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A m e n d s  t h e  D U T I E S  o f  t h e  M E D I C A L  B O A R D  t o  i n c l u d e  
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  b o a r d  o f  o p t o m e t r y  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  a l i s t  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i t h  a l i c e n s e  v a l i d a t i o n .

A m e n d s  t h e  s t a t u t e  l i m i t i n g  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  p r a c t i c e  
m e d i c i n e  in t h e  s t a t e  to i n c l u d e  t h e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  
d r u g s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i t h  a l i c e n s e  v a l i d a t i o n .

P l a c e s  on l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  O p t o m e t r y  
a n d  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  s h a l l  h a v e  n o  
i n t e r e s t  in o p t o m e t r y ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  o p t i c i a n r y .

A m e n d s  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  s t a t u t e  r e g a r d i n g  a d o p t i o n  o f  
r e g u l a t i o n s  to i n c l u d e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  d i a g n o s t i c  
d r u g s ,  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a l i c e n s e  

v a l i d a t i o n  t o  u s e  d r u g s .

A d d s  to t h e  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  o f  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  b o a r d  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l i s t  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  a n d  t h e i r  
d o s a g e s  to b e  u s e d  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i t h  a l i c e n s e  
v a l i d a t i o n ,  to b e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b o a r d .
T h e  b o a r d  m u s t  a l s o  p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a t e s t  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .

A m e n d s  the R E G I S T R A T I O N  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  c h a p t e r ,  
to p r o v i d e  t h a t  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  m a y  n o t  p r a c t i c e  
b e y o n d  the s c o p e  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  to 
b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .

A d d s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  s t a t u t e  to 
r e q u i r e  a m e d i c a l  r e f e r r a l  b y  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  
e n c o u n t e r s  a p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  in a p a t i e n t .

A d d s  to t h e  G R O U N D S  F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  
S A N C T I O N S  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  
to p r a c t i c e  b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e ,  u s e  o f  
d r u g s  in v i o l a  .ion o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  a n d  u s e  o f  t h e  
w o r d  D o c t o r  in _1 o t i t l e  w i t h o u t ,  o p t o m e t r y .

A d d s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to D I A G N O S T I C  D R U G S  to 
t h e  o p t o m e t r y  s t a t u t e  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  
d e s i r i n g  t o  u s e  d r u g s  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  
in t h e  s t a t e ,  p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  p a s s  
a b o a r d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e x a m ,  c o m p l e t e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o  

to m a i n t a i n  a v a l i d a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  m u s t  s u b m i t  

a l i s t  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i t h  l i c e n s e  v a l i d a t i o n s  to 
t h e  B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y .

10 A m e n d s  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  o p t o m e t r y  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r

to i n c l u d e  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s ,  a n d  a d d s  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  l i m i t i n g  t h o s e  to c y c l o p e g i c s  a n d  

m y d r i a t i c s  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .



* Sec. 17. AS 08.64.360 is a m e nded Co read:

Sec. 08.64.360. P E N A L T Y  FOF PR A C T I C I N G  W I T H O U T  A  L I C E N S E  OR  IK 

V I O L A T I O N  OF CHAPTER. Except for a physician as s i s t a n t ^  [AND] a 

physic i a n - t r a i n e d  ir.obile intensive care paramedic under AS 08.64.170, 1 

or a pers o n  licensed or authorized under another chapter of this title 

who engages in practices for w h i c h  that pers o n  is licensed or a u t h o­

rized under that chapter, a person p r a c ticing m e d i c i n e  or osteopathy 

ir. the state w i t h o u t  a valid. [OBTAINING A ND FILING A N  APPROPRIATE] 

license or permit is g u ilty cf a class A m i s d e m e a n o r  [AND UPO N  C O N­

VICTION IS P U N I SHAELE BY A  FINE OF NOT LESS THAN $50 N C R  M O R E  THAN 

$100, O R  BY IMPR I S O N M E N T  FOR N OT LESS THAN 10 DAYS NOR M O R E  T H A N  90 

DAYS, O R  BY BOTH. E V I D E N C E  THA T  THE D E F E N D A N T  HAS FAILED TO  FILE A 

L I C E N S E  W I T H  THE CLERK OF T HE COURT IS PRIiiA FACIE E V I D E N C E  T H A T  THE. 

