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EXPENDITURES (Thousands  o f  D o l l a r s )

3 0
0 to FY 84 . FY 85 FY 8 6 FY 87 FY 8 8

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
bOO LAND & STR-JTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL 1 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands  o f  D o l l a r s )  o

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER ( S p e c i f y  S o u rc e )

0
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FULL TIME Ho ne  

PART TIME 
TEMPORARY : 1

I I I . .  ANALYSIS (See F i s c a l  Note P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  I I I )  
s e s t i m a t e d  that this bill will not create additional fiscal impact.

.. , .ding on the ext e n t  to w h i c h  telec onf ere nci ng is used in lieu of actual 

m e e t i n g s ,  t h e r e  co uld  be an in es ti mab le negative fiscal imp act  due to d i m i n i s h e d  

travel costs.
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Sta te  G ove rnm en t .
CHAPTER  62.
Adm in i s t ra t iv e  P rocedu re  A c t .
A R T IC LE  4.
P ro c edu re  f o r  Adopt ing R egu la t i o n s .

Sec .  4 4 . 6 2 . 2 1 0 .
PU B L IC  PROCEED INGS .

( a )  On the date and a t  the  time and p lace des ignated in the  
notice the  agency  shal l  g i v e  each in te re s ted  p e rson  o r  his 
a u th o r i z ed  r e p re s e n ta t i v e ,  o r  b o th ,  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p re sen t  
s ta temen ts ,  a rgumen ts ,  o r  c on ten t ions  in w r i t i n g ,  with o r  wi thout 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to p re sen t  them o r a l l y .  The  s ta te agency  shal l  
c on s id e r  al l r e le v an t  matte r  p re sen ted  to it b e fo r e  adop t ing ,  
amending o r  repea l ing a r egu la t i o n .

( b )  At a hear ing u n d e r  th is  sect ion the agency  o r  its 
au th o r i z e d  rep re s en ta t i v e  may adm in is te r  oa ths  o r  a f f i rma t ions ,
and may con t inue  o r  pos tpone  the hea r ing  to the time and place 
which it de te rm ines .

H IS T O R Y  (S e c .  7 a r t  IV (ch  1) ch 143 SLA 1959)



page two

AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0
Sta te  G ove rnmen t .
CHAPTER  62.
Adm in is t ra t ive  P rocedu re  A c t .
A RT IC LE  6 .
Agency  Meet ings Public .

S ec .  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 .
AGENCY MEETINGS P U B L IC .
( a )  Al l meet ings o f  a l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y ,  o f  a b oa rd  o f  

r e g e n t s ,  o r  o f  an adm in is t ra t i ve  b o d y ,  b o a r d ,  commission,  
committee, subcommittee,  a u t h o r i t y ,  counc i l ,  a g en c y ,  o r  o the r  
o rg an i z a t i o n ,  inc lud ing su b o rd in a t e  un i t s  o f  the above  g r o u p s ,  o f  
the s ta te  o r  any  o f  its po l i t ica l s ub d iv i s i o n s ,  inc lud ing  but not 
limited to munic ipa l i t ies ,  b o r o u g h s ,  school b o a r d s ,  and all other 
b o a r d s ,  agenc ies ,  a ssemb l ies ,  c ounc i l s ,  d ep a r tm en ts ,  d iv is /ons ,  
b u r e a u s ,  commissions o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a d v i s o r y  o r  o the rw ise ,  o f  

the s ta te  o r  local g ove rnmen t  s u p p o r t e d  in whole o r  in par t by 
pub l ic  money o r  au tho r i zed  to spend pub l ic  money ,  a r e  open to the  
pub l ic  excep t  as o therw ise p r o v id ed  by  th is  sec t ion .  Except when 
vo ice vo tes  a re  a u th o r i z ed ,  the vo te  sha l l  be conduc ted  in such a 
manner tha t  the public may know the vo te  o f  each pe rson  ent i t led  
to v o t e .  Th is  section doers not  a p p ly  to any  vo te s  requ i r ed  to be 
taken to o rg an i z e  the a fo re -men t i oned  bod ies .

( b )  I f  excepted sub jec t s  a re  to be d iscussed  at a meeting, 
the meeting must f i r s t  be convened  as a pub l ic  meeting and the 
ques t ion  o f  ho ld ing an execu t iv e  sess ion to d is cu s s  matters  that 
come within the excep t ions  con ta ined in ( c )  o f  th is  section shal l
be de te rm ined by  a ma jo r i ty  vo te  o f  the b o d y .  No sub jec ts  may be 
cons ide red  at  the execu t ive  sess ion excep t  those ment ioned in the  
motion ca l l ing f o r  the e xecu t iv e  sess ion un le ss  a u x i l i a r y  to the 
main ques t ion .  No action may be taken  at the e xecu t iv e  sess ion .

