


H e p a t i t i s  B V i r u s  (HBV)

HBV i n f e c t i o n  is b ec o m i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  h ea lt h  p r o b l e m  in Alaska, e s p e c i a l l y  

in t he  hi g h l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  and, in pa r t ic ul ar ,  the Y u p i k  

Eskimo.

H e p a t i t i s  B in fe ct i o n  is u s ua l l y  c a u s e d  by p r o l o n g e d  c l os e  an d i n t i m a t e  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  a carrier and/or i n f ec te d  b loo d or b lood p r o d u c t s  or sero us d i s­

charges.

C o m p l i c a t i o n s  of HB V _______________ ____________

i n fl a m a t o r y  co nd it io n  of t h e  a r t e ri e s )  w i t h  a 3 0 %  m o r t a l i t y  rate; pr im ar y  h e p a t o­

c e l lular ca r c i n o m a  ( P H C ), has t h e  h i g h e s t  i n c i d e n c e  in t h e  U.S.A. ’ E s t i m a t e d  1 0 %  

of HBV c h r o n i c  c a r r i e r s  will d e v e l o p  HPC; c hr o n i c  a ct i v e  h e patit is w i t h ci r r h o s i s  

( C A M ) will d e v e l o p  in 20 to  2 5 %  of c h r o n i c  H BV  ca rriers.

P e o p l e  at hi gh  r isk include:

Y up ik E s k i m o s  and to a lesser v a r i a b l e  ext ent  

other A l a s k a n  Natives 

H e a l t h  and hospital c a r e  p r o vi de r s  

H e m o d i a l y s i s  pa tie nts  

R e c i p i e n t s  of b lon d p rod uct s 

L a b o r a t o r y  w o r k e r s  

D e n t i s t s  and  a l l i e d  dental personnel 

Gay c o m m u n i t i e s  

Illi cit  i n j e c t a b l e  drug us ers

Staff and p at i en t s  of m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

Sexual and h o u s e h o l d  c o n t ac ts  of known ca rri er s 

N e w b o r n  infa nts  of m o t h e r s  w h o  are IIBV c a r r ie rs  

So u t h e a s t  A s i a n gro ups

In late N ove mb er  1981 a r e q u e s t  for a s up p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of a bo ut

8 0 0 , 0 0 0  d o lla rs to i n i t ia te  a IIBV p r o g r a m  w a s  sent to t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e .

It never r e a c h e d  the le gislature.

N o r m a l l y  t he  S t a t e  pr ovi des  and t o t a l l y  runs i m m u n iz a t i o n  p rog ram s for 

all S t a t e  r e s i d e n t s .  D u e  to s h o r t a g e  of funds, high  cost of IIBV p r o g r a m  a n d  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of som e funds to A N U S  in their bud get  AN N S  (Alaska N a t i ve  H e a l t h  

Se r v i c e )  an d the S ta te  (D ivision of P u b l i c  H e a l t h)  are c o o r d i n a t i n g  a j o i n t  

effort. A M e m o r a n d u m  of U n d e r s t a n d i n g  has been j o i n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  by both 

a ge n c i e s  c ov e r i n g  ma ny  issues e.g.

(a) P u b ' i c  H e a l t h  N u rs es  will ass ist  ANIIS personnel w h e r e  p o s s i b l e  in 

s c r e e ni n g  initial v ac c i n a t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  f ol l o w - u p  v ac c i n a -  

t i o n .

(b) If A N N S  canno t h i r e  peo p l e b e c a us e  of l o ca le  of fund a l l o c a t i o n  

of last $500, 000 , they will c o n t r a c t  w i t h  us to p r o v i d e  all t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  p r o g r a m  pe op l e  and a ct ivi tie s.

i n f U f c P o n can be m an y  e.g. p o l y a r t e r i t i s  no do sa  (serious



(c) In p r e d o m i n a n t l y  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  their s c r e e n i n g  t e a m s  will 

sc re e n  all citizens. W e  will he r e s p o n s i b l e  for the lab t e s t i n g  

of n o n - n a t i v e s  and will m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for v a c c i n a t i o n  or 

r e p l a c e m e n t  of v ac cin e if they do it.

(d) A N N S  and the S t a t e  will u se  commo n forms e.g. info sheet, i n d i c a­

tio ns  for b l o o d - t e s t i n g ,  vac cin at io n ,  r e f u s a l - f o r - v a c c i n a t i o n  

form. T h e s e  forms are b e i n g  e d i t e d  for both parti es.

T h e  a t t a c he d  r e p or t  gives n e c e s s a r y f un d i n g  for a control program.

B e c a u s e  of the e con o m i c s,  a control p r o g r a m  r at he r  than an e r a d i c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m  is p r o p o s e d  at this time. T he  p ur po s e  of such a p r o g r a m  is to i d e n t if y 

foci of in f e c t i on  and wall it off (break t he  c hain of i n fec tio n) by v a c c i n a t i n g  

the a p p r o p r i a t e  s u s c e pt i b l e s .

E n c l o s e d  al s o  is a d ocu me nt  in w h i c h the  p op u l a t i o n  for an u r b a n  n o n - m i l i t a r  

n o n - n a t i v e  p r o g r a m  will go hand in g lo ve w i t h  the rural p r e d o m i n a n t l y  n a t i ve  
program.

We  cann ot e s t i m a t e  the cost of v a c c i n e  down  the r o a d  but guess it will 

d r o p  fa i r ly  p r e c i p i t o u s l y  w i t h i n  fi v e  ye ars .



R E P O R T  ON  H E P A T I T I S  B

T h e f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n  p r o g r a m  o u t l i n e  is of t wo  parts; an HBV  p r o g r a m  

to  conti ol n o n - n a t i v e  po p u l at io n ,  o ne  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a j o i n t  ANIIS/S.ate 

p r o g r a m  and  a total for a S t a t e - w i d e  p r o g r a m  c o n d u c t e d  by the State.

