


P.S.A.

HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE WILL BE HOLDING A PUBLIC HEARING ON H.B. 472; 
AN ACT MAKING A SPECIAL APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION AND 
PUBLIC FACILITIES FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION FOR THE IDITAROD NATIONAL 
HISTORIC TRAIL, ON WEDNESDAY FEB.8, 1984. H.B. 472 WOULD APPROPRIATE THE SUM 
OF $300,000.FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE D.O.T.P.F. FOR THE RIGHT OF WAY 
ACQUISITION FOR THE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL. FOR INFORMATION REGARDING H.B. 
472 CONTACT RHONDA .HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE AT 465-4858. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION REGARDING THE TELECONFERENCE, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATIVE 
INFORMATION OFFICE OR TELECONFERENCE CENTER.



HOUSE
(9) FURTHER: FINANCE

1 /9 /3 4  Date:

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on TRANSPORTATION has had KB 472
A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D epartment o f  Tr a ns po rt at io n  

a nd P u b l i c  Fa< ilities for r i g h t - o f - w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n  for the I ditarod 
N a t io na l  H i s t o r i c  Trail; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an effective daT<2<"

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and reports it b a c k  as follows:

[-■<'] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass w ith  attached amendments( s )
[ ] same t i t l e

[ ] replace w ith  CS eor    [ ] new t i t l e

and recommends

[ ] AND attaches a " L e tte r  o f  In te n t"  [ ] New F isca l Note

[ ] rep orts  i t  back w ith o u t recommendation

[ ] re fe rre d  to the ____________________________________________ Comm it^e

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

/

.0^-.

M u /  U i t L

I_U. ■< c

CHAIRMAN
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e , t h e  undersigned, urge np .seag e  of TIB 472. to

to purchase righorovide fund of-way e~sements on

he N a t i o n a l  Historicprivate lands through w h i c h  paa»«e

Iditarod Trail

This legislation and the funds it will tjrovide is

c r i t i c a l  to protect the integrity and use o f  thi

Natio n a l  Historic Trail
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough
B O X  B .  P A L M E R .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 4 5  • P H O N E  7 4 5 - 4 8 0 1  

B O R O U G H  MANAGER

J a n u a r y  19, 1984

Mr. J a c k  B o d i n e  
R i g h t  of W a y  S e c t i o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

& P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
B o x  14 6 7
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99802

Re: R I G H T  OF W A Y  A C Q U I S I T I O N  C O S T S  F C R  I D I T A R O D  T R A I L

D e a r  Jack:

E n c l o s e d  are some m a t e r i a l s  y o u  m a y  f i n d  u s e f u l  in 
a r r i v i n g  at a fiscal n o t e  for r i g h t  of w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n  c o s t s  for 
t h a t  p o r t i o n  of the I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  betv/een M i l e  13, K n i k  R o a d  and 
a p o i n t  j u s t  w e s t  of B u r m a  Road.

The t otal e s t i m a t e d  a c q u i s i t i o n  costs, b a s e d  l a r g e l y  
u p o n  a p r o j e c t e d  200 f o o t  width, and a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n s  is 
' £ 2 0 4 , 2 6 2 .

N o t  i n c l u d e d  a r e  any c o s t s  of D O T / P F  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
o v e r h e a d ,  s u r v e y i n g  c o s t s  or legal costs. You w o u l d  k n o w  w h a t  
t y p e  of f a c t o r  to a p p l y  for t h o s e  costs.

The a b o v e  d o l l a r  a m o u n t  is b a s e d  u p o n  f o u r  a s s u m p t i o n s :

1. The r i g h t  of w a y  w i d t h  a c r o s s  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  
w o u l d  be r e d u c e d  f r o m  400 f o o t  t o  200 feet.

2. A s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n s  are u s e d  in e s t i m a t i n g  fa i r  
m a r k e t  v a l u e  as of t o d a y  e x c e p t  for the t w o  p a r c e l s  a b u t t i n g  K n i k  
L a k e ,  w h e r e  m o r e  lake o r i e n t e d  v a l u a t i o n s  are used.

3. No s e v e r a n c e  d a m a g e s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e r e  w i l l  be s e v e r a n c e  d a m a g e s  in m o s t  cases.

4. The v a l u e  of a n y  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  the S t a t e  and 
p u b l i c  m a y  h a v e  in t r a i l  r i g h t  of w a y  u n d e r  43 U.S.C. S e c t i o n  932 
(RS 2247) is not e s t i m a t e d  as the c o s t s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n y  s u c h  
r i g h t  of w a y  by c o u r t  a c t i o n  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  e x c e e d  the c o s t  of 
b u y i n g  it outri g h t .

