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MUU Of TNT ATTORNEY CENTRAL
9

J anu a ry  8 ,  1 981 '

£ POUCH K-STATE CAPITOLr 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 93811

Mr. K e i t h  G od fre y , P r e s id e n t  
B oa rd  o f  C h i r o p r a c t i c  Exam ine rs 3800 Lake O t i s  Parkway 
A nchorage / AK 99504

Re:* R e fu s a l  by P h y s ic a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
o f  C h i r o o r a c t i c  R e f e r r a l s  * 
J - 6 6 - 3 1 8 - 8 1

D ea r Mr. G od fre y :
The d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  l i c e n s i n g  o f  th e  D e p a r t ­

ment o f  Commerce and Economic Deve lopment has r e f e r r e d  to  
ou r  p f f i c e  th e  q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  by A d r ian  B a rb e r  i n  h i s  
l e t t e r  t o  you  o f  August 8 , 1980 ( e n c lo s e d ) .  I  u n d e rs ta n d  
t h a t  you w ish  an a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l 1s o p in io n  r e g a rd in g  th e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  AS' 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 ( 8 )  and A.S 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 6 0 ,  which p re c lu d e  
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  f rom  a c c ep t in g  r e f e r r a l s  o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f rom  c h i r o p r a c t o r * ? .

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  c o r r e c t  t h a t  th e  s t a t u t o r y  s e c t io n s  do 
e x c lu d e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  f rom  th e  c la s s e s  o f  h e a l t h  c a re  
p r o v id e r s  f rom  whom p h y s ic a l  t h e r a p i s t s  may accep t r e f e r r a l s  
o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  s in c e  AS 0 8 .8 4 . 1 6 0  s p e c i f i c a l l y  names 
h e a l t h  c a re  p r o v id e r s  f rom  which a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  may 
accep t p r e s c r i p t i o n s , and does n o t  in c lu d e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s .
A ls o ,  the  C h a i rp e rs o n  o f  th e  P h y s i c a l  Therapy B oa rd , Ms.
Donna K lo k k e v o ld ,  in fo rm s  us t h a t  t h a t  b oa rd  does i n t e r p r e t  
th e  s t a t u t e  t o  ex c lu d e  r e f e r r a l s  from  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  and t h a t  
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  do n o t  accep t such r e f e r r a l s .

The v a l i d i t y  o f  the s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  i s  q u e s t i o n a b le ,  
as th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  may r e p re s e n t  a s e r i o u s  
a n t i t r u s t  v i o l a t i o n .  T h is  i s  p ro b a b ly  a q u e s t io n  o f  f e d e r a l  
law , how eve r, under th e  Sherman A n t i t r u s t  Act- 1U The e x te n s io n

* /  As you a r e  aware , s e v e r a l  la w s u i t s  have been b ro u gh t
by o r  on b e h a l f  o f  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  which 
this issue 'is be ing  l i t i g a t e d .

0O-C6LM



M r .  K e i t h  G o d f r a y 2 ' J a n u a r y  8, 1 9 8 0

i - a x r ly  rsc sn i i  t r e n d  xn cne law , and x t  xs r>oc p o s s x b le  no 
s t a t e  d e f i n i t e l y  what th e  law  i s  on th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t  t h a t  you  r a i s e .

Our o f f i c e  can o n ly  s t a t e  t h a t ,  as a g e n e r a l  m a t t e r ,  a 
law  m us t-be  f o l l o w e d  u n t i l  ( 1 )  i t  i s  amended o r  o th e rw is e  
changed by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  o r  ( 2 )  i t  i s  a t t a c k e d  and fo u n d  i n v a l i d  by a p ro p e r  c o u r t .  Our o f f i c e  has no power t o  
i n v a l i d a t e  th e  d e te rm in a t io n s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l t h o u g h ,  
i n  s i t u a t i o n s  where we b e l i e v e  a p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n  i s  
c l e a r l y  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  we w i l l  a d v is e  an agency t o  n o t  c a r r y  ou t  o r  e n fo r c e  i t .  These p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n s  appea r 
q u e s t io n a b le  n o t  o n ly  on a n t i t r u s t  g round s , b u t  a l s o  on 
g rounds t h a t  a p a t i e n t  has a r i g h t  t o  th e  f u l l  c o u rs e  o f  
t re a tm en t  recommended by th e  h e a l t h  c a re  p r o v id e r  o f  h i s  o r  
h e r  c h o ic e .  F u r t h e r ,  th e y  appea r s u b je c t  t o  a t t a c k  on th e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g rounds o f  e q u a l p r o t e c t i o n  and r i g h t  t o  
p r i v a c y .  However, th e y  a re  n o t  so c l e a r l y  i n f i r m  t h a t  we 
may c o n f i d e n t l y  s t a t e  t h a t  th ey  a r e  i n v a l i d .

We sugges t t h a t  you c o n ta c t  th e  g o v e rn o r ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a s s i s t a n t  r e g a rd in g  a p o s s i b l e  change i n  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 ( 8 )  
and AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 6 0 .  Then, i f  l e g i s l a t i v e  change i s  n o t  
f o r th c om in g , y o u r  b o a rd  may want t o  c o n s id e r  a l e g a l  a c t i o n  
a t t a c k in g  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  q u e s t io n .