P e r s o n n e l  r e q u i r e d  t o h a n d l e  p r o j e c t  for t h e  n o n - n a t i v e ,  non-ini 1 itary 

A l a s k a  p op u l a t i o n :

P r o j e c t  s u p e r v i s o r  21 A 41 . 7

Cl er k IV 9R 19 . 5

M i c r o b i o l o g i s t  II 1GA 3 4 . 0

2 N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  or equiv. 1 8A  (34 x 2)  69 . 0

1 63 .2

C o m p u t e r  P r o g r a m m e r  32 . 0

195. 2

4 M o n ths P r o g r a m  (March th r u  d u n e ,  83) EY 84 P r o g r a m

P e r s o n n e l  4 8 . 8  1 95 .2

PC1S 2b . 0 10.0

L a b  5 0 . 0  90. 0

Tr ave l 3 8 . 0  91.0

V a c c i n e  8 0 . 0  112.0

E q u i p m e n t ,  Misc. 8 . 2  1 . 8
250."0 5 0 0  .'0

M u c h  of Lite v a c c i n a t i o n s  w o u l d  be h a n d l e d  by I’llN's, h e a l t h  c en t e r s  

and by staf fs ol in s t i t ut io ns .  S c r e e n i n g  i.e. b l o o d  c o l l e c t i o n ,  l i k e w i s e  

w o u l d  bo d o n e  by h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  to a 

•, eat extent. M u c h  of the n o n - n a t i v e  p o s s i b l e  hig h ri s k  p o p u l a t i o n s  may 

he c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  c it ie s .

T h e s e  p r o g r a m  l o g i s t i c s  ar e in a d d i t i o n  to t he p r o g r a m  p r o p o s e d  by the 

ANIIS. T h e y  a n t i c i p a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  for t h r e e  

y e a r s .

T he  total c o s t  of a S t a t e - w i d e  p r o g r a m  is a b o u t 5 3/4 mi II ion d o l l a r s  

t h r ou g h  done. 1 9 8 7 . It is b a s e d  on S t a t e  f u n d i n g  of $ 2 5 0 . 0  b a l a n c e  of 

pr e s e n t  fiscal y e a r ,  $ 5 0 0 . 0  FY 84, $ 6 0 0 . 0  EY 05, $ 7 0 0 . 0  EY 8 6 , $ 7 0 0 . 0  

EY 87 a l o n g  w i t h  the AIIIIS e x p e n d i t u r e  of  3 1/4 m i l l i o n  over first t h r e e 

y e a r s  of a b ov e  a c t i v i t y .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t ha t t h e s e  d o l l a r s  w o u l d  he 

t u r ne d  over t o t h e  S t a t e  t h r o u g h  c o n t r a c t  to yet A l a s k a n  N a t i v e s  to a 

m a i n t e n a n c e  level. If, for any r e a s o n ,  the f e d e r a l  m o n i e s  w e r e  not a p p r o­

pria te d,  it w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  S t a t e  f unding. A R M S  r e c e i v e d  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  

EY 8 2  y e a r  end m o n i e s  and they pan c h a s e d  v a c c i n e  s u f f i c i e n t  for t h e  first 

y e a r  of the p rog ram . T h e y  r e c e i v e d  $ 5 0 0 . 0  in their EY 83 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

w h i c h  is $ 2 6 6 . 0  less than their i n d i c a t e d  p r o g r a m  need. T h e y  e n v i s i o n

6 0 , 0 0 0  i m t i e n t s  s c r e e n e d  a nd  1 9 , 0 0 0  v a c c i n e  r e c i p i e n t s  over the t h r e e  y e a r s .  

T h e y  plan Tor a s t a f f  of 10 p er s o n s  - w e  w o u l d  r e d u c e  this to 8 p e r s o n s  

if w e  do ( h o p e f u l l y )  t he  pro gram.



The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  s u m m a r i z e s  their p r o p o s e d  H e p a t i t i s  B D e t e c t i o n  

S u r v e i l l a n c e  and C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  for A l a s k a  Natives,

3 Year P r o p o s e d  Budget.

Item Year One Year T w o Year T hr e e Total

P e r s on ne l 3 8 5 . 0 3 00 .0 3 1 6.0 9 0 1 . 0

Travel 2 9 4 . 0 1 47 .0 2 94 .0 7 3 5 . 0

S u p p l i c s 1 7 2 . 0 1 7 2 . 0 172.0 5 1 6 . 0

Tqui pment 1 5.0 -0 - -0 - 15.0

V a c c i n e -0- 4 05 .0  

a l r e a d y  bo ug ht  

(with y e a r - e n d  FY 82 m o n i e s )

5 18 .0 9 2 3 . 0

Total 7 6 5 . 0 10 2 4 . 0 13 00. 0 3 0 9 0 . 0

f



P o p u l a t i o n  at H i g h  Risk_ for 113V 

( ex clud es M i l i t a r y  and  N a t i v e  P o p u l a t i o n s )

T h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  are  m a d e  that the N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  as well as 

the m i l i t a r y ,  will be h a n d l e d  by t h e  A N U S  (Alaska N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S erv ic e)  

and t he  m i l i t a r y  hea lt h s y s t e m  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

V a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  grou ps are  at h ig h risk; th ey  may  be s o  for a 

v a r i e t y  of r ea so ns ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  g e o g r a p h i c  location, o c c u p a t i o n ,  sexual 

p r ac t i c e s  to life style.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c hart i l l u s t r a t e s  th e types, n u mb e r s  and r a t i o n a l e s .  

