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HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
DAILY AGENDA
CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Tuesday, April 24, 1984
Note Time

Note members present and excused

Recognize VIP"s

PROCESSION OF MEETING
Discuss proposed legislation:

HCR 44 by Rep. Szymanski requesting reduce speed zcne on the
-dward Highway.

Announce time '>f adjournment



STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

| Revision Date:
REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL .
Bill/Resolution No.: HCR 44 Agency Affected: Public Safety
Title: "..requesting a speed zone Program category Affected:

on (the) Seward Highway/™ Administration of Justice

Sponsor: Representative Szymanski BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) AffectedT
Requestor; House Transportation Alaska State Troopers

Cate of Request: 2-9-84

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: SThousandS of Dollars)
FY 8 FY 85 FY 85 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89
OPERATING

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

<00 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

S00 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 CRANTS, CLAIMS
800 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 co 0.0
CAPITAL e 0.0 0.0 oo co 0.0
REVENUE | | |

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Doll ars)

CENERAL FUND 0.0 0.0 00 oo 0.0 0.0

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME .

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUMDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis

Iy ¢ 'Cl.
Prepared By: Francis C. Allan AR /lidC Phone:  269-5691
Division: Alaska StateTroopers n_ Date: 01/31/fin

Approved by Qpmiiii-ssioner: Robert sfadl&rP.fF Date:
Agency: JNuhlic Safety I

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal ~rte):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
POSITION PAPER - HCR 44
Support

January 31, 1984

HCR 44 - "An act relating to requesting a speed zone on (the)
Seward Highway."

~ Our initial indications reveal that the lowering of the speed
limit on this portion of the Seward Highway would not be in the
overall best interest of the public. However, since the resolution
requests  that Department of Transportation “investigate the
PO_SSIbIlIt " of lowering the speed limit in this area, vie concur that
his would be a worthwhile effort.
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House of Representatives Archorag, Al 8950
Representative Mike Szymanski e
State Capitol

Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

February 10, 1983

TO: Representative Bette Cato
FROM: Representative Mike Szymanski
SUBJECT: HCR 44

I am enclosing some Tack-up information on HCR 44.

I would very much epreciate it if this bill could
be scheduled for ~.earing as soon as possible and
would also like to request that a teleconference be
set up during the hearing.

Thank you.



Official Business

House of Representatives

Representative Mike Szymanski

October 10, 1983

Mr, Dave Haugen

Deputy Commissioner

Central Region

Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities

State of Alaska

Pouch 6900

Anchorage, Alaska 99502

Dear Dave:

Just a short note to bring you up-to-date on the

SR-A-Box 1304B
Anchorage, Alaska 99.502
Phone (907) 349-3373

While in Session:
Pouch V
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Bird/Indian

public meeting the other ni~ht which covered a request they

have made to establish a speed zone in their area.

Mr. Don Morefield of your staff did an outstanding job of
presenting the technical aspects of the speed study but,

unfortunately, it was very difficult for the people
understand why a zone 1is 1iiot warranted with the high

of speed existing in this area.

While 1 understand from a technical perspective

is well designed to accommodate the 55+ mile per

to
rates

the highway
hour

traffic, it does not appear to accommodate the evergrowing

residential area in the Bird Creek community.

Enclosed is a copy of the draft speed zone resolution |

anticipate introducing during the next legislative
but before it is actually introduced, I would Ilike
suggest possibly another meeting be scheduled with

session,
to
one of

your Design/Construction representatives, Highway Safety

Planning Agency and/or Municipality of Anchorage

Public

Safety official to discuss the establishment of the speed

zor.e and any alternatives that may be possible.



It 1s my unders

that the highway can more thf.n accommodate the nig

traffic that is running on it now and that past statistics
related to accidents and fatalities cannot be used toward
the current speed zone request. I am a little concerned
with the fact that we will have to have additional
fatalities/automobile accidents before the safety conditions
warrant a speed zone or other alternatives to be recognized
by the department. This 1is unacceptable to me and I will
not wait for more deaths to occur before pursuing the matter
further.

Also enclosed for your information and consideration 1Is a
letter from Renee Wilson of Bird Creek which clearly sets
forth the community concern.

Your suggestions and thoughts and a meeting with the
community would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mike Szymanski
Representative

xc: Turnagain Ar”™ Community Council
Senator P/ilo. Fischer
Senator Don Gilman
Assemblyman Dana Brockway
Assemblyman Don Smith



House of Representatives

Pouch V ' V
_ . State Capitol
Official Buaineas Juneau, Alaslca 99811

1983

Mr. Pat Durkin y\

President

Boretide-Indian Communlty
Council = . ;"

SRA Box 8705 *

Anchorage. Alaska 99540

I would like to take this opportunity to formally.thank, all of

you for having taken the time to meet with me on January 5.