M o s t  of the I d i t a r o d  T rail b e t w e e n  M i l e  13, K n i k  R o a d  
and f.usitna S t a t i o n  on  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  c r o s s e s  b o r o u g h  and 
s t a t e  o w n e d  land. F o u r  h u n d r e d  feet has b e e n  r e s e r v e d  for t h o s e
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p o r t i o n s  of the t rail w h i c h  c r oss p u b l i c l y  o w n e d  lands. This 
p r o v i d e s  a l m o s t  200 feet on bo t h  s i d e s  of the trail, w h i c h  is 
n e e d e d  if the t r ail is to  c o n t i n u e  t o  ha v e  a w i l d e r n e s s  a s p e c t  
and if a d j a c e n t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s  a r e  
n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  trail uses. T h e r e  has to be s o m e  t y p e s  of 
c o n t r o l  on  b o t h  s i des of the trail l e s t  the b u f f e r i n g  be lost, 
l e s t  local d o g s  and d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  dog teams, 
e t c .

T h e r e  is p r o b a b l y  r o o m  f o r  c r e a t i v i t y  in n e g o t i a t i n g  
r i g h t s  of w a y  e a s e m e n t s  ac r o s s  the p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  l a n d  in that, 
if  b u i l d i n g  s e t b a c k s  are a g r e e d  upon, and if a r e a s  w h e r e  c l e a r i n g  
w i l l  n o t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  is a g r e e d  upon, the s t a t e  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  
g e t  by vr h t i t l e  to a le s s e r  r i g h t  of way w i d t h .  In  at  lea--, c
o n e  case, th i s  ty p e  of a p p r o a c h  w o u l d  n o t  work, b e c a u s e  the r i g h t
o f  w a y  go e s  r i g h t  d o w n  the m i d d l e  of a long s u b d i v i s i o n  lot, 
w h i c h  d e s t r o y s  the v a l u e  of the r e m a i n d e r  p a r c e l s  on b o t h  s i d e s  
of the trail. In this ca s e  the c o s t  of a w h o l e  t a k i n g  w o u l d  be 
a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  as a p a r t i a l  t a k i n g .  I s e e  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of
r e d u c i n g  a c q u i s i t i o n  costs by n a r r o w i n g  the r i g h t s  of w a y  a c r o s s  
p r i v a t e  p a r c e l s  w h i c h  s a v i n g s  w o u l d  be e q u a l  t o  t h e  s e v e r a n c e
d a m a g e s  to the r e m a i n d e r  areas. S o  m a y b e  t h i s  w o u l d  be a v/ash.

The r i g h t  of way s i t u a t i o n  a t  K n i k  L a k e  is c o m p l i c a t e d .  
I t  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  th a t  some lake s h o r e  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 
the lake be a c q u i r e d .  The lake s h o r e  p r o p e r t y  w o u l d  a l m o s t  
c e r t a i n l y  c a r r y  a v e r y  hi g h  price, s i n c e  o n l y  r a r e l y  do  y o u  see a 
go o d  l a k e s i d e  lot in this b o r o u g h  s e l l i n g  for le s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  
e v e n  if y o u  are o n l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  one acre. F o r  p u r p o s e s  of 
e s t i m a t -1 : .j we h a v e  s h o w n  6.198 a cres at a per a c r e  c o s t  of $8 , 0 0 0  
for a t o t a l  of S49,584. This a c q u i s i t i o n  c o u l d  w e l l  be r e d u c e d  
in acr e a g e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  y o u  are d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e r h a p s  two a c r e s  
r i g h t  on the lake shore, y o u  w o u l d  s till p r o b a b l y  c o m e  out w i t h  a 
n u m b e r  c l o s e  to $50,000, f i g u r i n g  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  for e a c h  lake lot.