' X hope this answers your questions. If I can be of any 
further assistance,. please feel free to contact me.

STK /b lc
•s

. c c ; K e i t h  Speck ing , L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
.• . O f f i c e  o f  th e  G ove rno r

'■ Ms. Donna K lo k k e v o ld ,  C h a i rp e r s o n  
'. P h y s i c a l  The rapy B oa rd  .

I •

. S i n c e r e l y ,
T.TTT CO M  T rO N T .O M

/Sa rah  T . K a v a sh a ro v  
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o rn e y  G ene ra l
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 1 m O M M v J t t J o o ' '

F eb ru a ry  2 0 , 1981

j  p o u c h  k -  sr>i re c ap it ol

Ms. Donna K lo k k e v o ld  
C h a i rp e rso n
P h y s ic a l  Therapy Board  
3800  Lake O t is  Parkway 
Anchorage , AK 99504

Re : V a l i d i t y  o f  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 ( 8 )  and
AS 0 8 .8 4 .1 6 0  
Our F i l e ;  J - 6 6 - 3 1 8 - 8 1

Dear Ms. K lo k k e v o ld :
On Janu a ry  8 , I  s en t  t o  you a copy o f  a l e t t e r  t o  

Mr. G od fre y , p re s id e n t  o f  the Board o f  C h i r o p r a c t i c  E xam ine rs , 
r e g a rd in g  th e  q u e s t io n a b le  v a l i d i t y  o f  the  above s t a t u t o r y  
■ provisions. * I  wonder i f  y o u r  boa rd  has had tim e to  re v iew  
the  p r o v i s i o n s  and what i s  the  b o a rd 's  v iew  abou t r e t a i n i n g  
them? Our o f f i c e  b e l i e v e s  th a t  t h e i r  v a l i d i t y  i s  so q u e s t i o n ­
a b le  t h a t  an e f f o r t  sh ou ld  be made to  change them, bu t th e  
f i r s t  s tep  in  the  p ro c e s s  o f  change i s  to  de te rm ine  whethe r 
th e  boa rd s  may work t h i s  ou t and ag ree  upon a recommendation 
t h a t  th e  g o v e rn o r  may submit t o  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

P le a s e  l e t  me h e a r  f rom  you r e g a rd in g  t h i s .
Thank you .

Sincerely,

WILSON L. CONDON 
ATTORNEY^GENERAL

X

Sarah  T. K avasha rov  
A s s i s t a n t  A t to rn e y  G en e ra l

STK:wjp
cc : " ICe ith  G od fre y , P r e s id e n t

Board  o f  C h i r o p r a c t i c  Exam iners
K a r r y  T re a g e r ,  D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  O ccup a t io n a l L ic e n s in g
K e i t h  Speck ing , L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s is t a n t  
O f f i c e  o f  th e  G ove rno r
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O F F I C I A L  B U S I N E S S April 12, 1983 J A N  F A I K S
P O U C H  V 

C A P IT O L  B U IL D IN G  

J U N E A U , A L A S K A  B S B II

CHAIRMAN 
R U L E S  C O M M IT T E E

Dr. Jon Godfrey 
3800 Lake Otis Parkway 
Anchorage, AK 99504

Dear Jon,

Thank you for your letter and accompanying brochure 
on chiropractic services.

I am happy to hear that you are working with the 
Department of Health and Social Services. As you 
probably know, our Alaska Statute 47.07.030 requires 
that additional medical services desired through 
Medicaid must be approved by the legislature. As 
your recommendations materialize, you may want to 
reccnmend that a House or Senator bill be drafted.
I will be willing bo work with you on this endeavor.

I appreciate learning of the services you provide.
I agree, chiropractic care should not be denied 
under Jtedicaid.

Sincerely

JF:ch



TES . .S.20.210 B u s i n e s s  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n s § 08.20.220

suspens ion a f te r  a h ea r ing  to ^
- H m l k :which ha s  been suspended oy'-Tf" 

g t h a t  the appl icant  is able
* c

n the appl ica t ion of  di sc ipl ine _ 
tu re  f rom ea r l i e r  decis ion^-f^y 
;p lained in f i nd ing s  of  fact 
ch 162 SLA  1980)

M .
ve p e rso n a ]  p ro n o u n s  in  co n fo rm ity  
A S 0 1 .0 5 .0 3 U c )  a n d  § 4, C h a p te r  "

d e v is o r 's  n o t e s .  —  T h i>  s e c tio n  in tro -  
..es a  r e q u ire m e n t  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t e x is t  
-. ::us c h a p te r ,  v iz .. f i l in g  a  c e r t i f ic a te  

:n the b o a rd . I t  is  th e  b o a rd 's  d u ty  to  
, o  a  re g is try .
E d ito r 's  n o te s .  —  T h is  s e c tio n  w as  

•iraited by th e  r e v is o r  o f  s t a tu t e s  to 
•:iuve p e rso n a l p ro n o u n s  in  c o n fo rm ity

w ith  A S  0 1 .0 5 .0 3 1 (c )  a n d  § 4 , C h a p te r  58. 
S L A  1982.