T hi s is f o l l ow ed  by s u mm a r y  t a bl e s  e l a b o r a t i n g  on n u m b e r s  to b e  s c r e e n e d  

a nd  nu mb er s  for p otential v a c c i n a t i o n ,  (numbers r o u n d e d  off t o  n e a r e s t  

t w e n t y - f i v e  for ease)

1) EMS w o r k e r s  ( no n-n ati ve,  n o n - m i l i t a r y )  15 0 0

2) H e a l t h  C a r e  W o r k e r s  (long t e r m  care) 140 0

3) H os pi ta l  s t a f f  (exc. Federa l H o s p i t a l s )  3500

4) Harb or view, a l r e a d y  s c r e e n e d ,  vacc. on 1 / 2 6 / 3 3  0
b) D e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  (500 staff, 20 0 c li e n t s )  700

6 ) H e m o d i a l y s i s  and h e m o p h i l i a c s  (pat ien ts A family ) 200

7) Gay  c o m m u n i t y ,  est. 960 0 ( A n c h . , F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u )  7800

8 ) I l l i c i t  i n j e c t a b l e  d r u g  u s e rs  (600-700) 650

9) H o u s e h o l d  and sexual c o n t a c t s  of k no w n  c a r r i e r s

2 0 0 0 - 3 0 0 0  ( a l low ing  for d o u b l e  r e p o r t i n g )  2500

10) C o r r e c t i o n s  inmates (first s t u d y  s ho w s  not at high r i s k ) 0
11) To i de nt i f y  n e w b o r n  infant s of m o t h e r s  w h o  ar e c a rr ie r s  800 0

E M T ' s  1500  x 907. = 1350

I .T. C a r e  W o r k e r s  1 4 0 0  x 9 0 7  = 1250

H os pi ta l  W o r k e r s  350 0 x 90'/. ~ 3150

Dev. d i s a b l e d  s ta ff  ft p a t i e n t s  70 0 x 8 0 7  = 550

H e m o d i a l y s i s ,  h e m o p h i l i a c s  ft s t a f f  2 00  x 9 0 7  = 175

G ay  c o m m u n it y  est. 9 6 0 0  (Anch.,

F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u )  7800 x 2 0 7  =  1550

Illicit i n j e c t a b l e  d r u g  u s e r s  6 50  x 2 0 7  = 125

H o u s e h o l d  and sexual co n t a c ts ,

c a rr i e r s  2 5 0 0  x 8 5 7  - 2125

C o r r e c t i o n  inma tes  0
N e w b o r n s  of c a r r i e r s   8 0 0 0  x 0 .37“ 25

2 6 , 2 5 0  1 0 , 3 0 0

( r o u n d e d - o f f  figtiros)

2 6 , 2 5 0  e s t i m a t e d  to be s c r e e n e d  ( ex c l u s i v e  of I US p r o g r a m ).  This

will not in c l u d e other p e o p le  not i n c l u d e d  a b o v e  w h o  will  ask for

test.

3 9 7  (est. 8.7 00)  s u s c e p t i b l c s  to be v ac cin ate d.

T h e  a b o v e  n ee ds to  he d o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  next 16 m on th s ,  (FY 1984,

plus last 4 m o n t h s  of FY 83).



A P P E N D I X

M e t h o d o l o g i e s  U s e d

1) EMS p o p u l a t i o n  f i gure s f r o m  S e c t i o n  of EHS, DPI 1, r e d u c e d  by e l i m i n a t i n g  

Natives.

H e a l t h  c ar e  w o r k e r s  p o p u l a t i o n  (long t e r m  care) t ak e n  f r o m  S t a t e  H e a l t h  

Pl a n  D a t a  App endix.

2) H ospital staff s ( e xc l u s i v e  ANIIS and M i l i t a r y )  t a k e n  f r o m  S t a t e  H e a l t h  

Plan D a t a  Ap pendix.

3) D e v e l opment.illy d i s a b le d  p at i en t s  and s taff  m em b er s  g iven by D i v i s i o n  of 

Mental Health.

Ilarborview s ta ff and c l i e n t e l e  a l r e a d y  d o n e  by D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a lt h.

4) H e m o d i a l y s i s  p a t i e n t s  and staff, h e m o p h i l i a c s  n umbe rs s u p p l i e d  by 

S ec t i o n of F am il y  H ea l t h ,  Ill’ll.

5) Gay c o m m u ni ty  n u mbe rs a r r i v e d  at by f ig ur i n g  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( n o n - n a t i v e  

and non-mi 1 il.ary) b et w e e n  ages of 15 and G5; t a k i n g  107. of that numb er.  

N um be r u s e d  wa s c a l c u l a t i n g  n u m b e r s  for A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  an d J u n e a u .  

19 80  ce ns us  for nu m b e r s  of sex, rac ial  an d age c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  wa s used.

6 ) N um b e r s  of illicit i n j e c t a b l e  d r u g  us r s  was  f u r n i s h e d  by O f f i c e  of 

A l c o h o l i s m  and  D r u g  Abuse.

7) C o n t a c t s  of h o u s e h o l d  and sexual con t a c ts  was e s t i m a t e d  t r y i n g  to e l i m­

inate d o u b l e  r e p o r t i n g  of ones that w o u l d  be c o un te d under any of t he  

ab ov e c ategories.

8 ) lluaibers of c orr ections' inmaf.es is c o u n t e d  as ze r o  b e c a u s e  s tu dy w e  d i d  

shows t h e m  not to be at I gh r i s k  at this time. W e  s c r e e n e d  over 3 50  

long t e r m  males. Man y of n ew ones will hav e been s c r e e n e d  under one of 

Lite a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  programs.

9) T h e r e  a r e  about 1 0 , 0 0 0  b i rt h s  in the S t a t e  annually; 2 0 0 0 of the m a r e  

N a t i v e  and can be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  this listing.

A s s u m p t i o n s are m an y --

a) It is d i f f i c u l t  to a c c u r a t e l y  p r edi ct n um be r s  that will a c ce pt  s c r e e n i n g  

and/or v a ccin ati on.  P r o b a b l y  the s c r e e n i n g  n umbe rs ma y lie as m u c h  as 

1 0 - 2 0 7  under our figures.

b ) Tor v a c c i n a t i o n  the p e r c e n t a g e s  u s e d  w e r e  to all ow for v a r y i n g  n u m b e r s  

of s u s c e p t i b l e s  and a ls o refus al to accep t vaccine.

c) The  p e r c e n t a g e  use d for c a l c u l a t i n g  m a l e  homosex ual  p o p u l a t i o n  was 

r e c e i v e d  from ho mosexual p h y s i c i a n  in A n c h o r a g e  plus a r t i c l e s  in m e d i c a l  

jour nal s.



