


QUESTIONS FOR KNAPP/CCNFIFMATION HEARING

Hew do you intend to continue with your open policy? Will it be an open 
policy with all DOT employees? Can w e  expect to continue to receive 
reports, for example on the Capital Project Clean-up?

In reference to the Capital Projects Clean-up, do w e  knew if the incane 
of non-participating funds (federal aid, other) has been balanced with 

expenditures and has the revenue problem been solved?

While cleaning up problems of past practices, what steps are being taken 
to avoid same or similar problems in the present and for the future?

During the interim period, and after being briefed this session on the 
Capital Project Clear-up on the status of the Financial Information 
System, has it as yet become a people system? (We realize that the 
programs exist and operators have been trained to use the computer, but 
is ic a "people system"?)

After having been briefed on the latest status of the Capital Project 
Clean-up, one of the tilings that surfaced was over-programming? Has 

over-programming been discontinued '3
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REAR ADMIRAL RICHARD J. KNAPP

Richard Joseph Knapp was born on February 14, 1929 , in Passaic, New Jersey, where 

he was graduated from Passaic High School in 1947 . Appointed a Cadet in Ju ly , 1 94 7 . he 

was graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut, w ith a 

Bachelor o f  Science Degree in Engineering and a commission o f Ensign on June 1, 1951 .

His service career as an officer began w ith three years o f sea duty aboard the USCGC 

ESCANABA and USCGC GRESHAM. Both o f  these cutters were homcported in Alameda, 
California, and engaged in ocean station patrols and search and rescue m issions. In May, 

1954 , he returned ashore for a th>-ec-year tour as Commanding Officer o f  Ship Training 
Detachment No. 5 in Alameda.

Returning to sea once again in May, 1 9 5 7 , lie served for a year as Operations Officer 

on board the USCGC SPEN CER , out o f  New York C ity. After completing studies at the 

Merchant Marine Indoctrination School at New London, Connecticut, in Ju ly . 1 9 5 8 , he 

returned to New York C ity for a year as Hull Inspector at the Coast Guard Merchant 

Marine inspection Office. From June, 1 95 9 , to June, 1961 , lie commanded the USCGC 

YF.ATON out o f New London, Connecticut.

lie  w as next assigned as a graduate student at George Washington University in 
W ashington, D .C ., where he was awarded a Master's Degree in Business Administration 

(M BA) in June, 1 9 6 2 . Th is w as followed by three years as S ta ff  Assistant to the Comp­
troller at Coast Guard Headquarters.

From May, 1 96 5 , until March. 1 96 6 , lie served in the Republic o f South Vietnam. 

During that period, he was first assigned as Chief S ta ff Officer, to C -a st Guard Squadron 

One. Its m ission was to interdict and counter the in filtration o f men. m unitions and 

supplies from the sea to Viet Cong guerillas ashore. In this capacity, he planned, organized 

and coordinated tire deployment o f  the Squadron’s first two d ivisions (D ivision 11 and 

12) comprised o f  seventeen 82-foot Coast Guard patrol boats. He then commanded D ivi­

sion 12 based at DaNang and served as Commander, Task Group 115 .5 . During this time, 

he directed the train ing and operations o f  both Coast Guard cutters and Navy I’CFs and 

developed tactics which made full use o f the capabilities o f both types o f vessels. For his 

service in V ietnam , the then Lieutenant Commander Knapp was awarded the Legion o f 

Merit w ith Combat D istingu ish ing Device.

Upon his return from Southeast Asia, he commanded the USCGC ACUSHNF.Tout o f 

Portland, Maine. From the ic , lie returned to Headquarters in September. 1 96 8 . to serve as 
Chief, Cost A nalysis Branch, Budget D ivision. For meritorious achievement while in that 

post, he was awarded the Coast Guard Commendation Medal.

Returning to sea in Ju ly  o f 1 97 2 , he commanded i;r succession tire polar icebreakeis 

USCGC SOUTIIW1ND and USCGC liD fS iO  Both vessels were based at Baltimore, Mary­
land. In Ju ly , I 9 7 4 ,h e  returned for a third tour o f  duty at Headquarters as Chief. Ocean 

Operations D ivision , Office o f Operations. For outstanding achievement during that tour, 
he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. In June, 1977 , he was reassigned to duty as 

Deputy Chief, Office ol Personnel at Headquarters.
On Janua iy  2 7 , 1 97 8 , he was among six other captains nominated try President Carter 

for the rank o f  Rear Admiral. Promoted to the rank o f Reai Admiral on Ju ly  1. 1978 , he 

assumed duties as Comptroller o f the Coast Guard. He has served as DLtrict Commander 

in Alaska since June 28 , 1 98 0 .

Rear Admiral Knapp is married to the former Pamela Hancock Pelham, lie  and Mis. 

Knapp have four children: Joseph, Marc, Nancy and Kichaid.
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