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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 1 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e

IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  C A T O

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 214 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the n u m b e r  of s u p e r i o r  c o u r t

j u d g e s ;  an d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 2 . 1 0 . 1 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 0 . 1 2 0 .  N U M B E R  OF J U D G E S .  Th e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  c o n s i s t s  

of 27 [26] j u d g e s ,  f i v e  of w h o m  s h al l  b e  j u d g e s  in the f irst j u d i c i a l  

d i s t r i c t ,  t h r e e  o f  w h o m  s h a l l  be j u d g e s  in th e  s e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s ­

trict, 14 [13] of w h o m  s h a l l be j u d g e s  in  the t h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

a n d  f i v e  of w h o m  s h a l l  be j u d g e s  in the f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  At 

the t i m e  of s u b m i t t i n g  the n a m e s  of n o m i n e e s  to the g o v e r n o r  to fil l  a 

v a c a n c y  o n  the s u p e r i o r  c o ur t  bench, the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  

d e s i g n a t e  the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the a p p o i n t e e  is to r e s i d e  a n d  serve.

* Sec. 2. T h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  m a y  e n t e r  in t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  fo r  l e a s e  

o r  r e n t a l  s p a c e  in V a l d e z  f o r  u s e  b y  the s u p e r i o r  court.

* S^c. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.- 

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( o ' .
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STATE OF ALASKA 
FISCAL NOTE R e v i s i o n  D a t e 1 S 8 3

REQUEST . :rn A
Bi 11/Resolution No :̂ TT-HB 214
Tit!e: Number* Of* Superior Court Judoes
Sponsor: Cato_______
Requestor: Judiciary- TJ Finance______

•r.S>.

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected:Alaska Court System
Program Category Affected: Justice____
BRU, Program of Subprogram(s) Affected: 

Alaska Court System_______________

EXP END ITURÊ REVb M  S (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88

OPERATING 21.4 21.4 21.4 21.4 21,4
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND I STRUCTURES !
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC 1

TOTAL OPERATING . 1..21-4 21.4 21.4 21.4 21.4

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 21.4 1 21.4 23.4 21.4 1 21.4
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 1
OTHER (Specify Source) 1 !

1 ! 1

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME I I I  1
PART-TIME 1 1 i 1
TEMPORARY i i i

i i i i

I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV. ANALYSIS: At

Prepared By:_________________________________________________________________
Division: Alaska Court System, Administration___________ Date: 3/31/83________

Approved by Commissioner:   Date:__________________
Depa rtment:__________________________________________

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced b i l ls )
Copy to Department (for Governor introduced b i l ls )
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor ( i f  dif ferent from Sponsor) 3/8/83

rr



F Y  8 4  C O S T  O F  I M P L E M E N T I N G  H B  2 1 4

PERSONNAL SERVICES:

. Salary (Superior Court Judge - Valdez) $ 82,368
Benefits (Retirement, variable & fixed) 80,129

' ,
Total Cost of Superior Court Judge $162,515

Less: Budgeted funds for exisitmg  .
District Court Judge position. 141,157

Net cost of upgrading Valdez court to
superior court level. , ; $ 21,358

ANALYSIS:
• ,• 85 . ^

This bill would upgrade the district court judge position in 
Valdez to the superior court level. The fiscal impact is limited 
to the increased costs of salary and benefits. There appears to 
be adequate clerical support in Valdez at the present staffing 
level.

While it would be beneficial to the court to add. a law clerk 
($38,000/year total cost) this is not requested at this time.



STATE OF ALASKA 
FISCAL NOTE R e v i s i o n  D 2 te . 1 S S 3  1

.-QUEST
Sin/Resolut ion No.: h b  214
Ti t"i e: " S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e s "  

Sponsor: Rep. C a t o ___________

Requestor: H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Aoency Affected: D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w __________

Program Category Affected: Adm. of J u s t i c e - 

BRU, Program of Subprogram^) Affectea:
P r o s e c u t i o n

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) .» . -1 . i

OPERATING
FV 83 I Fy 84 | FyT T ”! FY 86 | FY-87 1 FY 88

1 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL . _  
400 COMMODITIES 
.500 EQUIPMENT r.r /  /: f&! 
-500 LAND & STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

1 1 1.
I I I !
1 1 i i
I - 1 1 1
1 I t !
1 1 1 - 1
1 • 1 i 1 -  t  1

! 1 1 1 I.- 1
lOiAL OPERATING 1 -0- 1 15.0 1 15.9 1 16.9 1 17.9 1 19.0

CAPITAL

I RcYcNU:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol Tars) .-.Vi • .c-iijsHryf-ar-

16.9 I 17.9 I 19.0 [GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (Specify Source)

- 0 - 15.0 I 15.9 I
I

1

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -o- 1 -0- -0- 1 -0- 1 -0- 1 -0-
PART-TIME 1 1 .. 1 1 1
TEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL: •
•

N o t  s p e c i f i e d  b y  s p o n s o r .

