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SENATE HESS COMMITTEE APPROVES 

CHILD CARE CENTERS IN STATE BUILDINGS

JUNEAU, AK. —  When the State of Alaska plans a new office building 

those plans should include space for the children of working parents, ■ 

according to the members of the Senate Health, Education and Social 

Services Committee."' The committee today approved S.B. 247 which requires 

child care centers in new state office buildings and on the campuses of 

the University of Alaska and the state's community colleges.

"The members of the HESS committee believe it is in the public interest

to encourage child care centers in public buildings," said Anchorage Senator

Joe Josephson, chairman of the HESS committee. "It is our understanding

that such centers will increase productivity among state employees who are*

working parents. We also believe it is a good idea to have child care

centers located at' the state's university and community college campuses

to encourage our residents to further their own formal educations," Josephson 

%
said.

i

S.B. 247 requires that the child care centers be privately operated, 

and requires the commissioners of Labor and Commerce and Economic Development 

to determine the need for child care centers in new state office buildings. 

Under the bill, a minimum of 40 children and a maximum of 60 children must 

be served by the centers before they will be included in any of the

(more)



C h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  

p a g e  two

state's plans for new office buildings.

S.B. 247 was originally introduced by Senators Bettye.Eahrenkamp 

(R-Fairbanks); Vic Fischer (D-Anchorage); Jalmar Kerttula (D-Palmer);

Joe Josephson (D-Anchorage); Arliss Sturgulewski (R-Anchorage); and 

Pat Rodey (D-Anchorage).

The legislation also allows the public to make use of the child 

care centers.

"Our intent is to foster productivity among Alaskan working parents, 

encourage them to pursue their formal educations, and to encourage the 

private sector to develop plans for their own child care centers at the 

workplace," Josephsoa said.

He said the draifiatic increase in the number of parents in Alaska’s 

work force prompted the committee's consideration of the legislation.

The members of the Senate IIESS Committee are Senators Vic Fischer, 

Rick Halford (R-Chugiak), Paul Fischer (R-Kenai), and Pappy Moss (D- 

Delta Junction).
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S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  - SB 247

S E C T I O N  1

S E C T I O N  2

S E C T I O N  3

F I N D I N G S  A N D  I N T E N T

A  g o a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  f o s t e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of 
A l a s k a n  w o k e r s  t h r o u g h  q u a l i t y  d a y  c a r e  in or  
n e a r  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  o n  c a m p u s .

T h i s  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  
a d e q u a t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k e r s .

P L A N S  F O R  C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  E X P A N S I O N  O R  R E N O V A T I O N  
o f  a s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  p l a n s  f o r  a 
d a y  c a r e  c e n t e r  f o r  4 0 - 6 0  c h i l d r e n ,  if d e t e r m i n e d  
n e c e s s a r y  u n d e r  (b)

(b) t h e  p e r s o n  r e ^ o o n s i b l e  f o r  w o r k  u n d e r  (a) 
s h a l l  c o n t a c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  of L a b o r  a n d  C & R A  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  if a c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r  is n e c e s s a r y  
b a s e d  o n  n e e d  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s

(c) t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a s s i g n i n g  or 
l e a s i n g  s p a c e  in w h i c h  a l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  c a r e  

c e n t e r  is l o c a t e d  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  C & R A  a n d  
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  p r o v i d e r  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  th e c e n t e r .

(d) u s e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r  is o p e n  to t h e  
p u b l i c .

i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .



May 6, 1983

Testimony in Support of S.B. 247

I am here today to speak in support of Senate Bill No. 247, "An Act relating 

to child care centers in state buildings". S.B. 247 addresses an urgent need of

all working Alaskans who have children the need for quality child care centers.

The critical shortage of such facilities in Alaska imposes great hardship on both 

parents and children. Parents, many of whom must work in order to provide for

their children's basic needs, are faced with the added stress of wondering if their

children are being adequately cared for, worrying about the distance they would 

have to drive to rdspond to an emergency, and feeling guilty about not having more 

time to spend with their children. Children suffer as a result of frequent turnover 

of babysitters, being away from their parents for very long stretches of time, or 

not having opportunities to engage in constructive learning activities directed by 

trained pre-school instructors.

Traditional outlets for providing care to young children, such as leaving them 

with a grandmother or a close neighbor, are largely non-existent in Alaska as so 

much of our population is made up of first generation Alaskans who have moved here 

from other parts of the United States. Many move here because they feel they can

provide a better q u a l’.ty of life for their children in a land of great beauty and

potential.

I, too, belipye Alaska is a land of great beauty and potential. That is why 

my husband and I have chosen to live here, and raise a family. We believe the future 

of Alaska lies in the hands of its children, and that they have the right to quality 

child care. Passage of S.B. 247 will be a signifigant step in alleviating the 

shortage of child care in Alaska. By providing space for child care facilities, 

private enterprise, will be encouraged to provide this much needed service for 

Alaskan children. Parents will be relieved to know their children are being well

(cont.)



cared for, and are close enough to their own workplace that they can see them during 

the day when necessary or desired. Children will benefit from consistent, quality 

care provided by trained personnel. They will feel more secure knowing their parents 

are close by. They will be in an environment conducive to realizing their full potential 

as unique human beings.

I urge passage of S.B. 247. I urge it on behalf of the many Alaskan children 

who are our future.

Katie Hendrickson 
5895 Lemon Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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i O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  F a h r e n k a m p ,  V . F i s c h e r ,
K e r t t u l a ,  et al

IN T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 247 (Rules)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  in state

b u i l d i n g s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  INTE N T .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that it 

is in the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to f o s t e r  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  A l a s k a  w o r k e r s  and 

to e n c o u r a g e  a n d  a s s i s t  A l a s k a  p a r e n t s  to f u r t h e r  t h e i r  o w n  f o r m a l  e d u c a­

tion. T h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  of t h e s e  g o a l s  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d  by  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f a c i l­

ities  for q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  in o r  n e a r  the w o r k p l a c e  a n d  o n  the 

c a m p u s e s  of the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  the s t a t e ' s  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s .  

T o  t h a t  end, this A c t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  the c r e a t i o n  of p r i v a t e l y  r u n  c h i l d  care 

c e n t e r s  in s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s .

(b) It is the i n t e n t  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  th i s  a c t i o n  w i l l  e n c o u r­

age p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  their 

e m p l o y e e s .