C o l l a t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  P ra c tic in g  
m e d ic in e , s u rg e ry ,  d e n t i s t r y ,  o p to m e try , 
p e d ia t r y ,  o r  o th e r  h e a l in g  a r t s  w i th o u t  
l ic e n s e  a s  a  s e p a r a te  o r  c o n t in u in g  o ffense . 
9 9  A L R 2d  654 .

nai l  impose and col lect

or exam ina t ion ,  $50; 
on. $20;
350;

ne e ve r v  four years ,  $200.^:;.. 
~A 1968; am § 12 ch 162

' $ f p
m a l"  fo llo w in g  “ in i t ia l  a n d  r e n e w a lV / '. .  
r a g ra p h  14), a n d  r ': le te d  fo rm e i p a n -  'J . 
n i5», w h ich  re a d : " a s so c ia te  licens*.

A l l  fees col lected by  the bo 
• state.  l§ 35-3-30 ACLA  1949),’

a n d  P e n a l t i e s .

Sec. 08.20.210. F r a u d u l e n t  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  A n y  person who ob ta in s 
r a ttempts to ob ta in  a ch i roprac t i c  ce r t i f i ca te by  d i shones t  or 

:r:iudulent means ,  or who forges, counte r f e i t s ,  or f r a u d u l e n t l y  a l t e rs  
mv such cer t i f i ca te is p un i sh ab l e  by  a f ine of not more th an  $500, or 
v imDrisonment for not  more  than s i x  months ,  or by  both. (§ 4 ch 53 

-i.A L95c)

A r t i c l e  4. G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s .
-*'ciiiin
. .  i C h iro p ra c tic  d e f in e d

Sec. 08.20.220. C h i r o p r a c t i c  d e f i n e d .  Chi roprac t ic  i s  the science 
: moating and  cor re c t ing in ter f erence  w i th  nerve ene rgy t r an sm is s ion  
id exDression w i t h i n  the h um an  body, and  the emp lo ymen t and  prac- 
.e of dr ug ie s s  th e rapeu t i c s ,  i n c l u d in g  phys io the rapy ,  hydrotherapy ,  

"ocnanotnerapy, phyto the rapy ,  e lec t ro therapy ,  chromothe rapy ,  
“ermoi tierapy, t h a lmo the rapy ,  correc t ing and or thopedic gymnas t i cs ,  
r.a dietet ics wh ich  i n c lu de s  the use of  foods and those b iochemica l  
:.-sue bu i ld ing  products  and  cel l  s a l t s  found w i t h i n  the norma l  human  
oy , w i thout  the use of  d r u g s  or su rge ry .  (§ 35-3-22 ACLA  1949)

•-9S2

\n ie lo

1 'p in io n s  o f  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  —  I t is 
■'•gal a n d  c r im in a l  fo r a  c h i r o p ra c ia t ,  
■auut a d d it io n a l  q u a l i f ic a t io n s ,  to  p re- 
•'.ne d ru g s  o r  m e d ic in e  to  s ic k  o r  in ju re d  
l ^ n s .  1961 O p. A tt 'y  G e n ., N o. 23. 
Money c a n n o t b e  e x p e n d e d  fro m  th e  
mermen's fu n d  fo r th e  p a y m e n t  o f  

‘ (fees lo r m e d ic in e s  p re sc r ib e d  by  ch iro -  
• ic tors. 1961 O p. A t t ’y G e n ., N e . 23 .

C o l l a t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  C h iro p ra c ­
to r s  u s  w i th in  te rm  “p h y s ic ia n "  in r u le  a s  
to  p r iv ile g e d  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . 6 8  A LR  
177.

K in d  o r  c h a r a c te r  o f  t r e a tm e n t  w h ich  
m a y  bo g iv e n  by o n e  lic e n se d  a s  c h iro p ra c ­
tic . 8 6  A L R  630.

e a m i s d e m e a n o r .  A pers°n^j 
• i thout  a l i cense in v io lat ion c 
•r. and upon conv ict ion is P11̂
<0, or by  impr i sonmen t  for 
u t ions unde r  th i s  sect ion, eV?‘
!e the de fendan t ’s certificate of jg ic 
ie ev idence tha t  the defendant 
5 SLA 1955)

C hap ter 24. Collection Agencies.

C ollection  A g en cy  B o a rd  (§§ 0 8 .2 4 .0 1 1  • -  08 .24 .C w t)
Pow ers a n d  D u tie s  o f  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t ( § 1  —  

0 8 .24 .071)
L c e n s in g  0 8 .2 4 .0 9 0  —  0 8 .2 4 .3 8 0 ,

(W iso r 's  n o t e s .  —  T h e  C o lle c tio n  
voncy B oard  h a s  b e e n  te r m in a te d  u n d e r  

P rov isions o f  A S 0 8 .0 3  a n d  A S  4 4 .66 .

A S  0 8 .0 3 .010(h )(3 ) e s ta b l is h e d  u t e r m in a ­
t io n  d a te  o f  <1 u n e  30 , 1980.