T his progr-fMi is c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  tha n any other i m m u n i z a t i o n  program. 

Th e cost of the te s t  and the e x o r b i t a n t  cost of the v a c c i n e  m a k e s  it 

n e c e s s a r y  to scree n r a th e r  than to v a c c i n a t e  c art e blanche.

In a d d it io n ,  it is n e c e s s a r y  t o  t e s t  to i dentify c arr ie r s  (HBV s u r f a c e  

a n t i g e n  be arers) ’n order that t e s t i n g  for liver cancer can be done.
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MEMORANDUM O F  U N D E R S T A N D IN G

I. S t a t e m e n t  of I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  Social S e r v i c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  

o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  I n d i a n  

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  A l a s k a  A r e a  n a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i n t e n d  to e n t e r  i n t o  

a m e m o r a n d u m  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  l . c o o p e r a t i v e l y  d e v e l o p  a n d  d e l i v e r  a 

p r e v e n t i v e  p r o g r a m  of H e p a t i t i s  W V i r u s  i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  in A l a s k a .

H e p a t i t i s  15 v i r u s  (HBV) i n f e c t i o n  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  i n  

A l a s k a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  h i g h l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  /Alaska n a t i v e  C o m m u n i t y .  

T h e  r e c e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  h e p a t i t i s  B  v a c c i n a  .! . an e f f e c t i v e  too l  to 

cont. ol  t h i s  .important i n f e c t i o n  a n d  t o  p  -out t h e  H B V  r e l a t e d  

c o m p l i c a t i o n s  of l i v e r  c i r r h o s i s ,  p r i m a r y  hepat.i . c a n c e r  a n d  v a s c u l i t i s .

A  H e p a t i t i s  B  I m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  is a c o m p l i c a t e d  one, 

a n d  m u l t i f a c e t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  at al l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  

b y  s e v e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  i t  s u c c e s s f u l .  T h e r e f o r e , it is t h e  d e s i r e  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a v a i l a b l e -  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  l a b o r a t o r y  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e  for i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of - a q u a l i t y  

H e p a t i t i s  B I m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  i n  ar. e x p e d i t i o u s  a n d  c o s t -  

e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e r  a nd  to d e s i g n a t e  m a j o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r i o r i t y  to t h e  

P r o g r a m .

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of t h e  H e p t n t i t i s  B  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  

d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of c o n t i n u e d  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  f u n d i n g  a n d  

USPIll! f u n d i n g ,  b a c k  of f u n d i n g  w o u l d  i n v a l i d a t e  o r  n e c e s s i t a t e  m o d  ■ f i- 

c a t i o n  of t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

II. A r e a s  o f  A g r e e m e n t  

A. N e e d s

1 . A t  r i s k  i n d i v i d u a l s  n e e d  to b e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  e x p e r t  a n a l y­

s i s  of a p p r o p r i a t e l y  o b t a i n e d  b l o o d  sera.

a. a d e q u a t e  l a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  

a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r f o r m  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of scroll. .1 i c 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .

b. s p e c i a l i z e d  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to o b t a i n  b l o o d  s p e c i­

m e n s  f r o m  all. i n d i v i d u a l s  in e n t i r e  r u r a l  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i t i e s  

a n d  w h o  ca n s e p a r a t e  serum, a c c u r a t e l y  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i m e n s  

a m i  e n s u r e  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  expedition;..!y a n d  i n­

ta c t  .

2.  D a t a  s y s t e m s  n e e d  t o  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a b l e  t.o p r o v i d e :

a. c e n s u s  d a t a

b. demographic: i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  s p e c i m e n s

c. i n t e g r a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  s e r o l o g i c a l  a n d  i m m u n i z a t i o n  d a t a  

in t o  th e  m e d i c a l  reco r d .
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d. l i s t s  o f  s u s c e p t i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s

e. l i s t s  o f  s u s c e p t i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  b y  r i s k  c a t e g o r y

f. l i s t s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  H R s  A y  c a r r i e r s .

y. t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d a t a  s y s t e m  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  th" a b o v e  d a t a  o n

a n  o n g o i n g  b a s i s .

3. A s  m u c h  as p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  i m m u n i z a t i o n  p h a s e  of t h e  H e p a t i t i s  13 

I m m u n n i z a t i  o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  n e e d s  to  be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  

e x i s t i n g  v a c c i n e  d e l i v e r y  p r o g r a m s .

a. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  i m m u n i z a t i o n  p h a s e  n e e d s  c o o r d i n a t e d  c . f o r t s  

f r o m  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e m p l o y e d  suppler- 

m e n t a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e s  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

H e a l t h  a n d  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  h e a l t h  c a r e  n r  -viders.

b. S p e c i a l i z e d  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  to n e w b o r n s  a n d  i n f a n t s  of H B s  Ag 

p o s i t i v e  m o t h e r s  n e e d s  t o  be  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  h o s p i t a l s  at 

t h e  t i m e  of d e l i v e r y  a n d  t h e  t i m e s  w h e n  r o u t i n e  c ire 

c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  h e p a t i t i s  is i m m u n i z a t i o n  p r o t o­

cols.

. S e r a  a l i q u o t s  Cron s p e c i m e n s  n e e d e d  b y  C D C  n e e d  to b e  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h  d e m o y . i p h i o  a n d  s e r o l o g i c  d a t a  to t h e  CDC, A l a s k a  I n v e s t i­

g a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n .

a. to e s t a b l i s h  a  s o r  b a n k

b. to p r o v i d e  c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g  w i t h  a l p h a  fetoprol • in  del e i . •: n-

a t i o n s  o n  ,11. M B s  A y  p o s i t i v e  individual.s.

