Myers, Washington.

4. U.S. Navy Vough OS 2U King Fisher - removed to the 

S mithsonian Institute.

5. P - 39 Airacobras, on d i s p l a y  in Seattle.

Additionally, page 73 shows J ap a n e s e  artifacts from World War II.



Page two 

HJR 66

In addition in your packets, but not n ea r l y  as interesting, are letters 

from CAVPAC supporting HJR 66 and HB 678 and a copy of a letter from 

General Ta l l e y  who was involved in the Alutian Campaign.

Another piece of back up mater i a l  has been submitted by the North Star 

Chap t e r  Pearl Harbor Survivors Association. I have made copies of the 

first three pages - w hich m a y  or m a y  not be the same artifacts as 

p reviously submitted in your packet.

JJL/tm



Besides the public museums such as the Smithsonian Institute and 

the Anchorage Historical and Fine Arts Museums, there are many small or 

private collections which display items of Alaskan history. 

Unfortunately, in many cases, Alaskans have no say in hew the 

collections are handled.

History is repeating itself in the area of aviation history. It is 

seer, in many examples of aircraft downed during World War II which are 

leaving the state.

A Douglas 0-38F had engine problems and crashed in 1941. It was 

removed to the Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio in 1968.

In 1972 a Stinson 'A' Trimotor which crashed in 1947 was removed to 

Wisconsin by J.D. Berry. Berry wrote to Wien Air Alaska and followed it 

up with a phene call to try and get the airline to purchase the plane

for the cost of its removal, but there was r.o interest, so it was sent

Outside in order to pay the costs for its removal.

Two P-5LH's were pulled out near Stevens Village. Two more wore

found near Kotzebue, and three were removed from across Cook Inlet. One 

P-40 was removed frcm Amchitka Island in the Aleutians. All of these 

aircraft were removed by Steve Myers of Washington.

Another P-40 was removed frcm a site near Fairbanks in 1977 and was 

sold to a buyer at an unknown Lower 48 destination.

30



A  United States Navy Vough 0S2U Kingfisher which crashed during VJW 

II on one of the small islands near Kodiak, was removed in the early 

sunrer months of 1979 for removal to the Smithsonian.

There have been numerous other cases. An ad in Flying Magazine's 

Juno 'SO issue states that sale of "P-39 Airacobras. Recently recovered 

from a fresh water lake in the Alaskan Peninsula. Russian armament, 117 

tour totals hours each. Make offer, would like aviaricn museum or same 

to purchase.. .Yakima, Washington..." A  call frcm the United States 

Historical Aircraft Preservation Museum in Anchorage brought no 

response.

Three 5-25 Mitchell bombers have left the state in the past two 

years, in flyable condition, headed for the Outside.

The United States Historical Aircraft Preservation Museum has been

trying for several years to open a museum facility located at Merrill

Field, but has been blocked from doing so because it has no planes to

put into the facility. At the same time, the Planes of Fame Museum frcm 

Chino, California has been soliciting donations of Alaska aircraft on a 

a promise of opening an alaskan branch museum at seme undetermined later 

date.

It lias successfully acquired an A-26 frcm Dr. Dcnald Rogers, an 

H-21 helicopter frcm Bill Swift to help in removing aircraft dawned in 

Alaska, a B-25 frcm Fairbanks. A wing insignia was donated to the Air 

Force Museum by Ted Spencer - the insignia ccming frcm the wing on an

3 1



aircraft downed at None which was to have been used in reconstructing i 

P-63 Airacobra.

The Committee contends that Planes of Fame has an established 

reputation for flying, crashing and destroying one-of-a-kind aircraft, 

and of selling aircraft and aircraft parts in the Lower 48 and abroad in 

order to keep itself solvent.

Flying in races and demonstrations for trophies and price money has 

taken its toll on the vintage military aircraft.

The Committee feels that if it can adhere to those goals, 

Alaska will have one of the .finest aviation museums in the U.S./' 

preserving that part o f‘Alaskan history.

/
The United States Historical Aircraft Preservation Museum is 

currently conducting negotiations for several plar.es of significant 

historical value, as well as parts and planes to be retrieved from bush 

areas.

Access to battlefields in the Aleutians is difficult because of the 

expense and weather conditions involved, but the area premises to be a 

fertile area to search.