March 23, 1984

PO Box 897 
J u n e a u ,  AK 

99802

Dea r  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n ,

The a t t a c h e d  i s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  I  p l a n  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  HESS 
c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  on Ma rch  26th i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  
#509.

I ’ d l i k e  t o  s u m m a r i z e  f o r  y o u  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  C h i r o p r a c t i c  d o e s  
n o t  emana t e  f r om  a  m e d i c a l / s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s .  T h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h a t  
a l l  h e a l i n g  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  p r o p e r l y  a d j u s t e d  v e r t e b r a l  c o l um n .  The 
m e d i c a l  c ommun i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  t h i s  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  s i n c e  no 
r e p r o d u c i b l e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  g i v e n  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  a n y  v a l i d i t y .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  h a s  gr own o u t  o f  
t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  f o l l o w s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  a p p r o a c h .  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  i s  a c c e p t e d  a nd  e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  AMA. W h e r e a s ,  
c h i r o p r a c t o r s  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  t h e  Am e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n .

The r e a s o n  a  r e f e r r a l  f r om  a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r ap y  i s  so  t h a t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d i a g n o s t i c  w o rk  ( i e .  X - r a y s ,  b l o o d  
t e s t s : u r i n e  t e s t s )  c a n  b e  do n e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t r e a t m e n t  t o  
r u l e  o u t  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w h i c h  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  w o u l d  b e  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  O t h e r  t h a n  X - r a y s ,  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r  d o e s  n o t  u s e  t h e s e  
d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  r e f e r r e d  f r om  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r  
w o u l d  h a v e  an  i n c o m p l e t e  d i a g n o s i s ,  o s  v i e w e d  f r om  t h e  m e d i c a l  
p h i l o s o p h y .  E t h i c a l l y ,  how c o u l d  I  t r e a t  a  p a t i e n t  f o r  a c o n d i t i o n  i f  I  
was u n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i n  f a c t ,  was  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  p rob lem?

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r ap y  A s s o c i a t i o n  (APTA) n a t i o n a l  
Code o f  E t h i c s  s t a t e s  t h a t  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  may o n l y  a c c e p t  r e f e r r a l s  
f r om  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  and  p o d i a t r i s t s .  I f  a 
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h i s  Code o f  E t h i c s  h e / s h e  c a n  n o t  
b e l o n g  t o  t h e  APTA. I  p e r s o n a l l y  am n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up t h i s  
m em be r s h ip ,  and  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  r e f e r r a l s  b y  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  e v e n  i f  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  p r a c t i c e  a c t  w e r e  a d o p t e d .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  me f o r  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n p u t .

B e t h  H a n s e n , LFT

c c :  P a t  McAdoo, LPT, P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n



I t  h a s  come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  c h i r p r a c t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h a v e  t a k e n  i t  upon t h e m s e l v e s  t o  l e g i s l a t e  
c h ange  i n  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  p r a c t i c e  a c t  t o  i n c l u d e  r e f e r r a l s  f r om  c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r s .  L e t  i t  be  known a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  c h a p t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r ap y  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  oppo se  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  o f  
t h i s  s t a t e  b a s e d  on t h e  l a c k  o f  m e d i c a l  r e l e v a n c e .

H i s t o r i c a l l y , ,  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  h a v e  c l a im e d  t o  p rom o t e  h e a l t h  and  p r e v e n t  
d i s e a s e  s i m p l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  t h e  s p i n e .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  a t e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  A n ch o r a g e  D a i l y  News ,  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  i n f e r  t h a t  p e r i o d i c  
c h i r o p r a c t i c  t r e a t m e n t s  w i l l  r e a p  an  i n d i v i d u a l  o c c u p a t i o n  and  i n come  b e n e f i t s ,  
im p r o v e  y o u r  g o l f  game , t e n n i s  game and  y o u r  a p p e a r a n c e .  C h i r o p r a c t i c  c a r e  w i l l  
a j . s o  k e e p y o u  y o u n g e r  l o n g e r  and  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  y o u t h  h a v e  more e n e r g y  and  p r e v e n t  
l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  v i e w s  a r e  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  membe rs o f  t h e  med­
i c a l  c om m un i t y .

The p r o f e s s i o n  o f  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  on t h e  o t h e r  hand  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  
t h e  a u s p i c e  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e ­
c o g n i z e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a F h y s i e u l  T h e r a p i s t  i s  i n  a s e n s e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  and  t h e  t h e r a p i s t s '  e x p e r t i s e  l i e s  i n  t h e  same r e a lm  a s  t h e  d o c t o r s ' .

Unde r t h e  m and a t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w ,  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  e x c l u d e d  
r e f e r r a l s  f r om  c h i r o p r a c t o r s .  Vie f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  c h i r o p r a c t L c  r e f e r r a l s  
a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l a c k  o f  m e d i c a l  r e l e v a n c e  und f e e l  t h e  c u r r e n t  
l a w  s h o u l d  s t a n d  a s  I s .