R i s k  P r i o r i t i e s

1. I n f a n t s  h o r n  to H R s  » p o s i t i v e  c a r r i e r s .

2. H o u s e h o l d  c o n t a c t s  o f  Hit.; A y  c a r r i e r s .

3. R u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a M B s  Ag c a r r i e r  r a t e  o f  h percent 

o r  gr e a t e r .

•1. I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  s t a f f  in i n s t i t u t i o n s  for the m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d .

*}. R e n a l  h e m o d i a l y s i s  p a t i e n t s  a n d  hemophiliac:';,

0. A c t i v e  m a l e  h o m o s e x u a l s .

7. H e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  h a v i n g  f r e q u e n t  b l o o d  c o n t a c t ,

8. I d e n t i f i e d  h i g h  r i s k  p r i s o n  g r o u p s .

9. I l l i c i t  i n j e c t a b l e  d r u g  u s e r s .
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C. A g e n c y  I n t e r a c t i o n s

i. T o  m e e t  t h e  h i g h  r i s k  n e e d s  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  n a t i v e  C o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  

A l a s k a  n a t i v e  W e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i n t e n d s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c c o n t r a c t  

w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  of. A l a s k a .

a. t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a H e p a t i t i s  B C o n t r o l  " P r o g r a m  in 

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A A N U S  P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r  a n d  t h e  C U C - A I D  
D i r e c t o r .

b. to i d e n t i f y  a n d  v a c c i n a t e  h i g h  r i s k  A l a s k a  n a t i v e s .

(1) h o u s e h o l d  c o n t a c t s  o f  k n o w n  H B s  Ag-i- c a r r i e r s

(2) v i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  k n o w n  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  5  p e r c e n t  

o r  g r e a t e r  H B s  A g +  c a r r i e r s .

(3) h i g h  r i s k  v i l l a g e s  in W e s t e r n  A l a s k a  w i t h  f i r s t  p r i o r­

ity to t h e  Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  D e l t a  Area.

c. t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i l l  be: w r i t t e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

s t a r t  as s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  H e p a t i t i s  B  I m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  

w i l l  b e  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  Chi.of, C o m m u n i c a b l e  

D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  S e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  Ch i e f ,  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  S e r­

vi c e s .

a. Montlily m e e t i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  k e y  p e r s o n a  w i l l  o c c u r

b. R e c o r d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  d e c i s i o n  m a d e  in t h e  m o n t h l y  

m e e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d .

c. A  p e r i o d i c  .information c i r c u l a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d .

3. F r e e  a c c e s s  a n d  e x c h a n g e  o f  H e p a t i t i s  U e p i d e m i o l o g i c  .infor­

m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  .shared b e t w e e n  t h e S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e  H e a l t h  Service! a n d  t h e  C e n t e r s  for D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l .

D» S p e c i f i c  K o s p  . isibilil ies

1. T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  will b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of H e p a t i t i s  H v a c c i n e .  T h e  v a c c i n e  will, 

b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  s u p p l e m e n t a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  

a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a s  n e e d e d.

2. I n i t i a l  h e p a t i t i s  p r e v e n t i v e  c u r e  a n d  c a r e  t h a t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  

r o u t i n e  p r e v e n t i v e  c a r e  o f  n e w b o r n s  a n d  i n f a n t s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  

b y  t h e A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S e r v i c e  o r  c o n t r a c t  p h y s i c i a n s .

3. S e r a  a l i q u o t s  w i t h  d e m o g r a p h i c  a n d  s e r o l o g i c  d a t a  w i l l  b e  s e n t  

t o  CDC, A l a s k a  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  b y  the S t a t e  L a b o r a t o r y .

A . A l p h a  F e t o p r o t e i n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  C DC,

A l a s k a  In v e s t  i.g at:ions D.i. vis j.on.

5. S e r o l o g i c  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  for t h e  c l i n i c a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a

N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a n d  f o r  the  p r e n a t a l  s c r e e n i n g  o f  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e  S e r v i c e  bonefici. .cies wil l  he p r o v i d e d  by r h e  C l i n i c a l  

• l a b o r a t o r y  o f  the ANMC.
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G. In c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  e x p e r i e n c e d  C D C  p e r s o n s ,  th e

L a b o r a t o r y  S e c t i o n ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  

w i l l  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e s  to a s s u m e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  s e r o l o g i c  s c r e e n i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

c o n d u c t  t h e  ll-patitis B  I m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m .

7. In c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  C.nc a n d  PCI S  p a r s o n s  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w i l l  d e v e l o p  an a c c e s s i b l e  an d  a c c e p t a b l e  

c o m p u t e r  s e r v i c e  to c o n d u c t  t h e  H e p a t i t i s  B I m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  

C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  in t h e  S t a t e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n a l  L a b o r a t o r y  in 

F a i r b a n k s .

8. T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  H e p a t  .tis B I n f e c t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  

P r o g r a m  will b e  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  State o f  A l a s k a .

9. E v a l u a t i o  of t h e  i m p a c t  of th e  H e p a t i t i s  B  I n f e c t i o n  a n d  

C o n t r o l  P r o g r a m  o n  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  

S e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l .  T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  of 

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  the P r o g r a m  on t h e  

ovei'all s t a t e  p o p u l a t i o n .

I I I .  R e n e w a l / M o d i f i c a t i o n  C l a u s e

T h i s  M e m o r a n d u m  of  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  is in e f f e c t  for t h r e e  (3) y e a r s  u n l e s s  

m o d i f i c a t i o n  or t e r m i n a t i o n  is i s s u e d  w i t h  t h i r t y  (30) d a y s  a d v a n c e  

n o t i c e  by t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i g n o r s .