* Sec. 2. AS  3 5 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e ad:

Sec. 35. 10.02:,. C H I L D  C A R E  C E N T E R S  IN S T A T E  B U I L D I N G S .  (a) The 

p e r s o n  or a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p l a n n i n g  the c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e x p a n s i o n ,  

or m a j o r  r e r o v a t i o n  o f  a b u i l d i n g  o w n e d  or  l e a s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  shall 

o b t a i n  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m u n i t y  

and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the n e e d  f o r  a c h i l d  care 

c a r t e r  in the b u i l d i n g .  T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  be  b a s e d  on  a n  a s­

s e s s m e n t  of

(1) the c h i l d  c a r e  n e e d s  of  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e e s  

w h o  w o r k  in the b u i l d i n g  or in n e i g h b o r i n g  b u i l d i n g s ;

-1- C S S B  2 4 7 (Rls)
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(2) the c h i l d  c a r e  n e e d s  of  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  or

o t h e r  s c h o o l  f u n c t i o n s  in the b u i l d i n g  or  in n e i g h b o r i n g  b u i l d i n g s ;

c e n t e r  in the b u i l d i n g .

(b) If the D e p a r t m e n t  of  L a b o r  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m u n i t y  

a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  d e t e r m i n e  u n d e r  (a) of  this s e c t i o n  t h a t  a child

s tate, p l a n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e x p a n s i o n ,  or m a j o r  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  the 

b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  p l a n s  for a c h i l d  ca r e  c e n t e r  in the b u i l d i n g .  

T h e  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r  s h a l l  be d e s i g n e d  to m e e t  all l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e­

m e n t s  .

(c) T h e  p e r s o n  or a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for a s s i g n i n g  o r  l e a s i n g

s p a c e  in a b u i l d i n g  in w h i c h  a l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  to b e  l o c a t e d  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  a r d  s h a l l  l e a s e  s p a c e  in the b u i l d i n g  

to a p r i v a t e  c h i l d  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e r  for the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the 

c h i l d  c a r e  center.

(d) U s e  of  a c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r  in a b u i l d i n g  o w n e d  o r  l e a s e d  by

the s t a t e  is o p e n  to the p u b l i c .

(e) T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  (a) a n d  (b) of this s e c t i o n  do n o t  a p p l y

to a b u i l d i n g  l e a s e d  b y  the s t a t e  u n d e r  a p r e - b u i l t  l e a s e  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  r e n o v a t i o n s  f o r  the s t a t e  if the b u i l d i n g  c a n n o t  m e e t  o r  b e  r e n­

o v a t e d  to m e e t  the i n d o o r  a n d  o u t d o o r  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a child 

c a r e  c e n t e r  th a t  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

(f) If the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  d e t e r­

m i n e s  t h a t  m o r e  th a n  one p r o v i d e r  t h a t  is q u a l i f i e d  to o p e r a t e  a c hild

(3) the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l i c e n s e d  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  l o c a t e d  

w i t h i n  a c o n v e n i e n t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the b u i l d i n g ;  a n d

(4) the e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l i t y  of o p e r a t i n g  a c h i l d  care

c a r e  c e n t e r  is n e e d e d  in a b u i l d i n g  that is o w n e d  or  l e a s e d  b y *  the

C S S B  2 4 7 (Rls) - 2 -
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c a r e  c e n t e r  u n d e r  th i s  s e c t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  A d m i n­

i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  i n v i t e  p r o v i d e r s  to s u b m i t  b i d s  o n  a c o m p e t i t i v e  b a s i s  

f o r  a l e a s e  o f  s p a c e  to o p e r a t e  a c h i l d  care c e n t e r  u n d e r  th i s  sec- |

tion. T h e  l e a s e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e n t a l  of s p a c e  at a r a t e  e q u a l  i

iiiiimnrnin^miiM       I
to the a v e r a g e  c o s t  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  s p a c e  l e a s e d  b y  c h i l d  care j

p r o v i d e r s  in the c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  the b u i l d i n g  is l o c a t e d ,  as d e t e r -  !

m i n e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

(g) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(h) In this s e c t i o n

(1) " b u i l d i n g "  m e a n s  a b u i l d i n g  in w h i c h  the s p a c e  o c c u p i e d  

b y  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  is u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  c l e r i c a l ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l ,  or e x e c u t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ;

(2) " l e a s e d "  m e a n s  l e a s e d  u n d e r  a p r e - b u i l t  l e a s e  wi t h  

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e n o v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o r  u n d e r  a l e a s e  f o r  a b u i l d­

in g  to b e  b u i l t  a c c o r d i n g  to s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  " l e a s e d "  does* 

n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  e x i s t i n g  l e a ses.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.- 

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

-3- C S S B  2 A 7 (Rls)



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR
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M a y  5, 1 9 8 3

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

RE: SB 247

S P O N S O R :  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  

P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s :

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  in t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e n o v a t i o n  or 
e x p a n s i o n  of S t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  be  
a s s e s s e d .  S h o u l d  a n e e d  e x i s t ,  l i c e n s a b l e  s p a c e  w i l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  

i n t o  t he  f a c i l i t y .  T h e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  b e  o p e n  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c .

C o m m e n t s :

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  o n s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  in 

S t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s .

C h i l d  c a r e  is o n e  of t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  s m a l l  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  in 

t h e  S t a t e .  But, e v e n  w i t h  t h i s  r a p i d  g r o w t h ,  s u p p l y  h a s  n o t  k e p t  
p a c e  w i t h  d e m a n d .  T h e  d e m a n d  is c a u s e d  b y  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  
n e e d s .  T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f L a b o r  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  in  1 9 8 1 ,  66 
p e r c e n t  of t h e  w o m e n  in A l a s k a  o v e r  16 y e a r s  of a g e  w e r e  a c t i v e  in 
t h e  l a b o r  m a r k e t .  O f  t h e  m o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  6 y e a r s  o f  
ag e ,  50 p e r c e n t  a r e  e m p l o y e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
q u a l i t y ,  c o n v e n i e n t  c h i l d  ca,re p r o v i d e s  fo r  e n t r y  of  m o r e  w o m e n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  s i n g l e  h e a d s  of h o u s e h o l d s ,  i n t o  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e .

N a t i o n a l l y  a n d  in A l a s k a ,  e m p l o y e r - s p o n s o r e d  onsite, c h i l d  c a r e  is 
b e c o m i n g  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u l a r  e m p l o y e e  b e n e f i t .  N e w  f e d e r a l  ta x  

l a w s  a n d  IRS c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  h a v e  a l s o  m a d e  t h i s  a m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  
o p t i o n  fo r e m p l o y e r s .  As o n e  of t h e  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r s  in A l a s k a ,  t h e  

S t a t e  w o u l d  b e  j o i n i n g  s o m e  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a m o d e l  
f o r  o t h e r s  in t h e  f i e l d  of o n s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  h a v e  a f e w  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to p r o c e d u r e s  
o u t l i n e d  in t h e  b i l l .  W e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  
r e q u i r e d  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  a n d  D C R A  n o t  d e l a y  d e s i g n  or 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s c h e d u l e s .  T h r o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c  t i m e l i n e s  a n d  
c l e a r  d e l i n e a t i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  m u s t  b e  o u t l i n e d .
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P a g e  T w o

S p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  D C R A  w i l l  b e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s a t i s f y i n g  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
S e c t i o n  3 5 . 1 0 . 0 2 1 ,  b, 3, " d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l i c e n s e d  
c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a c o n v e n i e n t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ."

