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O f f e r e d :  2 / 2 8 / S A
R e t e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  M o s s

I N  T H E  S E N A T E 3Y THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 3 7  ( R e s o u r c e s )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  r a n g e ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B V  T H E  . E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t

( 1. )  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  h e r d  i s  a  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  s t a t e

w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e ;

( 2 )  d r a w i n g  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

l i s o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a  v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  s t a t e  r e v e n u e ;

( 3 )  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  h e r d  l i a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  D e l t a

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t  a s  a  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r  r a n g e ;

( 4 )  t h e  f e e d i n g ,  w a l l o w i n g ,  a n d  t r a v e l i n g  b y  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

b i s o n  h e r d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  d a m a g e  t o  

c r o p s ,  m o n e t a r y  l o s s  t o  l o c a l  f a r m e r s ,  l e g a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  

t o  t h e  h e r d ;

( 5 )  t h e  b i s o n  r a n g e  c o n c e p t  i s  a  p r o v e n  m e a n s  o f  k e e p i n g  b i s o n

i n  a n  a r e a  a s  l o n g  a s  a d e q u a t e  f o r a g e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  r a n g e ;

( 6 )  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  

r a n g e  a r e a  i s  i n a d e q u a t e -  t o  s u s t a i n  b i s o n  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  w e e k s ;

( 7 )  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  f o r a g e  o n  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

b i s o n  r a n g e  a r e a  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c ­

t i o n  b i s o n  h e r d  a n d  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  k e e p  t h e  h e r d  f r o m  g r a z i n g  w i t h i n  t h e

D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t ;  a n d

( 8 )  a  b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  m u s t  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

-1- C S S B  3 3 7 ( R e s )

tirarifwiinw.'-m



1 b i s o n  h e r d  f r o m  d r i f t i n g  o n t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  c a u s i n g  f u r t h e r  h a r m  t o

2  c r o p s .

3 *  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 6  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

4  S e c .  1 6 . 0 5  3 4 6 .  P E R M I T  A P P L I C A T I O N S .  ( a )  I f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e

5  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  o p e n  s e a s o n  f o r  m u s k  o x e n  a n d  h a s  n o t  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i t n i -

6 n a t e d  t h e  $ 5 0 0  r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a )  ( 1 6 ) ,  t h e  d e p a r t -

7 m e n t  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a  d r a w i n g  f o r  p e r m i t s  t o  t a k e  t h e  m u s k  o x e n .  I f

8  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  o p e n  s e a s o n  f o r  m u s k  o x e n  f o r  w h i c h

9  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  h a s  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e ,  t h e

1 0  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i s s u e  p e r m i t s  t o  t a k e  t h e  m u s k  o x e n  i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n

11 w h i c h  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  1' e p a r t m e n t .  A  p e r s o n  i s  n o t

1 2  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m u s k  o x e n  p e r m i t  a  y e a r .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t

1 3  m a y  n o t  c h a r g e  a  f e e  f o r  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  m u s k  o x e n  p e r m i t  f o r  a n

1 4  o p e n  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  h a s  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i n . i n a t e d  t h e

1 5  r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a ) ( 1 6 ) .  I n  a l l  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e

1 5  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a  m u s k  o x ^ r .  p e r m i t  i s  $ 1 0 .

1 7  ( b )  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a  d r a w i n g  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e

18  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  b i s o n  i n  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  r a n g e

19  a r e a  i s  $ 1 0 .

2 0  ( c )  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( a )  a n d  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e

2 1  p e r m i t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a l l  s p e c i e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  l i m i t e d  d r a w i n g  i s

2 2  c o n d u c t e d  i s  $ 5 .