IV. ANALYSIS: AtjP̂ ch  ̂ajseparjjte jpagej'br any Analysis

Phone: 4 6 5 - 3 6 7 2Prepared By: R i c h a r d  I. P e g u e s ,  Iftirector

Division: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r y i c p s ^ D i v i s i o n T______ ,_______  Date: A p r i l  5. 1 9 8 3

r<^.vL_Li /  {-o /Z
Approved b y  Cormi ssioner: K o r e a n  C. Gorsucl/.) A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Date: A p r i l  5, 1 9 8 3

Department:_D e p a r t m e n t  of L a v ____________________________________________

Di s tr i  buti on:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced b i l l s )  
Ccpv to Department ( for  Governor introduced b i l l s )
Copy to Sponsor
Cccv to Requestor ( i f  d i f ferent frcm Soor.scrl



KE 214
Fiscal Analysis

It is estimated that the establishment of a superior 
court in Valdez will increase district attorney travel to Valdez 
from one week each month to two weeks per month. Current annual 
travel expenses for Valdez are estimated at $15,000 including 
witness subsistence expenses. A doubling of this effort would 
require an additional $15,000 in travel funds. This is the total 
amount being requested in this fiscal note. . . . . .

 ......................... i .

Caseload statistics indicate that the Valdez area can 
be satisfactorily serviced from other/offices until such time as 
the caseload warrants a full-time resident prosecutor. At the 
present time Valdez is being handled by our two attorneys from 
the Palmer office where Valdez cases represent only 20Z of their 
total caseload.

• - n  . ’•< ' • 7 • -7 r.r • . . . . . .
z h r >  „■ ' ' 1 •> ' • ■ v • • ••

. ' ■' ‘ Creation of a full service prosecutor's office at
Valdez would require the addition of one Attorney V and one Legal 
Secretarv I, as well as associated support costs for expanded 
office space, equipment, word processing, a small law library, 
and increased communications. .The following additional costs 
would be incurred to establish such an office on a 10 month year 
start-up basis:

Personel Services . 94.2
Travel '* 7.5

(single time transfer cost) 
Contractual 10.0

(expanded office space & 
communications)

Commodities - on-going 4.0
Commodities - single time 6.0
Equipment - single time 17.5

Total $139.2
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H3 I l k  
Analysis

This bill would establish a superior court judge 
position in Valdez, Alaska. The prosecution of criminal cases in 
Valdez is currently handled through the maintenance of a small 
office staffed by a paralegal in Valdez, and the services of an 
attorney from the District Attorney's office in Palmer. An 
assistant district attorney now travels to Valdez approximately 
once a month, and stays there for about one week. If a superior 
court judge were permanently assigned to Valdez, it is estimated 
that the increased workload would require that this assistant 
district attorney travel to Valdez twice a month for about a week 
each time.

Caseload statistics indicate that the Palmer District 
Attorney's office can satisfactorily service the Valdez area 
through periodic visits. Some members of the Valdez community 
have expressed a desire for a fully staffed district attorney's 
off. ce located in their area, however. At a minimum, the opening 
of a complete district attorney's office in Valdez would reouire 
the addition of one full-time prosecuting attorney, one fuli-tirae 
secretary, more office space, and basic legal research materials.



HB 214--By Pep. Cato

,p I I I > I -y w V/

S t a t i s t i c s  phoned in from Anchorage today:

In the past 16 months, to date., there  have been 9 t r i p s  from 
Anchorage by Super ior  Court judges to hold co u r t  sessions in 
Valdez and Cordova. (Four t r i p s  to Cordova, Five to  Valdez)

Five d i f f e r e n t  Super ior  Court judges o f  Anchorage were invo lved  ' . 
in  handling the nine t r i p s .

Total number o f  days scheduled fo r  them was 36 working days,
although one o f  the 5-day schedules was canceled, making 31 ac tua l  days
expended by a judge away from Anchorage.

For Hay, June & J u ly ,  1983, there are three f iv e -d a y  t r i p s  scheduled, 
two to Valdez and one to G lenna l len ,  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  15 poojected 
work days. .(These w i l l  be handled by Judge C u t le r ,  out o f  Palmer).



A p r i l  8, 1983
h *

HB214--By Pep. Cato

S t a t i s t i c s  phoned in from Anchorage today:

In the past 16 months, to date., there  have been 9 t r i p s  from 
Anchorage by Super ior  Court judges to hold cou r t  sess ions in 
Valdez and Cordova. (Four t r i p s  to Cordova, Five to Valdez)

Five d i f f e r e n t  Super ior  Court judges o f  Anchorage were in v o lv e d  
in  handling the nine t r i p s .

Total number of days scheduled fo r  them was 36 working days,
although one o f  the 5-day schedules was canceled, making 31 ac tua l  days
expended by a judge away from Anchorage.

For May, June & J u ly ,  1983, there  are three f i v e -d a y  t r i p s  scheduled, 
two to Valaez and one to G lenna l len ,  f o r  a t o ta l  o f  15 p ro je c te d  
work days. (These w i l l  be handled by Judge C u t le r ,  out o f  Pa lmer).