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o s u b s e c t i o n  C, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  s e e k  a c h i l d  c a r e  
c o n s u l t a n t  or D e p a r t m e n t  e m p l o y e e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  in t h i s  a r e a  t o  w o r k  
w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  or a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r a s s i g n i n g  or l e a s i n g  
s p a c e .  T h r o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n ,  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a q u a l i f i e d  c o n t r a c t o r  
s h o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  W e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  l o w e s t  

b i d d e r  n o t  b e  t h e  o n l y  c r i t e r i a  u s e d  in d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
a w a r d .

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e r e  is a g r o w i n g  n e e d  f o r  c h i l d  caj.a in A l a s k a .

T h e  S t a t e  o f A l a s k a  as a m a j o r  e m p l o y e r ,  c a n  a c t  as a m o d e l  for 
o t h e r  e m p l o y e r s  in p r o v i d i n g  a s e r v i c e  t h a t  w i l l  h o l d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w o m e n ,  in t h e  w o r k  f o r c e .  S e n a t e  B i l l  24 7  c a n  b e g i n  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  n e e d s .
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M y  n a m e  is L y n n  M c K i n n o n .  M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I a r e  l i f e - l o n g  
A l a s k a n s ,  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  t h r e e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  
p a r e n t s  o f  t w o  boys'. I a m  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  fo r  
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  Y o u n g  C h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I a m  a l s o  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  
c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  C a p i t a l  S c h o o l  a n d  M e m b e r s h i p  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
t h e  J u n e a u  C o - o p e r a t i v e  P r e s c h o o l .

I a m  h e r e  t o d a y  t o  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  247. I w i l l  

t e l l  y o u  w h y  I b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  s t e p s  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  b e c a m e  a b i l l  a n d  w h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  f or  o n - s i t e  
c h i l d  car e.

Q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  m e a n s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  in a l i f e - s a f e  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  h e a l t h y  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  c a r i n g ,  c o m p e t e n t  c a r e ­
g i v e r s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  a q u o t e  f r o m  a r e p o r t  

e n t i t l e d  " C h i l d  W e l f a r e :  D a y  C a r e  of  C h i l d r e n "  b y  T h e r e s a  L a n s b u r g h .

" T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  in d a y  c a r e  is h o w  o p t i m a l  
n u r t u r a n c e  o f  t o d a y ' s  c h i l d r e n  c a n  b e  p r o v i d e d  a t  a t i m e  
w h e n  b o t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t y  a r e  u n d e r­

g o i n g  v a s t  c h a n g e s . . . .  T h i s  c o u n t r y  p r i m a r i l y  h e l p s  
" d a m a g e d "  c h i l d r e n  a n d  b r o k e n  f a m i l i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f or  
f o s t e r  c a r e  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  c o s t  of  t h i s  
p o l i c y  —  s o c i a l ,  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  a n d  in h u m a n  t e r m s  —  is 
g r e a t .  T h e  e a r l y  n u r t u r a n c e  p r o v i d e d  c h i l d r e n  c a n  p r e ­
v e n t  m u c h  o f  t h e  l a t e r  t r a u m a ,  d i s l o c a t i o n ,  a n d  d i s r u p t i o n .
S i n c e  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h i s  
p o l i c y  a l s o  a f f e c t s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  t e s t s  of l e a d e r­
sh i p ,  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h r e a t s  t o  s u r v i v a l .  T o o  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  n o w  g r o w i n g  u p  w i t h o u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d e v e l o p  i n t o  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y . "  H i g h - q u a l i t y  d a y  c a r e  
s e r v i c e s  c a n  b e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  f o r  ftimilies arid 
f o r  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

c r u c i a l  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s . "

In J a n u a r y  I r e a d  in  t h e  E m p i r e  t h a t  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  

a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  fo r  n e w  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h o u s e  state* a g e n c i e s .

Children: Our Investment in the Future
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I t  o c c u r r e d  to m e  t h a t  p l a n s  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  of t h o s e  e m p l o y e d  o u g h t  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h o s e  p l a n s .
I h a d  r e a d  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s f u l  c o r p o r a t e  o n - s i t e  
c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  e m p l o y e r s  a s  w e l l  
as p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  I t h e n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  b i l l s  p r o p o s i n g  
t h i s  i d e a  h a d  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  p a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  b u t  h a d  n o t  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  d e s e r v e d .

W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  s u c c e s s i v e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  

h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  a f r e s h l y  w r i t t e n  p r o p o s a l .  A t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  a l l  
w h o  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  . i n v o l v e d  s h o u l d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c o m e  
l a w  w e r e  a b l e  t o c r i t i q u e  a n d  o f f e r  s u g g e s t i o n s .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n­
c l u d e d  r e p r e s e n t i i t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  
a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  C h i l d  
C a r e  C o a l i t i o n .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  r e v i s e d  t o  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n c e r n s  
e x p r e s s e d  b y  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  i n  a d v a n c e  b y  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  t h a t  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  
s m o o t h l y .  I w i l l  v o l u n t e e r  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  to h e l p  in t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A  r e c e n t  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  c h i l d  c a r e  i n  A l a s k a  p o i n t e d  ou t,  
a m o n g  o t h e r  n e e d s  that: . ; •

1) A l a s k a  h a s  a g r e a t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  n e e d  fo r  c h i l d  c a r e  
s e r v i c e s .

2) D a y  c a r e  is a s o u n d  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  a t  l e a s t
in h e l p i n g  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d .  D a y  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  c a n  r e d u c e  w e l f a r e  
a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s .  Y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  r e a p  l o n g  

t e r m  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  q u a l i t y  p r o g r a m s .

O n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  m a n y  a d v a n t a g e s  to 

t h e  S t a t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e :
1) R e d u c e d  c o s t s  d u e  t o  i m p r o v e d  a b i x i t y  t o  r e c r u i t  h i g h l y  

s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s .  A n  o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  d r a w  m a n y  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  p o o l  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p e r s o n n e l .

2) R e d u c e d  t u r n o v e r  a n d  i m p r o v e d  r e t e n t i o n  o f  e m p l o y e e s .
T h e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  e n a b l e  w e l l - t r a i n e d  s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o m e n ,  t o  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  s t a f f .

Children: Our Investment in the Future
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3) M o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t r a i n i n g .  B y  r e t a i n i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f  t h e  
S t a t e  w o u l d  b u i l d  o n  p r i o r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s t a f f .

4) H a p p i e r  e m p l o y e e s  w h o - w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  
e m p l o y e e s .

A d v a n t a g e s  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d e :
1) R e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  a n x i e t y  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w o r k d a y .  

