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K o t z e b u e
1 d o g

n o t  s u b j e c t  to h a r a s s m e n t  o r  t h r e a t s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s

3 S e a r c h  &  R e s c u r  D o g s  
2 N a r c o t i c s  D o g s

S u p p o r t  the l e g i s l a t i o n .  W e r e  to c a l l  b a c k  S a t u r d a y  

w i t h  i n f o  r h a r a s s m e n t

K e t c h i k a n  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

1 N a r c o t i c s  D o g  - N o t  s u b j e c t  to t h r e a t s  or 
h a r a s s m e n t

S u p p o r t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n

K e n a i  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

1 S t r e e t  D o g  - N o t  a w a r e  o f  h a r a s s m e n t .  D i s p a t c h e r  
c o u l d  n o t  c o m m e n t  on t h e  b i l l

J u n e a u  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

No  D o g s

F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

No  D o g s

A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

3 S t r e e t  D o g s  
2 N a r c o t i c s  D o g s

S u p p o r t  the l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e i r  d o g s  (all o f  t h e m )  h a v e  
be h a r a s s e d  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d .  O n e  d o g  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  
W e d n e s d a y  ( A p r i l  27) w i t h  a k n i f e .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f e e l s  that it w o u l d  be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t
to c o n v i n c e  the p r o s e c u t o r s  to file c h a r g e s  u n d e r  
the C r i m i n a l  M i s c h i e f  S t a t u t e  b e c a u s e  it c o v e r s  s u c h  
a b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  o f f e n s e s .  If t h e r e  w e r e  s p e c i f i c  
s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  to h a r a s s m e n t  or i n j u r i n g  a p o l i c e  
d o g  it w o u l d  be m u c h  e a s i e r  to c o n v i n c e  the p r o s e c u t i o n  
to p r o s e c u t e .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  to file c h a r g e s  u n d e r
the c r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  s t a t u t e  as th e y  felt t h e r e  w o u l d
be n o  c h a n c e  o f  p r o s e c u t i o n .
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P O U C H  V
J u n e a u . A l a s k a  9 9 8  J 1 
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H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

an in

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
C h a r l i e  B u s s e l l  

C h a i r m a n

M E M O R A N D U M

D A TE:

TO:

FROM:

S U B J E C T :

A p r i l  20, 1983 

F i l e

C y n t h i a  N e l s o n (% ^ >
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

P r o p o s e d  CS f o r  H B  312 (Judic i a r y )
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to h a r m i n g  a p o l i c e  d o g."

* O n  A p r i l  20, 1 9 8 3  I s p o k e  w i t h  D e p u t y  C h i e f  A u d i e  
o f  the A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  
D e p a r t m e n t  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  this legislation, a n d  h o p e s  
t h a t  it w i l l  act as a d e t e r r e n t  to the t h r e a t s  w h i c h  h a v e  
b e e n - m a d e  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  p o l i c e  dogs.

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  p r e s e n t l y  ow n s  a n d  
m a i n t a i n s  five (5) p o l i c e  dogs. F o u r  (4) are. c l a s s i f i e d  
as " S t r e e t  D o g s "  a n d  are u s e d  for b u i l d i n g  s e a r c h e s  a n d  
in s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e r e  w o u l d  be a s u b s t a n t i a l  d a n g e r  
to a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .  In a d d i t i o n ,  " S t r e e t  D o g s "  are u s e d  
f o r  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  s i t u a t i o n s  l o c a t i n g  lost p e r s o n s .

T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  dog o w n e d  b y  the A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  
D e p a r t m e n t  is c l a s s i f i e d  as a " N a r c o t i c s  Dog". T h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  d o g  w a s  i m p o r t e d  f r o m  G e r m a n y  and is u s e d  
to l o c a t e  n a r c o t i c s  b y  smell. T h i s  d o g  in p a r t i c u l a r  
h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  to n u m e r o u s  t h r e a t s  o f  harm.

T h e s e  dogs r e p r e s e n t  an i n v e s t m e n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 1 2 , 0 0 0  e a c h  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  an  e i g h t  w e e k  t r a i n i n g  
s e s s i o n  w i t h  it's d e s i g n a t e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  " h a n d l e r " .
T h i s  f i g u r e  does n o t  i n c l u d e  s a l a r y  a n d  per d i e m  p a i d  to 
the. o f f i c e r  w h i l e  in t r a i n i n g  at the o u t s i d e  school.