( c )  T he  fo l lowing excep ted  sub jec ts  may be d iscussed in an 
execu t iv e  sess ion :

( 1 )  ma t te r s ,  the immediate know ledge o f  which would 
c l e a r l y  have an a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  upon the f inances  o f  the 
g ove rnm en t  unit ;

( 2 )  sub jec ts  that tend  to p re jud ic e  the repu ta t ion  .nd 
ch a ra c t e r  o f  any p e r s o n ,  p ro v id ed  the p e rson  may reques t  a 
pub l ic  d iscuss ion ;

( 3 )  matters  which by law, municipa l c h a r t e r ,  o r  
o rd in ance  a re  r equ i red  to be con f id en t ia l .
( d )  T h is  section does not  a p p ly  to

( 1 )  judic ia l o r  q u a s i - ju d ic ia l  bodies when ho ld ing a 
meetinq so le ly  to make a decis ion in an ad ju d ic a to r y  
p roceed ing ;

( 2 )  j u r i e s ;
( 3 )  pa ro le  o r  p a rd on  b o a rd s ;
( 4 )  meetings o f  a hosp ita l medical s t a f f ;  o r
( 5 )  meetings o f  th e  g o v e rn in g  body  o r  any  committee o f



A g e n c y  Meetings P u’ysc.
C ITA T IO N  Sec .  H 4 .6 2 . 3 1 2 .
CATCH LINE

STATE  POL ICY  REGARD ING MEETINGS.
T E X T  ( a )  I t  is the po l icy o f  the sta te tha t

( 1 )  the gove rnmenta l  un i t s  mentioned in AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 i  i ( a )  
e x i s t  to aid in the c onduc t  o f  the people 's  bu s in e s s ;

( 2 )  it is the in ten t  o f  the law tha t  act ions o f  those 
un i t s  be taken open ly  and tha t  th e i r  de l ibe ra t ion s  be 
conduc ted  open ly ;

( 3 )  the  people o f  th is  sta te do not  y ie ld  the i r  
s o v e r e ig n ty  to the agenc ies  which s e rv e  them;

( 4 )  the  peop le ,  in de legat ing  a u th o r i t y ,  do not  g ive  
th e i r  pub l ic  s e rv an t s  the  r ig h t  to decide what is good f o r  
the  peop le  to know and what is not  good f o r  them to know ;

( 5 )  the peop le 's  r ig h t  to remain in fo rmed sha l l  be 
p ro tec ted  so tha t  they  may re ta in  con t ro l  o v e r  the 
in s t rumen ts  they  have c re a ted .
( b )  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( c ) ( 1 )  sha l l  be con s t ru ed  n a r r ow ly  in o r d e r  

to e f f e c tu a te  the po l icy s ta ted  in ( a )  o f  th is sect ion and avo id  
u nn ec e s s a r y  execu t ive  s e ss ions .

H IS TO RY  (S e c .  3 ch 98 SLA 1972)

S ta te Gove rnmen t .
A S  44.62.410



a hosp ita l when ho ld ing a meeting so le ly  to act upon mat te rs  
o f  p ro fe s s iona l  qua l i f i c a t ion s ,  p r i v i l eg e s  o r  d isc ip l in e .
( e )  Reasonab le  pub l ic  notice sha l l  be g iven  f o r  al l meet ings

r e qu i r e d  to be open u nd e r  th is  sec t ion .
( f )  Act ion taken c o n t r a r y  to th is  sect ion is v o id .

H ISTO RY  (S e c .  1 a r t  VI (ch 1) ch 143 SLA 1959;  am sec .  1 ch 48 SLA 1966;
am sec .  1 ch 78 SLA 1968;  am sec . 1 ch 7 SLA 1969 ; am secs .  1 ,  2

ch 98 SLA 1972; am sec .  2 ch 100 SLA 1972; am sec . 1 ch 139 SLA 
1976)

AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 2
Sta te Gove rnmen t .
CHAPTER  62.
Adm in is t ra t iv e  P ro cedu re  Act .  
A RT IC LE  6.