P a r e n t s '  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  in c a s e  o f  

e m e r g e n c y  h e l p s  r e l i e v e  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  p e a c e  o f  m i n d .
2) T h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  o n - s i t e  c a r e  r e d u c e s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  s t r e s s  

f r o m  s c h e d u l i n g  p r o b l e m s  a n d  l e a v e s  m o r e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d .

3) N e a r n e s s  t o  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a l l o w s  f o r  m o r e  t i m e  d u r i n g  l u n c h  
f o r  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  t o  b e  t o g e t h e r .

4) S t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  p a r e n t  i n v o l v e ­
m e n t  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  c h i l d  c a r e .  A  c e n t e r  n e a r  t h e  
w o r k p l a c e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .

5) W o m e n  c o u l d  r e t u r n  to e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  
s o o n e r ,  a n d  if t h e y  c h o s e ,  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  n u r s e  t h e i r  
b a b i e s .

| ( • \ ’ I I \ 1 f

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  f a m i l y  h a s  c h a n g e d  
d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c  n e c e s s i t y  d i c t a t i n g  t h a t  m a n y  w o m e n  h a v e  p a s s e d  

t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  a c h o i c e  a b o u t  e n t e r i n g  o r  c o n t i n u i n g  
in t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a f f e c t  a l l  A l a s k a n s  by  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a c o n t i n u e d  c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  in s u p p o r t i n g  
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t h e  e n r i c h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l ,  p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  Y e s,  i t  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  S t a t e  m o n e y  i n i t i a l l y  
f o r  t h e  s p a c e  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in b u i l d i n g  p l a n s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  q u o t e  
a n  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  F o x - C h a s e  
M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e g a r d i n g  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s :

" R e t i r e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  c a n  c o s t  f r o m  89: t o  1 09  o f  
t o t a l  d i r e c t  p a y r o l l ,  a n d  b a s i c  f a m i l y  d e n t a l  p l a n s  w i l l  

g e n e r a l l y  r a n g e  f r o m  19 to 1 . 5 %  o f  t h e  s a m e  p a y r o l l  b a s e .

I n c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o g r a m  a t  F o x - C h a s e  is e x p e c t e d  

to d r a w  .5% o f  d i r e c t  p a y r o l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o p e r a t i n g  
c o s t s ,  p l u s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  .3% o f  p a y r o l l  f o r  i n i t i a l  s e e d  
m o n e y .  If t h i s  p r o g r a m  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e c r e a s e s  t u r n o v e r ,
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i n c r e a s e s  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  
t h e n  t h e  c o s t - b e n e f i t  r a t i o  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t  indeed.'1

S e n a t e  B i l l  2 4 7  a l l o w s  o n l y  f o r  s p a c e  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  

f a c i l i t y .  T h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  p r i m a r i l y  
b e  b o r n  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o v i d e r  c o n t r a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e .

I q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  w e  c a n  a f f o r d  n o t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  
v a l u a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  w i l l  c l o s e  w i t h  a n n l e r  q u o t e  b y  A r n o l d  H i a t t ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t r i d e  R i t e  C e n t e r  o n  co;* o r a t e  p r e m i s e s :

"All o f  t o d a y ' s  d e l i n q u e n t s  w e r e  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  y e a r  
o l d s  a s h o r t  t i m e  a g o .  E f f o r t s  t o  t r a i n  h a r d - c o r e  u n ­

e m p l o y a b l e s  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e l y  f u t i l e .  O u r  t a x  d o l l a r s  
p r o v i d e  m e r e l y  c u s t o d i a l  c a r e .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t e a c h i n g  a 
c h i l d  t o  s i n g ,  t o  g r o w  a n d  t o  t r u s t  p e e r s  a n d  a d u l t s  in 
a p o s i t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  is s m a l l  in c o m p a r i s o n . *

C h i l d r e n  a r e  o u r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .  T h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  c h i l d  c a r e  h a s  g r e a t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  f o s t e r i n g  o p t i m a l  n u r t u r a n c e  in t h e  f a m i l y .

L y n n  M c K i n n o n  
502 W e s t  1 0 t h  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O FF lC fc ’ O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3601 C S T R E E T  - S U I T E  742 
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99503

MEMO

TO S e n a t e  F i n a n c enan

FROM: K a t h y  M a r s n a l E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

S U B J E C T :  S e n a t e  B i l l  No.

DATE :  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  198A-

Th e  A l a s k a  Women's  C o m m is s io n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p r e s s i n g  

A l a s k a n  p r o b l e m  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  and i n a d e q u a t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  
and c h i l d  c a r e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e r e  i s  a t r e m e n d o u s  need f o r  q u a l i t y ,  

a f f o r d a b l e ,  a c c e s s i b l e  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  e m p lo y e d  p a r e n t s .

N a t i o n a l l y ,  b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  

q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  many 

e m p l o y e e s  a s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n s  and o t h e r  more  t r a d i t i o n a l  
b e n e f i t s .  S t u d i e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  on s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  r e d u c e s  a b s e n t -  

i sm  an d  t u r n o v e r  r a t e s  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  i n  t r e m e n d o u s  s a v i n g s .

Th e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r : ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e l y  run c h i l d  

c a r e  c e n t e r s  i n  S t a t e  b u i l d i n g s .

CC:
S e n a t o r s  
B .  F a h re n k a m p  

V .  F i s c h e r  
J .  K e r t t u l a

A .  S t u r g u l e w s k i  

J .  Josephson^  

P~._ TCodney
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3601 C S T R E E T  - S U I T E  742 
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99503

MEMO

TO:  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

FROM: K a t h y  Ma rs , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

S U B J E C T :  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 2h l  
DATE :  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  198*4

T h e  A l a s k a  Women's  C o m m is s io n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p r e s s i n g  

A l a s k a n  p r o b l e m  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  and i n a d e q u a t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  

and c h i l d  c a r e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e r e  i s  a t r e m e n d o u s  need f o r  q u a l i t y ,  
a f f o r d a b l e ,  a c c e s s i b l e  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  e m p lo y e d  p a r e n t s .

N a t i o n a l l y ,  b o th  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  
q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  many 

e m p l o y e e s  a s  h e c l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n s  and o t h e r  more  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b e n e f i t s ,  S t u d i e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  on s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  r e d u c e s  a b s e n t -  

i s m  and c u r n o v e r  r a t e s  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  i n  t r e m e n d o u s  s a v i n g s .

Th e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e l y  ru n  c h i l d  

c a r e  c e n t e r 1.: i n  S t a t e  b u i l d i n g s .

CC :
S e n a t o r s

B .  Fa h re n k a m p  

V .  F i s c h e r  

J .  K e r t t u l a  
A .  S t u r g u l e w s k i  

J .  J o s e p h s o n  
P .  Rodney
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S u s a n  R. C l a r k ,  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r  
1 1 0 9  C S t r e e t ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

M a y  1 9 8 3

A A U W  s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 4 7  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  in t h e  ax c h i -  \  

t e c t u r a l  p l a n s  o f  m a j o r  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  t h e  s p a c e  f o r  a c h i l d  c a r e  
c e n t e r  f o r  e m p l o y e e s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  w h o  w o r k  in  t h e  

v i c i n i t y .