It is i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  la k e  b e c a u s e  
t h e r e  w o u l d  be no p r a c t i c a l  w a y  for s n o w  m a c h i n e r s  to  g e t  o n t o  
t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  e x c e p t  by c o m i n g  o n t o  t h e  t r a i l  f r o m  the s o u t h  
s h o r e  of K n i k  Lake, s i n c e  the r i g h t  of w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  17 a c r e s  of 
K n i k a t n u  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n  on K n i k  Ro a d  p r e c l u d e s  s n o w  m a c h i n e  
use, e x c e p t  for p u r p o s e s  of g r o o m i n g  t h e  t r a i l  f o r  s p e c i f i c  
rac e s .  Also, the s o u t h  shore of the lake is o n l y  a b o u t  200 y a r d s  
f r o m  the I d i t a r o d  Hall of Fame, and a n y o n e  w i s h i n g  to get a feel 
f o r  the old I d i t a r o d  T rail by w a l k i n g  it o u g h t  to be ab l e  t o  g e t  
to the la k e  shore.

As y o u  can tell f r o m  l o o k i n g  a t  the m a p  of K n i k  Lake, 
t h e  I d i t a r o d  Hall of Fa m e  is in d a n g e r  of b e i n g  c l o s e d  o f f  f r o m  
t h e  lake by c o n s t r u c t i o n  of h o u s e s  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e s  of K n i k  Lake. 
If this s h o u l d  occur, mu c h  of the a t m o s p h e r e  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  
t r a i l  at t h e  v e r y  s t a r t  of the trail, w o u l d  be s e v e r e l y  i m p a i r e d .  
W e  did a l l o c a t e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  for a c q u i s i t i o n  of one lot a d j a c e n t  to 
t h e  I d i t a r o d  H a l l  of Fame.



I d o  not t h i n k  t h a t  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  is an e x c e s s i v e  e s t i m a t e  
of the c o s t  of  a c q u i r i n g  r i g h t  of w a y  for t h e  I d i t a r o d  Trail. 
H o w e v e r ,  if t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a n y  q u e s t i o n  as to w h e t h e r  t h i s  is an 
e x c e s s i v e  a m o u n t  of money, t h e  bill c o u l d  be a m e n d e d  to i n c l u d e  
n o t  o n l y  r i g h t  of w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  b u t  also t r a i l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  
as t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  the trail w h i c h  w o u l d  be m u c h  
i m p r o v e d  if s i g n e d  and b r u s h e d .  T h e s e  a reas w o u l d  n o t  n e c e s­
sa r i l y  be w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Bor o u g h .

Sin c e r e l y ,

o ~ ^ ------ >

G a r y  T h u r T o w  
B o r o u g h  M a n a g e r

e r

E n c l o s u r e



IDITAROD TRAIL RIGHT OF WAY
TO BE ACQUIRED

I
1

|
lit
h:
hi. k  •

| j

I .

Bt!

S e c t i o n s

1 6 N  R 4 W  
S e c .  21 
C - 4

C - 3

C - l

S e c .  28

S e c .  27 
B - l

A - l

O w n e r  A c r e s

S h e l t e r ,  Inc . c / o  J 0 3 . R. H e n r i
B o x  357, A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 1 0  3 9 . 0 5

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  C h a s .  H. B r e w s t e r
3 8 2 5  Mt .  V i e w  Dr., A n c h o r a g e ,  9 9 5 0 4  3 8 . 0 3

C h e s t e r  A n d e r s o n
B o x  1 1 4 9 ,  P a l m e r ,  9 9 6 4 5  3 4 . 0 0

B e n j a m i n  & J o n e l l  C o w a r t
B o x  4 5 3 2 ,  A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 9  8 0 . 0 0

S a m e  a s  a b o v e  5 0 . 5 6

S c h a u e r m a n n ,  F u h s ,  B a c c a g l i n i ,  M o t h o n e n  
c / o  W i l l i e  S h e r m a n  R e a l t y
B o x  376 1, A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 1  8 0 . 0 0

S e v e n  M i l e  R i d g e  
S u b d . - 2 2 4 8  
L - l  ~  B - 4

L - 2  - B - 4

S e c .  26 
B - l

1 6 N  R 3 W  
S e c .  22 
B-T

B - 3

A - l

G r i f f i n  E n t e r p r i s e s
2 9 0 0  M c C o l l i e  A v e . ,  A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 3  8 .60

S a m e  as a b o v e  9 . 4 8

S c h a u e r m a n n ,  F u h s ,  B a c c a g l i n i ,  M o t h o n e n
c / o  W i l l i e  S h e r m a n  R e a l t y  5 0 . 5 6

C h a r m a i n e  S m i t h
D o x  8 7 1 3 0 5 ,  W a s i l l a  9 9 6 0 7 1 6 0 . 0 0

