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For an Act entitled: 

quaranti nes."

POSITION PAPER 

HOUSE BILL NO. 291

"An Act providing for tuberculosis examinations and

This Bill provides the Department of Health and Social Services with auth­

ority to require an individual suspected of having an active case of pul­

monary tuberculosis to submit to an examination and to order the quarantine 

of a person with active pulmonary tuberculosis for a period of six months , 

when such action is necessary to preserve and protect public health.

While tuberculosis is not the enormous health problem it was in the 1950s, 

a large number of persons infected in earlier years are at risk of re­

activation of their disease and of being capable of spreading the disease 

to others. °ver the past ten years, new active cases have numbered between 

75 and 100 cases per year, placing Alaska among the five states with 

highest incidence.

Most persons with active tuberculosis are highly motivated to comply with 

treatment recommendations intended to render them non-infectious and to 

inactive their infections. A very few people, however, refuse to submit 

to examination or to accept treatment recommendations. Such individuals 

are a hazard to themselves, their families, communities and the general 

publ ic.

The existing authority of the Department to require examination, isolation 

or treatment of individuals with communicable disease who may threaten the 

health of the public is not clear.

It is expected that the ^'thority contained 'n this Bill would be exercised 

infrequently. Based on past experience, the estimate is that orders for 

examination may be required three times per .yei r. Quarantine orders would 

be used even less frequently, perhaps not even une per year as the public 

becomes aware of a statutory provision which couid compel quarantine.

The Department anticipates that on the rare occasions when quarantine may 

be required, it would be accomplished by res trie ting the individual's move­

ments within his or her own home.

.The Department supports passage of this Bill. Over the past few years, 

many cases of tuberculosis could have been avoided, including one near-fatal 

infection, had the source of infection been prevented from spreading the 

disease to others.
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5/18/83

' HOUSE Ril l. 291

MY NAME IS JIM FARMER, AIDE TO REPRESENTATIVE HURLBERT,

THIS LEGISLATION WAS INTRODUCED BY REQUEST,

IN YOUR PACKET IS A LETTER'AND RESOLUTION FROM THE CITY OF 

GALENA OUTLINING THEIR PROBLEM. I'M HAPPY TO SAY THE 

INFECTED PERSON WAS FINALLY PERSUADED TO ENTER A COURSE OF 

TREATMENT, BUT THIS DOES NOT RELIEVE THE UNDERLYING PROBLEM 

OF SEGREGATING THE INFECTED FROM THE UNINFECTED. AS THE 

POSITION PAPER FROM DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

SHOWS THE INCIDENCE OF NEW ACTIVE TB CASES IN ALASKA APPEARS 

TO BE CLIMBING, THE ONE INDIVIDUAL IN GALENA CAUSED ABOUT 

39 OTHER PEOPLE TO NEED EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT.

MOST OF YOU MAY REMEMBER OR MAY HAVE HEARD OF THE MASSIVE 

PROBLEM ALASKA HAD IN THE PAST WITH TUBERCULOSIS. WE CANNOT 

AIIOW THIS TO HAPPEN AGAIN.

THIS LEGISLATION WILL HELP ENSURE THE MEDICAL PEOPLE A TOOL 

THAT M Y  BE NEEDED TO SLOW OR REDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF TB 

WITHIN THE STATE.

THANK YOU.



Ci£y of G a l­ena
Antoski Hall « P.O. Box 149 • Galena, Alaska 99741 « Telephone (907) 656-1281 

D e c e m b e r  20, 1 9 3 2

Rep. V e r n o n  H u r l b e r t  
P o u c h  V
M a i l i n g  S t o p  3 1 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Rep. H u r l b e r t ,

T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  G a l e n a  is v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  ohe  
lac k of l e g i s l a t i o n  to c o n t r o l  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e  in A l a s k a .  
H e r e  in G a l e n a  w e  h a v e  c u r r e n t l y  a n d  h a v e  h a d  in t h e  r e c e n t  
pa st  i o u t b r e a k s  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  b e c o m e s  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  s e r i o u s  w h e n  an i n d i v i d u a l  r e f u s e s  t r e a t m e n t .  T h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  t h e n  i n f e c t  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  n o  
p r o t e c t i o n  as t h e r e  is c u r r e n t l y  no l a w  to f o r c e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
to s e e k  t r e a t m e n t  ( a c c o r d i n g  to o u r  a t t o r n e y ,  M a r y  N o r d a l e ,  
a n d  as w e  u n d e r s t a n d  it f r o m  the o p i n i o n s  of  t h e  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ) .

