


To: Representative Mitch Abood, Chairman
House Committee on State Affairs

Through: Walt Furnace, Representative~/”",
From: Steven C. Levi, Staff
Date: January 20, 1983

RE: KB 34

At the present time, the line of succession to the Governor®s chair is
limited to two (2) individuals: the elected Lt. Governor and the
Governor®"s hand-picked, legislatively confirmed successor. Should the
Governor®"s chair fall empty when there is no Lt. Governor, for whatever
reason, the hand-picked, legislatively confirmed successor is only an
acting governor and will hold this postion only until a special election
may be held to fill the office with an elected governor.

There is, however, a gap in the succession process. Should the Governor
and the Lt. Governor be unable to fill the chair and there 1is no
hand-picked, legislatively confirmed successor, there is no procedure
for succession.

Representative Furnace recommends, through HB 34, that in the hopefully
unlikely case that the Governor®s chair is vacant and there 1is no Lt.
Governor or hand-picked, legislatively confirmed successor, that the
President of the Senate and thereafter the Speaker of the House shall
succeed to the chair of governor.

Legislative Counsel has assured Representative Furnace that the
succession to the chair of Governor by the President of the Senate or
the Speaker of the House 1is only in the capacity of Acting-Govsrnor and
only until such time as a special election may be held. Legislative

intent is that the President or the Speaker shall be Acting-Governor
only.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
RESEARCH AGENCY

Poud V, State Capitol
Junea , Alaska 99S1!
(507) 465-3991

April 12, 1983

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Walt Furnace

FROM: Deb Pomeroy, Research Aide

RE: Succession to the Offices of Governor and Lt. Governor

Research Request 83-119

Steve Levi of your office called requesting the following information
regarding succession to the offices of Governor and Lt. Governor 1in
other states:

1) What is the line of succession in other states?

2) Is succession decioed constitutionally or by statute?

3) What is the term of the successor?

4) Is the successor appointed Acting Governor or Governor?

5) Does the Acting Governor have the same powers as the Governor?

6) Are there any states where Supreme Court Justices succeed to
Governor?

As y"ju are aware, Alaska does not have a constitutional line of suc—
cession after the Lt. Governor. AS 44.19 states that after the start,
of the initial term of office, the Governor appoints, and the Legisla—
ture confirms in a joint session, a person from a principal department

of state government as the successor to the Lt. Governor. If the Lt.
Governor succeeds to the Governor®s office, the appointee becomes Lt.
Governor and serves for the remainder of the term. If, however, the

appointed successor succeeds to the Governor®s office, (s)he serves
only until a special election 1is held.

Thirty-six states decide the succession to the Governor®s office by
constitution; thirteen states either decide the succession or add to
the 1line of succession by statute. In all of the states, the successor
has the duties and powers of the Governor. In all states except Hawalili,
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the successor 1is appointed Governor; in Hawaii, onlythe Governor and
Lt. Governor nay have the title of Governor, with other successors
known as "Acting"™ Governor.

The majority of the states have direct succession to Governor. That is,
if the Lt. Governor becomes Governor, his office remains vacant until the
next election. Connecticut, Hawaii, Minnesota and Pennsylvania are

the only states which have a successor to the office of Lt. Governor.

In 31 states, either the Senate President or House Speaker 1is next in
line after the Lt. Governor to become Governor. Of the remaining 18
states, all but Delaware have an elected administrative official next
in line for succession. Delaware has an appointed secretary of state
in line after the Lt. Governor, although the next official for succes—
sion is elected. Nebraska 1is the only state 1in which the entire line
of succession consists of legislative committee chairmen.

In reference to the term of the successor, most of the states have
the successor serving for the vremainder of the Governor®s term, or
until the next general election at which time a successor is elected
for the unexpi red portion of the term. A few states®™ constitutions
or statutes vaguely state that the successor will serve "until the
vacancy is filled."

I have prepared the attached chart listing the following information
for each stata:

1) the order of succession to either the Governor®s or Lt. Governor"s
office and whether or not it is decided by statute or constitution—
ally;

2) whether the person 1in the line of successionis elected, appointed,
or a legislative official; and

3) the length of the term the successor holds and any conditions which

apply.
I hope this information 1is useful. If you have any questions, please
call.