M e l l o  a n d  P n r t n o r s  - J u d i t h  A. fi J a a .
D. H o u s t o n ,  7 7 1 0  A n n  c r . A n c h o r a g o  9 9 5 0 4  1 2 0 . 0 0

J u l i o  S i m c o
8 5 0 0  E m e r a l d  D r . ,  A n c h o r a g o  9 9 5 0 2 2 0 0 . 0 0

A s s e s s e d
V a l u a t i o n

5 7 4 , 4 0 0  

4 6 , 6 0 0

6 9 . 2 0 0

\

6 4 , 8 0 0

4 4 . 9 0 0

4 0 . 0 0 0

3 0 , 1 0 0

3 3 . 2 0 0

4 4 . 9 0 0

1 0 4 . 0 0 0

0 4 . 0 0 0

1 2 0 . 0 0 0

A s s e s s e d  
V a l u a t i o n  
p e r  A c r e

$ 1 , 8 9 5  

1,200 

2 , 0 3 5

010

R i g h t  o f  W a y
R e g  1d  a t  200' C o s t  o f  R O W

600

3 , 5 0 0  ) 

)
3 , F J 2  )

008

650 

, 700 

640

5 . 9 6 9

6 . 4 2 8  

5 . 2 8 0

6 . 4 2 8

5 . 9 6 9

6 . 6 5 7

6 . 1 9 8

0 . 4 9 4

6 . 1 9 0

1 2 . 7 4 1

6 . 0 0 7

$ 1 1 , 3 1 1 . 2 6  

7 , 7 1 3 . 6 0  

1 0 , 7 4 4 . 8 0

5 , 2 0 6 . 6 8

3 , 9 9 4 . 2 0

4 3 , 3 9 8 . 4 0

7 , 5 4 2 . 6 7

4 , 0 2 0 . 7 0

0 , 9 1 0 . 7 0

4 , 4 0 7 . 6 0



IDITAROD TRAIL RIGHT OF WAY TO BE ACQUIRED -  P a .  2

S e c t i o n s

Sec . 23
B - l

A - 9

Sec. 24
C - 8

C - 1 0

O w n e r

J u l i e  S i m c o
8 5 0 0  E m e r a l d  D r . , A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 2  

A n n  P. L a n i e r
9 6 1 6  A b b o t t  Lp.  R d . , A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 7

J a s .  W a h  Y a u  W o n g
1 5 7 5  S. B e r t e n i a  S t . ,  H o n o l u l u ,  H I
9 6 8 2 6

S a m e  as a b o v e

L o t  o r  l o t s  o n  K n i k  L a k e  to 
p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  to K n i k  L a k e  a t  
I d i t a r o d  H a l l  o f  I m e

A c r e s

120.00

4 0 . 0 0

8 0 . 0 0  

22 00

1 .0 0

* n o t  b a s e d  u p o n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  p a r c e l

A s s e s s e d
V a l u a t i o n

$ 8 6 , 4 0 0  

6 0 , 0 0 0

10 0 ,0 00

5 3 , 9 0 0

A s s e s s e d
V a l u a t i o n  R i g h t  o f  W a y
p e r  A c r e  Req.'d a t  200' C o s t  o f  R O W
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b. S t a t e  and Local G o v e r n m e n t  Lands

F o r  T r a i l  s e g m e n t s  o n  S t a t e  p a t e n t e d  l a n d s  o r  o n  l a n d s  
t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  f o r  p a t e n t  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e ­
h o o d  A c t  o r  p a t e n t e d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  l a n d s ,  r i g h t s -  
o f - w a y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  o n  f e d e r a l l y  m a n a g e d  l a n d s  
a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d .

On l a n d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e ,  b u t  n o t  
y e t  c o n v e y e d  n o r  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e  a s  
o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A c t  ( N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  
i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a  F e d e r a l  r i g h t - o f - w a y  b e  r e t a i n e d  a s  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  A c t :

l

W h e n e v e r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  m a k e s  
a n y  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  l a n d  u n d e r  a n y  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  l a n d  l a w c ,  h e  may r e s e r v e  a  r i g h t - o f -  
w a y  f o r  t r a i l s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  h e  d e e m s  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t .  
( S e c t i o n  7 ( h ) , N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  S y s t e m  A c t ,  a s  
a m e n d e d ) .

c .  \ P r i v a t e  L a n d s  f

E x i s t i n g  a n d  p r o p o s e d  F e d e r a l  e a s e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  N a t i v e  
l a n d s  w h i c h  o v e r l a y  o r  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  t h e  a c t i v e l y  
m a n a g e d  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  w i l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  u n i f o r m l y  
m a r k e d  a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  T r a i l  a f t e r  t h e  T r a i l  s e g m e n t  i s  
c e r t i f i e d .