O u r  s o c i e t y  i s  a t  a p o i n t  w h e r e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  f o r c i n g  

p a r e n t s  i n g r e a t e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  t o  s e e k  e m p l o y m e n t .  O n l y  7 

•years a g o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  n a t i o n a l l y  m o r e  w o m e n  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  e m p l o y e d  t h a n  w e r e  w o r k i n g  a t  h o m e  (a r i s e  f r o m  1 8%  t o  54% 
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ) . N o w  in A l a s k a  a l m o s t  50% o f  a l l  w o m e n  
w i t h  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e m p l o y e d .  W o m e n  s e e k  m e a n i n g f u l  e m p l o y­

m e n t  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  m e n  d o  - o u t  o f  e c o n o m i c  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  o u t  

o f  a n e e d  t o  l e a d  c o n t r i b u t i n g ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  li v e s .
N o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e g u n ,  i n  A l a s k a  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  o u t l a w  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  w o m e n  in e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w o m e n  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  

o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  a r e  t a k i n g  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p u r s u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

g o a l s  - g o a l s  t h a t  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  m a n y  i n c l u d e  l e s s  t i m e  s p e n t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  p a r e n t i n g .  W o m e n  w h o  d o  c h o o s e  p a r e n t i n g  a l s o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  u s u a l l y  o c c u p i e s  b u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e i r  a d u l t  
l i f e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  l e a s t  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  f o r  

t h e  e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h a t  o t h e r  t w o - t h i r d s .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  n e e d  f o r  t w o - p a r e n t  i n c o m e s ,  
w e  h a v e  a h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  w h o s e  l a c k  of  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

f or  c h i l d  c a r e  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  e a r n i n g  a l i v i n g  o r  s t u d y i n g  t o  e a r n  

o n e  i s  o f t e n  a c u t e .  I p o i n t  o u t  t h e s e  f a c t s  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  
k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  d a y  c a r e  f o r  i n f a n t s ,  p r e s c h o o l e r s ,  a n d  

b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  s c h o o l  is n o w  a f a c t  o f  l i f e  in o u r  s o c i e t y  as a 
w h o l e  a n d  e v e n  m o r e  s o  i n  A l a s k a  w h e r e  a l m o s t  o n e - h a l f  of a l l  o u r  
f a m i l i e s  h a v e  p r e - s c h o o l e r s .  B u t  e v e n  t h o u g h  m o r e  p a r e n t s  a r e  
w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c h i l d  c a r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  e n v i e d ,  a n d  i n  n o  w a y  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .  G i v e n  o u r  
n e e d  a n d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a. c i t i z e n s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  
is a d e q u a t e l y  n u r t u r e d  a s  w e l l  as e d u c a t e d ,  w e  m u s t  as  c i t i z e n s  

c o n c e r n  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a f f o r d a b l e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  
a c c e s s i b l e  q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  f o r  p a r e n t s  w h o  m u s t  a l s o  e a r n  a l i v i n g .

T h e  i s s u e s  in t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p r o p o s a l  b e f o r e  y o u  a r e  1) t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  c h i l d  c a r e  w h i l e  p a r e n t s  a r e  e m p l o y e d ,  a n d  2) s u p p c r t  

o f  ft\milies a s  t h e y  a s s u m e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in r a i s i n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .  T h a t  a b e n e f i t  a l s o  e x i s t s  t o  a n  e m p l o y e r  i n  t e r m s  of 
l o w e r  a b s e n t e e i s m  a n d  r e d u c e d  e m p l o y e e  t u r n o v e r ,  is b u t  d e l i g h t f u l  

f a l l o u t  t o  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e s  o f  q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  

f a m i l y .

O n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  s p e a k s  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  P i c t u r e  th e  
a v e r a g e  e m p l o y e d  f a m i l y  w i t h  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e r e  

p a r e n t s  c a n  f i n d  a v a c a n c y  i n  a d e q u a t e  p r e s c h o o l  c a r e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  

a f f o r d ;  d e p e n d i n g  o n  the n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  f a m i l y  n e e d i n g  

dJfferer.t k i n d s  o f  c a r e  (a s c h o o l  c h i l d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  u s u a l l y  

m u s t  r e c e i v e  c a r e  n e a r  t h e  s c h o o l ) ; d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of
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e a c h  p a r e n t ' s  j o b ,  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  r u s h  h o u r  t r a f f i c ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  
a l l  t h i s  s c h e d u l i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m u s t  b e  d o n e  in a s i n g l e  

f a m i l y  c a r  o r  e v e n  o n  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
d a i l y  l o g i s t i c s  c a n  e a s i l y  a d d  o n e  h o u r  o r  m o r e  t o  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  \
8 h o u r  d a y.  F o r  a p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d  w h o s e  w a k i n g  d a y  i s  n o r m a l l y  12 

h o u r s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  c h i l d - p a r e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  
t o  two  h o u r s  t h a t  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o n e s  w h e r e  b o t h  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  
a r e  t i r e d ,  h u n g r y  a n d  r u s h e d .  L a t e s t  f i g u r e s  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  
p a r e n t  s p e n d s  b u t  17 m i n u t e s  a d a y  a c t u a l l y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  h i s  or  
h e r  c h i l d  - 14 m i n u t e s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  s p e n t  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  c h i l d  to  
d o  s o m e t h i n g .  F a t h e r s  g e n e r a l l y  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  s h a v i n g  t h a n  t h e y  

d o  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n !

O n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  r e d u c e s  d r a s t i c a l l y  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l o g i s­

t i c s  g i v i n g  p a r e n t s  t h e  m a x i m u m  t i m e  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  
w o r k ,  b u t  a l s o  a d d s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r  - p a r e n t s  w h o s e  

c h i l d r e n  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  a r e  p r o v i d e d  
w i t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  o p t i o n  o f  1) s p e n d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  w i t h  
t h e i r  c h i l d  d u r i n g  s c h e d u l e d  b r e a k s  i n  t h e  w o r k  d a y  o r  a t  lu nc h,  
a n d  2) b e i n g  a b l e  t o  o b s e r v e  f i r s t  h a n d  a n d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  d a y  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c a r e  p r o g r a m .  F o r  t o o  m a n y  
p a r e n t s ,  t h e  o n l y  k n o w l e d g e  t h e y  r e a l l y  h a v e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  

d a y  c a r e  s i t u a t i o n  is w h a t  t h e y  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  a t  d r o p ­
o f f  a n d  p i c k - u p  t i m e ,  a n d  g i v e n  t h e  l a c k  o f  o p t i o n s  m a n y  p a r e n t s  h a v e ,  

m a n y  j u s t  t r u s t  t o  l u c k  t h a t  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  is s a t i s f a c t o r y .

