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I . REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. HCR - 17_________________________________________
Title An A c t  rel a t in g to the state medal for heriosm.
Requested by H ou se HESS Date 2/18/8 3

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  of  Ed uc a t i o n_______________________________________

Program Category Affected E l e m e n t a r y  and S e c o n c a r v Educ ati on _______________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected qt-at-p T.-iVrraripg_____________________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analyses section.)

FISCAL NOTE j

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 inf 86 FY 87 FY 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTU. L
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- " -0-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (Specify Source) 
UPERATING

"CAPITAL

POSITIONS
M/A

FULL TIME •

PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

THIS FISCAL NOTE IS PRESENTLY BEING REVIEWED BY THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND BUDGET.

This bill has no fiscal impact on this department.

IV. DATE 2/18/83__________  PREPARED BY
AGENCY

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E _  
cc: Budget and Management

Prjma Snnnsnr r n m ’ «ri a t-- — J ^
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• n r r *  \n d u m
Juneau, Alaska 99811 ____ j

t o  Dr. Milo Fritz • '•

House of Representatives 
Alaska State Legislature

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

f r o m : Phyllis DeMuth

Head, Reader Services 
Alaska State Library'

State of Alaska
d a t e : January 26, 1983

. FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: 465-2926

s u b je c t: state Medal for I'eroiism

1

Enclosed is the information on the medal and its recipients that'could b e -  
compiled from existing files in the’library, and Alaska State A r c h i v e s /  '-' . ' /

There was no established pattern for,announcing or presenting the award 
' which'was left to'the descretion of"each ,governor - letter, certificate 

or b o t h . I s s u a n c e  of the award was not always accompanied by a news, 
release." The medals for heroisnj are kept in the governor's office?* ,-/t i /
• T i - l t v  ~.’-n ‘\-v :>*j_ • *, -  W ' " : . -  ' * . ■ •

T h o  i n f n r m a t i n n  f h a t  h s c  h o o n  T n r a f o H  a + vnmr* v’o m io c F  w i l l  ho ciihnrn -Ft- orl * • • ••••. »■The information that.has been located at your request will be submitted 

to the compilers'of ALASKA BLUE,.BOOK.'. .This would seem to be a good ;placer. 
to maintain a record of those honored for heroism.'’ It does 'seem to need. • - -• 

more visibility. This may also bring to light any recipients that may 'V - •

have been left out. • v \ • ‘ ••'*' '' - v '. ” v
:

It was nice to hear of your election and return to the legislature. The 

Report of the Subcommittee of Communications you chaired and placed here 
has been useful. Please let me know if I can be of further help, or if 
you would like to see the library after some years away.

02-OOK ,Hev.l0/79J



MEMORANDUM
t o : r -  w e s  C o y n e r

E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

FROM . W a r r e n  W .  W i l e y  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

State of Alaska

DATE J a n u a r y  2 0 /  1 9 7 1

s u b j e c t : G o v e r n o r ’ s  M e d a l s  f o r .
• H e r o i s m

W e  h a v e  a  b a c k l o g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  

G o v e r n o r *  s  M e d a l s  f o r  H e r o i s m ,  S o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  q u i t e  o l d ,  .. 

N o n e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  t o  c o n c l u s i o n  a s  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o v a l .  I .  c a r . n o t  f i n d  a n y  w r i t t e n  p r o c e ­

d u r e s  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d /  b u t  h a v e  a  g e n e r a l  i d e a  f r o m  w h a t  H e r b  

L e h f e l d t  t o l d  m e .  V ...

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  t h o u g h t s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s ?



STATE MEDAL FOR HEROISM

Alaska Statute. Sec. 44.09.090. State medal for heroism.

^a) The governor is authorized to award a state medal for heroism . 

directly or posthumously to any citizen of the state in recognition 

of a valorous and heroic deed performed by him in the saving of a life 

or for injury or death or threat of injury or death incurred by him in 

the service of the state or his community or on behalf of the health, 

welfare or safety of other persons. The medal shall be awarded by the 

governor with an appropriate ceremony.
(b) The governor shall make arrangements for the designing of the 

n.od?‘ for heroism through a statewide design competition participated 

in by the school children of the state. (P 1 ch 12 SLA 1965) _

* r . m # • «History • Y " Y Y ;
On October 1965, a news release from Governor William A. Egan 

extended an invitation to all Alaska school students (grades 1 - 12) to 

submit designs for a state heroism medal with a design deadline of 

December 1, 1965. The followinq individuals served on the committee to 

pick.the winning design: Brig. General William S. Elmore, Rear Admiral
* % ' I

J. D. Synon, Joseph Briones, Thomas Morgan, and Capt. George R. Boyce, Jr. .
^  • '

Kathy Shapley, a 16 year old Craig student, submitted the

winning design of out-stretched hands to the aid of another. The gold

medal includes- the words, "State of Alaska Awerd for Bravery - Heroism

for Lending a Hand to your Fellow Man." The mecal is suspended from a

blue ribbon with the Bi'. Dipper and the North Stir in gold.