W h e r e  n o  e x i s t i n g  o r  p r o p o s e d  e a s e m e n t s  e x i s t  a c r o s s  
N a t i v e  l a n d s ,  J i e r e  may b e  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  a n d  u s e  s p e c i f i c  T r a i l  s e g c m e n t s .

No a d d i t i o n a l  e a s e m e n t s  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  n e g o ­
t i a t e d  f o r  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  m a n a g e m e n t  p u r p o s e . ' !  
u n l e s s  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w a r r a n t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  N a t i v e  
c o r p o r a t i o n .  .

On o t h e r  ( n o n - N a t i v e )  p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d s  w h e r e  n o  
p u b l i c  r i g h t s - o f - w a y  o r  e a s e m e n t  e x i s t s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  
a g r e e m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
a l l o w i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e .  ’ I f - ' '  
p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s , j r e j e c t ,  . p u b l i c  , u s e  o f  , t h e  h i s t o r i c  
r o u t e ;  a l t e r n a t e  ' r q u t e s i j f i l l . . b e ' _ e x p l o r e d . . '

A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  o n l y  f o r  
i t h e  1*5 m i l e s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  K n i k  w h i c h  c o n n e c t s  t h e  

r o a d  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e  ̂ h i s t o r i c - , T r a i l 1 S y s t e m .  f T h e  E u r e a u - p -  
• o f  ^ O u t d o o r *  j R e c r q a t J o n ^ i n ^ U ^ ?  - a l s o  ' r e c o m m e n d e d  t h i s - '  
l. a c q u i s i t i o n  ; a s ! ,, f o u n d :T j n  ; , t h e i r J , - l r e p o r t : i . t o  C o n g r e s s . '  A  
: 3 0 0 - f o o t - w i d e  , f e e  s i m p l e -  p u r c h a s e  o r  a n  a d e q u a t e  e a s e ^
‘ m e n t » f o r : ;  t h i s ’^ a c c e s s j / p o f n t  s h o u l d ,  b e  c o n s u m m a t e d  o r  a n  '
! e x c h a n g e ;  f o r  ' o t h e r - • u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  i F e d e r a l . .  l a n d s  s h o u l d '  
' b e . i p u r s u e d .

3 .  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  AND  0 F F -R 0 A D  V E H I C L E  U S E

A s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e ,  T r a i l  
s e g m e n t s  m a k i n g  u p  t h e  I d i t a r o d  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  
s y s t e m  a r e  a l s o  v i t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r t e r i e s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  I n  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  T r a i l  S y s t e m  a s  a  
n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l ,  C o n g r e s s  i n t e n d e d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  u s e s  o f  t h e  t r a i l  s e g m e n t s .

a .  M o t o r i z e d  U s e
.  I  .  -  im .  ■ tJ - r- ’ *4

S e c t i o n  7 ( c )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  A c t  ( a s  a m e n d e d  
t h r o u g h  P . L .  9 5 - 6 2 5 )  s t a t e s :

" O t h e r  u s e  a l o n g  t h r  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l s . . . w h i c h  
w i l l  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
n a t u r e  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  t r a i l . . . i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  u s e  o f  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r ­
m i t t e d . . . . "

L o c a l  p e o p l e  u s e  s u b s t a n t i a l  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  n e a r  B u s h  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  i n  
t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  v i l l a g e s ,  c a m p s ,  a n d  m i n i n g ,  
h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  f i s h i n g  a r e a s .  I n  t h e



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

BILL ANALYSIS

Bill No. HB 472  Sponsor Lacher

Borough Position Support Borough Contact Person Thur^ow

Proposed Amendments: 

NONE

Fiscal Impact On Borough 

Operating__________________________

I I Yes f ~X~1 No 

Capital_________

Similar Bills Unknown_______________ Conflicting Bills None_____________

Organizational Support. Idl‘tar°d Trail Organizational Opposition Unknown 
__________________________ r.omittqo____________________________________________

Comments:

If the S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  f u n d  R O W  a c q u i s i t i o n  for t h i s  trail, 
the p o t e n t i a l  of l o s i n g  th i s  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  e x i s t s .  T h e  
B o r o u g h  has n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  some l a n d  o w n e r s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
and o t h e r s  r e q u i r e  p a y m e n t  for r i g h t - o f - w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n .

