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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE
I. REQUEST ■ /,/

Bill/Resolution No. 7  /
Title in  1.-•*: i-p la tin g  to co s ts  o f a tto rn ey  s e r v i c e s ____
Requested bv G o v e r n o r  _______________________________________ Date 12 /08 /80

I I .  F ISCAL DETA IL
Agency Affected A d m in is t r a t io n ___

J u s t ic eProgram Category Affected_
BT U, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected P ub lic  Defender
(Note : I f  more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY  80 ' . FY  81 FY 82 FY  83 FY  84 FY 85
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
700 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL '

400 COMMODITIES
500 EOUIPMENT
600 LAND <fc STRUCTURES
.700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL -0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Do) 
GENERAL FUND

lars)
- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER fSpecifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS

FULL T IME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III . ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section II I )
This will not result in any increased costs. Costs of defending 

clients under municipal ordinance will be charged to the municipality 
and will result in an increase in revenues to the State.

IV . DATE 12 /0 8 /8 0
Original
cc:

Legislative Finance 
Buczet ar.d Management 
Prime Sprnsor (First Legislator Named) 
Keith Srecking

3 3 -0 0 1  (Rev. 12 /7? )

PREPARED BY
AGENCY ____
PHONE 465 -2277

Judv Crcndahl 0 - (  
Adm in is t ra t ion  I



J a n u a r y  12, 1 9 8 1

P r e s i d e n t  o f  the S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  S 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  w h i c h  c h a n g e s  the 
p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  oi p a y m e n t  f o r  c o s t s  o f  a t t o r n e y  s e r v i c e s  
p r o v i d e d  to i n d i g e n t s  w h o  a r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a 
m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i l l  p a y  f o r  t h e s e  co s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  the 
s t a t e  w i l l  b e  r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p a y m e n t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

s/0 3 1!

J a y  S. H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

t o  W i l l i a m  R. H u d s o n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

d a t e  Septeiaber 18, 19 8 0

FILE N O

T E L E P H O N E  N O

f r o m . B r i a n  S h o r t e l l  /■'I 
P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  S

a s u b j e c t : N e w  L e g i s l a t i o n

A t t a c h e d  is a 1 9 8 1  L e g i s l a t i v e  P r o p o s a l  R e q u e s t  F o r m  w h i c h  is s u b­
m i t t e d  in r e s p o n s e  to J u d y  C r o n d a h l ' s  S e p t e m b e r  15, 1 9 8 0  r e g a r d i n g  
n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  a d d r e s s e s  a n e e d  for f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  o n  H o u s e  
B i l l  No. 375 w h i c h  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in M a r c h  of 19 7 9  a n d  is n o w  l a n -

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p a y i n g  f o r  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s  s i n c e  1976. B e ­
f o r e  t h a t  t ime, t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  
t o  p a y  for t h e s e  d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  
i n d i g e n t s  in c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  to be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  counsel." T h e  s t a t e  
h a s  b e e n  p i c k i n g  u p  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  of c a s e s  p r o s e c u t e d  b y  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  for f o u r  y e a r s  now.

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 375 be i n t r o d u c e d ,  
b e c a u s e  it s e e m e d  to m e  t h a t  the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  p a y  for t h e i r  o w n  d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a s s i n g  t h e s e  c o s t s  
o n  to  the s t a t e .  L a s t  y e a r ,  as y o u  c a n  s e e  f r o m  the c o p y  of t h e  b i l l  
w h i c h  I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  t o  th i s  m e m o ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  a g r e e d  to 
p u r s u e  p a s s a g e  of this l e g i s l a t i o n  11 v i g o r o u s l y 11. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the 
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  ta k e  a c t i o n  on the b i l l  l a s t  y e a r .

I a m  h o p i n g  th i s  y e a r  s o m e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  c a n  be t a k e n  b y  t h e  l e g i s­
la t u r e .  I f  y o u  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  know.

A t t a c h m e n t  

c c : J u d y  C r o n d  a h 1

g u i s h i n a  in the H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  A l a s k a  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s



HOUSE JOURNAL March 12. 1979

,H(JUSE BILL NO. 375 by the Rules Committee b, request 
sp£ the Governor, entitled:

*
"An Act relating to costs of attorney 
services provided to Indlgents charged 
with violations of municipal ordinanceo."

was read the-first time and referred to the Community 
end Regional Affairs and Judiciary Committees.

A fiscal note on HB 375 nppcarn in House Journal Supplement 
Ho. 25.

The Governor's transmittal letter follows:

M a r c h  12, 1979

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  G a rd ine r 
S p e a k e r  o f  the Hou se 
A l a s k a  Sta te Le gis lat ure  
Ju neau, A l a s k a  99011

D e a r  Mr. Speaker:

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of art. Ill, sec. 10, of the Alask a 
Con st it uti on,  I am t r a ns mit tin g a b ill  transfer rin g to 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  the c on t of pro v i d i n g  d e fens e counsel to 
in di gents  c h a rge d with v i o l a t i o n  of mun ic i p a l  ordinances.

In the past, the c os t of jud ici al services, including the 
c o s t  of d e f e n d i n g  ind igent defendants, wa3 borne by the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  filed the cha rge s aga ins t the per son  
u n d e r  mun i c i p a l  ordinance. Becau se it was difficult, if
n o t  impossible, for the court  s y s t e m  to pre ci se ly
a p p o r t i o n  the c ost  o f  jud ici al services, leg isl ati on was 
p a s s e d  in 39 76  a m en di ng A S  22 .15 .27 0 to have the state 
b e a r  those coots. However, the t r an sfe r o f  res pon sib ili ty 
for p r o v i d i n g  d e fen se coun sel  for in di gents  c h a rg ed  wit h 
v i o l a t i o n s  of mun ic ip al  or di na n c e s  has imp osed a
s u b st an tia l b u r d e n  on the Pu b l i c  D e f e n d e r  Agency. These  
d e f e n s e  costs, un l i k e  norma l cou rt o pe rat ing  costs, are 
e a s i l y  -identifiable. T hi s bill w o u l d  tra nsfer b ack  to 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y  b r i n g i n g  the char ge aga ins t the in digent 
the r e o p e n i b i l i t y  for p a y i n g  those coGts, and thus more 
f ai r l y  al . o c a t e  the costs  to the user o f  the services.
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