(Juneau Alaska Empire, March 11, 1966)

Recipients of the Medal for Heroism

1968 (letter, October 22) Prinzing, Randy Hlake (Soldotna)

1971 (December 8) Davis, Nancy (Seattle - Wien stewardess)

1972 (June 27 news-release) Stone, Jeffrey (Fairbanks)

1975 (certificate, September 5) Trooper (iilbert Pelowook and the

village cf Gambell 

1978 (letter, January 17, 1978) George Ja:kinsky (Kasilof)

1980 (letter, March 7) Mike Hancock (Lima, Ohio)



fsG\rir.r<\’3Rr S OFF'iCF. 1 ;E ? S  R E L E A S E ' OCTOBER 27, 1965-
G o v e r n o r  t v i l l i s c  A .  E g a n  h a s  s s : t e n d e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  

t o  a l l  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  t o  s u b m i t  d e s i g n s  f o r  a  S t a t e  

h e r o i s m  m e d a l  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  l a s t  s e s . s i . o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

C h a p t e r  1 2  o f  t h e  1 9 6 5  A l a s k a  s e s s i o n  l a w s  d i r e c t s  

t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  " c a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  

m e d a l  f o r  h e r o i s m  t h r o u g h  a  s t a t e w i d e " d e s i g n  c o m p e t i t i o n  p a r t i c ­

i p a t e d  i n  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a . ”

W i l l i a m  x .  Z a h r a c V . i c e k . .  A l a s k a  c o m r . v l s s i o n e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

5c n o w  s e n d i n g  t o  a l j  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a  m e m o r a n d u m  c n  t h i s  

c o m p e t i t i o n  a r . d  d e s i g n  s p  s c  i f  5 - c a t  :1c .:  s .  D e a d l i n e  f o r  s v h v u i s s i c n  

o f  d e s i g n s  i s  D e c e m b e r  1 ,  I S 6 5 .

v i VJ. lr .g  o f  t h e  d e s i g n s  a n d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  t o  b e  

u s e e  f o r  t h e  m e d a l  w i l l  b e  d o n e  b y  a  c o r / m i t t  a e ccr.-.-posed c:c t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  J u n e a u  resid ents*. Reai: A ir .i : a.l G -  D, 
Syncn. c o a a n a r . d t n t ,  1 7 t h  C o a s t  G u a r d  D i s t r i c t ;  M r s - .  P./.e M u n o z .  

A l a s k a ,  a r t i s t ; "  T h o m a s  A .  M o r g a n ,  b u s i n e s s m a n ;  J o s e p h  E r i c n e s ,  

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  A l a s k a ;  a n d  b r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  

W i l l i a m  S .  E l m o r e ,  A l a s k a  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l .

T h e  h e r o i s m  m e d a l .  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e ,  i s  t o  b e  

- . ' r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  " d i r e c t l y  o r  p o s t h u m o u s l y  t o  a n y  

c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  v a l o r o u s  a n d  h e r o i c  

d c m d  p e r  f o r m e d  b y  h i m  i n  t h e  c a v i n g  o f  a  l i f e  o r  f o r  i n j u r y  o r  

d e a t h ' o r  t h r e a t  o f  i n j u r y ‘ o r  d e a t h  i n c u r r e d  b y  h i m  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

o f  t h e  S t a t e  o r  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  o r  or. b e h a l f  o f  t h e  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  

o r  s a f e t y  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  T h e  m e d a l  s h a l l  b e  a w a r d e d  b y  th e .