DP

Attachment



SUCCESSION CONSTITUTION |
STATF. TO OR STATUTE
A ldhn |1 Governor Cons. Art.v
Alaska Governor Cons.Art. 111
Lt. Governor AS "I'L.10
Ari zona Governor Cons. Art.V
Arkansas Governor Cons. Art. 6
“al iforni a Governor Cons. Art.VI
Govt 12050
ol orado Governor Cons. Art.1V
ouse Research Agency A/M3

OROER OF
SUCCESSION

Lt. Governor

Sen. Pres, pro tomn
House Speaker
Attorney General
State Auditor
Secretary of State
State Treasurer

Lt. Governor
Gov. appointee
Sec. of State

Attorney General
State Treasurer
Sopt.of Puli.

Lt. Governor
Senate President
Assembly Speaker

Lt. Governor

Sen. Pres, pro l.em
Assembly Speaker
Sec. of State

Attorney General
Controller

Lt. Governor
Sen. Pres, pro tom
House Speaker

Instr.

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Elected

Elccted

Elected

Elected

Elected
Appointed

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
As sin. f.lected

Elected
Sen. Elected
As sin. E lected

llected

E locted

Flected

Elected
Sen. Elected
Ise. Elected

CONDITIONS

scats become vacant more
than GO days before a General Election, these
seats are filled at that election for the
unexpired term; otherwise successor serves
the remainder of the term.

If the Gov. H Lt. Gov.

lor

for remainder of term.
appointee as successor

Elected Lt. Gov. serves

Legislature confirms Gov.

to Lt. Gov. If (s)he succeeds to Gov., (s)lic
serves only until a special election is held.
Successor holds office until a Governor 1is duly

elected and qualified. Only elected officials
may succeed, not those who have been appointed
to fill a vacancy

Successor holds
filled.

The Governor®s term is two years.
office until the vacancy has been

full term.

Successor serves

Successor holds office until the vacancy lias been

filled.



success Inn

STATE T0
Connect icut. Governor
Delaware Governor
Florida Governor
Georg in Governor
Inwni i Governor

louse Research Agency A/113

lconstitution|

OR STATUTE
Cons. Art.1V
Con. Art.111

Cond. Art. 1V

FS M.55
Cons. Art.V
*ons. Art. V
1S 26-?

order of

SUCCESSION

Governor
Pres, pro tern

Lt.
Sen.

Lt. Governor

Sec. of State
Attorney General
Sen. Pres, pro tenm
House Speaker

Lt. Governor

Sec. of State
Attorney General
State Comptroller
State Treasurer
Comm.of Education
Comm.of Agriculture

Lt. Governor
House Speaker

t. Governor
Senai.e President
louse Speaker
Attorney General
Jirector of Finance
lomptroll or

Jir. of Taxation
Hr. of Pers.Svces

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED

Sen. Elected

Elected
Appoi nted
Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected

Elected
Use. Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
Iso. Elected
Anno inted
Appoi nted
Appoi ntod
Appoi nted
Appoi nted

CONDITIONS

Office 1is held until the next gen. election. When
the Lt. Gov. succeeds to Gov., the Senate Pres,
becomes Lt. Gov. Within 15 days of the Lt. Gov.
taking his oath, the Sen. must select a new Pres,
pro tem. |If during an interim, a successor 1is re—
quired A there is no Pres, pro tem, the Sec. of
State will convene Senate to elect one.

Successor holds office until a Governor 1is duly
elected and qua lified.

Successor serves fTor the remainder of the tern;

Lt. Governor serves until next general election,

at which time a Governor 1is elected for the un-—
expired term. If the House Speaker succeeds to
Gov.,a special election must he held to elect a

Gov. within GO days of the Speaker taking office.
Successor serves for the remainder of the term.
When the Lt. Gov. succeeds to Gov., the Sen. Pres,
becomes Lt. Gov. After that, succession leaves the
Lt. Gov. of lice vacant.

Only the Governor and Lt. Governor can hold the
title of Governor; the others are Lncwn as Acting
Governor. Although known as "Acting"™ Governor,
the successor has all powers given to the Gov.