T h e s e  t w o  p o i n t s  ( t i m e  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i t  t h e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

b u t  a l s o  h e l p  ar. t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  p r o g r a m  

in g e n e r a l .  S t u d i e s  h a v e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  p r o v e n  t h a t  h i g h  p a r e n t a l  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a n y  c h i l d - c a r e  p r o g r a m  p r o d u c e s  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  o f  
c a r e .  N o t  o n l y  d o  p a r e n t s  u s i n g  o n - s i t e  c a r e  k n o w  m o r e  f u l l y  

w h a t  t h e i r  c h i a r e n  a r e  d o i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  t h e r e b y  e x e r t i n g  m o r e  
c o n t r o l ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  v i s i t a t i o n  t h e y  a l s o  h e l p  to i n c r e a s e  t h e  s t a f f -  

c h i l d  r a t i o  d u r i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  w h i c h  t h u s  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  a m o u n t  

of i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n  e a c h  c h i l d  c a n  r e c e i v e . «a

B e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e r  o r  s c h o o l  r e s u l t  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  p a r e n t s '  

i n c r e a s e d  p e a c e  o f  m i n d ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  s t a b l e  c h i l d  c a r e  
s i t u a t i o n .  P a r e n t s  r e l y i n g  o n  s i t t e r s  f i n d  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  r e l i ­

a b l e  o n e s  h a v e  s i c k  d a y s  o r  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  t u r n o v e r  of 
f a m i l y  d a y  c a r e  h o m e  p r o v i d e r s  is s t a r t l i n g l y  h i g h .  A  s u b s t a n t i a l  
n u m b e r  o f  w o r k  d a y s  a r e  c o n s u m e d  n o t  in c a r i n g  f o r  a s i c k  c h i 1d, 

b u t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  c a r e  w h e n  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r o v i d e r  c a n  n o t  o r  w h e n  

t h a t  p e r s o n  a b r u p t l y  s e e k s  o t h e r  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  r e s p i t e .

A  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  t o w a r d  o n - s i t e  or  a d j a c e n t  c h i l d  c a r e  h a s  

b e g u n .  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  e v e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  n e e d  i n  h i s  S t a t e  of 

t h e  U n i o n  m e s s a g e  t h i s  y e a r .  O v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  t h e  I R S  lias p e r ­

m i t t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  d e d u c t  thi- e x p e n s e s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a c h i l d  c a r e  
f a c i l i t y ,  b u t  t o o  f e w  b u s i n e s s e s  h a v e  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h a t  
p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  m a y  h a v e  e x p i r e d  i n  1 9 8 2 (and n e e d s  t o  b e  r e i n s t a t e d ) .

O n e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  is t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s t a t e  to 

t a k e  a l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e ,  i n c o u r a g i n g  p r i v a t e  
e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o l l o w  s u i t .

A A U W  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  u r g e s  p r o m p t  a c t i o n .
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M y  n a m e  is L y n n  M c K i n n o n .  M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I a r e  l i f e - l o n g  
A l a s k a n s ,  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  t h r e e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  
p a r e n t s  o f  t w o  b o y s .  I a m  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  Y o u n g  C h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I a m  a l s o  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  
c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  C a p i t a l  S c h o o l  a n d  M e m b e r s h i p  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
t h e  J u n e a u  C o - o p e r a t i v e  P r e s c h o o l .

I a m  h e r e  t o d a y  t o  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  247. I w i l l  

t e l l  y o u  w h y  I b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  s t e p s  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  b e c a m e  a b i l l  a n d  w h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  f o r  o n - s i t e  
c h i l d  car e.

Q u a l i t y  c h i l d  c a r e  m e a n s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  in a l i f e - s a f e  
d e v e l o p m e n t s l l y  h e a l t h y  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  c a r i n g ,  c o m p e t e n t  c a r e ­
g i v e r s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  a q u o t e  f r o m  a r e p o r t  
e n t i t l e d  " C h i l d  W e l f a r e :  D a y  C a r e  o f  C h i l d r e n "  b y  T h e r e s a  L a n s b u r g h .

" T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  in d a y  c a r e  is h o w  o p t i m a l  
n u r t u r a n c e  o f  t o d a y ' s  c h i l d r e n  c a n  b e  p r o v i d e d  a t  a t i m e  
w h e n  b o t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t y  a r e  u n d e r ­
g o i n g  v a s t  c h a n g e s . . . .  T h i s  c o u n t r y  p r i m a r i l y  h e l p s  
" d a m a g e d "  c h i l d r e n  a n d  b r o k e n  f a m i l i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
f o s t e r  c a r e  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  
p o l i c y  —  s o c i a l ,  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  a n d  in  h u m a n  t e r m s  —  is 
g r e a t .  T h e  e a r l y  n u r t u r a n c e  p r o v i d e d  c h i l d r e n  c a n  p r e ­
v e n t  m u c h  o f  t h e  l a t e r  t r a u m a ,  d i s l o c a t i o n ,  a n d  d i s r u p t i o n .
S i n c e  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h i s  
p o l i c y  a l s o  a f f e c t s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a b i l i t y  to m e e t  t h e  t e s t s  o f  l e a d e r­
sh i p ,  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h r e a t s  to  s u r v i v a l .  T o o  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  n o w  g r o w i n g  u p  w i t h o u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y .  H i g h - q u a l i t y  d a y  c a r e  
s e r v i c e s  c a n  b e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  
fo r  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

c r u c i a l  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s . "

In J a n u a r v  I r e a d  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  t h a t  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  
announced, planr* f o r  n e w  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h o u s e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s .
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I t  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  p l a n s  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  t h o s e  e m p l o y e d  o u g h t  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h o s e  p l a n s .
I h a d  r e a d  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s f u l  c o r p o r a t e  o n - s i t e  
c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  e m p l o y e r s  as w e l l  
as p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  I t h e n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  b i l l s  p r o p o s i n g  
t h i s  i d e a  h a d  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  p a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  b u t  h a d  n o t  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  d e s e r v e d .

W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  s u c c e s s i v e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  

h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  a f r e s h l y  w r i t t e n  p r o p o s a l .  A t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  a l l  
w h o  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  . i n v o l v e d  s h o u l d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c o m e  
la w  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c r i t i q u e  a n d  o f f e r  s u g g e s t i o n s .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n­
c l u d e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  
a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  C h i l d  
C a r e  C o a l i t i o n .  T h e  b i l l  v/as r e v i s e d  to b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n c e r n s  
e x p r e s s e d  b y e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  in a d v a n c e  by a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  t h a t  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  
s m o o t h l y .  I w i l l  v o l u n t e e r  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  to h e l p  in t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A r e c e n t  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  c h i l d  c a r e  in A l a s k a  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  
a m o n g  o t h e r  n e e d s  that: I ■ ;

1) A l a s k a  h a s  a g r e a t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  n e e d  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  
s e r v i c e s .