CHAPTER  62 .
Adm in is t ra t ive  P ro c edu re  Act .
A RT IC LE  8.
Adm in is t ra t ive  Ad jud ica t ion .

C ITAT ION  Sec.  4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0 .
CATCH LINE

TIME AND PLACE OF HEAR ING .
TEXT  The  agency  sha l l  de te rm ine  the time and p lace o f  h ea r in g .  The  

hea r ing  shal l  be held in Juneau  o r  K e tch ik an ,  wh icheve r  is c lo se r  
to the p lace where  the  t ran sac t i on  o c cu r r e d  o r  whe re  the 
r e sp onden t  r e s id e s ,  i f  the t r ansac t ion  o c cu r r e d  in o r  the 
re sp onden t  re s ides  in the S ou th ea s t e rn  Senate  D i s t r i c t ;  in 
Ancho rage  i f  the t r an sac t ion  o c c u r r e d  o r  the r e sp onden t  res ides  
within the South  C en t r a l  Sena te  D i s t r i c t ;  in F a i r b an k s  o r  Nome, 
wh icheve r  is c lo se r  to the  p lace whe re  the  t ransac t ion  o ccu r r e d  

o r  where  the r e sp onden t  r e s i d e s ,  i f  the t r ansac t ion  o c c u r r e d  in 
o r  the re sp onden t  re s ides  in the Cen t ra l  o r  No r thwes te rn  Senate 
D i s t r i c t s .  The  agency  may ,  i f  the  t ransac t ion  o c c u r r e d  in a 
senate d i s t r i c t  o t h e r  than tha t  o f  r e sp onden t ' s  r e s id ence ,  se lect  
the p lace o f  h e cnng  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  e i the r  d i s t r i c t .  T he  agency 
may se lect a d i f f e r e n t  p lace n e a r e r  the p lace where  the 
t ransac t ion  o c cu r r e d  o r  whe re  the re sp onden t  r e s id e s ,  o r  the 
pa r t i e s  by  ag reement may se lec t  any  p lace in the s ta te .

H IS TO RY  (S ec .  9 ( ch  2) ch 143 SLA 1959)



z / y

Telecon ­
f e r e n c i n g  

(u se  of  in  
p u b l i c  
m e e t in g s )

T e l e c o n -  
f e r e n c i n g  

(u se  of  in  
p u b l i c  
m e e t in g s )

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS (S en a te )

'SENATE'B IL L tN O ; 111]. by t h e  Rules  Committee by r e q u e s t  of 
t h e  Governor .  Amends p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Procedure  Act to  e x p l i c i t l y  a l lo w  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  meet­
in g s  by t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g .  D ef ines  " t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g "  as  " i n ­
fo rm a t io n  exchange by a u d i o ,  v id e o ,  o r  com pute r ized  e l e c t r o n i c  

m e d ia . "  S t a t e s  t h a t  i n t e n t  i s  t o  "a l low  s t a t e  a g e n c ie s  and th e  
p u b l i c  t o  employ advances  i n  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  t e chno logy  t h a t  can 
i n c r e a s e  the  e f f i c i e n c y  and conven ience  o f  t r a n s a c t i n g  b u s in e s s  
w i th  or  by a s t a t e  a g e n c y . "  Does n o t  p ro v id e  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e .

I n t ro d u c e d  F eb rua ry  7 and r e f e r r e d  t o  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  and J u d i c i a r y .

I n  h i s  message t r a n s m i t t i n g  the  b i l l  t o  t h e  Senate  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  Governor S h e f f i e l d  s t a t e d :

U nder the a u t h o r i t y  o f art. Ill, aec. 18, of the Alaska 
Cons ti t ut io n,  I ara tr an sm i t t i n g  a b i ll  relating to the use 
o f t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  for m e e t i n g s  and hearings held under 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r oc ed u re  Ac t (AS 44.62). The b i l l 
confirms and clar if i es  that t e l a co n fe re nc l ng  Is a lega ll y 
p e r m i s s i b l e  m e an s for Incr e as in g efficient public access 
and Input to go ve r n m e n t  bodies. Provisions to safeguard 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s t a tu to r y rights o f  the pu blic 
relati ng  to h e a r in gs  and public meetings are Included In

This b i l l was d e r i v e d  from the last legislature's CSHB 
703(1, 6 C). I urge y ou r p ro m pt  action on this Important 
m easure.