2 3  *  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 6  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

2 4  S e c .  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 6 .  P E R M I T  A P P L I C A T I O N S .  ( a )  I f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e

2 5  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  o p e n  s e a s o n  f o r  m u s k  o x e n  a n d  h a s  n o t  x ' e d u c e d  o r  e l i m i -

2 6  n a t e d  t h e  $ 5 0 0  r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 0 5  . 3 4 0 ( a )  ( 1 6 ) ,  t h e  d e p a r t -

2 7  m e n t  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a  d r a w i n g  f o r  p e r m i t s  t o  t a k e  t h e  m u s k  o x e n .  I f

7.8 t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  o p e n  s e a s o n  f o r  m u s k  o x e n  f o r  w h i c h

2 9  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  h a s  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e ,  t h e

CSSB 3 3 7 ( R e s ) - 2 -
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w h i c h  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  A  p e r s o n  i s  n o t

e l i g i b l e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m u s k  o x e n  p e r m i t  a  y e a r .  T h e  d 1. ,  > m e n t

m a y  n o t  c h a r g e  a  f e e  f o r  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  m u s k  o x e n  p e r m i t  o r  a n  

o p e n  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  h a s  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  

r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a )  ( 1 6 ) .  I n  a l l  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e

a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a  m u s i c  o x e n  p e r m i t  i s  $ 1 0 .

( b ;  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  p e r m i t  

a p o l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a l l  s p e c i e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  l i m i t e d  d r a w i n g  i s  

c o n d u c t e d  i s  $ 5 .

S e c .  4 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  l b . 2 0 . 3 1 1 .  B I S O N  R A N G E  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E .  ( a )  T h e

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i - t  a  s e v e n - m e m b e r  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  m e m b e r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r e s t s :

1 1 )  t w o  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j ­

e c t  ;

( 2 )  t w o  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  s p o r t  h u n t e r s  

a n d  t h e  s t a t e  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ;

( 3 )  o n e  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n o n c o n s u m p t i v e  w i l d l i f e  u s e r s ;

( 4 )  o n e  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t i m b e r ,  m i n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c o n ­

s u m p t i v e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s ;  a n d

( 5 )  o n e  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y .

( b )  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  a n d  o f f e r  i t s  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  c>f F i s h  a n d  G a m e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l ,  o n  m a t t e r s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  g . u n e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 3 1 0  a n d  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  a l o n g  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e .

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i s s u e  p e r m i t s  t o  t a k e  t h e  musk  o x e n  i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n

- 3 - C S S B  3 3 7 ( R e s )



(c) A me m b er  of the advisory committee is not e n ti t l e d  to per 

diem, travel, or other com p e n s a t io n  from the state for the p er f o r m a n c e 

of acts as a committee member.

Sec. 16.20.312. B I S O N  RANGE T I M B E R  SALES. The D e partment of 

Natural Resources, d i v i s i o n  of forestry, shall provide for the sale of 

timber in the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  range area in a manner that does 

not delay i m p l e m e n t a t io n  of the game m a nagement p l a n  r e q u ir e d  u nder 

AS 16.20.310.

* Sec. 5. AS 1C 20.300, 16.20.310, 16.20.311, 16.20.312, and 16.20.320

10 are repealed.

11 * Sec. 6. Section 3, ch, 39, SLA 1979 and sec. 1, ch. 73, SLA 1980 are

12 repealed.

L3 * Sec. 7. Sections 1, 2, 6, and 6 of this Act take effect July 1, 1984.

14 * Sec. 8. Sections 3 and 5 of this Act take effect August 1, 1995.
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SENATE B IL L  337/338 February 17, 1984

Senate Bill 337:

Senate Bill 338:

"An Act relatinq to the Delta Junction bison range; 
and providing for an effective date."

"An Act making special appropriations for development 
of the Delta Junction bison range and construction of 
a bison herd d r if t  ba rr ie r;  and providing for an 
effective date."

Ever since agriculture was introduced into the Delta area there has 
been a conflict between the bison and the farmers. Senate Bills 337 and 
338 are introduced to offer a lasting solution to the problems created bv 
bison getting h u n g ry  at the same time that the farmers' crops are ripening 
in the fields.