If the museum has had a difficult time collecting actual aircraft 

for its displays, there has been no shortage of donations of other 

treasures. Photographs, blue prints frcm the Bell Factory which

32



These fighters, P-51's Mustang, were used toward the end of WW II in 
Alaska. They did not see ccrrfcat in the. Aleutian Campaign. Three downed 
?-51's were located. . i . .•

* i * ; . * *
• - AAHS

Tv:e P-82 Twin Mustang was based in Alaska after WW II. One was located 
_hat bellied in and is intact in the Interior.

USAF
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Curtiss P-40 was used by the USAF during the Aleutian Campaign. Eight 
P-40's were located: Five of them were abandoned, two were downed, and
one is in the bottom of a fresh water lake. ALso several brand new 
P-40's were buried in crates in the ALeutians.

POT

• r .

Approximately 48 Lend Lease P-40's came through Alaska cn their way to 
Siberia. At present Moscow is the only place in the world that has* one 
of the Lend Lease P-40's. Two more were located in the Interior.

GFP



Thin is a Curtins ?-/,Q called the "Aleutian Tiger." 
used in combat by the United Staten during the Aleut 
Campaign. Four of them were located.



TV«o of these B-25 Medium Bombers went dcwn in the Aleutians during the 
Aleutian Campaign.

USAF

Approximately 732 of th^se Lend Lease B-25 Mitchell Barters were 
ferried frcm Great Falls, Montana, Whitehorse to Fairbanks to Siberia, 
Russia to be used against the Germans during WW II. Three of these 
aircraft went dcwn in the Interior Alaska.

MAA
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Approxirately 2,613 P-39 Airaccbra came throucn Alaska on their way to 
Siberia under the Lend Lease Program. Eleven of the P-39's went dcwn in 
the Interior, and six of these are in fresh water lakes.

USAF
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Japanese Model 96 (1936), Type 2, 25 im Anti-aircraft Gun and Mount. 
This gun is very rare and was not extensively used by the Japanese.

COE

Japanese Model 93 Heavy Machine Gun, 13.3 nm on an Anti-Aircraft Mount.

USFWS
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CAVPAC, P.O. Box 8-901

HJR66 and HB679 BACKUP INFORMATION

! POLITICAL A O IJ N  
I COMMITTEE

Anchorage, Alaska 99508

The Alaska Historical and Transportation Museum and other Interested non-government 

organizations are focusing on long range planning, development, and preservation 
of pioneer, transportation and military history throughout the State and especially 
on the Aleutian Island Chain.

The projects o f  the organizing committees are to: (1) Survey and inventory

significant relics, artifacts, ana related historical material pertaining to 
transportation (surface, maritime, and with major emphasis on aviation); (2)

Develop plans for the historic preservation and interpretation of these artifacts; 
(3) Recommend an appropriate museum s1te(s); (4) Coordinate with other public 

and private sector museums to insur* that all groups interested in aircraft 
recovery can participate in rer-~-v;ry and restoration of aircraft, and that the 
restored aircraft will remain Alaska; and (5) Prepare a presentation for 

submittal to the Governoi unu tiie Legislature in 1985 on a statewide program 

of cultural and historical preservation, including programs on pioneer, 
transportation, military, and the historically related areas, which are either 
not currently included in existing museum services or are inadequate in scope.

These projects and assessments will supplement the existing Statewide Museum 

Plan and will include recommendations for future museum development in the 
State of Alaska.

There has been no comprehensive statewide assessment or Inventory of Alaska's 

historical artifacts that are constantly being removed from the State.

Although many agencies have worked with each other on various aspects of 
preservation, an overall coordinated appraisal of the most critical needs i) 
this area has never been possible.

Alaska's military history covers a wide range of topics: the Alaska Purch.se
to World War II era, aviation, maritime. World War II Aleutian campaign, Dl.W 

Line, and post-WW II history, etc. A number of agencies have shown an intp.-est 
and have done limited statewide planning to locate historical Alaskan artifiCts, 
but have discovered that big mone) in the lower 48 is stealing many of our 

WW II aircraft from federal and state land without any interference and are 
selling them to museums and making a fortune. It's big business. Many of these 

U.S. and Japanese aircraft have been salvaged almost intact.

It is hoped that HJR66 and HB678 will assist, when implemented, to retain 

valuable artifacts in Alaska and in 1985 some funds can be made available to 

improve our historical museums. The Army,- Air Force, and National Guard have 
already assisted in salvaging and restoring some of these artifacts.

