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R O N A L D  L .  L A R S O N
D IST R IC T  16B

POUCH V 
JU NEAU . ALASKA  998 W 

(907) 465-3727

p t o u s e  o f  ^ e p r e s e u t a t t o e s

MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATE HESS
FROM: REPRESENTATIVE RON LA R SO N ® / ’ 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS

Having been an a c t i v e  teacher in Alaska f o r  the past 23-k y e a r s ,  I have 
p e r s o n a l l y  seen many days when schoo ls  have remained opened simply to meet 
the mandate o f  "s tudent in sess ion days" ,  when i t  was c l e a r l y  obvious tha t  
in doing so ,  the hea l th  and s a fe t y  o f  many ind iv idua l  students were being 
compromised.
The super in tendent o f  school d i s t r i c t s  needs to be a b l e ,  a t  l e a s t  on a 
l im i t ed  b a s i s ,  to prov ide school c l o su r e  days,  when in t h e i r  op in ion the 
hea l th  and s a fe t y  o f  students may be je opa rd ized  by requ i r in g  student a t t e n ­
dance. (Example: days with extreme weather c ond i t i o n s ,  breakdown o f  school
heat ing system, lo s s  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  power, po s s ib le  bomb t h r e a t s ,  o r  o the r  
unforeseen th re a t s  to hea l th  and s a fe t y  c o n d i t i o n s ) .
I might note tha t  as a class room teache r ,  I found tha t  classroom procedures 
and genera l l e a rn ing  experiences are best re ta ined  by using normal procedures 
f o r  missed work, instead o f  t r y in g  to make up missed work by ho ld ing school 
on Saturdays o r  extending school days a t  the end o f  the r e g u la r  school yea r .
A persona l example I might c i t e  i s :  during one such day l a s t  y e a r ,  I know
o f  f i v e  automobi le acc idents invo lv ing  students t r y in g  to get to school under 
extreme icy  road c ond i t i on s .  School was held a l l  tha t  day with on ly  15-20% o f  
the students p re sen t ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  no r e g u l a r  classroom type i n s t ru c t i o n  took 
p lace .  The on ly  purpose o r  va lue  in ho ld ing school tha t  day was to s a t i s f y  a 
requirement under S ta te  law. I might a l s o  add tha t  the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
i s  a l s o  being sued a t  t h i s  time over a bus accident tha t  took p lace on a day when 
road cond i t ions  were ex tremely icy .



STATE OF ALASKA 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FISCAL IMPACT

B i l l  No: House B i l l  No. 125____________________________Date on B i l l :  1 /26 /8 3_______________________
T i t l e : "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  'emergency c l o su r e  days ' in  response t o  a t h r e a t  t o  the hea l th  and
Sponsor: R ep re sen ta t iv e  Larson s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s . "
Reques to r :
1 .  Estimated f i s c a l  impacts on: 

a. Expend i tu res :

Department o f  Heal th & Soc ia l  S e rv ice s  

(Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )
FY 83 FY 84 FY 8E FY 86

Capita l 0 0 0 0
^ p e r a t i n g _ 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 , 0

B. Revenues: 
Revenue

2.  Source o f  funds t o  o f f s e t  f i s c a l  impact o f  b i l l :
R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  funding i s  tha t  o f  the au tho r  o f  the b i l l .

3 .  Assumptions:

4 .  D is c la ime r :  ^
This statement has- not t)^en revie'wedxby 0MB in the -vp f f ice  o f  tpe Governor,  l tw ioes
not r£[ i' -esent"'the p o l i c y  o f  the S h e f f i e l d  Adm in is t ra t ion  or the f i n a l  es t imate o f  f i s c a l
impac*

Prepared by: Dean T i r a d o r ,  M.D.  Phone: 465 -2113_____________
D iv i s i o n :  P ub l i c  H e a l t h ________________ [_________Date: 2 / 8 / 8 3
Approved by Coinmi s s i o n e r : Date: ^  /  •?- 2 - , ^ 3
■Department: Hea l th  and Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s __________________________
5.  D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r ig i n a l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance 
Copy t o  0MB
Copy t o  Sponsor
Copy t o  Requestor 2 / 8 / 8 3



POSITION PAPER

HOUSE BILL NO. 125

"An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  'emergency c lo su re  days' in response t o  a t h r e a t  tc  
the hea l th  or s a fe t y  o f  s tu d en t s . "
This B i l l  amends AS 1 4 . 0 3 . 0 3 0  by adding a p ro v i s i o n  th a t  an "emergency 
c l o s u r e  day" may be sub s t i tu ted  f o r  a day in se ss ion  because o f  c ond i t i on s  
posing a t h r e a t  t o  the hea l th  or s a fe t y  o f  s tudents .
The Department o f  Hea l th and S oc ia l  Se rv ices  cannot comment on the educa­
t i o n a l  impact o f  the new p ro v i s i o n .  Emergency c lo su re s  f o r  s t r i c t l y  hea l th  
or s a f e t y  reasons are a r e l a t i v e l y  uncommon event and can be kept at a 
minimum by s t r i c t  enforcement o f  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  
to  immunization requirements and bu i ld ing  and s a f e t y  codes. In the past 
y e a r ,  the re  have been no ins tances in which the D iv i s i o n  o f  P ub l i c  Hea l th  
has recommended c lo su r e  o f  a schoo l due to  h ea l th  rea sons .  The most l i k e l y  
reasons  f o r  c l o su r e  would p robab ly  r e l a t e  t o  envi ronmental  c on s id e ra t i o n s  
due t o  f a i l u r e  o f  u t i l i t i e s  such as hea t ing ,  water or sewerage systems.

Recommended
E. S. Rabeau, M.D. ,  D i r e c t o r  
D iv i s i o n  o f  P ub l i c  Hea l th

Date :

Approved by:
Robert London Smith, Ph.D.
Commissioner
Department o f  Hea l th  and S oc ia l  Se rv ices

Date: 2  / f /?3



FISCAL NOTE

I . R E Q UEST
B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. HB - 125__________________________ _____________________________
Title An Act r e l a t i n g  to 'emergency c l o s u r e  d ay s 1. . .
R e c u e s t e d  by House HESS Date 4 /22 /83

II. FISCAL D E T A I L
A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d  Educa t ion___________________________________________________
P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  Affected Flp^ontqrv and Secondary Education____________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected K-1? Fr.unriptinn Support *
(Note: If more than one b udget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

T H E  LEGISLATURE 0" THE STATE OF A L A S K A  '

THIFTEZNTH LFr-ISLATORE

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 3 CO CTi FY 87 FY 88
100 PERS O N A L  SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
400 CO M M O DITIES
500 EQUI P M E N T
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 G R A N T S ,C L A I M S ,E T C . 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0  0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUND
F E D ERAL FUNDS
OTHER (SDecify Source)OPERATING

0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL
POS I T I O N S  n //\

FULL TIME
PAR T  TIME
T E MPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note P reparation Instruction, Section III)

THIS FISCAL NOTE IS PRESENTLY BEING REVIEWED BY THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND BUDGET.

This b i l l  has no f i s c a l  impact.

IV. date_______2 /2 2 /8 3_____________ PREPARED BY Steve Hole
AGENCY Education

Original: L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance PHONE 465-2865 
cc: B udget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Mamed) 

33-001 (Rev. 12/82)
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