These two bills would provide for the development of an alternative 
feeding area to the agricultural developments for the bison's fall and 
winter range. In addition to providing for foraqe for bison, SB 337 and 
338 would provide for the construction o f  a bison d r if t  barrier to aid in 
keeping the bison herd from d r ift in g  into the agricultural fields. These 
bills also pro, : dc for timber sales on the range, expansion of tourist 
facilities, and the creation of a Bison Range A d viso rv  Committee.



SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON A G CR ICU LTIIR E 
Senator H. Pappy Moss, Chairman

MOTES ON TH E  DELTA JUNCTION BISON R A N G E  February,1984

BACKGROUND

The Delta Junction Bison Range was established bv *he Alaska 
Legislature in 1979 to "provide an adeauate winter range for the 
bison," and to "diminish the damaqe caused bv the herds to 
agriculturally  developed land." Tne 70,000 acre Range grew out of the 
Delta Land Use Plan, in which citizens and agencies involved in 
resource management recommended that the land north of the mountains 
and south of the Alaska Highway should be used for recreation and 
w ild life, especially bison, and the land north of the highway should be 
developed for agriculture.

THE PROBLEM

Shortly after their arrival in the Delta area in 1978, a pattern of annual 
bison movements began to emerge. During summer, the animals spent 
their time on the gravel bars along the Delta R iver, and in fall thev 
graduallv moved to the Delta area to take advantage of the open 
forests. Later in the w inter, thev slowiy moved back toward Delta 
R iver. T h is  basic movement pattern continues today.

When small farms were developed in the Delta area in the early 1950's, 
the grain fields in the farming area became, and will continue to be 
until some alternative has been provided, a major part of the bison's 
winter range. The development of the Bison Range will provide 
diversion feed areas, and as they are increased in size, thev will 
become able to support the bison throughout the winter periods.

THE SOLUTION

The effectiveness of providing an alternate range to the agriculture 
fields has been shown. As land on the Range has been cleared and 
planted, bison use of the range has increased and anricultural damage 
has been reduced. Implementation of Senate Bills 337 and 338 would 
provide fall bison range to reduce or eliminate crop depredations; 
increase bison winter range; and also provide a variety  of habitats for 
game and nongame species. Recreational opportunities includinn 
h u n tin g , trapping, view inn, and photographv would be enhanced. 
Timber resources would be harvested, offsetting the costs of 
development over time and boosting the local economy.
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QUESTIONS AMD THOUGHTS ON THE BISON HERD 
AND BISON RANGE DEVELOPMENT

***

Senator H. Pappy Moss 
February, 1984

1. How many bison are in the herd today?

According to Dave Johnson, Fish and Game Biologist at Delta 
Junction, there are between 300 and 325 bison now in the herd. His 
approximate figure is 321. By the spring, immediately prior to 
caiving, this number will have been reduced bv roadkills and hunting 
to approximately 300.

2. How many farms are actually impacted by the bison damage?

Before development of the Delta I S 11, projects, the bison roamed 
the Clearwater/Big Delta agricultural areas. Since the Delta I £ II 
projects have been producing crops, most of the damage done has 
occurred there. In 1983, the winter bison range supported the biton 
herd through September, significantly reducing the amount of damage to 
crops. However, by September, having depleted the forage on the 
winter range, the bison moved across the hiohwav to the Brehmor tract 
and up the Gerstle River to the Mitchell and Rutt tracts where thev 
still caused considerable damage to the crops.

The damage to the crops is caused bv the bison eating, trampling, 
and wallowing in the fields, and also bv contamination of certified fields 
through the introduction of non-certified grains and weeds via the 
hison's droppings.

3. Is there any harrier currently  in place and what exactlv is a bison 
d r ift  barrier?

There is currently  no bison d r if t  barrier in place. The proposed 
bison d r ift  barrier is a training device more than a physical barrier.
It is a type of fence that is commonly used in bison and other 
wildlife manacement. The barrier is constructed of four high tensile 
strength smooth steel wires, two of which are electrified.