ORDER OF
SUCCESSION

| SUCCESSION
ﬂ ™
1

Governor

CONSTETUT ION |
Srai OR STATUTE
Lt. Governor

Sen. Pres, pro tenm
House Speaker

ldaho Cons. Art.1V

Lt. Governor.
Attorney General
Secretary of State
Comptroller
Treasurer

Senate President
House Speaker

Illinois Governor Cons. Art. V

1512711631)122

Indiana Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor

Lt. Governor
Sen. Pros, pro tem

House Speaker

lowa Governor Cons. Art. 1V

Lt. Governor
Senate President
House Speaker
Secretary of State
Attorney General
Chancel lor,
Pres, Kansas State
Univ. of Ag. and
Applied Science

Cons. Art. 1
KS "10-12-4

Kansas Governor

Governor
Pres, pro tem

Governor Cons. Art.04 _t.

Sen.

ontucky

ouse Research Agency 4/03

li.of K.

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use.*lected

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Sen. Elected
Use.. Elected

Elected

E lcct. ed
Sen. Elected

Use. Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected
Elected
Elected

E leel; ed
Sen. Elected

Attorney General

COMO IT IONS

Lt. Nov.
term; Sen. Pres.
"until the vacancy

Holds office for the

is filled."

holds office for the remainder of the
pro tem and House Speaker serve

remainder of the term.

Elected officials only are eligible to succeed.

Serves until

Governor

is elected.
states that further succession will

Constitution
he determined

by law; however, no statutes were found.
Lt. Gov. serves remainder of term; Sen. Pres, and
House Speaker serve "until the vacancy 1is filled."

Serves until

Governor serves
ijualified;

Lt.
and

if the Sen.

next election.

a Gov.
Pres,

until

is duly elected
pro tern succeeds,

and vacates office before the first two years are

over,

Pres, pro tem,

a new election
the Secretary of State,
hold office until

is held,

pro tem has been elected.

is no
then
a President

if there



S

L

M

M

M

M

SUCCF.SSIONI CONSTITUTION

TATE T0

ouisiana Governor
a ino Governor
a ryland Governor
assachusel. ls Governor
ich igan Governor
i nnesot.a Governor
lississippi Governor

louse Research Agency A/H3

Cons.

Cons.

Cons.

Cons.

Cons.

Cons.
MS

Cons.

1 OR STATUTE

Art.1v
Art. V
Art.11
Ch.
Art. V
Art. V
*1.0fi
Art. V

OROER OF
SUCCESSION

Lt. Governor
Secretary of State

Attorney General

Treasurer
Presiding Sen.
House Speaker

Off.

Senate President

Lt. Governor
Lt. Governor
Lt. Governor
Sec. of State

Attorney General

Lt. Governor
Senate President
House Speaker
Secretary of State
State Auditor
State Treasurer
Attorney General

Lt. Governor
Sen. Pres pro tenm
House Speaker

I APPOINTED
OR ELECTED

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Sen. Elected

Elected

Elected

E lected
Elected
E lected

E lecf ion
Sen. Elected
Ise. Elected
iiloc.l.ed

E lected

E lected
l:leel. ed

E lected
Elected
Elected

Sen.
Ise.

CONDITIONS

Successor serves for the remainder of the term.
The governor appoints and the legislature confirms
a new Lt. Governor. He is not eligible to succeed
however, to the Governor®s position. The constitu—
tion states further succession may b"™ determined

by law; however no statute was found.

If the office becomes vacant more than (0 days be—
fore primary elect, ion for a bienniel election,

a Governor is elected at that bienniel election

and serves for the remainder of the term.

A Lt. Governor 1is appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the majority of a joint session.
both seats become empty, the assembly elects a
new Governor. The Senate President serves as
Acting Governor until that time.

If

Serves Tor remainder of the term.

for remainder of the form.

Order of succession pertains to elected officials
not those appointed to fill a vacancy. Iho
states that further succession may be
however, no statute was found.

Successor serves

only,
constitution

determined by law;

remainder of term, 1llio Senate
to the It. Gov. office. After
all successors are for the
If the Senate President suc—
the Lt. Governor office remains

Successor serves, for
President, succeeds
I.lie Senate President,
governor®s office.
ceeds to governor,

vacant.

remainder of the term. 1l
the Sec. ol
pro tem.