We h a v e  b e e n  a d v i s e d  b y  o u r  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a w  f i r m  o f  
T u c k e r , A r e n s b e r g , V e r y  and  F e r g u s o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  we h a v e  t a k e n  
t o  r e s i s t  amendment s t o  o u r  p r a c t i c e  a c t  i s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a n t i t r u s t  l a w s ,  
n o r  i s  t h e  f r e e d om  o f  c ' o J c e  o r  p r i v a c y  i m p e r m i s s i b l y  l i m i t e d  by  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  
r e f e r r a l  s o u r c e s .

1. A n t i t r u s t :  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c o u n s e l ,  a lm o s t  a l l  r e c e n t  l i t i g a t i o n  
among v a r i o u s  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  h a s  i n v o l v e d  one i n d i v i d u a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
g r o u p  s u i n g  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p ;  t h a t  i s ,  a l l  h u v e  b e e n  
p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s .  The a p p l i c a b l e  p r i n c i p a l  f r om  a n t i t r u s t  l a w  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  
b e  f r e e  and  open c o m p e t i t i o n  u n r e s t r i c t e d  b y  p r i v a t e  a g r e e m e n t s .  S i n c e  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r c  e x c l u d i n g  r e f e r r a l s  f r om  c h i r o p r a t o r s  u n d e r  m a n d a t e  o f  
s t a t e  l aw  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  an a g r e em en t  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  i t  :Ls e x t r e m e l y  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  c o u l d  be  s u e d  f o r  an  a n t i t r u s t  v i o l a t i o n .  As a  g en ­
e r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  s t a t e  l a w s  w i t h  a v a l i d  p u r p o s e  o t h e r  t h a n  r e s t r i c t ­
i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  a r e  exemp t f r om  a n t i t r u s t  a t t a c k .  The p r e s e n t  l a w ,  i n  no way r e ­
s t r i c t s  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  d o e s  r e s t r i c t  r e f e r r a l s  f o r  s o u n d  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s .

2. F reedom o f  C h o i c e :  A l t h o u g h  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r e e d om s  a r e  b r o a d ,  t h e  
A l a s k a  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  knows o f  no b a s i s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  c on ­
s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  a r i g h t  o f  L . eedom  o f  c h o i c e  i n  m ak in g  r e f e r r a l s  t o  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a ­
p i s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we f e e l  we a r e  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r e e d om  o f  
c h o i c e  i n  r e s t r i c t i n g  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  r e f e r r a l s .
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3. E q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a nd  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y :  Numerous c a s e s  h a v e  
h e l d  t h a t  s t a t e  l a w s  c l a s s i f y i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t i n g  s u c h  g r o u p s  a s  p h y s i c i a n s ,  c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  and  s o  o n ,  do  n o t  v i o l a t e  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n .  
U n i t e d  S t a t e d  Code A n n . ,  Amend. 14, Si n .  779-786 (Cum. Supp .  1977). Any " e q u a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  and  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y "  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a w  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  
b r o u g h t  b y  a p a t i e n t  who wa s  d e p r i v e d  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r  p r i v a c y  b y  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  — i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  r e f e r r a l s .

I n  summary ,  we s t r o n g l y  oppo s e  t h e  amendment e f f o r t  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  
c h i r o p r a c t o r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  I t  i s  o u r  b e l i e f  a a  membe rs  o f  a  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  
t h a t  r e s t r i c t i n g  r e f e r r a l s  f r om  n o n m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i s  i n  no way i n  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  a n t i t r u s t ,  f r e e d om  o f  c h o i c e ,  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  r i g h t  p r i v a c y ,  and  i s  
i n  t h e  b e t t e r  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a t t e m p t s  b y  n o n m e d i c a l  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l s  t o  c h an g e  o u r  p r a c t i c e  w i l l  be  me t w i t h  t h e  u tm o s t  r e s i s t a n c e .  I t  i s  
o u r  hope  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  makes  i t  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  o f  t h i s  
s t a t e  do n o t  f e e l  c h i r o p r a c t i c  r e f e r r a l s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  
m e d i c a l  r e l e v a n c e ,  b u t  we i n  no way w i s h  t o  r e s t r i c t  o r  v i o l a t e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s .

P r e p a r e d  by  D e n i c e  B l e f g e n ,  LPT R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

B e t h  H an sen ,  LPT
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D e a r  S e n a t o r s :

I  t h a n k  yo u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t a k e  i n  t h e  M a r c h  26, 1984 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  b o t h  SB 509 and  SB 510.

B e i n g  f i r s t  t o  t e s t i f y  d o e s  h a v e  i t s  d r a w b a c k s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h o s e  who f o l l o w ,  w h i c h  i s  o f  g r e a t  
a s s i s t a n c e  i f  y o u  a r e  t o  make a p o i n t .

As e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  d u p l i c a t e  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s ,  t h e i r  commen ts  w e r e  d i v i d e d  somewhe re  b e tw e e n  comments 
t h a t  w e r e  ge rmane  t o  SB 509 and  t h a t  w h i c h  was  n o t :  More  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a c t i c e  o r  p r a c t i c e  w i t h o u t  r e f e r r a l .  I  w i l l  f u r t h e r  
a d d r e s s  t h a t  i s s u e  i n  my s u m m a t i o n .