The barrier will not contain the herd, but will deflect their 
movement away from the agricultural areas.
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4. How import-'nt is the barrier to the effectiveness of this bill?

The main emphasis of the bill is the development of the winter 
range for the bison. The development of the range will laroelv 
control the bison herd bv providing a diversionary planting which will 
be an attractive alternative to the agricultural fields. The barrier 
reinforces the use of the bison range by the herd by deflecting thier 
movement back into that area.

The conflict between the bison and the farmers develops between 
August and October. This harvesting time? for the farmer coincides 
with the depletion of the bison's currently  available winter forage.

5. Why is an A dvisory Committee necessan'?

There are few issues that an entire community can come to total 
agreement on. The City of Delta Junction, from a diversity  of areas 
within the community, uniformly supports the bison herd. Input from 
A dvisory Committee members representing the Delta agricultural 
project; nonconsumptive wildlife users; timber, mining and other 
consumptive natural resource industries; and tourism would offer local 
advice to the Department of Fish and Came, the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development, and the Alaska Agricultural Action Council. 
Local participation in the development of a game management plan and 
the construction and maintenance of the bison d r ift  barrier would he! 
maintain the consolidated support for the bison projects within the 
community. The A dvisory Committee, representing all concerned 
factions of the communitv would be of considerable help to the 
state departments in developing policies in a mood of comnromis- .id 
single purpose, rather than in conflict.

Members of the Advisory Committee would not be entitled to per 
idem, travel, or other compensation from the s*ato for their duties as 
committee members, so there would be no fiscal impact from this 
portion of the bill.

6 . What tourist facilities exist at this time, anc! what type are being 
proposed?

T h e r e  are currently no tourist facilites at the Risen Range.
There is a general tourist information center in the City of Delta 
Junction about 13 miles to the northwest which is operated by the 
Chamber of Commerce. There is no special presentation there, or at 
the range, where the bison project and the bispp range could be 
explained to the public at this tine.

Simple viewing platforms are beinn proposed. There are two well 
sites on the range where pools would be developed and salt would be 
placed to attract the bison. In ncarbv groves o f  trees, elevated
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platforms with slots or holes in plvwocci fronts facing the watering holes 
would be set up. These platforms would provide viewina and 
photography sites where tourists could observe the bison without 
d isturbing them. These sites would be within reasonable walking 
distance from the highway. These facilities will be simple and relatively 
easy to build and maintain.

Future development of the tourist facilities at the range wouid 
be gradual and based upon the use and demand placed upon the existing 
facilities. A more elaborate facility might include an information 
station or an interpretation center at the range and special guided 
tours into the range. Any funds generated by offering these tours, or 
through sale of publications at the information center, could be fed 
back into the pronram to further develop walking trails or 
interpretive  exhibits at the range.

7. What type of burnino is required to clear the range?

O rig in a lly , naturally caused wildfires periodically swept the 
range, keeping it clear of brush and deciduous growth. The absense of 
brush allowed the winds to sweep the range clear of snow, enabling the 
bison to graze throughout the winter. When the area became populated, 
the wildfires were strictly controlled, and much of the grazing area 
became covered with dense brush. This allowed the snow to accumulate 
in d r ifts ,  burv ing what grazing range had been left availahle to the 
bison in their original winter range.

The burning which will be required to clear the ranqe will 
duplicate the action of the natural wildfires bv removing the brush 
thereby increasing light and moisture available to the natural grass 
seed. The natural grasses will be able to grow back and become 
re-established as a perennial. The low brush which does follow after 
such prescribed burning creates a browse for moose, which also inhabit 
the range area.

Prescribed burning takes place under strictly  controlled conditions 
with extreme precautions against michap. Only when wind and moisture 
conditions are exactly right for that operation, would the burning be 
allowed. Fxtensive measures are taken to insure safetv during this 
operation which involves the use o f  a helicoptor and over 60 people 
to monitor the b u rn . The cost of providing a range by this method of 
burnino and natural seedino is approximately $?0/ar.ro as compared to 
$100/acre for conventional clearing and seedino.
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8 . Why are the hunt permit fees being raised, and who administers 
the Bison Hunt Permits?