February 14, 1983

SENATE BILL NO. I l l , ( s ee  page 135) .  Reported  back to  the  
Senate  on March 16 by S t a t e  A f f a i r s  w i th  a m a j o r i t y  of  th e  
committee recommending i t  be r e p l a c e d  w i th  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
Committee S u b s t i t u t e  and t h a t  i t  do p a s s .  Concur r ing :  Vic
F i s c h e r  (Chmn.) ,  K e l l y ,  S tu rg u le w s k i  and Rodey. To J u d i c i a r y .

The S t a t e  A f f a i r s  CS makes s e v e r a l  r e l a t i v e l y  minor  changes i n  
wording to  v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  of  the  s t a t u t e s  be ing  amended. Major 
change i s  in  proposed  new language added to the  p u b l i c  meeting  law. 
The CS adds the  u n d e r l i n e d  m a t e r i a l :  "A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  must  be
a f f o r d e d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  hea r  and,  i f  v i d eo t r a n s m i s s i o n  i s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  see e v e r y t h in g  t r a n s p i r i n g  a t  the meeting  . . . . "



f /‘/ 2 -

T e l e c o n -  
f e r e n c i n g  

(u se  o f  in  
p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g s )

SENATE BILL NO. I l l ,  ( s ee  pages 135; 3 1 5 ) .  R epor ted  back to  
the  Senate  on A p r i l  12 by J u d i c i a r y  w i th  th e  committee recom­
mending i t  be r e p l a c e d  w i th  J u d i c i a r y  Committee S u b s t i t u t e  
w i t h  new t i t l e  and t h a t  i t  do p a s s .  C o n c u r r in g :  Ray, (Chmn.),
Z i e g l e r ,  Josephson ,  P e t t y j o h n  and E l i a s o n .  To R u le s .

I

page 508

COMMITTEE REPORTS ( S e n a t e ) ( c o n t ' d )

SB 111 ( c o n t ' d )

The J u d i c i a r y  CS makes the fo l lo w in g  changes :

— S p e c i f i c a l l y  in c lu d e s  th e  U n i .ve rs i ty  o f  Alaska i n  l i s t  of 
government agenc ies  t h a t  a re  s u b j e c t  t o  th e  p u b l i c  meeting  law (AS 
4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ) .

—New language to  p u b l i c  meeting  law would r e a d :  "At tendance
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  m ee t ings  by the  p u b l i c  o r  members o f  th e  body, 
exce p t  s e s s i o n s ,  i n c lu d in g  j o i n t  s e s s i o n ,  of  th e  s e n a t e  or  house,  
may be by t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  a c c o rd in g  to  r e a s o n a b l e  r u l e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  body conduc t ing  the  m e e t in g .  The r u l e s  s h a l l  
p r o v id e  t h a t  agency m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  to  be c o n s id e re d  a t  the  
mee t ing  a re  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  l o c a t i o n s  a t  which v o t i n g  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t t e n d .  The r u l e s  a r e  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  and 
need n o t  be adopted under  AS 44 .6 2 .0 4 0  -  4 4 . 6 2 .2 9 0 . "

The S t a t e  A f f a i r s  v e r s i o n  d id  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  excep t  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n s  and r e f e r r e d  to  "ground r u l e s "  r a t h e r  than  " r u l e s . "  
D e le t e s  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  r u l e s  to  in c lu d e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
suspending  or  r e s c h e d u l in g  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  meeting  i f  a 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  system f a i l u r e  occurs  d u r in g  the  mee t ing .
D e l e t e s :  "A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  must be a f f o r d e d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to
h e a r  and,  i f  v ideo  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  see e v e ry th in g  
t r a n s p i r i n g  a t  the  meeting  and to  speak  on any i s s u e  upon which 
o r a l  t e s t im o n y  i s  a c c e p t e d . "

—  — D ele te s  from new AS 4 4 .6 2 .6 3 5 ,  "TELECONFERENCING": " I f
t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  i s  used  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  an i s s u e  d u r ing  a 
m ee t ing  or  h e a r i n g ,  then  i t  must be used  f o r  the  e n t i r e  time t h a t  
t h a t  i s s u e  i s  be ing c o n s i d e r e d . "



STATE OF ALASKA 
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency A f fec ted :  P o t e n t i a l l y  a l l ________
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OPERATING
FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 TV 86'' FY 87 FV 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
'CAPITAL'
REVENUE 0 0 o 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands o f  D o l l a r s ) •
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TEMFORARY
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IV. ANALYSIS

The proposed l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which passed the Senate on 4-27-83 and 
was r e fe r re d  to the House, i s  intended to c l a r i f y  and l e g a l l y  author ize 
the use o f  "te leconferencing technologies" to increase the e f f i c i en cy  
and convenience o f  transact ing business with or  by State agencies. The 
b i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  c l a r i f i e s  past and present ambiguities re la t ing  to the 
lega l use o f  te leconfe rencing at public meetings.