CAV Needs You And You Need CAV 
(or

VETERAN POWER
Aimy Navy Air Force Marinos Coast Guard National Guard flosorvos

Pl'd lot 0, CAVPAC. 1*0 Bn. 4 901 Antnm.jr Ala.kt 991C*



The historically significant relics, artifacts and other materials are part of 
Alaska's history and should be preserved before it is too late. Many WWII air­

craft, both friendly and enemy, have been literally stolen from the Aleutian 

Chain and are now in museums In the States of Ohio, Tennessee, Washington and 

California that wc knew of. They are a part of Alaska's wartime history and 
should remain here. They will also be of tourist interest.



u r a i t  p r e p a r e d  Dy B. B. T a l l e y
w i t h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  b y
Col. E v a n  J. G r i f f i t h ,  U S A F

B A C K G R O U N D  M A T E R I A L  I N  S U P P O R T  OF HB _________
A P P R O P R I A T I N G  F U N D S  F O R  A  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  D O C U M E N T A R Y  F I L M  

OF W W I I  I N  A L A S K A
*

TJiare e x i s t  s e v e r a l  b o o k s  a n d  papers, some official, w h i c h  

p u r p o r t  to d o c u m e n t  the h i s t o r y  o f  W W I I  in Alaska. In  addition, 

the m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s  have e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  pic t u r e s  of t h eir 

ope r a t i o n s  in A l a ska. I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  there has b e e n  a r e b i r t h  

of  i n terest o n  the p a r t  of i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  orga n i z a t i o n s ,  p a r­

ticul a r l y  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  in this p a r t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  

history. T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  have m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  visual 

records w h i c h  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  f o r  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d o c u m e n t a r y  film 

of W W I I  in Alaska.

In 1980, o n  the ^ O t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  i t s  a r r i v a l  in A l a s k a ,  

the v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  U S  A F  h e l d  a  r e u n i o n  in A l a s k a .  It 

i n c l u d e d  a v i s i t  to the A l e u t i a n s  a s  f a r  o u t  as S h e m y a .  W e a t h e r  

p r o h i b i t e d  t h e i r  g o i n g  to A t t u .  E x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e s  and 

v i d e o  t a p e s  w e r e  m a d e  o f  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  

and o r a l  h i s t o r y  f r o m  m a n y  of the v e t e r a n s  p r e s e n t .

In 1982 e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e s  a n d  v i d e o  t a p e s  w e r e  m a d e  

b y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  b y  T V  s t a t i o n s  o f  the c e r e m o n y  in 

d e d i c a t i o n  o f  a  m e m o r i a l  o n  U n a l a s k a  I s l a n d  to a l l  t h o s e  w h o  l o s t  

th e i r  l i v e s  in the A l e u t i a n s  d u r i n g  W W I I .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  the A r m e d  

F o r c e s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a ,  the A l e u t s ,  a n d  the J a p a n e s e  

Arrr.ec F o r c e s .  T h e  two J a p a n e s e  o f f i c e r s ,  n o w  r e t i r e d ,  w h o  led the 

f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  w a v e s  o f  b o m b e r s  in the a t t a c k  on D u t c h  H a r b o r  

on *+ J u n e  19 ^ 2  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h i s  d e d i c a t i o n .  T h e  d e d i c a t i o n  

w a s  p r e c e d e d  b y  a  f l i g h t  f r o m  U n a l a s k a  I s l a n d  to the Umr.ak A i r  

Base, and to the p o s i t i o n  o f  the J a p a n e s e  c a r r i e r  f r o m  w h i c h  the 

a t t a c k  w a s  l a u n c h e d ,  t h e n c e  f o l l o w i n g  the c o u r s e  o f  the p l a n e s  to 

the r e n d e z v o u s  p o i n t  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  to D u t c h  H a r b o r .  T h e  p l a n e  

w a s  p i l o t e d  b y  the J a p a n e s e  o f f i c e r  w h o  led the a t t a c k ,  f l y i n g



i n  r e v e r s e  the c o u r s e  f l o w n  in the attack* F r o m  the r e n d e z v o u s  

point, the p l a n e  flew the c o u r s e  a t  the same a l t i t u d e  f l o w n  i n  the

a c t u a l  a t t a c k . - I n  the p l ane we r e  A d m i r a l  J a m e s  S. Russell, USN-Ret.
•• 1 . * ? * *

w h o  c o m m a n d e d  the US N a v y  C a t a l i n a s  in A l a s k a  d u r i n g  WWII, BG