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game issues the Bison Hunt 
Permits. There were 75 permits issued last year among 10,000 
applicants. The plan to raise the fee for application f rom five 
dollars to ten dollars will increase the revenue from that sale to about 
$100,000 to the state. The addition $50,000 obtained is approximated 
the same amount as would be reguirec! to maintain the larger bison 
range. The increase in permint application fees is supported bv the 
Alaska Outdoors Council.

9. Is there, currently  anv timber harvesting on the bison range?

Within the bison range there has already been some small scale 
timber sales. Some areas within the bison range have been marked for 
timber sales, and the sales would be administered bv the Division of 
Forestrv. Approximately $32,000 is expected to b< derived from sales 
of firewo-d and pole cutting after burns. Increased revenues would he 
obtained bv commercial sales. This combined personal use/commercial 
timber harvest sale would be managed by staff from the Delta area 
already employed by the Division of Forestrv.

10. Is the range a bison reserve to be used exclusively bv the bison?

No, in addition to serving as the bison's winter ranne, the area 
would also s^rve moose, caribou and other wildlife indiginous to the 
area. The Range wouic! provide a new habitat for sharp-tailed grouse 
and additional hunting oportunities for bison, moose, bear, grouse, 
hares, and furbeare^s. The area is also used for recreational purposes 
as well as for timber and firewood sales, with the public being 
encouraged to use the area for camping, f ishing, h u ntin g , trapping, 
h ik in g , view ing, photography, dog sled racing and forth.
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SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE CM A G C R IC U LTU P F 
Senator H. Pappy Moss, Chairman

N O T E S  O N  T H E  D E L T A  J U N C T I O N  B I S O N  P A N G E F e b r u a r y , 1984

"DON'T FENCE ME IN"

While there is almost unanimous agreement that the development of 
the Delta Junction Bison Ranae is a good idea, the issue of whether, 
and where, to put up a bison barrier is the subject of much debate.

Opposition to placing the barrier along the northern boundary of 
the bison range is stronolv felt by area sportsmen, who view that 
placement as the first, step to fencing in the now free-roaming bison.
It is important to consider several factors regarding placement of the 
bison b a rrie r, including the fact that the harrier's main function is as a 
training device, ratner than a physical barrier. It is designed to 
deflect the movement of the bison back into the Cison Panne, not to 
contain them.

Placement of the bison barrier along the northern erine of the 
Delta Junction Bison Range is proposed for the following reasons:

1 . Improved Alaska Highway safety for highwav travelers and
reduced roadkilis of bison.

7. Reduction of bison tresspass onto private property of
residents living on the south side of the Highway.

3. The proposed Alaska Railroad extension is planned south of
the highway, and the barrier should be south of the planned 
extension for the safety of the bison herd as weil as the rail 
operations.
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S ENATE B I L L  NO. 337 

IN T H E  L E G IS LATURE OF T H E  STATE OF AL A S K A  

TH I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION 

A BI L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Delta J u nc t i o n  bison range;

and p r o vi d i n g  for an e f fective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I SL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section i. L E GI S L A T I V E  FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) the D el t a  J u n c t i o n  b is o n  herd is a hi g h l y  v a l u e d  state

wildl i f e  resource;

(2) d r a w i ng  permits issued for the hunting of D elta J u n c t i o n  

b ison constitute a v a l uable source of state revenue;

(3) the D e l t a  J u n c ti o n  b i s o n  her d  has establ i s he d  the D elta

a g r i cultural project as a fall and w i n t e r  range;

(4) the feeding, wallowing, and tra v e l i ng  by the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

b ison herd w i t h i n  the D e l t a  agri cu l t u r a l  project has resulted in da m a g e  to 

crops, monetary loss to local farmers, legal conflicts, and p h y sical h a r m  

to the herd;

