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POSITION PAPER

SENATE BILL NO. 483

"An Act relating to premarital blood tests; and providing for an effective
date."

This Bill amends AS 25.05.101 by adding a new subsection stating that a blood
test for syphilis 1is not required for the issuance of a premarital certificate.

In calendar year 1983, a total of 51 cases of syphilis in all stages was
reported. Of these 32 were in the infectious stage. The rate for all cases
of syphilis for 1982 was about 12.2 and 10.4 for 1983. ..ice 1973, Alaska“s
syphilis rate has been consistently lower than the rate for the U.S. as a
whole. The 1980 U.S. rate was 30.38.

Premarital testing is no longer an effective case finding tool. Between 1975
and 1980, a total of about 60,000 premarital specimens were tested with a
yield of on’y two cases of prevv <sly unknown infectious syphilis. In 1982,
one case was found in a total of «>ouc 12,000 premarital tests,. In recent
years, about 65% of new cases of syphilis in Alaska have occurred in the
homosexual population, a group not ordinarily reached through a premarital
testing program. Most cases a*\i detected through self-referral of symptomatic
persons or through epidemiologic investigation of sexual contacts of detected
casus.

Historically, the major puprose of premarital testing was the prevention of
congenital syphilis. The existing Alaska statute became effective in 1949
when syphilis was much more common with over 100 cases per year.

Passage of this Bill would have no effect on VO control efforts in the State.
Prenatal testing will continue as a preventive measure for congenital syphilis.
Syphilis testing will still be available to private health care providers and
to the sexually transmitted disease clinics. Efforts will continue to be
directed at high risk groups and known associates and contacts of person with
the disease in an infectious stage.-

Passage of the repeal of the requirement for premarital blood testing is
supported by the Alaska Public Health Association, the Alaska State Medical
Association, the Alaska State Hospital Association and the Alaska Native
Board of Health. Opposition has been voiced by the Faith Hospital in Glenallen.

The intent of this Bill is similar to that of SB 343, The Department of
Health and Social Services prefers SB 343 because it deletes all references
to the need for premarital health certificates as a condition for the issuance
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of a marriage license while SB 483 leaves intact such references in
AS 25.05.091, AS 25.05.101, AS 25.05.105, AS 25.05.131, AS 25.05.141,
AS 25.05.15i, AS 25.05.181, AS 25.05.201, AS 25.05.221

and AS 25,05.341.

Recommended by:
E.S; RabeaW, M.D. -Director

Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by:
Robert London Smith, Ph.D.

Commissioner
Department of Health and
Social Services

Date: z A -i1/W
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STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

|Revi®sTon Date - , 1934 |
REQUEST 1. FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: SB 433 _ Agency Affected: Health ft Social Servs.
Title: Premarital Blood Tests Program Category Affected: Public Health
Sp~on?or~!  sTnafoy~J~os~eph7fon HTd"/MYbd&rlim~of SubpFngVaiiT(T)“"effected:
Requestor: SenateHESS ~ State Health Services, Laboratory
Date of Request: 2/15/34 Services

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dol lars)
FY 84 FY 85 FY 85 FY 87 FY 881 FY 89

OPERATING

100 PERSONAL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LANDS & STRUCTURES

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

800 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

I CAPIFAL ~To B 0 .3
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I REVENUE LJL.JL L L 1L O 1 J 0 F oo 1

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL o 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 D 1 n

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for Analysis
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Preparod By: Dean "irador * A" Phinome: 465-3090
Divisior Public Health Date: 2/15/84
Approved by Cumi .iissiuner?” "/ J,L I Dpate: | !

Agency: -0t <l 7 facd 0~ JjLMelnL

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):

Leyislativve Finance

Legislative Sponsor

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83
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