CoOMMITTETE REPORT

SENATE
FURTHER:
5/i 't
Date: LUJa \
Mr. President:
The Committee on 7.1 u/;5 1. has had ifi. -lib

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee)
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ ] do pass [ 3 do riot pass

[ 3 do pass with attached amendments(s)

] same title
[ 3 replace with CS for [ ] new title

and recommends
[ 3 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ 3 New Fiscal Note
[ 3 reports it back without recommendation
[ 3 referred to the Committee
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Introduced: 2/21/83
Referred: Judiciary and Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY CATO
HOUSE BILL NO. 214
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the number of superior court
judges; and providing for an effective date.™
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists
of 27 [26] judges, five of whom shall be judges 1in the first judicial
district, three of whom shall be judges in the second jJudicial dis—
trict, 14 [13] of whom shall be judges in the third judicial district,
and five of whom shall be judges 1in the fourth judicial district. At
the time of submitting the names of nominees to the governor to fill a
vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall also
designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 2. The Alaska Court System may enter into negotiations for lease
or rental space in Valdez for use by the superior court.
* S~hc. 3. This Act takes effect immediately 1in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(o0".

-1- HB 214



STATE (F ALASKA

FASCAL NOIE Revision Date 1583
—ey* 0C -~
REQUEST amo A II. HSCAL DETAL
Bl 11/Resolution No™ THB 214 Agency Affected:Alaska Court System
Tit!e: Nurber* OF* Superior Court Judoes Program Category Affected: Justice
Sponsor: Cato BRU, Program of Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: Judiciary- [JFinance Alaska Court System
or.S.

BEPE\DITURE'REVb M S (Thousands of Dollars)
Fr 838 FF84 F 8 F8 Fr8 Frsas
CPERATING 21.4 21.4 21.4 21.4 21,4
100 PERSONAL SFRVIGES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COVMDOTIES

500 EQURVENT
600 LAND | STRUCTURES !
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, EIC 1
TOTAL CPERATING . 1.21-4 21.4 21.4 21.4 21.4
CAPITAL
RBVBENLE
FUNDING  (Thousands of Dollars)
CENERAL AUND 214 1214 23.4 214 1214
FECERAL RNCS 1 1
OHR (Specify Source) 1 |
1 ! 1
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME I I I 1
PART-TIME 1 1 i 1
TEVRCRARY [ [ |
i i i I
1. SORE G- RINDS TO OFRSET HSCAL IMPACT GF BILL:
IV. ANALYSIS. At
Prepared By:
Division: Alaska Court System, Administration Date: 3/31/83
Approved by Commissioner: Date:
Department:
Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)
Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)
Copy to Sponsor o
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/83



FYy 84 COST OF IMPLEMENTING HB 214

PERSONNAL SERVICES:

. Salary (Superior Court Judge - Valdez) $ 82,368
Benefits (Retirement, variable & fTixed) 80,129
Total Cost of Superior Court Judge $162,515
Less: Budgeted funds for exisitmg -
District Court Judge position. 141,157
Net cost of upgrading Valdez court to
superior court level. , ; $ 21,358
ANALYSIS: ) . .

This bill would upgrade the district court judge position in
Valdez to the superior court level. The fiscal Impact i1s limited
to the i1ncreased costs of salary and benefits. There appears to
be adequate clerical support in Valdez at the present staffing
level.

While it would be beneficial to the court to add. a law clerk
($38,000/year total cost) this is not requested at this time.



STATE (F ALASKA

FISCAL NOIE Revision D2te . 1S8s3 1
~QUEST II. FHSCAL DETAIL
Sin/Resolution No.: nhp 214 Aoency Affected: bpepartment Of Law
Tit"ie: "superior Court Judges" Program Category Affected: adm. of Justice-

Sponsor: Rep. Cato

BRU, Program of Subprogram”) Affectea:
Requestor: House Judiciary Committee

Prosecution

EXPENDITURESREVENUES. (Thousands of Dollars) »1
&8I &3 | KTT" FY 8 | FY-87 1 Fr 88
OPERATING 1 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERMICES 1 1 1
200 TRAVEL | 1 1! _
300 CONTRACTUAL . 1 1 | |
400 COVMCDITIES | - 1 1 1
.500 EQUIPVENT rr/ [ f&! 1 I t I
-500 LAND & STRUCTURES 1 1 1 -1
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, EIC 1 - 1 i 1 -t 1
! 1 1 1 1- 1
IOIAL OPERATING 1-0- 1 150 1 159 1 169 1 179 1 19.0
CAPITAL
I RCYCNU:
FUNDING  (Thousands of Pol Tars) =M e.c-lijsHryf-ar-
GENERAL AUND -0- 150 | 159 | 169 | 179 | 19.0 |
FEDERAL  RUNDS

OHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -0- 1 -0- -0- 1 -0- 1-0- 1-0-
PART-TIME 1 1 1 1 1
TEMPCRARY 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
SORE F ANDS TO OFSET HSCAL IMPACT O BILL: ) -
Not specified by sponsor.
V. ANALYSIS: AtjPch" ajseparjjte jpagej'br any Analysis
Prepared By: Richard 1. Pegues, Iftirector Phone: 465-3672
Division: Administrative Seryicps”DivisionT ’ Date: April 5. 1983

. . r<f_vL_Li /
Approved by Cormi ssioner:. Korean C.

Department:__pepartment of Lav

{-o/z
Gorsucl/.) Attorney General Date: April 5, 1983

Di stri buti on:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)

Ccpv to Department (for Governor introduced bills)
Copy to Sponsor

Cccv to Requestor (if different frcm Soor.scrl



KE 214
Fiscal Analysis

It is estimated that the establishment of a superior
court in Valdez will 1increase district attorney travel to Valdez
from one week each month to two weeks per month. Current annual
travel expenses for Valdez are estimated at $15,000 including
withess subsistence expenses. A doubling of this effort would
require an additional $15,000 in travel funds. This 1is the total
amount being requested in this fiscal note.  _ . _ ..

Caseload statistics iIndicate that the Valdez area can
be satisfactorily serviced from other/offices until such time as
the caseload warrants a full-time resident prosecutor. At the
present time Valdez 1is being handled by our two attorneys from
the Palmer office where Valdez cases represent only 20Z of their

total caseload.
-n . =V "e7 . -7rr e.

zhr> ,m°* "l emw e - - - _

. “ Creation of a full service prosecutor"s office at
Valdez would require the addition of one Attorney V and one Legal
Secretarv I, as well as associated support costs Tfor expanded
office space, equipment, word processing, a small law library,
and increased communications. _.The following additional costs

would be incurred to establish such an office on a 10 month year
start-up basis:

Personel Services . 94.2

Travel = 7.5
(single time transfer cost)

Contractual 10.0

(expanded office space &
communications)

Commodities - on-going 4.0
Commodities - single time 6.0
Equipment - single time 17.5

Total $139.2
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Analysis

This bill would establish a superior court judge
position in Valdez, Alaska. The prosecution of criminal cases in
Valdez 1is currently handled through the maintenance of a small
office staffed by a paralegal in Valdez, and the services of an
attorney from the District Attorney®"s office in Palmer. An
assistant district attorney now travels to Valdez approximately
once a month, and stays there for about one week. IT a superior
court judge were permanently assigned to Valdez, it is estimated
that the increased workload would require that this assistant

district attorney travel to Valdez twice a month for about a week
each time.

Caseload statistics 1iIndicate that the Palmer District
Attorney"s office can satisfactorily service the Valdez area
through periodic visits. Some members of the Valdez community
have expressed a desire for a fully staffed district attorney"s
off. ce located iIn their area, however. At a minimum, the opening
of a complete district attorney®"s office in Valdez would reouire
the addition of one full-time prosecuting attorney, one fuli-tirae
secretary, more office space, and basic legal research materials.
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HB 214--By Pep. Cato
Statistics phoned in from Anchorage today:

In the past 16 months, to date., there have been 9 trips from
Anchorage by Superior Court judges to hold court sessions in
Valdez and Cordova. (Four trips to Cordova, Five to Valdez)

Five different Superior Court judges of Anchorage were involved b
in handling the nine trips.

Total number of days scheduled for them was 36 working days,
although one of the 5-day schedules was canceled, making 31 actual days
expended by a judge away from Anchorage.

For Hay, June & July, 1983, there are three five-day trips scheduled,
two to Valdez and one to Glennallen, for a total of 15 poojected
work days. .(These will be handled by Judge Cutler, out of Palmer).



rApr*il 8, 1983
HB214--By Pep. Cato
Statistics phoned in from Anchorage today:

In the past 16 months, to date., there have been 9 trips from
Anchorage by Superior Court judges to hold court sessions in
Valdez and Cordova. (Four trips to Cordova, Five to Valdez)

Five different Superior Court judges of Anchorage were involved
in handling the nine trips.

Total number of days scheduled for them was 36 working days,

although one of the 5-day schedules was canceled, making 31 actual days
expended by a judge away from Anchorage.

For May, June & July, 1983, there are three five-day trips scheduled,
two to Valaez and one to Glennallen, for a total of 15 projected
work days. (These will be handled by Judge Cutler, out of Palmer).