I was very pleased with both the turnout and the seriousr.ess of
the conversation. The meeting was informative and better prepared
me iu0 represent your interests here at the capitol.

Now that 1°ve had a few weeks to nose around, 1 thought I would
fill you in on what I found out on some of the projects we discussed.
Before | left Anchorage, my staff and 1 attended a series of meetings
with State and Municipal officials. Here is the word on the status
of various projects: . * A

*i ~*aviS
1. Bike Path: 1 have been assured, by Municipal and State officials

that the bike path planning is on schedule and that .the path

will be complete"d"this coming summer. I was also told that
$250,000 was sufficient for the project. Please note enclosure
.from Department of Transportation which shows a breakdown on

expenditures to date. * . -
0 ’ N **V*

2. School Bus Stop Signs: | asked chk Armstrong of DOT about the
procedure for erecting signs and he xnformed me .that the signs

would, be posted as soon as construction in the ad i leted,
He said that this is normal DOT procedure. . ' VAR s
* » * * * *yI-T:*yNs o N vi

3. Blrd House/No PaSS|ng Zone: Dick and his staff were not really
aware that this was a problem, but agreed to study it. He said,

that if there was a history of accidents in the area, as you

mentioned, he saw no problem with changing that section to

"no passing. One of his staff suggested that perhaps it had =
:..beei; designated for passing because of the relative jlack
V,acceptable passing zones on the Turnagain Arm part/of .the

-."h-ighway.

it



: - v - . .-
«Mr. Pat Durkin -2- January 24, 1983

They will most likely wait until construction i1s complete
to make a decision. I"1l pester them.

4. Speeding Problem Through Indian: DOT is aware of the problems
and plans to monitor conditions once the highway is finished.
Although federal regulations dictate 55 mph for interstate
highways, Dick said that there can be exceptions and this

may be one. It is a volatile"issue with many groups opposing
a rezoning. The final determination will be made after
traffic and density studies are complete. Be assured that

I*m with you and will fight for reduced speed.

5. Boat Ramp; DOT suggested that not only is a boat ramp
probably not desirable, but that there are some technical
problems as well. They suggested that while the ramp would
benefit experienced Inlet boaters, it would also encourage
foolhardy Cheechakos and would no doubt prove a burden to
emergency rescue operations in the ares. There are also some
DOT restrictions on constructing off-ramps, etc., which
preclude the construction of a ramp at that site.

6. Reflectors at Driveway Entrances: DOT does not erect reflectors

as a rule. They could, but it "fould set an expensive precedent
and would cost the State about teTITimes what a private individual
can do it for. However, DOT has restriction against individuals

erecting reflectors themselves.

7. Ball Parks: Chip Dennerlein, Director of Public Services, and.
his executive staff met with me for over four hours. We
discussed several South Anchorage issues, including your park.
He said that there is no problem with constructing a simple
playing field area which could be maintained locally. The
Municipality of Anchorage is not averse to the use of the
old dump site and are looking into the possibility of converting
it. $250,000 is available in the 1984 CIP for an Indian

Ballpark ... ..........

8. People Mover Service/Commuter Trains: The extension of bus
service to the Turnagain Arm 1is already being studied.
Apparently, ridership is the determining factor and, as yet,
there are not sufficient numbers to warrant the cost. Express
buses (twice a day) and/or contract bussing has alsi been
considered. While the possibility of extending service to the
Arm has been studied, 1in Chip®s words, "it is probably still
a few years away." The same 1s true for commuter train service.

I realize that the above is brief and dota not represent everything we
talked about on the 5th. I am still investigating some of the other
projects we discussed (e.g.: airstrip, campsite) and will keep you
informed of any progress. IT any of you wish to discuss these



projects in more detail, or anything else, please don"t hesitate
in contacting me or my staff (Mark Higgins and Joan Metcalf)
in k£ -ileau at 465-4978. You can also write to me care of Pouch V,

Juneuu 99811.

Please don"t be strangers, and count on hearing from me soon.

Kindest regards,

Mike SzyraanS™i/
Representative

Enclosure

m&LA- 18
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SR-A-Box 1304B

e L) | House of Representatives e ooy 05375
m m m ‘J W hile in Session:
Vb iy Representative Mike Szymanski Pouch Vv
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

March 23, 1984

T0: Rhonda

FROM: Jane

Additional back-up for HCR 44 (to accompany "contributing factors
report™).

Thanks.



Number of accidents involving excess speed as the contributing
factor on mile 100 < 103.5 of the Seward Highway (through Bird/

Indian)
DATE
1977
1978
1979

1980
1981
1982
1983

(until Sept.)

NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS

4
3

DEGREE OF INJURY

4 minor
3 minor

3 minor
3 major

2 minor
4 minor
1 fatal

4 minor

injuries
injuries

injuries
injuries

injuries
injuries
injury

injuries



Official Busin,. -

(ate L

SR-A-Box 1304B

House of Representatives N o 23078
W hile in Session:
Representative Mike Szymanski Pouch v
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

March m 1984

TO: Representative Bette Cato
Chair, House Transposition Committee

FROM: Representative tMe ski

SUBJ'SCT: Scl aduling of HCR 44, legislation requesting
a speed zone on the Seward Highway.

| would like to request that HCR 44, legislation requesting

a speed zone on the portion of the Seward Highway that passes
through the ccrnmunity of Bird/Indian, be heard before the
Transportation Committee.

Attached is back-up information which includes a petition from
the residents of this cormunity in support of the resolution
and accident statistics for this portion of the highway over a
seven year period.

Your attention to this request would be appreciated.



STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B e <> jySSBWA?

REQUEST

Bil 1/Resolution No.: HCR 44

Title: I .requesting a speed zone Program Categ

(the) Seward--Highway. 1
Representative Szymanski
House Transportation

2-9-84

on
Sponsor;
Requestor:

*FISCAL NOTE
IRevision Date:

FISCAL DETAIL .

Agency Affected: Public Safety

ory Affected:_ .
Administration of Justice

BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Alaska State Troopers

Date of Request:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: ﬁThousands of Dollars)
FY 8 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89,
OPERATING y
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
<#00 SUPPLIES
SCO EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 CRANTS, CLAIMS
300 MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING ©° 0.0 °.° 0.0 0.0 0.0
} CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
I REVENUE | | |
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Doll ars)
{GENERAL FUND 0.0 0.0 0.0 % 0.0 0.0 0.0
federal fuixds ’
OTHER
TOTAL
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:
ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis
Prepared Bv:  Francis C. Allan @ ¢'a mecic Phone:  269-5691
Division: Alaska State Troopers Date:  Hyz31/84
Approved by. mm>ssioner: Robert
Agency:___ | ublic Safety
7
Distribution (b)é_Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budge/,
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
POSITION PAPER - HCR 44
Support

January 31, 1984

HCR 44 - "An act relating to requesting a speed zone on (the)
Seward Highway."

~Our initial indications reveal that the lowering of the speed
limit on this portion of the Seward Highway would not be in the
overall best interest of the public. Hov/ever, since the resolution
requests  that Department of Transportation "investigate the
Po_ssmmt " of lowering the speed limit in this area, we concur that
his would be a worthwhile effort.
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CONTRIBUTING FACTOR REPORT
CMAJ LCINJ MIN IND... _CR.0.SS..S.I.REET______ CONTRI BUT INC. FACTORS.
4 MEW SEWARD HWY MI Q9.5 62 50 - -
M1 .100 _SEWARD_HWY .15 74_.CL
2 Ml 100 SEWARD ™ HWY
SEWARD HWY Mp 100
SEWARD HwWY MILE 100
1 SEWARD HWY M1 100
1 SSWAttO~HWY MI ~100
1 M1 100 SEWARD HWY
1 1 100 SEWARO HWY
1 MILE 100.2 T SEWASP .HAY
Bl LO0.5 SEWARD HWY 'N/B  —
MI 100.9 SEWARD HWY 76 09 01
M1 100.5 SEWARD HWY 09 - 01 -
3 1 SEWARD HWY .THE .BIRO. HG.USE 22 06 _.06 -
SEWARO HWY BIRD HOUSE P/L JL,”X X TX -
MI 100.S SEWARD BIRD HOUSE P/L CED- of - oi —
NEW SEWARD HWY BIRO HOUSE BAR ISy
SEWARD_HWY . ..BIRD. .HOUSE 0T_~ 0
2 SEWARD HWY SCOTTISH INN C}
SEWARD HWY SCOTTISH INN ci
MI 101.8 SEWARD HWY BIRD CREEK BRIDGE 09‘3 .01 -
SEWARD. . HWY. M1,106..a. 2 p_ [ —
SEWARD HWY X X X
SEWARD HWY MP 100 2 - 22 -
SEWARD HWY X X X
| SEWARD . HWY ..E1RD_CREEK_CAMP. .G "ND.04 <2j).01 -
SEWARD HIGHWAY BIRD CK CAMPOROUS R 15 20 -
SEWARD HWY 101 M1 X X
1 NEW SEWARD HWY MILE 101 02
(10L_M L..POST.. SEWARD. .H-,
NEW ~ SEWARD M1 101
MI 101 SEWARD HWY § - cl - o1 -
MI 101 SEWARD DRIVEWAY
1 MI-.1Q 1,,SEWARD DUMP. .. .RD 22--.. 01 _-
SEWARO "HWY MILE ICI
2 SEWARD HWY AT MI 101 SB
2 SEWARO HWY SB MILE 101
SEWARO AT-MP.. 101 ___
Ml 101 SEWARO
MP 101 SEWARD HWY
2 SEWARD HWY 200C* S BIRD CRK
SE.WARQ_HW.Y.. AT MI 101 ... 01
MI 101 BIRD CK CAMPGD
SEWARD HWY APPROX MI 101.7
3 SEWARD HWY MI 101.5 BIRD CRK BRIDGE
L. MI_101..7 SEWARD. .... BIRD CREEK BRIDGE
MI~ 101.7 "SEWARD HWY BIRDCRR 3RIOGE
2 SEWARD BIRD CREEK BRIDGE
SEWARD HWY BIRD CREEK BRIDGE
............ 2 MI .101.6 SEWARD .HWY.. BIIU.CRK.BRIDGE. -
SEWARD HWY BIRO CRK BRIDGE 7"
SEWARD HWY NEAR BIRD CREEK 7 01
SEWARD HWY BIRO CK BRIDGE 11 75
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-G9-DEB— -T-&M-UHI-6H-- -
INDICATES' THE CONTRIBUTING
FACTORS ASCRIBED TO THIS
-V 3+ICUE- | -M T-KES-AEG-:H>ENT»- -T-HIS-
COMES FROM FORM 12-20Q BOXES