T h e r e  is n o t  o n l y  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  
in t h e s e  d o g s  but a g r e a t  d e a l  of time i n v e s t m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  
t he v a l u e  of  t h ese d o g s  to the life a n d  s a f e t y  o f  the p u b l i c  
a n d  to the p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t h e y  s e r v e  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  
to m e a s u r e .

M e m d e r s :
r e p . J o h n  L i s k a , V i c e  C h a i f j m a n : R e p . R a m o n a  D a r in e s . E m e r i t u s :

R e p . J o e  h a v e s : R e p . H u g h  M a l o n e ; r e p . D o n  C l o c k s i n  R e p . R o n  w k n o - .e



/
I

Y & T 1  M l  
YffltE I d i O I I U Y M

POUCH Y STATE CAPlTOt 
JUNEAU AtASKA <358 » I 

S07-46S jcGO

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M  E M O R A N D U  M  A p r i l  21, 1983

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

H a r m i n g  p o l i c e  d o g s  
(CSHB 312 ( J u d i c i a r y ) )

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l i e  B u s s e l l  
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

J a m e s  H. L e a r  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  a s k e d  o u r  o f f i c e  to c o m p a r e  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  u n d e r  the 
e x i s t i n g  l a w  a n d  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  u n d e r  C S H B  312 (Judiciary) 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c r i m e  o f  h a r m i n g  a p o l i c e  dog. U n d e r  
A S  1 1 . 4 6 . 4 8 6  ( C r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in the f o u r t h  d e g r e e )  the 
p r o s e c u t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  to e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  o f f e n d e r  
" t a m p e r e d "  w i t h  a p o l i c e  d o g  w i t h  r e c k l e s s  d i s r e g a r d  for the 
r i s k  o f  h a r m  or  w i t h  i n t e n t  to c a u s e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c o n v e n­
i e n c e  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ;  o r  t h a t  t h e  o f f e n d e r  d a m a g e d  a 
p o l i c e  d o g  in an  a m o u n t  l e s s  t h a n  $50 a n d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  to  
c a u s e  s u c h  d a m a g e .  C r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in t h e  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  
is  a c l a s s  B m i s d e m e a n o r .

C o m p a r i n g  c r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in the f o u r t h  d e g r e e  w i t h  
p r o p o s e d  Sec. 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 1 0  (H a r m i n g  a p o l i c e  d o g  in t h e  s e c o n d  
d e g r e e ) , o n e  w o u l d  o b s e r v e  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t u t e  
it  w o u l d  b e  u n n e c e s s a r y  to e s t a b l i s h  d a m a g e  to a p o l i c e  dog. 
It w o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  for t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  
t h e  o f f e n d e r  t o r m e n t e d ,  k i c k e d ,  s t r u c k ,  s t o n e d ,  o r  t a m p e r e d  
w i t h  a p o l i c e  dog, k n o w i n g  t h e  d o g  to b e  a p o l i c e  dog. S u c h  
c o n d u c t  w o u l d  b e  p u n i s h a b l e  as a c l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r ,  a 
g r e a t e r  p e n a l t y  t h a n  t h a t  i m p o s e d  for c r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in 
t h e  f o u r t h  d e g r e e .

U n d e r  A S  1 1 . 4 6 . 4 8 4  ( C r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in t h e  t h i r d  d e g ree) 
t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  to e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  the o f f e n d e r  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d a m a g e d  a p o l i c e  d o g  in an a m o u n t  o f  $50 or 
m o r e  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  $500. If t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  ’’er e  s u c c e s s­
ful, the o f f e n d e r  w o u l d  b e  f a c i n g  a c l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r  
c h a r g e .  A g a i n ,  c o m p a r i n g  t h i s  w i t h  the p r o p o s e d  s e c t i o n  o f  
h a r m i n g  a p o l i c e  d o g  in the s e c o n d  d e g r e e ,  the p r o s e c u t i o n
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m u s t  e s t a b l i s h  d a m a g e  to t h e  p o l i c e  d o g  to p r e v a i l  u n d e r  +■ 
e x i s t i n g  law, w h i l e  u n d e r  the n e w  p r o v i s i o n  the o f f e n d e r  : 
b e  p u n i s h e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  he  i n f l i c t s  n o  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  to 
t h e  p o l i c e  dog.