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the proposed l£ g i s l a t i o n  was derived from CSHB 703 
(Labor and Commerce) which died l a s t  year in the House Finance Committee. 
At the request o f  the Governor, the b i l l  was reintroduced th i s  year  by 
the Senate in the Rules Committee. The Rules Committee re fe r red  the 
b i l l ,  unamended, to the State A f f a i r s  Committee which amended the b i l l .  
The State A f f a i r s  Committee re fe r red  the b i l l  to  the Jud ic ia ry  Committee 
which a l so  amended i t .  This amended vers ion passed the Senate on Apri l 
27 ,  1983.

The Jud ic ia ry  Committee made several amendments to the b i l l .  
Primary changes include: 1) the b i l l  t i t l e  was changed; 2) the Committee
added t i . a t  "sess ions , including j o i n t  sess ions ,  o f  the senate and 
house"- be excluded from attendance and pa r t ic ipa t ion  by the public o r  
members o f  a body by te leconferencing (sect ion 3 ,  l in e s  7 - 1 1 ) ;  3) the
Committee deleted "A l l pa r t ic ipan ts  must be af fo rded the opportunity to 
hear and, i f  video transmission i s  a v a i l a b le ,  see everything t ransp i r ing  
at the__meeting and to speak on any issue upon which o ra l  testimony is  
accepted" (p rev ious ly  sect ion 3 ,  l in e s  17 -20 ) ;  and, 4 )  the Committee 
deleted " i f  te leconferencing is  used f o r  consideration o f  an issue 
during a meeting o r  hearing, then i t  must be used fo r  the en t i r e  time 
that that  issue is  being considered" (p rev ious ly  section 8 -b ,  l i n e s  
27 -2 9 ) .

Items 3 and 4 above were o r i g i n a l l y  added to the l e g i s l a t i o n  as 
safeguards preventing agencies from excluding the public from segments 
o f  a meeting o r  hearing. Though the Department p re fe r red non-removal o f  
these two items, the Department does support the amended Jud ic ia ry  
Committee version o f  CSSB I I I .
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The D iv is ion o f  Telecommunications Serv ices ,  Department o f  
Administrat ion , supports the passage o f  CSSB I I I  (An Act re la t ing  to 
public meetings under the Administ rat ive Procedures Act) because i t  w i l l  
c l a r i f y  past and present ambiguities r e la t i n g  to  the use o f  t e l e c on fe r ­
encing a t  public meetings. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  c l a r i f y  the l e g a l i t y  
regarding voting and establishing_quorums by te lecon fe rence .

Teleconferencing has proven to be an e f f e c t i v e  communications 
medium when used to disseminate o r  gather in fo rmation. I t  i s  on ly when 
te leconfe rencing has been used f o r  voting that questions regarding 
quorums and other lega l considera t ions f o r  meetings have a r isen .

The in ten t  to l e g a l l y  r l a r i f y  te leconfe rencing has r.o d i rec t  f i s c a l  
impact on State agencies. However, i t  is  noted that i f  th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  
becomes law, there are potent ia l  f i s c a l  considerat ions f o r  a l l  te lecon ­
ference users . I t  is assumed tha t  by c lea r ing  up lega l quest ions, 
te lecomcrenced meetings w i l l  become more popular and occur more f r e ­
quent ly . This has the potent ia l  to reduce t rave l  costs and to increase 
equipment and long distance telephone cos ts .  Equipment costs could be 
f o r  the purchase o f  te leconference terminal equipment and apparatus. In 
the f i n a l  an a ly s i s ,  by c lea r ing up lega l considerations^ resii4t4ng-4r> 
increased te leconfe rencing a c t i v i t i e s  and reduced t rave l  would save 
money f o r  the State .  I t  is  more cost e f f e c t i v e  to te leconfe rence than 
i t  i s  to t r a v e l .