I  f o u n d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  w h i c h  d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e d  SB 509 t o  b e  
t y p i c a l l y  b i a s  i n  n a t u r e ,  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  p r o t e c t i v e .  M i g h t  I  g i v e  t h e

A f t e r  t h e  1981 A . G . ' s  o p i n i o n  l e t t e r ,  D r .  Gene K rem e r  and  I ,  a s  
i n v i t e d  g u e s t s  o f  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  made a p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  
th em .  We s p e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two h o u r s  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  i s s u e  a t  h a n d .  We 
s p e n t  much t im e  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n t e r p r o f e s s i o n  com­
m u n i c a t i o n .  We f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  P . T . ' s  w e r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t o t a l l y  
i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  C h i r o p r a c t i c  p r o f e s s i o n .  They  knew n o t h i n g  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t  o r  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e .  We a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  v o i d s .  We, 
t h e  A l a s k a  C h i r o p r a c t i c  S o c i e t y ,  h a v e  w a i t e d  f o r  some f u r t h e r  c o n t a c t  o v e r  
t h e s e  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  o u r  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o r t h c o m i n g .

T h e i r  l a c k  o f  v o l u n t a r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  w h a t  p e r c i p i t a t e d  o u r  
e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  SB 509.

RE: SB 509 l i

c o m m i t t e e  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y .

Health Through Chiropractic
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We, t h e  A l a s k a  C h i r o p r a c t i c  S o c i e t y ,  h a v e  e l e c t e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  
t h e  p r o b l e m  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m .

On t h e  N a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
i s  c u r r e n t l y  e n j o i n e d  a s  d e f e n d a n t s  i n  a  c l a s s  a c t i o n  s u i t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  f o r  t h e i r  a n t i t r u s t / r e s t r a i n t  
o r  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s .  The  c a s e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  l e v e l .  And ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O s t e o p a t h i c  and  A m e r i c a n  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  d i d  
s e t t l e  p r i o r  t o  t r i a l ,  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  s t e a d f a s t l y  h e l d  w i t h  
t h e  A .M . A . , f r om  w h i c h  t h e y  d e r i v e  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  k e e p .

The A . C . S .  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t a k e n  b y  t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  i s  p u r e l y  an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e i r  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c y  w h i c h  
w a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e i r  m embe r s '  t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .  The 
N a t i o n a l  Code o f  E t h i c s ,  i f  q u o t e d  v e r b a t u m ,  sm a c k s  o f  R e s t r a i n t  o f  T r a d e  
i n  i t s e l f .

The C h i r o p r a c t i c  P r o f e s s i o n  i s  somewha t  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p i s t s ,  o u r s  b e i n g  f o u n d e d  i n  1895. Our e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  w h i c h  
w e r e  a l l u d e d  t o  a t  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e ,  a r e  s t a n d a r d  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  U nde r  
t h e  U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  t h e  C o u n c i l  on C h i r o p r a c t i c  
E d u c a t i o n ,  w ho se  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i t  i s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e s e s  s t a n d a r d s .

A l l  C h i r o p r a c t i c  C o l l e g e s  r e q u i r e  f o r  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  two 
y e a r s  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  o r  S c i e n c e s  w h i c h  m u s t  i n c l u d e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s .  They  a r e :  G e n e r a l  o r
I n o r g a n i c  C h e m i s t r y  - 6 s e m e s t e r  o r  9 q u a r t e r  h o u r s  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  w i t h  
a s s o c i a t e d  l a b o r a t o r y ;  O r g a n i c  C h e m i s t r y  - 6 s e m e s t e r  o r  9 q u a r t e r  h o u r s  
w i t h  l a b o r a t o r y ;  B i o l o g y  - 6 s e m e s t e r  o r  9 q u a r t e r  h o u r s  w i t h  l a b o r a t o r y ;
P h y s i c s  - 6 s e m e s t e r  o r  9 q u a r t e r  h o u r s  w i t h  l a b o r a t o r y ;  a n d  3 s e m e s t e r  
h o u r s  o f  P s y c h o l o g y .  The b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  60 s e m e s t e r  o r  90 q u a r t e r  h o u r s  
w o u l d  b e  t h e  g e n e r a l  l o w e r  d i v i s i o n a l  s t u d i e s .

T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t e e n  C h i r o p r a c t i c  C o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  a l l  h a v i n g  t h e  same p r e - e n t r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and  h a v i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
t h e  same o v e r a l l  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  w i t h  a  D o c t o r  
o f  C h i r o p r a c t i c  D e g r e e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  may be  a  s m a l l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  
f r om  c o l l e g e  t o  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  c o r e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  s e t  down b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  on 
C h i r o p r a c t i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  a t l e a s t  4400 c l a s s  room h o u r s  i n  l e n g t h ,  
w h i c h  c om pu t e s  t o  4 a c a d e m i c  y e a r s  p l u s .

I am sending along the only College Cataloge in my possession from 
a Philosophically conservative institution (narrow scope of practice philosophy.)

One of the points of view presented by the physical therapists during 
the teleconference was diagnosis and differential-- diagnosis. These are not 
interchangeable terms and should not be confused as they appear to have been 
by the P.T.'s.
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As primary health care providers and primary portals 
of entry into the health care field for many patients, it is 
essential that we as chiropractors, have the ability to determine 
whether or not the symptoms manifested by the patient are those 
which would be treated best by the chiropractic discipline or 
medical discipline.