U n d e r  A S  1 1 . 4 6 . 4 8 2  ( C r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f  in t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e )  
t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  to e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  o f f e n d e r  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d a m a g e d  a p o l i c e  d o g  in a n  a m o u n t  o f  $5 0 0  o r  
m o r e  in o r d e r  t o  i m p o s e  p e n a l t i e s  as a c l a s s  C f e l o n y .  
C o m p a r e d  w i t h  Sec. 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 0 5  ( H a r m i n g  a p o l i c e  d o g  in the 
f i r s t  d e g r e e ) , o n e  w o u l d  o b s e r v e  t h a t  a n  o f f e n d e r  is s u b j e c t  
t o  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  a c l a s s  C  f e l o n y  v i o l a t i o n  if t h e  o f f e n d e r  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k i l l s  o r  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  to a 
p o ? i c e  dog. U n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a w  the p r o s e c u t i o n  w o u l d  
ha\ i t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  k i l l i n g  or  i n f l i c t i o n  
o f  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  a m o u n t e d  to m o r e  t h a n  $500 in 
d a m a g e  i.,

In s h o r t ,  a c o m p a r i s o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  law w i t h  p r o p o s e d  
C S H B  312 (Judi c i a r y )  s h o w s  t h a t  it w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  to p r o s e­
cu t e  a n  o f f e n d e r  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  a n d  in c e r t a i n  
i n s t a n c e s  h i g h e r  p e n a l t i e s  c o u l d  b e  a t t a c h e d  u p o n  
c o n v i c t i o n .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  feel f r e e  to 
c o n t a c t  o u r  o f f i c e .

J H L : l j b  
1 5 / 0 2 6



(

Ti  •

STAT E OF A L A S K A  

FISCAL .‘10.E I .-,ev::* cn -c'

i II.

dt i 1/ r.esoluc.on N o . : HB 312-1
rl-L.-.L Oz
A g e n c y  nt't-ccec: Public Safety

M C i S :  ",yr p oiTrinn i~n M i m i n g  a Police Ouq" P r o g r am  C a t e g o ry  .->"Tectso: Cr!~;

Sponsor: ? 3r'rofsntitiv° Ariam^_____________  D.-.U, P ro g r a m  or auccrccrar.', 3/

.-.equastor: u n !|Ca .indici ary_________________ Alaska State Troopers

E X P EN D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Do llars)

1 FY 32 1 FY 54 ! R i £5 . r : £5 r * £7

O P E R A T I N G I I I  i

ICO P E R S O N A L  SER V I CE S I I I  i

200 T R A V E L 1 i

300 C O N T R A C T U A L I

400 C O M M O D I T I E S 1 i
SCO E Q U I P M E N T I i
600 LAN D & S T R U C T U R E S

700 G R A N T S ,  CLAIMS, ETC l . i i
1 l i

10 I nL  UrE.-.n t t NG | _Q_ - ( ] -  | -<j- , -(j- -,'j-

CSr i 1 i-L 1 1 I

R E V E N U E  I i

FUNDING: (Th ou s a n d s of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  r UNO 1 1
F E D E R A L  FUNDS 1 1 ! 1
O T H E R  (S pe c i f y  Source) 1 1 1 1 i 1

I l l ' l l

P OSITIONS:

f U L L - I I M E 1 1 1 1 1 1
P A R T - T I M E 1 1 1 1
T E M P O RA R Y 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

III. S O U R CE  OF F U N D S  TO O F F S E T  FISCAL IMPACT OF  BILL:

IV. ANA LY SI S :  A t t a c h  a sep a r a te  pace for any A n al y s i s No fiscal impact antici pat ed

P r ep a r e d By: Paul C o n g e r _________________________  Phene: 4 65- 432 3

Division:

A p c r o v e d  by Commi ssi one r:

D ep artment: .J/X'Publ ic Safety 

X
Di stribution:

Original to L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance

Copy to O f f i c e  of M an a g e m e n t  and Bud get  (far L e g i s l a t u r e  introd uce d bills)

Copy to Decartm.ent (for G o v e r n o r  i nt ro d u c e d  bills)

Copy to S p o n s c r

Copy to R e q u e s t o r  (if d i f f e r e n t  from S o c n sc r)  2/2.
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STATE OF ALASKA

B ILL  ANALYSIS
D ep a r tm e n t

P u b l i c  S a f e t v
Sponsor (Principal)

Adams
3 .11  i

ttO *3 T O
De p a r tme n t  P o r t i o n

Suppo r t
/?/?, , ,  0 rn

G i v i t i on  D i r e c t o r
C o l .  M. C. K olivoskv )7lc)C C . i e

4 - 8 - 8 3 R. J .  Sundbe’r e  / Da t e

C o m m r  nts.