2) D a y  c a r e  is a s o u n d  i n v e s t m e n t  f or t h e  S t a t e ,  a t  l e a s t
in  h e l p i n g  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d .  D a y  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  c a n  r e d u c e  w e l f a r e  
a n d  the n e e d  f o r  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s .  Y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  r e a p  lo ng  
t e r m  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  q u a l i t y  p r o g r a m s .

O n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  m a n y  a d v a n t a g e s  to 

t h e  S t a t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e :
1) R e d u c e d  c o s t s  d u e  t o  i m p r o v e d  a b i l i t y  t o  r e c r u i t  h i g h l y  

s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s .  Ar: o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  d r a w  m a n y  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  p o o l  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p e r s o n n e l .

2) R e d u c e d  t u r n o v e r  a n d  i m p r o v e d  r e t e n t i o n  of e m p l o y e e s .
T h e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  e n a b l e  w e l l - t r a i n e d  s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o f e s s x o n a l  w o m e n ,  t o  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  s t a f f .
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3) M o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t r a i n i n g .  B y  r e t a i n i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f  t h e  
S t a t e  w o u l d  fcmild o n  p r i o r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s t a f f .

4) H a p p i e r  e m p l o y e e s  w h o - w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  

e m p l o y e e s .

A d v a n t a g e s  for p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i r c l u d e :
1) R e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  a n x i e t y  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w o r k d a y .  

P a r e n t s '  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  in c a s e  of  
e m e r g e n c y  h e l p s  r e l i e v e  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  p e a c e  o f  m i n d .

2) T h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  o n - s x t e  e a r n  r e d u c e s  t h e  inherent, s t r e s s  
f r o m  s c h e d u l i n g  p r o b l e m s  a n d  l e a v e s  m o r e  t i m e  for t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d .

3) N e a r n e s s  t o  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a l l o w s  Cor m o r e  t i m e  d u r i n g  l u n c h  
f o r  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  to b e  t o g e t h e r .

4) S t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  p a r e n t  i n v o l v e­
m e n t  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c h i l d  c a r e .  A  c e n t e r  n e a r  t h e  
w o r k p l a c e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .

5) Wornon c o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  
s o o n e r ,  a n d  if t h e y  c h o s e ,  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to n u r s e  t h e i r  
b a b i e s . , I

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  f a m i l y  h a s  c h a n g e d  
d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c  n e c e s s i t y  d i c t a t i n g  t h a t  m a n y  w o m e n  h a v e  p a s s e d  
t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  a c h o i c e  a b o u t  e n t e r i n g  o r  c o n t i n u i n g  
in t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a f f e c t  a l l  A l a s k a n s  by 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a c o n t i n u e d  c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  in s u p p o r t i n g  

f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t h e  enricliment o f  s o c i a l ,  p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  Yes , i t  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  S t a t e  m o n e y  i n i t i a l l y  
fo r  t h e  s p a c e  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in b u i l d i n g  p l a n s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to q u o t e  
an  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  o n - s i t e  c h i l d  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  F o x - C h a s e  
M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  in P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e g a r d i n g  c o s t - e f f j c t i v e n e s s :

" R e t i r e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  c a n  c o s t  f r o m  0% to 104 of 
t o t a l  d i r e c t  p a y r o l l ,  a n d  b a s i c  f a m i l y  d e n t a l  p l a n s  w i l l  
g e n e r a l l y  r a n g e  f r o m  1% to 1 . 54  o f  t h e  s a m e  p a y r o l l  b a s e .

In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o g r a m  a t  F o x - C h a s e  is e x p e c t e d  

t o  d r a w  .54 o f  d i r e c t  p a y r o l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o p e r a t i n g  
c o s t s ,  p l u s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  .34 of  p a y r o l l  f o r  i n i t i a l  s e e d  

m o n e y .  If t h i s  p r o g r a m  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e c r e a s e s  t u r n o v e r ,
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i n c r e a s e s  r e t e r t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  

t h e n  t h e  c o s t  b e n e f i t  r a t i o  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t  indeed."

S e n a t e  B i l l  247 a l l o w s  o n l y  f o r  s p a c e  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  + 

f a c i l i t y .  T h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  p r r i l y  
b e  b o r n  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o v i d e r  c o n t r a c t i n g  f or  t h e  s e r v i c e .

I q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  w e  c a n  a f f o r d  n o t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  
v a l u a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  w i l l  c i o s e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  q u o t e  by  A r n o l d  H i a t t ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t r i d e  R i t e  C e n t e r  o n  c o r p o r a t e  p r e m i s e s :

"All o f  t o d a y ' s  d e l i n q u e n t s  w e r e  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  y e a r  

o l d s  a s h o r t  t i m e  a g o .  E f f o r t s  t o  t r a i n  h a r d - c o r e  u n ­
e m p l o y a b l e s  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e l y  f u t i l e .  O u r  ta x  d o l l a r s  
p r o v i d e  m e r e l y  c u s t o d i a l  c a r e .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t e a c h i n g  a 
c h i l d  to s i n g ,  t o  g r o w  a n d  to  t r u s t  p e e r s  a n d  a d u l t s  in 
a p o s i t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  is s m a l l  in comparison.**

C h i l d r e n  a r e  o u r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .  T h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  c h i l d  c a r e  h a s  g r e a t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  f o s t e r i n g  o p t i m a l  n u r t u r a n c e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .

L y n n  M c K i n n o n  

502 W e s t  1 0 t h  
J u n e a u ,  M a s k a  9 9 8 0 1
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T E s r c t t J N Y  b e f o r e  g em a tg  m e ss may 6 , 1933

flood Afternoon. My name is harbara i)ale. I an the rnoti;or of tlireo small

boys, owner of a local retail business and vice-cfialrperson of the M a s k a

Gonial sr. ion on the Gtatus of Women.

’’lie 1930 Census data shows t’.iat 7C %  of all Alaskan vAx*?n 16 years of age 

and oh'or are a l l o y e d  •

56% of all Alaskan women with children are employed.

A/)', of all Alaskan women with children under the age of six are on ployed.

Hie? ecovomic situation that we fiivl ourselves Ln LorJay necessitates a 

change in lifestyles for us all. IXia1 career families, cnployed mothers, 

and single |xircnt families are becoming a way of life here aix! across t’ie 

nation, lie are exjxTiencing radical changes in lifestyles nu! they art? fieing 

feit by individuals, iaiulli.e» anti by erployr.rs. As a result oi these changes 

we all tieed to worU toward .1 mtn'gej- of work uivi family life.

both employees and employer!; Ijcneiil iruii 011-slte child can.' facilities.
In terms of the state, the cost-benefL( ratio would lie very high if un-site 

da y care dcre.r.<vl employee turnover, helped, e l ' m i m t e  tardin.'ss, 1 mproved 

retention an! provided jxvtce of mind lor users of the facility.