T h i s  is a n a t i o n a l  e v e n t  t h a t  is g i v e n  n a t i o n a l  e x p o s u r e  and 
g e n e r a t e s  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  r e s u l t s  in tourism. T h i s  t o u r i s m  
b e n e f i t s  the e n t i r e  S t a t e  a n d  n o t  j u s t  t h e  B o r o u g h .  W e  ur g e  
y o u r  s u p p o r t  for th i s  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n .



T h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l ,  a  s y m b o l  o f  f r o n t i e r  t r a v e l ,  s e r v e d  a  s t r i n g  o f  
m i n i n g  c a m p s ,  t r a d i n g  p o s t  a n d  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  f o u n d e d  b e t w e e n  1 8 8 0 - 1 9 2 0  
d u r i n g  A l a s k a  g o l d  r u s h  e r a .  I t s  a n t e c e d e n t s  w e r e  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  o f  t h e  
I n g a l i k  a n d  T a n a i n a  i n d i a n s  a n d  t h e  I n n u i t  a n d  Y u i t  e s k i m o s .

T h e  S e w a r d - N o m e  r o u t e  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l s  
s e l e c t e d  w h e n  p u b l i c  l a w  9 5 - 6 2 5  (  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  A c t  )  w a s  
s i g n e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 7 8 .  T h e  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  f r o m  K n i k  
t o  t h e  S u s i t n a  r i v e r  w a s  l o c a t e d  a n d  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i n  1 9 8 0 .  
I t ’ s  a l o n g  t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  t h e  I d i t a  ; 1 T r a i l  s l e d  d o g  r a c e  h a s  b e e n  r u n  
e a c h  y e a r  s i n c e  M a r c h  3 ,  1 9 7 3  a n d  w a  d a r e d  t h e  s t a t e s  o f f i c i a l  s l e d  d o g  
r a c e  b y  G o v .  J a y  Hammond  i n  1 9 7 6 .

T o d a y  u p  t o  7 0  m u s h e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  c o m e  t o  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  
w o r l d s  l o n g e s t  s l e d  d o g  r a c e .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  
I t a l y ,  E n g l a n d , N o r w a y  a n d  C a n a d a .  W h e n  t h e s e  t e a m s  l e a v e  f o r  N o m e  t h e y  w i l l  
i n  s o m e ,  p l a c e s  n o t  b e  t r a v e l i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a i l  b e c a u s e  f r o m  K n i k  d  t h e  
L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  r i v e r  t h e  t r a i l  c r o s s e s  p r i v a t e  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  a n d  t h e  
o w n e r s  h a v e  p o s t e d  n o  t r e s p a s s i n g  s i g n s  o n  i r o n  s t a k e s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
t r a i l .

W h a t  w e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  i s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  a c q u i r e  a
2 0 0 ’ r i g h t  o f  w a y  a c c e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  s o  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  o f  t h i s  t r a i l  d l l  b e  p r e s e r v e d .  I f  t h e  s t a t s  d o e s  n o t  
f u n d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  t r a i l , t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  l o s i n g  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a i l  e x i s t .  T h e  M a t - S u  b o r o u g h  h a s
n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  s o m e  l a n d o w n e r s  s u c e s s f u l l y  a n d  o t h e r s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  p a y m e n t
f o r  t h i s  r i g h t  o f  w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n .



ANALYSIS OF FISCAL NOTE -  H3 472

This estimate assumes a right of way 300^wide and approximately 
12 miles in length running from near Knik Village to Burma Road.

I t  would encompass approximately 435 acres @ $1,000 per acre.
The fisca l note amount includes about $15,Cnr) for appraisal and 
rlegotlations.

/  I f  the width were reduced to 200', the amount would be approximately 
V  $290,000 plus $15,000 for Incidentals to ta llin g  $305,000. A re­

duction to 150* would be estimated at $23?,000.

I f  th is  t r a i l  has been used by the public while the land ownership 
was Public Domain, 1t is possible that a right of way was p u b l is h e d  
by U.S.C, 43, Section 932 (usually called Revised Statute 2477). 
However, such t i t l e  would be d i f f ic u l t  to prove and harder s t i l l  
to locate.
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R E J P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A B , R B S SO U R C E S
. O FF IC E  OF  THE COMMISSIONER

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

A p r i l  20, 1 9 8 3

M r . B o b  T h o m
M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
S R A  B o x  6 0 0 7  
P a l m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5

D e a r  M r .  T h o m :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  23, r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
w i d t h  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  I d i t a r o d - T r a i l  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  i n  t h e  F i s h  C r e e k  a r e a .  I apolc; i z e  f o r  
t h e  d e l a y  i n  a n s w e r i n g  y o u r  l e t t e r .