T u b e r c u l o s i s  is a d i s e a s e  that ca n be e l i m i n a t e d  if i n f e c t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  f o l l o w - t h r o u g h  on t r e a t m e n t .  We u r g e  t h e  S t a t e  to 
p r o v i d e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to g i v e  the n e c e s s a r y  b a s i s  to f o r c e  in -  
dividuf.ls «/ith c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  
to s e e k  t r e a t m e n t .

E n c l o s e d  is a r e s o l u t i o n  f r o m  the G a l e n a  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  issue.

We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  p r o b l e m  a n d  i n t e r e s t .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

Pat M y e r s  
C i t y  M a n a g e r



Antoski Hall » P.O. Box 149 •  Galena, Alaska 99741 • Telephone (907) 656-1281

R e s o l u t i o n  8 2 - 2 2

A R E S O L U T I O N  E N C O U R A G I N G  L E G I S L A T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  E N F O R C E M E N T  
O F  T R E A T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I C A B L E  D I S E A S E S ,  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  T U B E R C U L O S I S ,
IN A L A S K A .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  G a l e n a  is t! u u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  g o v e r n i n g  
b o d y  of  the C i t y  of G a l e n a ,  and;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  of  G a l e n a  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  an o n g o i n g  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
t u b e r c u l o s i s  a n d  a r e c e n t  o u t b r e a k  of t h e  d i s e a s e ,  an d ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  is e x p e r i e n c i n g  an i n c i d e n t  w h e r e  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  
wh o  ha s  a c t i v e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  is r e f u s i n g  t r e a t m e n t ,  and;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  d i s e a s e  is t h a t  it c a n  b e  
h i g h l y  c o n t a g i o u s  a n d  e n d a n g e r  a w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y ,  and;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  d i s e a s e  c an  be  p r e v e n t e d  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  t r e a t m e n t ,  an d ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e r e  is no l e g i s l a t i o n  to e n f o r c e  t r e a t m e n t ,  and ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  o f G a l e n a  h a s  a s t r o n g  c o m m i t t m e n t  to p r o t e c t  t h e  
c i t i z e n s ,  and;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E ,  Be It R e s o l v e d  Th a t the C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  G a l e n a  r e q u e s t s  
the  l e g i s l a t o r s  to e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  to r e q u i r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  to o b t a i n  
t r e a t m e n t  fo r t \ b e r c u l o s i s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E  t h i s  1 6 t h  da y  of D e c e m b e r  , 19 82

A T T E S T :

V e r n o n  W h i t e  
M a yo r

Pat  M y e r s *  

C i t y  M a n a g e r



13.35.135 INVESTIGATION AND EXAMINATION O F ’SUSPECTED TUBERCULOSIS 

CASES - ISOLATION - QUARANTINE.

(1) Whenever the Public Health Medical Officer snail determine on 

reasonable grounds that an examination of any person is necessary for 

the preservation and protection of the public health, he shall issue a 

written order directing said medical examination, setting forth the name 

of the person to be examined, the time ami place of the examination, and 

such other terms and conditions as he may deem necessary. A copy of 

such an order shall be served upon the patient. Such an examination 

shall be made by a licensed physician of the examinee's own choice under 

such terms and conditions as the health officer mcy specify.

(2) Any person who depends exclusively on prayer for healing in 

accordance with the teachings of any well recognized religious sect or 

denomination, and claims exemption on such grounds shail nevertheless be 

subject to examination and provisions of this article concerning iso­

lation and quarantine which apply when there is probable cause to 

suspect such a person is infected with tuberculosis in a communicable 

stage. Such person shall ..oc de required to submit to any medical 

treatment o.' be confined in « hospital or ether medical institution if 

he can safely be quarantined or isolated in his own home or other 

suitable place of hif choice.

»

13.35.136 QUARANTINE OR ISOLATION ORDER

(1) Whenever a Medical Officer of the Division of Public Health 

shail determine that quarantine or isolation in a particular case is 

necessary for the preservation and protection of the public health, he 

shall make an isolation or quarantine order in writing, setting forth 

the name of the patient to be isolated and the initial period of time, 

not to exceed six months, during whicn the order shall remain effective; 

the place of isolation or quarantine; and such other terns and con­

ditions as may be immediately necessary to protect the public health.