D iv is ion o f  Telecommunications Services 
Department o f  Administrat ion

f o r  Telecommunications 
Department o f  Administration

Date

Commissioner Lisa Rudd 
Department o f  Administration

Date



MEMORANDUM
To :  John 
From: B ren t  
Date :  May 5 ,  1983
RE: CS SB 111 TELECONFERENC ING , USE IN PUBL IC  MEETINGS

WHAT TH IS  B ILL  DOES:
Amends po r t ion s  o f  the state Admin ist ra t ive P rocedu re  Act to 

al low par t ic ipat ion in pub lic meetings by te lecon fe renc ing .  By "pub l ic  
meet ings" ,  this inc ludes f l o o r  sess ions f o r  both the house and the 
senate .

Al lows f o r  "a member o f  an agency" to vote by te lecon fe rence ,  
when "no rma l ,  ir , '-'son vo t ing is not reasonab ly  p oss ib le . "

Th is  bil l  passed the senate 18 to 1
ADD IT IONAL COMMENTS:
S t a f f  is o f  the opinion that  this  b i l l ,  i f  passed ,  would have a d e t r i ­
mental e f fec t  the qua l i ty  o f  the leg is la tu re .  By al lowing vot ing  by 
te lecon fe rence ,  nany p rob lems would appea r .

( 1 ) .  How would you to ta l ly  v e r i f y  o r  p ro ve  the ident ity o f  the 
member vo t ing away from the body?

( 2 ) .  A r t .  I Sec . 4 o f  the U . S .  Const itut ion states that a vot ing 
body be located in one location.

(3 )  I f  vo t ing was al lowed by te lecon fe rence ,  how would a quorum 
be es tab l ished? How about a call on the House? How would 
at tendance be taken?

QUEST IONS :
Line 7 - 1 9 ,  Page .2. Does this mean that sess ions and joint 

sess ions cannot be conducted by  the aid o f  the te leconference network? 
I f  so ,  what about  " special s e s s io n s " ? Why is not this inc luded?

Line 21 ,  Page 2. What is "Reasonab le  public not ice?" Exact ly?
L ine7 -8 ,  Page 3 .  VOT ING PROCEDURE .  What is meant by 

" rea sonab ly  poss ib le?"  Does that mean out o f  Juneau ,  out o f  the 
cap ita l ,  o r  pe rhaps  out o f  the state? (Maybe you cou ld vote f rom the 
sho re s  o f  sunny  Hawaii)

Line 20 ,  Page 3. How do you waive a const i tut iona l r igh t?
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Th is  bil l o r ig ina ted  f rom the G ove rno r ' s  o f f ice and comes h igh ly  
endo rsed  by him and the Dep t ,  o f  Admin is t ra t ion .  I t would al low 
state agenc ies ,  b oa rds  & commissions to vote at te lecon fe renced 
meetings .
O r ig in a l l y ,  when the bil l  was wr i tten it a lso appl ied (m is taken ly )  to 
te lecon fe renced f l o o r  sess ions .  Th is  has been co r rec ted  in the CS 
bu t  they left  out one th ing .
Amendment # 1 page 2 ,  l ine 9 ,  a f t e r  " jo int" inse r t  "and special"

Quest ion :  Why has the p rov is ion  f o r  reschedu l ing  a meeting due to 
te leconfe renc ing system fa i lu re  been de leted from the Jud ic ia ry  ve rs ion?  
( I t  appea rs  on both the o r ig ina l  SB and the CS (S ta te  A f f a i r s )  on page 
2 l ines 12 -14 .

Amendment # 2 Page 3 ,  l ines 7 - 8 ,  de lete " When no rma l ,  in -pe rson  
vo t ing is not reasonab ly  poss ib le ,  a " inse r t  "A"
Th is  sentence se rv e s  no use fu l  pu rpose  except  con fus ion .
Legal S e rv ices  ag rees  that it is bad ly  d ra f t e d .

Amendment # 3 Page 3 ,  l ine 8, de lete " a n " ,  in se r t  "a state"
Th is  section al lows state agencies to vote e i the r  by mail o r  
by te lecon fe rence .  Vot ing by mail does not app ly  to the leg is la tu re  
an is not inc luded in the def in it ion o f  "s ta te agency"  in th is chap te r .

Amendment # 4 Page 3 ,  l ine 20 ,  de lete "e i the r  waived o r  adequat ly"
Th is  is an odd one .  One page 1 ,  l ines 12-14 the bil l d iscusses 
const i tut iona l and s ta tu to ry  r igh ts  and ye t  on page 3 ,  it t a lk s  about 
waiving those r ig h t s .  Who would eve r  choose to waive a const i tut iona l 
r igh t?  Why would they be in a posit ion to have to waive any r ights?
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