D E F E N D A N T  IS NOT L I C E N S F D ] . Each day of illegal p r a ctice is a sepa-. 

rate offense.
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R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  M a r t i n

B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E
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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A ct e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t he p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  an d

a u t h o r i z i n g  the u s e  of c e r t a i n  d r u g s  by  o p t o m­

e t r i s t s  ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS  0 8 . 6 4 . 1 7 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e ,  p o d i a t r y ,  o s t e o p a t h y ,  or 

a c u p u n c t u r e  in the s t a t e  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r ,  e x c e p t  that

(1) a p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  m a y  e x a m i n e ,  d i a g n o s e  or  t r eat 

p e r s o n s  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n ,  c o n t r o l ,  a nd r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e i t h e r  a 

p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  or  a p h y s i c i a n  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  

l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  AS  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 7 0 ;

(2) a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  car e  p a r a m e d i c  m a y  

r e n d e r  e m e r g e n c y  l i f e s a v i n g  s e r v i c e ;

(3) a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 3 6  m a y  p e r f o r m  a c u p u n c­

ture  in the r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  of d e n t i s t r y ,  s u b j e c t  to the r e g u l a t i o n s  

of the B o a r d  of D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s ;  [AND]

, a p e r s o n  l i c e n s ed u n d e r  A S 0 8 . 72 m a y  use and p r e s c r ibe

"  n ( p o t d ) L ? > )
Hregtmtl U r tt̂ f r ^ h s  d e f i n e d  in  A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 6 0 ,  if the p e r s o n ' s  l i c e n s e  is

by the b o a r d  of e x a m i n ers in o p t o m e t r y as p r o v i d e d  in

63. 08 . 72; _a nd

(5) a p e r s o n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  or a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  

c h a p t e r  of this t i tle m a y  e n g a g e  in a p r a c t i c e  that is a u t h o r i z e d  

u n d e r  that chapter.
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1 *  Sec. 2. I 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

2 ' S e c .  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 0 .  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P R A C T I C I N G  W I T H O U T  A  L I C E N S E  O R  IN

3 V I O L A T I O N  O F  CHAPTER. E x c e p t  for a p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  a n  o p t o m -

4 etrist, and a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c are p a r a m e d i c  u n d e r

5 AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 1 7 0 ,  or  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  or a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r

6 of this t i t l e  w h o  e n g a g e s  in  p r a c t i c e s  for w h i c h  that p e r s o n  is li-

7 c e n s e d  or  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  that c h a p t e r ,  a p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e

8 or o s t e o p a t h y  in the s t a t e  w i t h o u t  a v a l i d  l i c e n s e  or  p e r m i t  is g u i l t y

9 of a c l ass A  m i s d e m e a n o r .  E a c h  d a y  of i l l e g a l  p r a c t i c e  is a s e p a r a t e

10 offense.

11 * Sec. 3. AS  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

12 Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0 .  G R O U N D S  F O R  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANC-

13 T I ONS. Th e  b o a r d  m a y  i m p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  w h e n  t he b o a r d

14 f i nds a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  that a l i c e n s e e

15 (1) s e c u r e d  a l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l

16 m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

17 (2) e n g a g e d  in d e c e i t ,  fraud, or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a -

18 t i o n  in the c o u r s e  of p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  or  e n g a g i n g  in

19 p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

20 (3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d -

21 ing m a n n e r ;

22 (4) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a f e l o n y  or  o t h e r  c r i m e  w h i c h

23 a f f e c t s  the l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  and

24 safely;

25 (5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or  n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  in or p e r m i t t e d

26 the p e r f o r m a n c e  of p a t i e n t  care by p e r s o n s  u n d e r  the l i c e n s e e ' s  s u p e r -

27 v i s i o n  w h i c h  doe s  not c o n f o r m  to m i n i m u m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  re-

28 g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  to the p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

29 (6) f a i l e d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  this chapter, w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n

CSHB 2 2 5 (H E S S ) am -2 -



a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this chapt e r ,  or  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  of the b o a r d ;

(7) c o n t i n u e d  to p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d ue to

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(B) f a i l u r e  to k e e p  i n f o r m e d  of or u s e  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s­

si o n a l  t h e o r i e s  or  p r a c t i c e s ;

(C) a d d i c t i o n  or  s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  or  o t h e r  

d r u g o  w h i c h  i m p a i r s  the l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  to p r a c t i c e  s a f ely;