Successor serves for the
all three mentioned seats are vacant,
State convenes Senate to elect, a Pres,



SUCCESSION |]CONSTITUTION] ORDER OF APPOINTED 1

STATE TO OR STATUTE SUCCESSION OR ELECTED CONDITIONS
Missouri Governor Cons, Art_.IV Lt. Governor Elected Successor serves for the remainder of the term.
Sen. Pres.pro tem Sen, Elected
House Speaker Use. Elected
Sec. of State Elected
State Auditor Elected
State Treasurer Elected
Attorney General Elected
Montana Governor Cons. Art.Vl Lt. Governor Elected Successor serves for the remainder of the term.
MS 2-16-514 Senate President Sen. Elected If the Lt. Gov. or Sen. President succeeds to
House Speaker Use. Elected Gov., they appoint a Lt. Gov.; if the House
Speaker succeeds, the legislature elects a Lt.
Governor in joint session.
Nebraska Governor Cons. Art_1V Lt. Governor Elected Successor serves until vacancy 1is filled.
Speaker of the Leg. Leg. Elected
NS 04-120 Chair.Fxoc.Hoard of Leg. Flected

Le«j. Counci 1,
Cha ir,Comm.on Comm. |eg. Elected
Chair, Judiciary Leg. Elected
Chair, Government Leg. Elected
Chair, Military ft Leg. Elected
Veterans Affairs

Chair, Approp. Leg. Elected
Chair, Revenue leg. Eleel.orl
Chair, Education Leg. Elecl.ed

Cha ir, Hank ing .Com—Leg. I lected
merce ft Insurance
Chair, Public Work Leg. Llected
Chair, Ag. ft Envir. Leg. WNleel,ed
Chair, Il thftWel fare Leg. Elected
Chair,Mi sc.Subjects Leg. Elected
Chair, Urban Affair eg. Elected
Chair, Labor Leg. Elected
Chair, Const.Rev. .eg. Elected

louse Research Agency 4/H.T



STATE

Nevada

Now Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

1. Carolina

SUCCESSION

TO

Governor

Governor

Governor

Governor

Governor

Governor

on:."™ Research Agency

*/83

I[CONST ITUTIOt

OR STATUTE
Cons. Art. V
Cons. Art.49
Cons. Art. V
i
Cons. Art.. V
Cons. Art.1V
NCS 174.11

ORDER Of
SUCCESSION

Lt. Governor

Senate President
Mouse Speaker
Secretary of State
State Treasurer

Senate President
Assembly Speaker

Lt. Governor
Secretary of State
Sen. Pres, pro tem
Mouse Speaker

Lt. Governor
Sen. Pres, pro tem
Assembly Speaker

Lt. Governor

Sen. President
Mouse Speaker
Secretary of State
State Auditor
State Treasurer
Supt. of Pub.
Attorney General
Agriculture Comm
Labor Comm.
Insurance Comm.

Inst.

AP1 D INTED
OR ELECTED

Elected

Elected
Elected
Leg. Elector
Leg. Electee

Sen. Elected
As Sin.Elected

Elected
Elected
Elected
Elected

Sen.
Use.

Elected
Sen. Elected
As sin. Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected

Clected

Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected

CONDITIONS

Serves for the remainder of the term.

Successor serves Tor the remainder of the term.
Hie Secretary of State and State Auditor are
entitled to serve only until the Senate or
Mouse elects a President or Speaker.

Successor serves until the next general election
at which time a Governor ~s elected for the
unexpired portion of the term. The constitution
states further succession may be determined by
statute; however, no statute was found.
remainder of the term.

Serves for the

Lt. Governor serves for remainder of the term.
Sen. Pres, and Assembly Speaker serve until next
general election to be held not more than 3 mo.
after both Gov. A Lt. Gov. seats become vacant.

Molds office for remainder of term.