A copy of such order shall be served upon the patient. The patient 

shall be re-exainined at the time the initial order expires, or at any 

other time the patient so requests, to ascertain whether his ;uoer- 

culosis continues to be infectious. Whenever it shall be medically 

determined that the patient is no longer Infect'trus and communicable and 

that the patient has received sufficient treatment of his disease, the 

patient shall be relieved from ill further liability or duty imposed by 

this article.
•

(2) Upon the receipt of information that any examination, quar­

antine, or isolation order, made and served as herein provided, has beer, 

violated, the Public Health Medical Officer shall advise the District 

Attorney of the pertinent facts relating to the violation.

13.35.137 VIOLATION AND PENALTY

(I) Any person who, after service upon hint of an order of the 

Division of Public Health Medical Officer directing his isolation or 

examination as provided in 13.35.135 and lo.35.136, violates or falls Co



comply with same or any provisions thereof isvguilty.of a misdemeanor 

and in addition to any penalties which may be imposed by law upon such 

convictions, the court may now make an appropriate order providing for 

isolation, quarantine or treatment.

November 1, 1379



DIVISION OF P U B L IC  HEALTH
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AMD SOCIAL SERV ICES  
EPIDEMIOLOGY OFFICE 

3601 -  C S t re e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 0 2 - 0 3 3 3  

1 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 - 4 4 0 6

B U L L E T I N  0 10  W E E K  E N D I N G  M A Y  20, 1 983 

T U B E R C U L I N  C O N V E R S I O N S  A M O N G  S T A F F  O F  A N  I N T E N S I V E  C A R E  U N I T

On  S e p t e m b e r  16, 1982, the E p i d e m i o l o g y  O f f i c e  w a s  a s k e d  by  the i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  

c o m m i t t e e  of a n  A l a s k a n  h o s p i t a l  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the t u b e r c u l i n - P P D  c o n v e r s i o n  of 

f o u r  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a k n o w n  

t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t  two m o n t h s  b e f o r e .  T h e  f o u r  c o n v e r t e r s  h a d  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  

o n  s c r e e n i n g  t e s t s  p e r f o r m e d  by the h o s p i t a l  i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  n u r s e  o n  a l l  s t a f f  

m e m b e r s  t h o u g h t  to h a v e  b e e n  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the k n o w n  case.

O u r  i n i t i a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  i n c l u d e d :

1) a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e  f i n d i n g  by r e t e s t i n g  a l l  t u b e r c u l i n  n e g a t i v e  I CU s t a f f  m e m b e r s  

9 0  d a y s  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e  to th e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  2) e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s a m p l i n g  

to  d e t e r m i n e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t  of  a i r  f l o w  f r o m  t he I C U  r o o m  o c c u p i e d  by  the 

p a t i e n t  w i t h  a c t i v e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  -  the p r e s u m e d  s o u r c e  of t u b e r c l e  b a c i l l i .

T h e  p a t i e n t  w h o  w a s  the p r e s u m e d  s o u r c e  of th e  f i v e  t u b e r c u l i n  c o n v e r s i o n s  w a s  

a d m i t t e d  on  J u l y  1, 1 9 8 2  w i t h  a n  i n i t i a l  d i a g n o s i s  of " s e p s i s " .  A l t h o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  

d e h y d r a t e d ,  w i t h  i n t r a v e n e o u 3  r e h y d r a t i o n  h e r  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n  I m p r o v e d  c o n s i d­

er a b l y ,  a n d  s h e  b e g a n  to c o u g h  c o p i o u s l y .  C h e s t  X - R a y  t a k e n  on  a d m i s s i o n  s h o w e d  

b i l a t e r a l  c a v i t a r y  d i s e a s e ,  a n d  s p u t u m  s m e a r s  s h o w e d  t u b e r c l e  b a c i l l i  too n u m e r o u s  

to coun t .  S p u t u m  c u l t u r e  g t c W  Ilycnba c t ^ r j u m  t u b e r c u l o s i s . T h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 

t u b e r c l e  b a c i l l i  in h e r  s p u t u m  f e l l  r a p i d l y  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s  of the s t a r t  of 

a n t i - t u b e r c u l o u s  c h e m o t h e r a p y .