IV. C o n c l u s i o n

A l t h o u g h  t h e  ne. • lo b e g i n  H e p a t i t i s  B I n f e c t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  

i s  u r g e n t ,  a c t i o n s  in p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  d e l i v e r y  m u s t  h o l d  to t h e  

f o l l o w i  n g  p r i n c i p l e s ;

1. C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t r u s t

2.. O p e n  c o m m a n i o n t i o n

3. Q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e

d. R a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g .

Si j.iatu. os:

D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  A r e a  n a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s

/9#3

r. S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

D i r e c t 1 >r, of P u b l i c  Heal t h ,

-y v

of A l a s k a

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  S t a t e  of Ala.via D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h



1MPORTANT INFORMATION 
ABOUT HEPATITIS 15 AND HEPATITIS J5 VACCINE

Please read this careful!y

WHAT IS HEPATITIS 15?

Although Hepatitis 15 is an unpredictable disease with a variety of presentations and 
outcomes, most patients recover. Persistence of viral infection (the chronic carrier 
statu) occurs in 5 to 10% of person who become infected with hepatitis 15 virus. Acute 
Hepatitis 15 infection may be syi.ip■ .msLic and can incapacitate a person for weeks to 
months or lead Lo complications or chronic sequelae. However, 50 to 60% of all Hepati­
tis 15 infections arc subclinical, asymptomatic, and usually undetected. These’ cases 
have n greater risk of progression to chronic sequelae. Chronic sequelae of Hepatitis 
15 infection include:

Chronic carrier state - develops in 6-10% of adult patients who have Hepatitis *15. 
Chronic persistent hepatitis - generally benign.
Chronic active hepatitis - major late complication; occurs J.n 3-5% of cases;
often progresses to cirrhosis.

Cirrhosis - an estimated 11% of deaths due to cirrhosis are associated with Hepati­
tis 15. (4000/year)

Liver Cancer - the relative risk for carriers is 273 times greater than for non- 
carriers (800 die/year from Hepatitis 15 related liver cancer)

There is no specific treatment and no known cure for Hepatitis 15. The now vaccine can 
help prevent Hepatitis 15.

H E P A T I T I S  i! V A C C I N E

The Immuniznt! n Practices Advisory Committee (ACLP) UNP1IS, has identified certain
populations at risk of HBV infection and has recommended vaccination for appropriate
members of the following groups:

against He pat it Is 15 infect. InnACIP reconvncuidations for vacrtnation

•health-core workurs 
.hospital staff
•clients and staff of institutions 
for the mentally retarded 
.hemodialysis p a11f: 111:;
•homosexually active males 
.illicit injectal lo drug users 
• recipients'of certain blond 
products
.1 mse ho ld  and sexual 
contacts of HUv carriers

.classroom contacts of deinsti­
tutionalized mentally retarded 
1115V carriers who behave 
aggressively.
• special high-rislc populations 
from areas where Hepatitis 15 
is highly endemic

Indochinese and Haitian 
refugees 

A1a skau Esk imos 
.inmates of long-term 
correct: 1 onal facilities

Persons at substantial risk of Hepatitis B infection who are demonstrated or judged 
likely t:o be susceptible should he vaccinated.

Division of Public Health 
State of Alaska



VACCINATION: Vaccination consists of 3 intramuscular doses of vaccine. The second
and third closes should he given 1 and 6 months, respectively, after the* 
first. Vaccine doses administered at longer intervals t'-in those stip­
ulated provide equally satisfactory protection, but optimal protection 
is not conferred until after the third dose. The duration of prote t.ion 
and the need for boo: .t  doses have not yet been determined.

Vaccination of individuals who possess antibodies against HBV from a pre­
vious infection is not necessary but will not cause adverse effects. The 
vaccine produces neither tl npeutic nor adverse effects in Hepatitis 
virus carriers.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS FROM THE VACCINES: i

Adverse Reactions: Hepatitis B vaccine is generally well tolerated. Ho serious adverse
reactions attributable to va .ciuation have been reported during the course of clinical 
trials involving administrate, n of Hepatitis ii vaccine to over G,000 individuals. 
Approximately half of all reported reactions were injcction-slte soreness. Other less 
common local reactions have included erythema, swelling, warmth, or induration. These 
signs and symptoms of local inflammation are generally well tolerated and usually 
subside within 2 days of vaccination.

Low-grade fever (less than 101°F) occurs occasionally and is usually confined to the 
8-hour period following vaccination. Although uncommon, fever over 102°F has been 

reported. Systemic complaints, including malaise, fatigue, headache, nausea, dix-Inoss, 
myalgia, and arthralgia, are .infrequ at and have been limited to the first few days 
following vaccination. P.ash has been reported rarely.

As with any vaccine, there is the possibility that bread use o'- the vaccine could reveal 
rare adverse reactions not observed in c l in ic ! trials.

WARNING - SOME PERSONS SHOULD NOT TAKE THIS VACCINE WITHOUT CHECKING WITH A DOCTOR:

.Hepatitis B vaccine I s not known t:o cause special problems for pregnant women 
or their unborn babies. However, doctors usually avoid giving any drugs or 
vaccines to pregnant women unless there is a specific need. Pregnant women 
should check with a doctor before taking Hepatitis B vaccine.

.Those who are sick right now with something more serious with cold.

QUESTIONS: If you have any questions about Hepatitis B vaccination, please ask us now
or call your doctor or health department before taking the vaccine.

REACTIONS: Anyone receiving vaccine who gets sick and seeks medical help in Lhe h weeks
after vaccination should report this to the facility which provided the 
vaccine.

Division of Public Health 
State of Alaska 
January 7, 1983



T y p e  of V a c c i n e  

H e p a t i t i s  15

STANDING ORDERS 
Hepatitis B Vaccine

3 months through 
life

Ape

3 closes i►m,; given on clays 0, 1 
month later and 6 months after 1st 
dose.

Dosage

Initial 1 mo. 6 n o .
3 months 
to 10 yrs. 0.5ml O.Stnl 0.5ml
>
- 10 v  . 1.0ml 1.0ml 1.0ml

Dialysis
and
Immuno­
compromised 2.0ml* 2.0 .1*

*'!

ii

different sites', l.m.