(D) p h y s i c a l  or  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

(8) e n g a g e d  in lew d  o r  i m m o r a l  c o n d u c t  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

the d e l i v e r y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to p a t i e n t s ;

(9) f a i l e d  to r e f e r  a p a t i e n t  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  

care p r a c t i t i o n e r  f or t r e a t m e n t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  b e y o n d  the s c o p e  of the 

l i c e n s e e’s t r a i n i n g ;  [ A FTER A S C E R T A I N I N G  T H E  P O S S I B L E  P R E S E N C E  OF

O C U L A R  D I S E A S E ]  . , .-
  {U n i ftn.Q-<hnC—

^  \  _ (10) used, d i s p e n s e d ,  o r  p r e s c r i b e d  a l& flftnd d r u R  e x c e p t  as

CU oLQ L?’ )
p r q v i d e d  in A S  0 8 . 7 2  .-grifc?-, o r  u s ed, d i s p e n s e d ,  or p r e s c r i b e d  a d r u g  in 

v i o l a t i o n  of t h a t  s e c t i o n .

Sec. 4. AS 0 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 / 7 .  USE, D I S P E N S I N G ,  OR  P R E S C R I P T I O N  O F  DRUGS. (a) 

A  l i c e n s e e  m a y  not use, d i s p e n s e ,  or p r e s c r i b e  a l e g e n d  d r u g  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r  w i t h o u t  a l i cense e n d o r s e m e n t  i s s u e d  by the boar d ,  c e r t i­

fyin g  the l i c e n s e e ' s  c o m p e t e n c e  to u se l e g e n d  drugs.

(b) A l i c e n s e e  m a y  n ot use, d i s p e n s e ,  or p r e s c r i b e  any d r u g

i d e n t i f i e d  by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as a

c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e .

(c) A  l i c e n s e e  m ay not use, d i s p e n s e ,  or p r e s c r i b e  a l e g e n d  d r u g

that is not p r e p a r e d  and m a r k e t e d  for t o p i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  to the h u m a n

eye or  eyelid. T o p i c a l  d r u g s  that m a y  be u s e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  

s h all be l i m i t e d  to the f o l l o w i n g  c a t e g o r i e s :

-3 -  CSHB 2 2 5 (H E S S ) am



(1) c y c l o p l e g i c s ;

(2) m y d r i a t i c s .

(d) A n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a l i c e n s e  e n d o r s e m e n t  u n d e r  (a) of this 

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  t r a n s c r i p t  c r e d i t s  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  a c c e p t a b l e  

to the b o a r d ,  s h o w i n g  that (1) the a p p l i c a n t  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  not less 

t h a n  2 0 0  h o u r s  of d i d a c t i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a nd s u p e r­

v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  d e v o t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  to the s u b j e c t s  s p e c i f i e d  in  this 

s u b s e c t i o n ;  (2) the i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  a nd s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  

was g i v e n  by an a c c r e d i t e d  s c h o o l  or  c o l l e g e  of o p t o m e t r y  or m e d i c i n e ;  

and (3) the a p p l i c a n t  has p a s s e d  w r i t t e n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  in 

t h ese s u b j e c t s .  T he r e q u i r e d  s u b j e c t s  ar e  g e n e r a l  a n d  o c u l a r  p h a r m a­

cology, r e v i e w  of o c u l a r  p a t h o l o g y  a nd d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s ,  an d  

t r e a t m e n t  of p a t h o l o g y  of the eye an d  its adnexa, i n c l u d i n g  the u se of 

l e g e n d  drugs.

(e) A n  e n d o r s e m e n t  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  e x p i r e  w i t h  

the l i c e n s e  to w h i c h  it a t t a c h e s  a n d  m ay be  r e n e w e d  u p o n  e v i d e n c e  of 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  of  a c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  s p e c i f i e d  bv 

r e g u l a t i o n  of the b o a r d  for h o l d e r s  of an  e n d o r s e m e n t .

* Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 .j 00. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  [AS U S E D  IN] this c h a p t e r

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the b o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y ;

(2J [(6)] " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a nd 

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ^  [.]