On the s e c o n d  r o u n d  of s k i n  t e s t s ,  o n e  m o r e  IC U  n u r s e  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  as a t u b e r­

c u l i n  converter. A l l  f i v e  c o n v e r t e r s  h a d  w o r k e d  in th e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  d u r i n g  

t h e  J u l y  s t a y  of the s p u t u m - p o s i t i v e  patient,. F o u r  w e r e  n u r s e s ;  o n e  w a s  a w a r d  

c l e r k .  W h e n  c o m p a r e d  to n o n - c o n v e r t e r s ,  the fiv e  t u b e r c u l i n  c o n v e r t e r s  h a d  

w o r k e d  s h i f t s  d u r i n g  the e a r l i e r  p a r t  of the p a t i e n t ' s  s t a y  in the ICU - b e f o r e  

a n d  d u r i n g  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  a n t i t u h e r c u l o s u s  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  T h e  w a r d  c l e r k  c l a i m e d  

n e v e r  to h a v e  b e e n  In  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t he p a t i e n t .  T h r e e  of the f o u r  n u r s e s  

w e r e  s a i d  to h a v e  b e e n  w e a r i n g  m a s k s  d u r i n g  d i r e c t  p a t i e n t  c o n t a c t .

In the i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n it, a c e n t r a l  n u r s i n g  d e s k  Is s u r r o u n d e d  by  I n d i v i d u a l  

p a t i e n t  r o oms. T h e  r o o m  o c c u p i e d  hv the t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t  w a s  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  

a n d  a b o u t  15 feet a w a y  f r o m  t he se, . o c c u p i e d  by  t he w a r d  c l erk. T e s t i n g  c o n d u c t e d  

by the h o s p i t a l  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a i r  p r e s s u r e  w a s  g r e a t e r  I n s i d e  t he p a t i e n t ' s  r o o m  

t h a n  in  t he c e n t r a l  ICU c o r r i d o r .  M r  f l o w  s t u d i e s  u s i n g  the t r a c e r  gas, s u l p h u r  

h e x a f l u o r i d e ,  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  by e n g i n e e r s  f r o m  t he U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  F a i r­

ba n k s .  T h e s e  t e s t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  t r a c e r  g a s  r e l e a s e d  in the p a t i e n t ' s  r o o m  f l o w e d  

t o w a r d s  the n u r s i n g  d e s k  w i t h  the r o o m  d o o r  c l o s e d  or o p e n .  W i t h  t he d o o r  open, 

6 b Z  of t he ga s  r e l e a s e d  w a s  m e a s u r e d  at the n u r s i n g  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  o n l y  t w e n t y  

m i n u t e s .

I n  this o u t b r e a k ,  t he v i g i l a n c e  of a n  i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  a n  I n f e c t i o n  

c o n t r o l  rse d e t e c t e d  t u b e r c u l i n  c o n v e r s i o n s  a m o n g  e x p o s e d  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  

s t a f f  b e f o r e  p u l m o n a r y  d i s e a s e  h a d  t i m e  to d e v e l o p .  A l l  c o n v e r t e r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  

w i t h  l s o n i a z i d  (INH).

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

B a s e d  o n  t his I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t u b e r c u l i n  c o n v e r s i o n s  a m o n g  ICU s t a f f ,  w e  r e c o m m e n d  

that:

1) s p u t u m - p o s i t i v e  t u b e r c u l i n  p a t i e n t s  s h o u l d  be c a r e d  f o r  In a r o o m  a t  n e g a t i v e  or  

n e u t r a l  p r e s s u r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t he c o r r i d o r  u n t i l  a d e q u a t e  t h e r a p y  r e n d e r s  t h e m  

n o n i n f e c t i o u s ,  a n d

2) on  t he i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  a s p u t u m  p o s i t i v e  p a t i e n t ,  the t u b e r c u l i n  s t a t u s  of  

a t t e n d a n t s  s h o u l d  be r e v i e w e d  a n d  s k i n  t e s t s  s h o u l d  be p e r f o r m e d  30 a n d  90 d a y s  

a f t e r  e x p o s u r e .
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T y p h o i d  F e v e r — K o b u k  R i v e r  V a l l e y