B. 3. Talley, C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s ,  retired, w h o  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for

b u i l d i n g  the s e c r e t  a i r  b a s e  on Umr.ak I s l a n d  fr o m  w h i c h  the US A F

P - 4 0 s  b r o k e  u p . t h e  J a p a n e s e  a e r i a l  a t t a c k  on D u t c h  Harbor, and

A d m i r a l  H i r o i c h i  S a m e j i m a ,  J M S D F  (Ret.) w h o  led the f i r s t  wa v e  of

J a p a n e s e  b o m b e r s ,  and C o l o n e l  Z e n j i  Abe, J M S D F  (Ret.) w h o  led the

s e c o n d  wa v e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  of dive b ombers. (Then L i e u t e n a n t

C o m m a n d e r  Abe l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the army, as the r e c o n s t i t u t e d

N a v a l  d e f e n s e  f o r c e  did n o t  have dive bcmbe r s . )  Also in the

p l a n e  w e r e  Mr. T e d  S p e n c e r  w h o  a r r a n g e d  the d e d i c a t i o n  c e r e m o n y

and the a e r i a l  f l i g h t  here d e s c ribed, T h e r e  w a s  also a m o t i o n

p i c t u r e  c a m e r a  c r e w  a b o a r d  w h o  r e c o r d e d  the f l i g h t  on film.

I n  v i e w  o f  the a d v a n c i n g  .age o f  the s t i l l  l i v i n g - p a r t i c i p a n t s  

in W W I I  in A l a s k a ,  d e l a y  in the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  this v i s u a l  h i s t o r y  

m i g h t  p r e c l u d e  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c h a p t e r  in 

A l a s k a ' s  h i s t o r y .

I n a s m u c h  a s  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  be the p r i m a r y  b e n e ­

fi c i a r y ,  the S t a t e  s h o u l d  be the p r i m a r y  s p o n s o r  of the p r o j e c t .

S u c h  a p r o j e c t  is w i t h i n  the p u r v i e w  o f  the A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  

C o m m i s s i o n  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

T h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be l i m i t e d  

to, b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a s i n g l e  c o m p i l a t i o n  the b e s t  of the 

e x i s t i n g  film, e d i t i n g  it i n t o  a s i n g l e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d o c u m e n t .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  in thii.i c o m p i l a t i o n  s u c h  

a d d i t i o n a l  f o o t a g e  as m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e ,  w i t h  c o m m e n t a r y  b y  

s e l e c t e d  v e t e r a n s  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  in the a c t i o n .

U p o n  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  to c a r r y  o u t  this p r o j e c t  a n d  b e i n g  

p r o v i d e d  w i t h  the n e c e s s a r y  f u n d s  f o r  its a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  the 

A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r m e d  b y  AS T i t l e  ^4, A r t i c l e  3,

- 2 -



w o u l d  have p o w e r  to p r e pare or to a u t h o r i z e  and c o o r d i n a t e  the 

p r e p a r a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  b y  others o f  a d o c u m e n t a r y  fi l m  c o v e r­

ing this i m p o r t a n t  p o r t i o n  of A l a s k a ' s  history. S u c h  a h i s t o r y  

s h o u l d  i n c lude b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  to the sti l l s  and m o t i o n  p i c­

tures a l r e a d y  in exi s t a n c e ,  b u t  sh o u l d  include a d d i t i o n a l  v i s u a l  

c o m p o n e n t s  as m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e .  S u c h  a p r o j e c t  sh o u l d  be 

c o m p l e t e d  b y  J u n e  30, 1986.

A  c o n c e p t u a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  e x e c u t i n g  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  is s h o w n  in F i g u r e  1.

- 3 -



C 0 M T T IT ? 3

‘t I. ‘7acts of Aircraft and Aircraft Farts, ^lyable and Won-Flyable, 
that Left the State o r Alaska.

Fare 1, Douglas 0-33? Aircraft that left the state o^ Alaska in 1968.

Pace 1. Fly in? 'Krasins add in June 1°F0 regarding the removal of two 

?-3° Airacobras from Alaska. Six vears ago two P-39 Airacobras 
were located at Minchunina Lake. Ln 1989 approximately 310,000 
were spent b y  a company to retrieve these aircraft. The group 

•f'ound out these were no lonrer there. We suspected that the 
aircraft mentioned in the Flyin? Magazine add are the same ones 
that were in Minchunina Lake.

Page 3. A letter to Mr, Aldrich in California who sells vintage air­
plane parts. He sent to the CSHAFM the original letter of 
'tr, Steve Matthews of Fairbanks who illegally removed airplane 
parts from state land and was attempting to sell then. The 
present whereabouts of the parts are unknown.