Presently, l i c e n s e d ,  day care is available for only about dne out o r 

(*very eight Alaskan children under the ago of six. Migration of full-time 

homemakers into the ixyrlqdace lias greatly rotiuced the pool o' traditional 

informal child care providers -- neighbors, friends an! relatives, do
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longer can we protest that ixxnen should be at home taking care of their 

own children. Today this is an unrealistic luxury for most women whc 

return to the job market to feed and house their own families. The 

lack of access to quality child care will not eliminate the economic 

necessity of supporting one's family. The ones wiio suffer as a result 

of inadequate child care facilities are our next generation of Alaskans.

Since it's Inception the Alaska Cormiissiori on the Status of Women lias 

supported cliild care facilities in state office lxiildings. We commend 

you for tliis step in building family security in the workplace which will 

benefit the fulfillment of human potential, loth male end female.

Thank you for your time and attention.



TESTIMONY OF SENATOR BETTYE FAHRENKAMP 

BEFORE THE SENATE HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

ON SENATE B I L L  247

Mr , Ch a i r m a n , m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Co m m i t t e e , I w a n t  t o  t h a n k

YOU FOR PROVIDING ME WITH T H IS  OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT 

OF SB 2 4 7 ,  I AM JO INED IN MY SUPPORT BY THE DEPARTMENTS OF

Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n , Co m m u n i t y  and  Re g i o n a l  Af f a i r s , an d  He a l t h  an d  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  S t a t e ' s c o m m i t ­

m e n t  TO THE CHILDREN AND PARENTS OF OUR S T A T E ,  I T  

ACKNOWLEDGES AND ACCEPTS THE EVOLVING ROLES OF WOMEN IN THE 

WORK PLACE AS EQUAL PARTNERS TO T H E IR  MALE COUNTERPARTS,

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o- I n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  a t  A n c h o ra g e  

Community C o l l e g e ,  t h e r e  w e re  r e c e n t l y  1 4 , 8 1 5  w o m e n  i n A l a s k a  

o v e r  t h e  age o f  16 i n  t h e  w o rk  f o r c e ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e

AGE OF SIX, 4 7 , 4  PERCENT OF ALL MOTHERS IN ALASKA ARE IN THE 

WORK FORCE,

I n Ap r i l  t h i s  y e a r , t h e  U . S .  Ce n s u s  B u r e a u  r a n k e d  Al a s k a

SECOND IN THE NATION IM NEW BIRTHS WITH 2 2 , 5  BIRTHS PER 1 , 0 0 0  

PEOPLE PER YEAR, WITH THE NATIONAL AVERAGE AT 1 5 , 6 ,

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  a J a n u a r y  S e n a t e  Ad v i s o r y  Co u n c i l  r e p o r t

PREPARED BY FRANK S E U F F E R T ,  22 OF 36 CHILD CARE CENTERS R E S ­

PONDING TO H IS  SURVEY INDICATED THAT THEY HAD WAITING L I S T S  

WITH AN AVERAGE NUMBER OF ABOUT 20 CHILDREN AND AN AVERAGE 

WAIT OF 3 MONTHS,

Re c e n t l y , t h e  An c h o r a g e  Da i l y  New s  c a r r i e d  an a r t i c l e

REGARDING O N - S IT E  CHILD CARE, IN THc A R T IC L E  LARRY SNYDER,

-  1 -



DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL AT NERLANDS FURNITURE STORE,  INDICATED 

THAT AS A RESULT OF T H E IR  O N -S IT E  PROGRAM "MANAGEMENT AND 

SUPERVISORS HAVE A MUCH BETTER  LEV EL  OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

ADDITIONAL R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  T H IS  EMPLOYEE HAS TAKEN ON,"  HE 

FURTHER NOTED THAT IN ALASKA "TH ERE  I S  NOT T Y P IC A L L Y  A BROAD 

FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEi-i HERE FOR THE YOUNG F A M IL Y ,  SO THE 

SUPPORT T H E IR  FELLOW EMPLOYEES G I V E ,  AS THEY TAKE T H IS  B IG  

STEP  INTO PARENTHOOD, BECOMES IMPORTANT AND A P O S I T I V E  IN F L U ­

E N C E , "  He  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  o v ; r a l l  p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g  a t  t h e

WORKPLACE WAS HAVING A VERY GOOD E F F E C T  ON ‘ HEIR BU S IN ES S .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ted K e s s e l ,  D i r e c t o r  o r  t h p  C e n t e r  f o r  

E d u c a t i o n a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  a t  P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l

PLA N ,  TO OPEN A QUALITY  DAY CARE CENTER BY FEBRUARY,  198 4 ,

The C e n t e r  w i l l  o p e r a t e  24 h o u r s  a d a y ,  7 d a y s  a w eek ,  The 

C e n t e r  was  a d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  to a Meeds A s s e s s m e n t  s u r v e y  of

THE H O S P IT A L 'S  EMPLOYEES ,  WERNER T R A V EL ,  IN C , ,  IN ANCHORAGE 

PROVIDES ON PREM ISES  DAY CARE FOR T H E IR  15 EMPLOYEES,

Mr , Ch a i r m a n , I m a k e  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p o i n t s  and  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  TO O N -S IT E  F A C I L I T I E S  BECAUSE ! WANT TO REINFORCE OUR 

INTENT HERE WHICH I S  TO ACT AS A MODEL FOR PR IVATE  INDUSTRY;

TO PERPETUATE AND SUPPORT QUALITY CHILD CARE AMD FOSTER MORE 

S A T I S F I E D  AND PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYEES AND STUDENTS.

MO ONE CAN ARGUE AGAINST ENCOURAGING QUALITY  CHILD CARE 

AMD FAMILY S E R V IC E  WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO GREATER WORKER 

PRODUCTIV ITY  AND B E N E F IT S  C H ILD R r N, PARENTS AND INDUSTRY OR,

IN T H IS  C ASE ,  GOVERNMENT,

S p e c i f i c a l l y , i f  e n a c t e d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a p l a n ­

n i n g  TOOL FOR ENSURING THAT AS WE BU ILD  NEW STATE F A C I L I T I E S  

WE INCLUDE SPACE WHICH W ILL  BE CONTRACTED OUT TO P R IV A T E ,  

L ICEN SED  CHILD CARE PROVIDERS TO OPERATE CHILD CARE F A C I L I T I E S



WHOSE SERVICE WILL BE PAID FOR BY THOSE PARENTS CHOOSING TO 

USE THE FACILITY, THERE IS NO INTENT TO SUBSIDIZE CHILD CARE 

TO STATE WORKERS OR ANYONE ELSE,

H r , C h a i r m a n , I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s ,

HOWEVER, I AM CHAIRING A M E ETING OF MY COMMITTEE. IF YOU HAVE 

ANY QUESTIONS, MARK BOYER WOULD BE HAPPY TO RESPOND, THANK
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