1. Store vials at 2-8°C. (35.6 - /(6./i°F)

2. Shake well before using.

3. DO NOT FREEZE

h. Provide Hepatitis B Vaccine information sheet to each person before 
vaccination.

Contraindications: Hypersensitivity to any component of the vaccine.

Precautions: 1. Not recommended for use in pregnant women. Ask :i f
woman is pregnant. If answer is no, vaccine may 
be administered.

2. Not recommended at present for use in children below 
the age of 3 months.

Indications; 1. Indicated for immunization against infection caused by
all known subtypes of Hepatitis B virus.

2. Vaccination is recommended in persons 3 months of age
or older who are at substantial risk of infection with
Hepatitis B virus.

3. Groups and individuals to he vaccinated are designated
by the Medical Epidemiologist, Division of Public
Health or his designee. .

Division of Public Health 
State of Alaska 
January, 1983



EPKIPT. W  H E A I l / r a  Al'ViiU SO C iiA IL  SJISJISV M ^S

Division DF r n i lC  HEALTH / ROOM 277, HACK AY PUIlDHiS
SECT ID H OF COMUHXABIE DISEASE COHIROl 32S DEHAL! STREET- AHCIIDSACE 535?/Ja n u a r y ,  lDb3

H E P A T I T I S  B A N D  H E P A T I T I S  11 V A C C I N E  

I c e r t i f y  that I h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  inforination ab o u t  H e p a t i t i s  P.. I aw aware.
, I

that I m ay be at i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  of c o n t r a c t i n g  H e p a t i t i s  B i n f e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  of 

my wo r k  or my r e s i d e n c e .  I h a v e  h ad a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to a sk q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

H e p a t i t i s  B and to d i s c u s s  H e p a t i t i s  15 w i t h  staff at this facility. I u n d e r s t a n d  

that I can have my b l o o d  t e s t e d  f r e e  of c h a r g e  to see if I h a v e  b e e n  i n f e c t e d  

w i t h  H e p a t i t i s  B in the pas t  or w h e t h e r  I c o u l d  b e c o m e  infe c t e d  w i t h  H e p a t i t i s  

B in the future. I u n d e r s t a n d  that: I c an al s o  he v a c c i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  H e p a t i t i s  

B free of c h a r g e  a nd that v a c c i n a t i o n  can protect me f r o m  b e c o m i n g  i n f e c t e d  

w i t h  H e patitis B in the future. I u n d e r s t a n d  that this p r o g r a m  is e n t i r e l y  

v o l u n t a r y  but that the D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d s  that I 

h a v e  my blood tested and, if I hav e  not b e e n  infected w i t h  H e p a t i t i s  15 in the 

past, that I receive. H e p a t i t i s  15 vaccine.

1 do not. w i s h  to h a v e  my blood t e s t e d  for H e p a t i t i s  15.

I do not w i s h  to he v a c c i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  H e p a t i t i s  15.

(Signature)
e

(Date)



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE
/ ■■

FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. Senate B i l l  No. 95 ______
Title making a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o r  I nnocu l aTTons t o r  h e p a t i t i s
R e quested b y _____________________________________   Date 2/1/83_______

II. FISCAL DETAIL
A gency Affe c t e d  Hea l t h  and So c i a l  Services;_______________________________
Program Category Affected Health__________________________________________________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) A f f e c t e d Communi cable D i sease Con t ro l  
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)
**1 >< 00 00 F Y 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND &  STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

T OTAL 2 5 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N ERAL FUND ' 250"
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

251)'.'0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 
PART TIME 
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

Th i s  B i l l  p r o v i d e s  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  a h e p a t i t i s  B i n n o c u l a t i o n  
program and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  da t e .

!i ;V ■ ' v ; i!

PEP. 9  m

IV. DATE 2/1/83____________________ PREPARED by Dean F„ T i r a d o r .
A GENCY Hea l t h  & So c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  P u b l i c  H e a l th 

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465-3150 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 12/82) O M B  R e v i e w e d  by: N a n c y  D u n n



Pcuch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
465-1907 
465-4908

F e b r u a r y  9, 1 9 8 3

B o n n i e  L. G a b a l d o n  

I n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d  

1 6 8 9  C. S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  2 3 0  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  M s .  G a b a l d o n :

I t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  of J a n u a r y  2 7. T h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s  g i v e n  i t s  a p p r o v a l  

f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to c o m b a t  H e p a t i t i s  B. A s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e ,  I a m  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u n d  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  

t h e  f i g u r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t ,  as a s u p p l e m e n t a l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  c u r r e n t  F Y  1 9 8 3  b u d g e t  in o r d e r  to u n d e r t a k e  
t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t .

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  l e t t e r  of J a n u a r y  27 a n d  w a n t  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  

I s h a r e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  of t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d  a n d  

s u p p o r t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  y o u  e n c l o s e .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J

J P J / r m c

Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Official BusinessAlaska State Legislature

Senate



f t h s k a  N o l f v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d
1689 C S T R E E T , S U IT E  230, A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99501 PHONE (907) 276-8989

R e fe re nc e  #A83-0139

Ja nu a ry  27,  1983

BE0EISBB1
S e na to r  Joseph Josephson JAN 31 1983
A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau,  A laska  99811 JosephSOIf,

Dear S e na to r  Josephson:

D u r in g  i t s  r e g u l a r  q u a r t e r l y  m eet in g  in  December 1982, t h e  A laska  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  Board 
unan imous ly  passed t h e  e nc losed  r e s o l u t i o n  im p lo r i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A laska  t o  respond 
im m e d ia te l y  t o  t h e  " g e o g r a p h i c  e p id e m ic "  o f  H e p a t i t i s  B in A la s k a .