To that end, you will note in the college subject outline, 
under both various systemic diagnosis courses and chiropractic 
procedures, many hours are attributed to diagnosing in general 
and a goodly amount of hours for specific differential diagnosis.

This should answer the question on general and differential 
diagnosis. The area which maybe more specific for the physical 
therapists is covered under course number PP322, which would 
indicate the ability to recognize the probem (diagnose) and 
indicate both type and frequency of the chosen therapy.

To validate the knowledge acquired by successful 
Chiropractic students, we do not rely upon the testing programs 
of the individual institutions. In all States, before the graduate 
Chiropractor can obtain a .'license to practice, he must successfully 
be certified by the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners 
which is administered in two parts, the second includes Physical 
Therapy, clinical diagnosis and differential diagnosis and is 
an extremely, comprehensive test of the doctors's knowledge.
And finally, each individual State retains the right to examine 
the doctor in both written and practical forms; Alaska also 
requires written, and or, practical physio therapy.

Our educational, professional educational standard, 
and testing procedures are on par with both medical and osteopathic 
doctors, and all, greatly surpass those of the Physical Therapist.

I feel that the expressed concerns of the physical 
therapist is very shallow and without practical merit. I feel 
that the patient referred for P.T. will arrive with a diagnosis 
and treatment outline in hand.

This is contrary to what I have been told by the P.T.'s 
to "isolate and treat" the problem. It is interesting that by 
law the MD is responsible for the diagnosis and treatment for, 
and he does not generally do so. And the P.T., who by law cannot 
diagnose and treat human ailments, does.
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The P.T.'s seem to think that either we cannot or 
do not use standard medical terminology which they can understand 
or vice versa. Those are simple misunderstandings and mechanically 
things which I doubt have any real bearing on the problem; and if 
it did, could easily be overcome.

Medicine has traditionally denied rhat what Chiro­
practors do, has any bearing on the patients health, and have denied 
the principle of our philosophical attitude towards health; saying 
in essence, spinal adjustments, spinal manipulations, spinal mobil­
ization, do no good at all. Fortunate for us, most likely, because 
it is the basis upon which we practice; it is or specialty and we 
would hope to preserve our specialty as being seperate and distinct 
and nonduplicatable by other professions. This includes the Physi­
cal Therapists. It is my understanding that P.T., in its overall 
application, is supportive therapy; and augmentation to primary 
care. Spinal manipulation or adjustments are under the current 
scope of practice of the primary care physicians- the Chiropractors.

We would be in favor of including the terminology 
preventing spinal joint mobilization because on a National level 
P.T.'s have been slipping that term in their own definitions, 
which then allows them to manipulate the joints of the spine, a 
practice of Chiropractic.

The Alaska Chiropractic Society seeks a change in 
the scope of practice, defined by Alaska Statute which governs 
Physical Therapists, which would encompass this thought.

That they may not incorporate or practice any form 
of joint mobilization of the spine, spinal column, or its immediate 
articulations by hand.

This would allow them to continue to utilize 
macanotherapy, traction, etc., but preclude then from duplicating, 
or emulating Chiropractic treatment of spinal conditions, which 
are done almost exclusively by hand when treated by a Chiropractic 
physician.

Since they appear to lack any great understanding 
of spinal biomechanics and spinal orthopedics, we feel that as a 
safegaurd to the public, they not be encouraged. On the other hand, 
they seem to have a fair grasp of other arthrodeal joints of lesser 
complication,i e ., shoulders, elbows, wrists, phalanges, knees, an­
kles and possibly jaws. I say of lesser complication to mean that 
although when treated, there is a much lesser likelihood that there 
will also be a neurophysiological reaction.
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It is unfortunate then, that the Physical Therapists 
seem to get stuck on their own bias about recieving patient 
referrals from Chiropractic physicians.

Chiropractic physicians as a whole, I do believe, have 
little trouble understanding what the Physical Therapists do 
and where their usefulness in the delivery system is. Since 
the patient is held in the highest regard, we only want to 
provide the best for them. And ±f we wish the patient to receive 
our own care, we wish to have that ability.

There is something to be said for convenience of care, 
also we would like to be able to refer a patient to P.T. without 
having to have the patient chase across town, but down the hall 
would be acceptable. It is for that reason that most physical 
therapists are directly associated with medical orthopods or 
hospitals.

Whether the P.T.'s wish to function independently, 
or without referral, is a different question than is addressed 
in SB 509. I feel they felt that it was opportune to address 
the issue, if their statuce was going to be opened up.

They were great on citing national trend, and national 
P.T. association opinions. It was their national association's 
opinion that they couldn't accept chiropractic referrals, that 
they didn't want to be employed by M.D.'s. They, however, 
cited one state whose law said M.D.'s could not employ P.T.'s 
and six states in which they could work without referral, and 
I believe, twenty-one states that currently allow them to 
"Initially treat a patient."