e T L e

RECORDED ON THE FORM OR BOXES
24<ITEM*470) AND 25(ITEM *480)
— |-—THE-R-1G-HT- VEHICLE -RECORDED-
*ON THE FORM.

VALID CODES AND MEANINGS:

NOT APPLICABLE
UNKNOWN

NBEOHOL-TES-F- VBN
ALCOHOL-NO TEST GIVEN
ALCOHOL SUSPECTED, NOT PROVEN
BAOK-EN&- UMSAI-ChY------

DRIVER INATTENTION

DRIVER INEXPERIENCE

#RUGS- (ILLEGAL)---—---

‘Al LURE TO YIELD
Febb-Asteep
FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY

ILLNESS

b064—80N&KHISMESS---------

PASSENGER DISTRACTION

PASSING OR LANE USAGE IMPROPER
PE-DE-STR4-Aff-& RROR7AGNFUS-1-9N---------m-mmmmo--
PHYSICAL DISABILITY

PRESCRIFTION MEDI CATION

1RAI-F1G --GONT-RiH:.--DEVC&--1)-£S-REE"R-DED-
TURNING IMPROPERLY
UNSAFE SPEED
0THER—HyfrAN—FAOTOR
ACCELERATI1ION DEFECTIVE
BRAKES DEFECTIVE

\EA £~DEEECSETWE
OTHER LIGHTING DEFECTS
OVERSIZED VEHICLE

S TEERT-NG—A-ILURE-

TIRE FALL.DRE/ INADEQUATE
TOW HITCH DEFECTIVE

WI EDSFHEEED—T WD EKHIr\VPE-—--

OTHER VEHICULAR FACTOR
ANFHIAEE?—ACEFHIN-

GLARE

VIJEW O0BSTRUCTED/ LIMITED
OT-HER—ErfV-TRONM-BrH¥rb—PrrcrfOft  -——--
LANE MARKING IMPROPER/INADEQUATE

PRUBVEREHE 1-ERT, RATED

PAVEMENT SLIPPERY
SHOULDERS
S1f7'HF-rrM-St-3rNG-/-TNOPERAT-):-VE-------------
TRAFFIC SIGNAL INOPERATIVE
CONSTRUCTION AREA

0 THFR—R0 ADWAX—FACTOR




WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, RESIDENTS OF INDIAN AND OF BIRD
CHEEK, ALASKA - ON TURNAGAIN ARM- RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOUR
SUPPORT IN OUR APPEAL TO THE STATE'S DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION TO CREATE A SFEED ZONE ON THAT STRETCH OF THE SEWARD
HIGHWAY THAT PASSES THROUGH OUR TWO COMMUNITIES. W FEEL THAT
THE ABOVE IS A PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS (AND WELL-TRAVELED)
PIECE OF HIGHWAY, ONE THAT BY ITS VERY STRAIGHTNESS AND OFENESS
ENCOURAGES MOTORISTS TO DRIVE AT . HIGH SPEED THROUGH OUR RURAL,

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES,
(PLEASE PRINT)

NAVE MAILING ADDRESS
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We, the undersigned, residents of Indian and of Eird
Creek, Alaska - on Turnagain Arm - respectfully request your
support in our appeal to the State's Department of Transpor-
tation to create a speed zone on that stretch of the Seward
Highway that passes through our two communities. We feel that
the above is a particularly dangerous ( and well- traveled )
piece of highway, one that by its very straightness and openess
encourages motorists to drive at  high speed through our rural,
residential communities.

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAVE MAILING ADDRESS
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