(5) the b i s o n  range concept is a pr o v e n means of k e e p i n g  b i s o n

in an area as long as adequate forage is available on the range;

(6) the current state of develo p m e n t  of the De l t a  J u n c t i o n  b ison 

range area is i n adequate to sust ai n  b i s o n  for mor e than a few weeks;

(7) the exp an s i o n  of a vailable forage on the Delta J u n c t i o n  

bison range area is r e quired to provide a w i n t e r  range for the D e l t a  J u n c­

tion bison h erd and to e ffectively k e e p  the h erd from graz i n g w i t h i n  the

D elta agricultural project; and

(8) a b i s o n  drift b a r ri e r  must be constructed along the s o u t h e r n  

b o u ndary of the D elta agricultural project to prevent the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

IN THE SENATE BY MOSS
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1 b i s o n  her d  from d r i f ti n g  onto the project and causing further harm to

2 crops.

3 * Sec. 2. AS 16.20 is amended by adding n e w sections to read:

4 Sec. 16.20.311. B I S O N  RANGE A D V IS O R Y  COMMITTEE. (a) The

5 g o v e r n o r  shall appoint a seve n - m e m be r  Delta J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  Range

6 A d v i s o r y  Committee. The g o v e r no r  shall appoint members to represent

7 the f o l lowing interests:

8 (1) two memb e r s r e p r e s en t i n g  the D e l t a  agri c u l t j r a l proj-

9 e c t ;

10 (2) two members rep r e se n t i n g  D e l t a  Junction sport hunters

11 and the state fish and game advisory committee;

12 (3) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t in g  non c o n s u mp t i v e  w i ld l i f e  users;

13 (4) one m e m b e r  rep r e s e n t in g  timber, mi n i n g and other con-

14 sumptive natural resource industries; and

15 (5) one m e m b e r  r e p re s e n t i n g  the tour i s m  industry.

16 (b) The co m mittee shall consult wit h  and offer its advice to the

17 D e p a r t m e nt  of F is h  and Game, the Department of Commerce and Economic

18 Development, and the Ala s k a  A g r i c u l t ur a l  A ct i o n  Council, on matters

19 r e l a t in g  to the game m anagement plan required u nder AS 16.20.310 and

20 the c o n s t r u c t i o n and m a i n t e n a nc e  of a bison d :ift barrier along the

21 s ou t h e r n  b o u ndary of the Delta a g r i cultural project.

22 (c) A m em b e r  of the advisory committee is not e n t i t l e d  to per

23 diem, travel, or other c o m pe nsation from the state for the pe r f o r m an c e

24 of acts as a committee member.

25 Sec. 16.20.312. BISON HUNT PERMIT FEE. The a p p l i c a ti o n  fee for

26 a d r a w i n g  permit issued by the D epartment of F ish and Game for the

27 hunti n g  of b i s on  in the D e l t a  Ju n c t i o n  b i s o n  range area is $10.

28 Sec. 16.20.313. BISON RANGE T I M B E R  SALES. The Depa r t m e n t of

29 Natural Resources, d i v i s i o n  of forestry, shall provide for the sale of



1 timber in the D e l t a  Junction b i s o n  range area in a m a n n e r  that does

not d elay i m p l e m en t a t i o n  of the game ma nagement p l a n  required u n d e r

3 AS 16.20.310.

A * Sec. 3. AS 16.20.300, 16.20.310, 16.20.311, 16.20.312, 16.20.313, and

5 16.20.320 are repealed.

6 * Sec. 4. S e c t i o n  3, ch. 39, SLA 1979 and sec. 1, ch. 73, SLA 1980 are

7 repealed.

8 * Sec. 5. Sections 1, 2 and 4 of this Act take effect July 1, 1984.

9 * Sec. 6. Sect i o n  3 of this Act takes effect August 1, 1995.
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