In  l a t e  D e c e m b e r ,  1982, t h e  E p i d e m i o l o g y  O f f i c e  w a s  i n f o r m e d  b y  C h r i s  S w a r t z ,  RN, 

I n f e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  N u r s e ,  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  t h a t  an  I n p a t i e n t  w a s  

p a s s i n g  c o p i o u s  a m o u n t s  of S a l m o n e l l a  t v p h i  i n  h is u r i n e .  T h i s  p a t i e n t  w a s  a 

c o u s i n  of a  3 2 - y e a r  o l d  m a n  w h o  d i e d  at  A N M C  s i x  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  w i t h  t he p o s t - m o r t e m  

d i a g n o s i s  of t y p h o i d  f e v e r .  B o t h  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  r e s i d e n t s  of c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  th e  

K o b u k  R i v e r  V a l l e y  e a s t  of  K o t z e b u e .  T h e  p a t i e n t  f r o m  w h o s e  u r i n e  S a l m o n e l l  

t y p h i  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  is a 6 2  y e a r - o l d  t r a p p e r  w h o  l i v e s  a l o n e .  H e  c l a i m e d  n e 1 

to h a v e  h a d  s y m p t o m s  of t y p h o i d  f e v e r .  L o n g s t a n d i n g  r e n a l  c a l y c e a l  d a m a g e  w  

t h o u g h t  to r e p r e s e n t  a f o c u s  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  c a r r i a g e  of  S a l m o n e l l a  t y p h i . T h i s  

p a t i e n t  w a s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  l o n g - t e r m  t r i m e t h o p r i m - s u l  h a r a e t h o x a z o l e ; so  far, u r i n e  

h a s  b e e n  n e g a t i v e  on f o l l o w - u p .

T h e  3 2 - y e a r  o l d  c o u s i n  of  t h i s  p a t i e n t  h a d  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  to A l a s k a  N a t i v e  M e d i c a l  

C e n t e r  in A p r i l - M a y  1 9 8 2 .  I n i t i a l  s y m p t o m s  I n c l u d e d  l o w e r  g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  

b l e e d i n g ,  a n d  d a l l y  f e v e r  s p i k e s  to 101°F. B l o o d  a n d  s t o o l  c u l t u r e s  d i d  n o t  g r o w  

J il m o n e l l a .  R o s e  s p o t s  w e r e  n o t  o b s e r v e d .  A b o u t  f o u r  w e e k s  a f t e r  o n s e t  of 

i l l n e s s ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  d e v e l o p e d  f e v e r  to 104*;-’., s e v e r e  a b d o m i n a l  pain, a n d  d i e d  

w i t h  f u l m i n a n t  h e p a t i t i s .  M a s s i v e  l i v e r  n e c r o s i s  w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  at a u t o p s y  as 

w e r e  P e y e r ' s  p a t c h e s  a n d  g e n e r a l i z e d  l y m p h a d e n o p a t h y . T h e  p o s t - m o r t e m  d i a g n o s i s  

w a s  t y p h o i d  f e v e r ,  w i t h o u t  b a c t e r i o l o g i c  c o n f i r m a t i o n .

In a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  M a r t h a  S t e w a r t ,  PHN, M a n i l a q  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  N e l l i e  G r i e s t ,  

a n d  M a y  B e r n h a r t ,  h e a l t h  a i d e s  f r o m  S h u n g n a k  a n d  K n b u k ,  a n  e p i d e m i o l o g i s t  I n t e r­

v i e w e d  f r i e n d s  a n d  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  p a t i e n t s  a n d  s e c u r e d  s a m p l e s  of 

t h e i r  s t o o l  f or b a c t e r i o l o g i c  c u l t u r e .  R e v i e w  of m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l e d  f o u r  

I n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  b e t w e e n  A p r i l  1981-Oc.tober 1 9 8 2  s u f f e r r e d  c l i n i c a l  I l l n e s s  c h a r­

a c t e r i z e d  by f e v e r ,  bu t  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  d i a g n o s i s .  T h e s e  f o u r  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

to h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  c a s e s  of t y p h o i d  f e v e r ,  a n d  e a c h  h a d  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

e i t h e r  t h e  32 y e a r - o l d  o r  6 2  y e a r - o l d  i d e n t i f i e d  p a t i e n t s .  A  p r o g r a m  of s u r v e i l­

l a n c e  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  in K o b u k  R i v e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  in K o t z e b u e  to d e t e c t  e x p e d i­

t i o u s l y  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  c a s e s  of  t y p h o i d  f e v e r  s o  as  to o f f e r  t he m a x i m u m  c h a n c e  

of  c u re.