(3) " l e g e n d  d r u R s "  m e a n s  d r u g s  w h o se c o n t a i n e r s  m u s t  b e a r  a 

1ahe l  p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h o u t  a p r e s c r i p t ion;

(4) " l e n s e s "  m e a n s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  or c o n t a c t  lenses;

(5_) [(2)] " o p t o m e t r y "  is the e x a m i n a t i o n  [, O T H E R  T H A N  BY  

T H E  U S E  OF  D R U GS,] of the h u m a n  e y e s  a nd the v i s u a l  s y s t e m  for the 

p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the n o r m a l ,  a s c e r t a i n i n g  the
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1 s t a t u s  of the h u m a n  v i s u a l  s y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f r a c t i v e  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l

2 a b i l i t i e s ,  or  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t he p r e s e n c e  of o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  a nd any

3 o t h e r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the n o r m a l  that [WHICH] r e q u i r e s  r e f e r r a l  to

4 o t h e r  h e a l t h  car e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  or  the d i a g n o s i s  of a n  o p t i c a l  defi-

5 c i e n c y  or d e f o r m i t y ,  v i s u a l  o r  m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  of the h u m a n  e y e ; or

6 the d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  the u s e  of d r u R S  b ut e x c l u d i n g

7 the u s e  of s u r R e r y ,  of i n f l a m m a t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o n s ,  and i n j u r i e s  of the

8 eyes and e y elids; [,] o r  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  or a p p l i c a t i o n  of lenses,

9 p r i s m s  or o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e s  f or the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  of the h u m a n

10 eye;

11 (6) [(3)] " p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y "  is an e x a m i n a t i o n  [, O T H E R

12 T H A N  BY  T H E  U S E  O F  D R U G S , ]  of the h u m a n  eyrs and v i s u a l  s y s t e m  for the

13 p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the normal, a s c e r t a i n i n g  the

14 s t a t u s  of the h u m a n  v i s u a l  s y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f r a c t i v e  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l

15 ab i l i t i e s ,  or  a s c e r t a i n i n g  the p r e s e n c e  of o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  and any

16 o t h e r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the n o r m a l  that [WHICH] requi r e s  r e f e r r a l  to

17 o t h e r  h e a l t h  care p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  or  the d i a g n o s i s  of an o p t i c a l  defi-

18 c i e n c y  or d e f o r m i t y ,  v i s u a l  or  m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  uf the h u m a n  e ye; or

19 the d i a g n o s i s  a nd t r e a t m e nt, i n c l u d i n g  the u se of d r u gs b u t  e x c l u d ing

20 the u s e  of s u r g e r y, of i n f l a m m a t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o n s  and i n j u r i e s  of the

21 e y es a nd e y e l i d s; [,] o r  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  or a p p l i cati o n  of lenses,

22 p r i s m s  or o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e s  for the c o r r e c t i o n  or reli e f  of the h u m a n

23 [>] o r  the h o l d i p g  of o n e s e l f  out as b e i n g  ablt to d o  so;

24 (7) [(5)] " r e c o g n i z e d  s c h o o l  or c o l l e g e  of o p t o m e t r y "  is

25 one w h i c h  is a p p r o v e d  by the A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  or  one of

26 its c o m m i t t e e s ^  [;]
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IN THE S ENATE

d '7 1 / trfL

BY T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND  
^  ,  S OCIAL SERVICE S C O M M ITTEE

c ^ h /3  C  )
CS FOR^-SENAT E BLLL-Ner- 18 9 (IffiŜ r)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  ’

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  and

C .C 't f l'U 'lx -
a u t h o r i z i n g  the use of -d i a g n o s t i c- drugs by o p t o m e­

trists."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08.72.020 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.72.020. M E M B E R S H I P  OF B O A R D  A N D  TERMS OF OFFICE. The 

b o a r d  consist s of six [FIVE] persons, a p p o i n t e d  by the governor. 

M e m b e r s  serve s t a g gered terms of four years.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.72.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.72.040. QUALIF I C A T I O N S .  Four b o a r d  m e mbers shall be 

licensed, p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  who have been r e s i de nts for at least 

three years. One board m e m b e r  shall be a p u b l i c  m e m b e r  w i t h  r.o i n t e r­

est, d i r e c t  or indirect, in the p r a c t i c e s  of optometry, o p t i c.ianry or 

medicine. One b o a r d  m e m b e r  shall be a p h y s i c i a n  licensed in this

s t a t e . A  p e r s o n  w ho has s e r v e d  two s u c c e s s i v e  complete terms m a y  not 

be r e a p p o i n t e d  until four years f r o m  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the s eco nd term 

that the p e r s o n  served.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.72.050 is a m e n d e d  b y  a dding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(6) c o n c e r n i n g  the use of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs and the e d u c a­

tional r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a lie se v a l i d a t i o n  for their use.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.72.060(c) is a m e n d e d  by adding n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:
J}C ^ rx ik T V