Pace A . Photocraphs of two ?-3° Airacobras on state land near Fairbanks.
For the past ''our years illemal salvarinrs had been done to these,

Phi '

Face 5. Alaska Magazine Jan. 1981 two articles about a Stinson aircraft 
that was removed from the duno at Merrill ?lnl d , Anchorage and 
which is now on display at Seattle. The man who removed the 
aircraft, J. Ferry, also removed in the earlv lc7 0 ,s a P-AQ 
aircraft from the Alaskan bush which was later transported to 
the Lo"er A?.

Pace 6 and An article <'rom a vir.tare/.PT TI aircraft book regarding 
the removal o'* a ?-A0 from the Aleutians.

Pare F th.ru IP., .A Flying ;acazir.e article re’u r ^ i n '  the removal of one 
F-AO, four .P-Sl '\i3ian"S, and three ether F-50 Mustangs that 
were just removed for parts out o'’ +,he state of Alaska,

Pare 1". Photorraphs o'* the P-AO that was removed from the Aleutians.,

Pare 1A. Oct. 1973 Alaska Marazine article on donation o-' a ?- 19 •Mra-
cobra's vine portion +o '■he Lower A3.

Fare 1^. Air Classics Marazine 197° article with photoeranhs of mutila­
tion of a Lend Lease Russian aircraft ' 3 w i n r which is now 
in Ohio.

Pa'-e I*. A letter '’rom Dept, o'’ Interior remardinr the unlawful removal 
of aircraft, marts '"rom Amchitka Island. The two individuals 
who ’’ere involved in f'is unlawful act were r in"d ’'500 each.

'are 17 and I 3 . .A letter from the Fnithror.ian Institution about the 
removal o r a !’i t ' C3'),J Fincfisher from Afoknalc Island. The 
aircraft, is now on loan *~rom 3mithso:-_an to F rad lev Museum in 
Connecticut.

r a
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I. Continued

Pace 19. A Douglas 3PD—5 Dauntless wing which vas in the Aleutian but 
is now in California.

Pare 20. Four photographs o r helicopter parts and aircraft parts being 
shipped b v  Sealand from Anchorage to California.

Pa^e 21. 3-25 aircraft engines that were donated to an aviation group in
Alaska and are now in California.

Page 22. A letter to Paul Caulkett regarding two 3-25 aircraft that were 
to be used as static display within the state of Alaska.

Pare 23 and 21. A letter from the Alaska Decartmena of Transcortation
in Fairbanks showing that one of the 3-25 aircraft (paragraph A) 
vas sold to Mr. John C. Moreau b v  one of the aviation societies 
in Anchorage.

“ire 25. Two photographs of the P-25 that one c*"' them was sold to Calif.

“ire 26. Alaska '!arazir.e Dec. lQ-0 article on a Shearman that was in 
Alaska and is now in ■khe Lover AS. (If interested, a copy of 
the article can be orovided.) '

. o r

• O —<3 *? O

Three photographs of P-33 Lightning which was removed from 
Alaska and is now in California.

A letter rron -State o^ Alaska, Dent, of Matural r.esources 
re-arcing the attempts of Castle -A^P in California to remove 
the remains of a P-33 from the Aleutians.

Air Classics Magazine Aoril ln 31 article or. .‘.-26 Invader that 
wi3 -iver. to California as a donation.

was
Tvo photos of the A.-26 ‘M/nble aircraft t h a V d o n a t e d  to Calif.

'arg 3 1 , Ton _ photo 0.“ the three 3-25 !s which two of them left the state 

of Alaska. Destination unknown. Bottom - another photo of the 
A-26 that vas donated to California.

1 v-> Picture of a c-25 flvable aircraft that is now in California.

A Lockheed Constellation that was donated to Cit” of Penal, 
later was sold •’or *30,COO and is new in “lorica.

Aircraft and artifacts that had 1  -ft -he 3tate o'" Alaska which cannot 
he s"ated as illenallv been salvaged. ?.°cord3 at. the Air Porce P.escue 
Coordination Center at Plmer.dorf A-23 show these vf.J II aircraft are no 
lcr.~>r in their crash sites, iUere are no indication of thei: rresent 
whereabouts, or who retrieved them, “enorts from bush nilohs, who 
trotted the aircraft earlier, show that the same aircraft are no 
longer in their crash sites.
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