T y p h o i d  f e v e r  is a n  i l l n e s s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  s u s t a i n e d  f e v e r ,  h e a d a c h e ,  m a l a i s e ,  

a n o r e x i a ,  a n d  r e l a t i v e  b r a d y c a r d i a ,  a l o n g  w i t h  e n l a r g e m e n t  of s p l e e n ,  a n d  l y m p h o i d  

t i s s u e ,  a n d  c o n s t i p a t i o n  m o r e  c o m m o n l y  t h a n  d i a r r h e a .  M a n y  m i l d  a n d  a t y p l c u l  

i n f e c t i o n s  o c c u r .  C o m p l i c a t i o n s  I n c l u d e  u l c e r a t i o n  of P e y e r ' s  p a t c h e s  of t he 

l a r g e  b o w e l  p r o d u c i n g  I n t e s t i n a l  h e m o r r h u g e  or p e r f o r a t i o n ,  a nd h e p a t i t i s .  T h e  

u s u a l  f a t a l i t y  r a t e  w a s  1 0 %  in the e r a  b e f o r e  a n t i b i o t i c  t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  w i t h  

a n t i b i o t i c s  Is c o n s i d e r e d  to be 1% o r  less. I n f e c t i o n  c a n  be t r a n s m i t t e d  by  

a c u t e  c a s e s ,  a n d  by t h e  3 - 5 %  of t h o s e  a c u t e  c a s e s  w h o  b e c o m e  c h r o n i c  c a r r i e r s  of 

S a l m o n e l l a  t y p h i . T h e  i n c i d e n c e  of c a s e s  of t y p h o i d  f e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  of 

S a l m o n e l l a  t y p h i  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  b o t h  d e c l i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  In A l a s k a  In r e c e n t  

y e a r s .  T h e  l a s t  c l i n i c a l  c a s e s  of  t y p h o i d  f e v e r  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  in  1973.

S c o m b r o i d  F i s h  P o i s o n i n g  A l e r t

In B u l l e t i i  No. 17 ( W e e k  e n d i n g  S e p t e m b e r  10, 1 9 8 2 ) ,  w e  r e p o r t e d  o n  t wo o u t b r e a k s  

of h i v e s ,  n a u s e a ,  a n d  t a c h y c a r d i a  o c c u r r i n g  3 0 - 6 0  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  e a t i n g  t a w  fish. 

W h i l e  t h i s  s y n d r o m e ,  k n o w n  as s c o m b r o i d  f i s h  p o i s o n i n g , h a s  b e e n  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  

i n  s o u t h e r n  w a t e r s ,  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  o u t b r e a k s  r e p o r t e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o n­

s u m p t i o n  of A l a s k a n  f i s h  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e  r a w  cod, f l o u n d e r ,  a n d  s a l m o n ) .  S i n c e  t he 

p u b l i c a t i o n  of B u l l e t i n  No. 17, w e  h a v e  h e a r d  of s i m i l a r  i l l n e s s  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  

l a s t  s u m m e r  i n  p a t i e n t s  w h o  a t e  r a w  f i s h  f r o m  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d .  In o r d e r  

t h a t  i l l n e s s  r e l a t e d  to s c o m b r o i d  f i s h  p o i s o n i n g  c a n  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d ,  w e  a s k  

t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s  s e e i n g  p a t i e n t s  w h o  d e v e l o p  s y m p t o m s  of  h i s t a m i n e  r e l e a s e  a f t e r  

e a t i n g  r a w  f i s h  c o n t a c t  t h e  E p i d e m i o l o g y  O f f i c e  at 5 6 1 - 4 4 0 6  a n d  u r g e  t h e i r  p a ­

t i e n t s  to r e f r i g e r a t e  s a m p l e s  of  the f i s h  e a t e n  u n t i l  s a m p l e s  of t h e  f i s h  f o r  

s c o m b r o t o x i n  c a n  be a r r a n g e d .
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