(3) w i t h  the advi ce and ^guidance] of the state m e d i c a l

board, d e v e l o p  a list of spe cific d i a g n o s t i c  drugs and their d o sages

that m a y  be us ed in the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  in this state . ^ b y ^ a
i>r
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p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  and r e g i s t e r e d  by the b o a r d  a n d  w i t h  a license v a l i d a­

tion f o r  the use of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs; and

(4) p r o v i d e  for c o n t i n u i n g  education, i n c l u d i n g  an e x a m i n a­

tion, for o p t o m e t r i s t s  d e s iring to use d i a g n o s t i c  drugs.

* Sec. 5. A S  08.72.120 is a m ended b y  a dding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read;

(b) A n  o p t o m e t r i s t  m a y  not b e  r e g i s t e r e d  or c e r t i f i e d  to p r a c­

tice o p t o m e t r y  in this state b e y o n d  the scope of the optome t r i s t ' s

training. The b o a r d  of o p t o m e t r y  shall d e t e r m i n e  the o p t o metrist 's

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  -

* Sec. 6. AS 08.72 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c tion to read;

Sec. 08.72,235. R E F E R R A L  TO M E D I C A L  SPECIALIST. An o p t o m e t r i s t  

wh o  d e t e r m i n e s  d-iring the e x a m i n a t i o n  of a p a t i e n t  that a p a t h o l o g i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n  m a y  '.;xist shall

(1,7 a dvise the patien t of the p o s s i b l e  condition; and 

(2) r e f e r  the p a t ient to an a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  specia l i s t  

for f u r t h e r  evaluation.

* Sec. 7. AS 0 8 . 7 2.240 is amended-by^-trddxhg^ a - n e vj- p a to read:

(1(1) has u s e d  the p r e f i x  "Dr." or "Do ctor" b e f o r e  the licen- 

see's n a m e  w i t h o u t  u sing the w o r d  " o p t o m e t r i s t "  as a s uffix to the 

li c e n s e e ' s  n a m e  or in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  it.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.72 is amende d b y  a d ding a n e w  s e ction  to read;^

Sec. 08.72.257. D I A G N O S T I C  DRUGS. (a) A n  o p t o m e t r i s t  r e g i s­

tered a n d  c e r t i f i e d  to p r a c t i c e  in this state w h o  desires to e mploy  

the u s e  of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs shall

(1) subm it to the b o a r d  e v i dence of s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  

of the e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the b o a r d  for the use of d i a g n o s t i c  

d r u g s ; and

(2) pass an e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the board.
>VV

(b) A n  o p t o m e t r i s t  seeking to be r e g i s t e r e d  and c e r t i f i e d  ,to.
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p r a c t i c e  in this state w i t h  a licens e v a l i d a t i o n  for the use of d i a g­

nos t i c  drugs shall

(1) submit to the b o a r d  at the time of the licensing  e x a m­

ination e v i dence of s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  of the b o a r d ' s  e d ucationa l  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the u s e  of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs; and

(2) pass an e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the board.

(c) U p o n  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that the a p p l i c a n t  in (a) or (b) of 

this s e ction has m e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the use of di agno s t i c  drugs, 

the b o a r d  shall v a l i d a t e  the license of the o p t o m e t r i s t  or successful  

a p p l i c a n t  to a l l o w  the use of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs.

(d) A n  o p t o m e t r i s t  w i t h  a license v a l i d a t i o n  for the use of 

d i a g n o s t i c  drugs shall u n d e r t a k e  the c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c ation requi rements  

e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72.060(4). F a i lure to fulfill the contin u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  shall be grounds for r e v o c a t i o n  of the license 

v a l i d a t i o n  for the use of d i a g n o s t i c  drugs.