Q  P o s i t i o n  N o t e d
By Dat c

S U M M A R Y
*. j l R e ia te o  dit is i S im n j r  o r  C o n th c l i n g 1 .  fc) O t h e r  Agenc i es  A t t y c t c d  b y  b i l l

A l l  law en f o r c em en t  acrenc ies si ltewice.
2 .  j )  O f O j h . r a t i o n al  S u p p o r t  t o r  C i II 2 .  b )  O 'S J n i j a t i o na t  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  B i l l

3 .  P r c g r j r n  b t te c ts  o f  Bi l l
Passage  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  to  p r o t e c t  th e se  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  i n  p o l i c e  wo rk .  

These a n im a l s  a r e  used n o t  o n l y  f o r  g e n e r a l  p o l i c e  work but  a lso* i n  n a r c o t i c s  en fo rcement

A. Fi sca l  Impa c t : G  N o n a G  Fiscal  N o t *  ;
5 . A i n c n o m c n n  P r o p o t r d :

6 .  C o m m e n t * :

Ct tO 3 1 )



CITY OF KOTZEBUE
P . O .  B O X  A B
K O T Z E B U E .  A L A S K A  9 9 7 5 2

K O T Z E B U E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  

9 C 7 - ' 1 4 Z - 3 3 5 I

M a r c h  23, 1 9 8 3

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d a m s '  f i l e
C i t y  M a n a g e r  
C i t y  M a n a g e r  f i l e  
S g t  J o n e s

9 8 1 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l  A d a m s  

P o u c h  V  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s

T E C T I O N  B I L L

I w a s  g i v e h  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  d r a f t  b i l l  a m e n d i n g  A S  1 1 . 5 6  to 
p r o t e c t  p o l i c e  d o g s .

I anfT’t h ^ ^ I ^ W e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  I a m  s u r e  tfne C i t y  F a t h e r s ,  
t h a n k  y o u  for* t h i s  m u c h  n e e d e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

I t  d e f i n i t e l y  a m e a s u r e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r j t h e  d o g  
p r o t e c i - i o j i / ^  t h e  l a r g e  i n v e s t m e n t  m a d e  b y  the C i t y  c
K o t z e b u e  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  a c t  as a d e t e r e n

a n d  a 
of

In r e v i e w i n g  t h e  d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the t w o  ^ t u m b l i n g  b l o c k s  
i / s e e  is- t h e  p h r a s e  " k n o w i n g  the d o g  to b e  a ! p o l i c e  dog"

/tend the l a n g u a g e  f o l l o w i n g  to t h e  e n d  of t h e [ s e n t e n c e  in 
' S e c t i o n  1 1 . 5 6 . 7 0 5  a n d  S e c t i o n  1 1 . 5 6 . 7 1 0 .

0  J f: ii c e r s  f a m i l yBy* n e c e s s i t y  t h e  d o g  b e c o m e s  a p a r t  of the 
I V) c^hd i ^ i s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  th i s  is w h e n  Ithe d o g  is m o s t  

v t p l n ^ r d b l e . P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  h a v e  usccf d o g s  o v e r  a 
great!] p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  h a v e  .-found t h a t  t h e  d o g s  a r e  p o i s o n e d ,  
s h o t  (at a n d  i n j u r e d  m o s t l ' y ^ w h d T T j O f f  d u t y "

All 
a n d  l i k e  a n

afjLced^logs a r e  £« t h e  h a n d l e r
kj^jritpr, a r g / o n  ^ t y ' 1 ^ \ j v p t f t ^ \ £ Q a y

M i g h t  it b e —rro*ssi.bTeU.teor e v i s e  the l a n g u a g e  t o r G f T h c l ^  
c o n c e r n s / ^

S i n c e r e l y

D O N A L D  E. B U E H L E R  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e

O!
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"GATEWAY TO NORTHWEST ALASKA"
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