Our position is that it would be an extremely difficult 
situation. In order for them to do an adequate and safe job, 
they would still have to rely upon such indentifiers as differential 
diagnosis, specific diagnosis, x-ray interpretation, laboratory 
test summations and interpretations, and a meriade of other issues. 
Public safety would be an issue.

I think they function well within the system they are 
currently in, save the additional referral/employment base from 
the chiropractic physician.
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Thank you for your consideration of this additional 
testimony.

Sincerely yours,

ALASKA CHIROPRACTIC SOCIETY

Jon J. Godfrey, D.C., 
President

JJG/kds
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D K P A R T N E ^ T  O F  C O M M E R C E  &  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

March 16, 1984

POUCHD
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99011 
PHONE: (907) 465-2534

[BE.CEJVEQ

MAR 1  9 1984 

ifosephson,
Honorable Joseph P. Josephson
Chair,nan, Senate Committee on

Health, Education & Social 

Services 
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Josephson:

Re: Senate Bill 509 - An Act Relating to the
Practice of Physical Therapy

The signators of this correspondence are all members of the Alaska 
State Physical Therapy Board. Although we would have preferred to 
meet with you and your committee in person, budget restrictions 

prevent this. We would ask that when this piece of legislation is 

heard before your committee strong consideration be given to making 
the legislative teleconference network available. We would be 

more than willing to testify.

As the State licensing board for physical therapists, we are opposed 
to Senate Bil1 509.

It is imperative that you are advised that the State physical therapy 
profession and this board did not seek this legislative change and 
are uncertain as to who might have. We have never been contacted or 
requested for support or professional information in its adoption.

We would further note that the legislation is a change to statutory 
authority and inandace under AS 08.84. The entire intent of the 
legislation, apparently, is to add the word "chiropractic" as it 

appears on lines 13 and 14 of the proposed bill. Since we have never- 
been advised or consulted in regard to this legislation, we could 
only assume that your requesters are attempting to require another 

licensed profession to concede to their demands.

There is a definite philosophical difference ir, the approach to the 
practice of the healing arcs by the chiropractors in relation to 
physical therapists and traditional medicine.

Historically, it has been the consensus that physical therapists do 
not desire to become involved with the chiropractic profession in 
filling prescriptions or being under the direction of a chiropractor 

because of what we identify as their insufficient medical training 
and diagnostic approach.

0 B - H 8 L H
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The physical therapy profession by law accepts prescriptions and 
directions from the traditional medical profession. Presently, 
chiropractors have the statutory ability to practice a form of 
physical therapy that is classified as physiotherapy, and it seems 

unnecessary for them to refer patients to physical therapists.

We would request that the legislators, in accepting testimony in 
regard to the subject matter, be aware of the fact that this has 
been a contention by members of the chiropractic profession since 
early in 1980. There have never been consumer complaints in regard 

to the physical therapists refusing to fill prescriptions or follow 
the directions of medical practitioners. We would also encourage 
the legislators to review the intent of the chiropractors in their 

endeavors to require another legally mandated and statutorily author­
ized profession to be required to fill prescriptions or follow direc­
tions from a profession they do not agree with in theory or practice.

Again, we would ask that, at the time of hearing of Senate Bill 509, 

you give all consideration to using the legislative teleconference 
network and providing the physical therapy profession the oppor­
tunity to respond to you with their own opinions. Again, we would 
like to point out that this board has never been approached nor con­

sulted by the chiropractic profession or the Chiropractic Board of 
Examiners in Alaska. We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss 
our differences with members of your staff at your convenience.

Thank you for consideration of our position.

By:

State Physical Therapy Board

Emmet £ J. BpTdt, LPT, 

Board Member Board M e m b e r ^

E. Budd Simpson, Boara Member Morris R. Horning, MU 
(Public Member) Board Member

saM/4



Barbara Sm ith, LPT  
Linda O lm stead, LPT  
Diane Olson, LPT  
Denice Blefgen, LPT

March 22, 1984

Senator Victor Fischer,

I am concerned about Senate Bill #509, which proposes to add 
Chiropractors to those practitioners who may refer patients for 
physical therapy treatment.

My opposition with referrals from chiropractors is their practice 
does not emanate from a medical/scientific basis. Their philosophy 
is that all healing begins with a properly adjusted vertebral 
column. The medical community challenges this at least in part 
since no reprcducable research has given this approach any 
validity. On the other hand, the profession of physical therapy 
has grown out of the medical profession and follows the traditional 
medical approach. Physical therapy is accepted and endorsed 
by the American Medical Association, whereas Chiropractors never 
have been acknowledged by the A M A .

In addition, I feel that this move would be a regression to the 
practice of physical therapy, as there is a nation wide move 
for physical therapists to practice without physican referral.
This is presently law in six states and in more than fifteen 
states therapist may evaluate, but not treat without referral.

I feel that in the interest of continued advancement of the 
physical therapy profession, that Alaska also strive toward 
physical therapy practice without physician referral.

Sincerely,

t / Q fa fii.(9 (& m  J p t
Diane Olson LPT

Professional

Physica l Therapy 

Services

4120 Laurel Street, Suite 103 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

(907) 562-0606
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