7e) /(Ary dptoijie.^r 5 s t \ ^ z ^ h / b  di,^no g t L q c f r  u 1 i^’̂tipf^

w ^ i  11- e t \ o r  ahr" o ^ \w re  sel^N,. ^ g ^ ^ a w a y ^ / b a r t ^ ^ ,  /exchange !y or

d i s W  ibutcK/a i a^uo s t lbs,

*  Sec. 9. AS 08.72.300(2) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) " o p t o m e t r y "  is the examination, o t her than by the use
c5 E rcu r $)& & £& £? / a /  7 / 4 7 3  /? c r" 

of drugs, e x c e p t  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs ^of the h u m a n  eyes and the visual-

s y s t e m  for the p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a depar t u r e  fro m the normal, 

a s c e r t a i n i n g  the status of the h u m a n  v i s u a l  system, i n c l udin g r e f r a c­

tive a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  abilities, or a s c e r t a i n i n g  the p r e s e n c e  of o c ula r 

d i s ease and ar.v o t h e r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the normal which requires r e f e r­

ral to o t h e r  h e a l t h  care practitioner s; or the diagnosis of an optical 

d e f i c i e n c y  cr deformity, v i s u a l  or m u s c u l a r  anomaly of the h u m a n  eye, 

or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  or a p p l i c a t i o n  of lenses, prisms or o c u l a r  e x e r­

cises for the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  of the h u m a n  eye;
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Sec. 10., AS 08.72.300(3) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) " p r a c t i c i n g  optometry" is an examination, other than by

e it r  //0
the u s e  of drugs, except diagnostic  drugs, ^ of the h u m a n  eyes and 

v i s u a l  s y s t e m  for the p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a de parture from the 

normal, a s c e r t a i n i n g  the status of the h u m a n  v i s u a l  system, including 

r e f r a c t i v e  and f u n c t i o n a l  abilities, or a s c e r t a i n i n g  the presence of 

ocular d i s e a s e  an d any other depa r t u r e  from the n o r m a l  w h i c h  requires 

r e f e r r a l  to o t h e r  h e a l t h  care practitioners;  or the diagnosis of an 

optical  d e f i c i e n c y  or deformity, v i s u a l  or m u s c u l a r  anoma ly of the 

h u m a n  eye, or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises 

for the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  of the h u m a n  eye, or the h o l d i n g  of 

o n e s e l f  out as b e i n g  able to do so;

Sec. 11. AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is a m ended by a dding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(y g
(7) " d i a g n o s t i c  drug" m eans a cycloplegic m y d r i atic -wc 

-Copt£al;-attes'&h&cdte that is listed in the o f f i c i a l  U nited States P h a r­

macopoeia, or o f f i c i a l  N a t i o n a l  Formulary, or in a s upplement to 

either of them. Af̂ P jpAPFJOOt D  / Nj Y-)CGC'C.OvhCF. UJlTH- CA'. '12,
o k a  c c ) 1=9



Sec. 1<|. AS 08.72.300(3) is a m ended to read:

(3) " p r a c t i c i n g  optom e t r y "  is an examination, other than by 

the use of drugs, except dia gno s t i c  drugs, of the h u m a n  eyes and 

v i s u a l  s y s t e m  for the p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a d eparture from the 

normal, a s c e r t a i n i n g  the status of the human  v isual system, i n c l u d i n g  

r e f r a c t i v e  and f u n c t i o n a l  abilities, or a s c e r t a i n i n g  the p r e s e n c e  of 

o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  and any ot her departu re from the normal w h i c h  requires  

r e f e r r a l  to o t h e r  h e a l t h  care practitioners; or the diagnosis of an 

o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  or deformity, visual or m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  of the 

h u m a n  eye, or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  of lenses, prisms or o cular e xercises  

for the c o r r e c t i o n  or r elief of the human eye, or the h o l d i n g  of 

o n e s e l f  out as b e i n g  able to do so;

Sec. ltL, AS 08 .72.300 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(7) " d i a g n o s t i c  drug" means a cycloplegic, m y d r i a t i c  or 

topical a n e s t h e t i c  that is listed in the o f f i c i a l  U nited States P h a r­

maco p o e i a ,  or o f f i c i a l  National Formulary, or in a supple m e n t  to 

ei t h e r  of them^ fth.fl /Q(C ĥ  •icco^c/^i-.cc uA •K A s  ofco (c) o )

'-CC. 9 .  A S OQ,l Z. 2.̂ 7 A is rcpe^Jecf <̂,̂ 7 r fet^c-/«?c/r rêc! :
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