S t u d ie s  conduc ted  by t h e  In d ia n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  and C e n te rs  f o r  D isease  C o n t r o l  have 
found t h e  i n f e c t i o n  r a t e  In some A laska  v i l l a g e s  Is  as h igh  as 2 7 . 9 %. T h i s  i s  o v e r  
50 t im e s  h i g h e r  than  t h e  r a t e s  found In o t h e r  USA p o p u l a t i o n s .  Alaskan Eskimos have
t h e  h i g h e s t  r e p o r te d  I n c id e n c e  o f  p r im a ry  l i v e r  cance r  in  t h e  U.S.  and t h e  h i g h e s t
r e p o r t e d  i n c id e n c e  o f  H e p a t i t i s  B a s s o c i a t e d  p o l y a r t e r i t i s  nodosa In t h e  w o r l d .

The above f a c t s  a re  both  d e p l o r a b l e  and a s t o u n d in g .  However, we f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h e
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a h e a l t h  hazard o f  even more d e v a s t a t i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  e x i s t s .  I f  l e f t  
unchecked,  H e p a t i t i s  B w i I  I c o n t i n u e  t o  spread I n t o  what  a r e  now c o n s id e re d  t o  be low 
p r e v a le n c e  a r e a s .  H e p a t i t i s  B has a l r e a d y  shown t h a t  I t  knows no r a c i a l  b o u n d a r ie s .  
Young c h i l d r e n  a ro  most  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h e  o f t e n  f a t a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  can r e s u l t  
f rom H o p a t l t l s  B ( l . o . ,  l i v e r  c a n c e r ,  p o l y a r t e r i t i s  nodosa,  and c h r o n i c  a c t i v e  hepa­
t i t i s  w i t h  c i r r h o s i s ) .

H e p a t i t i s  B Is  a communicable d i s e a s e .  I t  i s  now p r e v e n t a b l e .  As such,  H e p a t i t i s  B 
f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  pa ram ete rs  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  commitment  t o  p r e v e n t i o n  and 
Im m un iza t io n  p rog rams.  A g a in ,  we ask t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  honor  I t s  commitment t o  t h e  
p e o p lo  and t a k e  Immediate a c t i o n  t o  I n s u r e  t h a t  adequate  funds  a re  made a v a l l a b l o  t o  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  t o  imp lement  t h e  necessa ry  t e s t i n g  and im m u n iza t ion  
p rog rams.

I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  d e s i r e  f u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  p le ase  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  
c o n t a c t  our  o f f i c e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B onn ie  L.  Gabaldon 
I n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

b ig

A LEU TIA N /P R IB ILO F ISLAND ASSOC., INC. 
BR ISTO L BAV AH EA H EALTH  CORPORATION 

COOK IN LET  N ATIVE ASSOCIATION 
COPPER R IV ER  N A TIVE ASSOCIATION

KODIAK A R E A  N A TIV E ASSOCIATION 

M AU NELUK ASSOCIATION 
TH E NORTH PA C IFIC  RIM 

NORTH SLO PE BOROUGH H EA LTH  CORP.

NORTON SOUND H EA LTH  CORPORATION 

SO U TH EAST A LA SK A  REG IO N AL H EA LTH  CORP 

TAN ANA C H IEFS  CO N FEREN CE 
YUKO N  -KUSKOKW IM  H EA LTH  CORPORATION



R E S O L U T I O N  # 8 2 - 1 1

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S

The A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  Board is a l e g a l l y  
i z a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s ,  as d e f i n e d  in 
C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (85 S t a t u t e  688); and

e s t a b l i s h e d  
the A l a s k a

o r g a n -  
N a t i v e

The A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a . i v e s ,  Inc. is a l e g a l l y  e s t a b l i s h­
ed o r g a n i z a t i o n  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  w h i c h  is d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  
e l e c t e d  by the a d u l t  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  
and w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  the m a x i m u m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  
in all p h a s e s  o f  its a c t i v i t i e s ,  h a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  d e s i g n a t e d ,  
b y  formal r e s o l u t i o n  on J a n u a r y  11, 1979 o f  its Full Board, 
" T h a t  the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  Inc. f o r m a l l y  r e c o g­
ni z e s  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d  as the H e a l t h  C o m m i t t e e  
o f  A F N , Inc. and t h e r e b y  c o n v e y s  full a u t h o r i t y  to a r t i c u l a t e  
p o l i c y  and to act on he a l t h  i ssues;" and

H e p a t i t i s  B has b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  by the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  
B o a r d  as the n u m b e r  o n e  p r e v e n t a b l e  h e a l t h  t h r e a t  to the 
p e o p l e  of the S t a t e  of A l a ska; and

T h i s  h i g h l y  i n f e c t i o u s ,  o f t e n  fatal d i s e a s e ,  a f f e c t i n g  c h i l d­
ren and e l d e r l y  alike, is i n c r e a s i n g  s t a t e w i d e ;  and

S t a t e w i d e  t e s t i n g  ar-.d i m m u n i z a t i o n  
w e l f a r e  of A l a s k a  r e s idents;

is i m p e r a t i v e  to the

T H E R E F O R E :  BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o ard h e r e b y
d i r e c t s  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  to c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the I n d i a n  
H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  and C e n t e r  for D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  in t h e i r  p r o p o s­
al to a m e l i o r a t e  i m p a c t s  of the e p i d e m i c  in A l a s k a ;  and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the S t a t e  m o b i l i z e  a d d i t i o n a l  
r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m m u n i z e  t hose at risk t h r o u g h o u t  the 
State; and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the S t a t e  i n c o r p o r a t e  this v a c c i n e  
in t h e i r  o n g o i n g  i m m u n i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m ;  and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  r e s p o n d  i m m e d­
iate l y  to this crisis.

P a s s e d  and a p p r o v e d  this 16th day o f  D e c e m b e r ,  19 8 2  by the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

H e a l t h  Board.

C E R T I F I C A T I O N : P a s s e d  by u n a n i m o u s  vote; 10 for, 0 aga i n s t .
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