Oregon

Tniisyl vania

Ihnde Island

>, Carolina

Dakota

louse Research Agency A/H3

Governor

Governor

Governor

Governor

Art. V
Cons. Art. 1V
Cons. Art. 7

Cons. Art:. IV

Cons. Art. 1C
SDS 1 wi-A. 1

Lt. Govenor
Son. Pres,
Ilouso Speaker

pro tom

Secretary of State
Treasurer

Son. Pros, pro tenm
House Speaker

Lt. Governor

Son. Pros, pro tom

Lt. Governor
Presiding Son.Off.
Lt. Governor

Son. Pros. Pro torn

Lt. Governor

Use. Speaker
Son. Pros, pro tom
I1so.Spkr. pro tem

Secretary of State

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
llsil. Elected

Elected

Elected
Son. Elected
Son. Elected

Elected
Son. Elected

E loclod
Son. Elected

El ocl. orl
Son. Elected

Elected

Ise. Elected

Sen, Elected
Use. Elected
Sen. Elected

/-

SUCCESSOI SErVeS for remainder of term. Only
elected officials are eligible for succession,

not those appointed to fill a vacancy. If none of
the listed officials may serve, line of succession
moves to the ex-Governors, the most
serving first.

recent one

remainder of the term. When both
are vacant prior to the
first 20 months of the term,
are elected at the next
numbered year.

Serves for the
Gov. Lt. Gov. seats
expiration of the the
the Gov. and Lt. Gov.

gen. election held in an even

remainder of the term,
"until the

Lt. Governor serves for the
Sen. Pres, and House Speaker serves

vacancy Is fTilled."”

Serves until the next election. An appointed
official may not succeed to office.

for the remainder of the term. The Sen,
succeeds to Lt. Gov. office when the Lt.
succeeds to Gov.

Serves
Pros,
Gov.

Holds office until the next annual election.

the next general election.
Ilia* further succession may
no statute was found.

Holds office until
Cons LilLulLion states
by determined by law;

remainder of term.
Governor who 1is con—
and is not eligible

Successor serves for
Governor appoints new Lt.
firmed by fiie legislature,
for succession.



S TATI:

Tennessee

Tox dr,

lita ll

Vermont.

Virginia

Washing ton

s Virginpi

lisconson

lonse Research Agency 4/83

| succession
T0

Covernor

Covernor

Governor

Covernor

Governor

Covernor

Covernor

Covernor

Jconstitution
OR STATUTE

Cons.Art._111

Cons. Art.1V

Cons.Art.VII

VS 3.4

Cons.

Coris. Ch. Il

Cons.Art.VII

Cons. Art. V

Art. V

ORDER nr
SUCCESSION

Senate Speaker
House Speaker

Lt. Covernor
Senate President

Secretary of State
Sen. Pres, pro tenm

Lt. Covernor
House Speaker

Lt. Covernor
Attorney Ceneral
House Speaker

Lt. Governor
Secretary of State
State Treasurer
State Auditor
Attorney General
Supt. of Pirn. Inst.
Comm, of Puli. Lands

Senate President
louse Speaker

J.. Covernor

Secretary ol State

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED

Electee
Electee

Sen.
Use.

Elected
Sen. Elected

Appoi nted
Sen. Electcel

El ect eel
Use. Electeel

Electcel
Elect eel
Use. Electeel

E lected
Elected
E lected
E lect eel
Elected
Elect eel
E lect eel

Electeel
Electeel

Sen.
Ise.

Electeel
E lected

CONDITIONS

The Senate Speaker is hy statute Lt.

succession occurs within the first 10
successor holds office until the next
election; after the 1st 10 mo. of the
successor serves for the remainder of

Holds office for the remainder of the

Holds office until the next general

Holds office for the remainder of the

Holds office for the remainder of the

Governor.

months,
general
term, the
the term.

term.

election.

term.

term.

If the vacancy occurs more than 30 days before a

general election, then a new llovernor

at that election.

If vacancy occurs before the first 3 years of ternm

a new election must he held.

Holds office for the remainder of the

is elected

term.



STATE

Wyomi ncj

SUCCESSION
T0

Governor

CONSTITUTION
OR STATUTE

MS 9-1-211
9-1-212

ORDER OK
SUCCESSION

Secretary of State
Senate President
House Speaker
State Audi tor
State Treasurer
Supt. of Pub.
Senate Vice-Pres
H. Speaker pro ten

Inst.

appointed
OR ELECTED

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected
Sen. Elected
Use. Elected

CONDITIONS

Serves until

less than 60 days before a general

the end of the term

if vacancy occurs

election.

it occurs more than 60 days before a general

tion,

a Governoi

at that election.

If
elec—

is elected for the unexpired term
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