T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r o u t e  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  a l o n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
a l i g n m e n t  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a -  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  T r a i l s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w a s  
m a d e  a t  t h e  T r a i l s  C o m m i t t e e  M a r c h  4, 1 9 8 2  m e e t i n g .  I t  is 
m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .

S u b s e q u e n t l y , t h e  h i s t o r i c  a l i g n m e n t  o f  t h e  t r a i l  w a s  l o c a t e d  
o n  t h e  g r o u n d  b y  J o e  R e d i n g t o n ,  S r . ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t w o  
s t a f f  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .  T r a i l  l o c a t i o n  w a s  
v e r i f i e d  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e  b y  o l d  t r e e  b l a z e s  a n d  o t h e r  s i g n s .  
T h i s  is t h e  a l i g n m e n t  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  s u r v e y e d .
T h e  l i n e  s h o w n  o n  U . S . G . S .  m a p s  a s  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  is n o t  
t h e  a c t u a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e .

T h e  W i l l o w  S u b - b a s i n  P l a n ,  a d o p t e d  b y  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  
t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  a f t e r  e x t e n s i v e  p u b l i c  r e v i e w ,  
c a l l s  f o r  a 600 f o o t  w i d e  c o r r i d o r  f o r  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  F i s h  C r e e k  u n i t .  T h i s  i s  a r e d u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
1 , 0 0 0  f o o t  w i d t h  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  p l a n  e l s e w h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  
t r a i l .  T h e  r e d u c t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s  a n d  b e c a u s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  3 0 0  f e e t  
f r o m  t h e  t r a i l  w a s  j u d g e d  t o  h a v e  l o w  i m p a c t  o n  r e c r e a t i o n .
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T h e  B o r o u g h  T r a i l s  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  
w i d t h  b e  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e d  f r o m  600 f e e t .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  
r e q u e s t ,  t h e  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  f o r  t h e  F i s h  C r e e k  M a n a g e m e n t  
P l a n  r e v i e w e d  t h e  t r a i l’’c o r r i d o r , t h e  i s s u e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n t s  
t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  t h e y  d e c i d e d  o n  a 4 0 0  f o o t  w i d t h  a s  a 
r e a s o n a b l e  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  M a t a n u s k a -  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  c o n c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  c o m p r o m i s e  (s e e  a t t a c h m e n t s ) . 
T h e  B o r o u g h  o w n s  n e a r l y  2 / 3  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  F i s h  C r e e k  
u n i t  t h a t  is t r a v e r s e d  b y  t h e  t r a i l .

I n s o f a r  a s  s t a t e  l a n d s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  p l a n n i n g  t e a m ' s  
d e c i s i o n  is a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to T o m  H a w k i n s ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  w i l l  a p p e a r  
i n  t h e  d r a f t  p l a n .  I h a v e  b e e n  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  t e a m  d i d  
c o n s i d e r  y o u r  v i e w s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  I t  
i s  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  i n p u t ,  i n  p a r t ,  t h a t  t h e  c o r r i d o r  w a s  
r e d u c e d  t o  4 0 0  f e e t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e a m  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  

p r e c l u d e d  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n .

M r .  H a w k i n s  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  w i d t h  o f  
t h e  t r a i l  c o r r i d o r  u n t i l  a f t e r  p u b l i c  a n d  a g e n c y  c o m m e n t s  
h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  d r a f t  p l a n .  W e  e x p e c t  t h e  d r a f t  
p l a n  to  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  s u m m e r ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  s e n t  a 

c o p y .

T h e r e  a r e  a f e w  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  w h i c h  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e :

1. T h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A d v i s o r y  
B o a r d  o f f i c i a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  a 1 5 0  f o o t  c o r r i d o r  o n  
N o v e m b e r  8, 1 9 8 2  (see a t t a c h m e n t ) .

2. T h e  a c r e a g e  i n  C l a s s  I I  a n d  T I I  s o i l s  i n c l u d e d  i n
a 1 0 0  f o o t  c o r r i d o r  is 61 acres, n o t  6.

3. T h e  a c r e a g e  i n  C l a s s  II  a n d  I I I  s o i l s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a
1 5 0  f o o t  c o r r i d o r  is 91 a c r e s .

4. O f  t h e  C l a s s  II a n d  I I I  s o i l s  t r a v e r s e d  b y  t h e  t r a i l ,
n o t  a l l  w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a c t s  
a n y w a y ;  a l i t t l e  o v e r  1 / 2  m i l e  of  t h e  t r a i l  t r a v e r s e s  
C l a s s  II a n d  I I I  s o i l s  t h a t  a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  n o n c o n t i g u o u s  
p a r c e l s  t h a t  d o  n o t  l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  e c o n o m i c a l  f a r m  
u n i t s .  T h i s  r e d u c e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c r e s  
a f f e c t e d  b y  a 4 0 0  f o o t  c o r r i d o r  b y  24 a c r e s  (to 218 

a c r e s ) .



D e a r  Mr. R e d i n g t o n :

I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l e r t i n g  me- t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  e n c o u n t e r e d  
w h e r e  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  l a n d  in t h e  

v i c i n i t y  o f  K n i k .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  is c u r r e n t l y  
c o n d u c t i n g  a s u r v e y  b e t w e e n  G o o s e  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  S u s i t n a  
R i v e r  w i t h  i n v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
'The c o n t r a c t o r  is  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  T r a i l  a c r o s s  S t a t e ,  M a t a n u s k a -  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w h e r e  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  
h a s  .been g i v e n  b y  t h e  l a n d  o w n e r .  O n c e  t h i s  s u r v e y  h a s  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e . D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  b e  
p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d o c u m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e d i c a t e  a 
p u b l i c  r i g h t - o f - w a y  a l o n g  t h e  T r a i l .

In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e ^ A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 's. O f f i c e  is c u r r e n t l y  
a s s e s s i n g  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s  
s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  in r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  s e g m e n t .
O n c e  t h e  p r e c i s e  c e n t e r l i n e  is  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  s u r v e y  c o n t r a c t o r ,  
a n d  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  l e g a l  m a t e r i a l  h a s  b e e n  
a n a l y z e d ,  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  w i l l  a d v i s e  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a s  t o  t h e  S t a t e ' s  a n d  t h e  
l a n d o w n e r s '  l e g a l  r i g h t s  a l o n g  t h e  T r a i l .



A s  s o o n  as  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ’s O f f i c e  a d v i s e s  us, w e  w i l l  
t a k e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n .  I w i l l  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  k e p t  
i n f o r m e d  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E s t h e r  C.. W u n n i c k e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B a r b a r a  L a c h e r
N e i l  J o h a n n s e n ,  D i r e c t o r ,  P a r k s



KNIK CHAPTER

IDITAROD TRAIL BLAZERS
—  1DITASKI -

January 28, 1983 s  'S 3 3

Esther Wun.nicke, Commissioner (
Department of Natural Resources 
11th Floor, State Office Building .
Pouch M
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Commissioner Wunnicke;

I am concerned whether the Iditarod Trail w ill  be available for dog mushing, 
the annual Iditarod Trail Race, Iditaski Races, and other t r a i l  uses any 
longer, since Federal government refuses to do anything on i t  except those 
sections crossing Federal land; other than funding a BLM Iditarod Trail 
person in the State Division of Parks. Senator Stevens was able to "get 
funding for this BLM position this last December.

I have mushed this t r a i l  since 1948 and know exactly where the National 
Historic Trail goes as you leave Knik. In my opinion, the State Department 
of Natural Resources is doing a good job in getting a good survey of this 
t r a i l  as i t  goes across state and borough land, but to my knowledge, the 
State has not done anything to preserve the right-of-way to the tr a i l  
across the ten to f i f te e n  privately  owned parcels between Knik Road and the 
L i t t le  Susitna River. We ju s t  won't have a historic t r a i l  i f  we cannot 
preserve this portion of i t .

We are trying to get some sort of alternate tr a i l  going across private 
properties for a cross-country ski race in early February, but we would 
not be able to get a permanent t r a i l  at a d ifferent location and i t  ju st 
would not be the Historic Iditarod T ra il l

I would l ik e  your assurance that the State w ill see to i t  that this t r a i l  
is preserved and the right-of-way obtained so that we can use i t  without 
getting involved in tangled disputes each year.

Sincerely,

Joe Redington, S 
President, Knik 
Iditarod T rail Bj

cc: Governor Sheffield

BOX 5460 KNIK ROAD WASILLA, ALASKA 99687 (907) 376-5562
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