G r v a r a o r  w i t h  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  c e r e m o n y . "



J a n u a r y  6, 1 9 6 8

• . ' • * *, *

M i s s  K a t h y  S h a p l e y  V

P .  O .  B o x  5 7 2

P o w e r s #  O r e g o n  9 7 4 6 6  '

D e a r  K a t h y :

W h e n  v /e  w e r e  r e a r r a n g i n g  o u r  o f f i c e s  r e c e n t l y ,  

w e  f o u n d  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  M e d a l  

f o r  B r a v e r y  a n d  H e r o i s m .  W e t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  h a v e  i t  a n d  a r e  s e n d i n g  i t  t o  y o u  u n d e r  

s e p a r a t e  c o v e r .  :

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s .

( M r s . )  V i r g i n i a  O ' R e i l l y  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r



t ; - ^ a ^ ^ June»u« laska Empire/Friday, March 11,.1966V

Nlxteen-year-old Kathy'Shap-. Incurred by him la3he'service 
. ley,' or craig, Alaska, nas made of the Slate or hU Community

a contribution to the Stale of or on behalf of Ihe/h’eailh, wel-
At»«ka. -which will orolwblv- fare or safety tof.iolher, per-
make her nameas familiar to ail sons,”  ’ -• • *^ 5 ? ” *{* 'fi ’

• of tis as that of the designer of Kathy’ s design§as cho^enby 
our flag—Denny Benson. Her a committee'composed of OBrfgl 
design, for the State .Medil of- Gen. William £ VElmore, !lhe 
Heroism has been chosemoul state’ s adjutant gtlieral; Joseph 
o f 429 entries; * : i -k- ' ' Briones, Arneric/in 'L e g l o  n

The .'design competition,was. service officer; Tlidmas.Mor- 
conducled In all the_schools’of . gan, Juneau businessman; .and 
Alaska; and was open to -any f*Chpt, George H. E»yca Jrl, of 
student from the first through V/the U, S, Coast Guard. *. :"i. 

the.l^th^grade. Chapter i2ofthe in a letter lo the Craig-ninth
Sesslop Laws of Alaska, 1965,. grader, Gov. William A. Egan 
which created the medal and said, “ It Is a truly outstanding
d'recled the. Governor tc con- design. Your use of the out-
duct, the oompeUtion, authorizes stretched hands-to depict>one
the medal to be prosenteJ to ah human being coming to the"eld

/Alasitan in recognition-of a 0f another is very moving.”
i valorous ai\d.(hnroic deed per- The cold medal;wlll*t>e sus-
Immed by. him in the saving penaea from a hln»^.]b>oo.wlth 
of a life or- or bilyry or dealh^ the Big Dipper and 
or threai of Injury-or'-death1.. . g iarlngold . '*"

v *•

Winning Mcdftl Design



THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL,
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B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  

'': A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  ' 

D e p a r t m e n t  
Ben? 2 4 2 1 ;

G o v e r n o r  E g a n  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  p l e a s u r e  o v e r

T h e  m e d a l  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  C h a n t e r  1 2 ,  S e s s i o n  ■■■rp'i'.f' 
L a w s  o f  A l a s k a ,  1 9 6 5 ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r  r e a a s  a s  f o l l o w s :  *"•>

* * *• . • . . r* •;* . - 'I Y
" T h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a w a r d  a  S t a t e  / v C ^ T v  :•! 

m e d a l  f o r  h e r o i s m  d i r e c t l y  o r  p o s t h u m o u s l y  t o  a n y  c i t i z e n  ..V-- . - 

o f  t h e  S t a t e  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  v a l o r o u s  a n d  h e r o i c ,  d e e d / " ’ - 

p e r f o r m e d  b y  h i m  i n  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  a  l i f e  o r  f o r  i n j u r y  o r ! ' / C' /~ * .  

d e a t h  o r  t h r e a t  o f .  i n j u r y  o r .  d e a t h  i n c u r r e d  b y  h i m  i n  t h e C " ; 

s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o r  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  o r .  o n . b e h a l f  o f  t h e ' v  'v-
n r  n f  n H i p r  n A T .^ n rtfl ’ rr h &  -.vV • • J*

JLUO KjVViZ*-UU±. £>lld-LJL UJCltS.C d-Li. dU^t^LUC-LIL-O JLUA. LUtS * ;

d e s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  m e d a l  f o r  h e r o i s m  t h r o u g h  a  s t a t e w i d e  • 4

i

T h e  A l a s k a  E ' e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i s  n o w  d l s - ^ ^ l ^ -  

t r i b u t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  s c h o o l s

• „  -  * ‘ 7  • „  • . ; t  • -  .».• • . •*

^ r / V J :



THE PRECEDING DOCUHENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL.



B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  S. E l m o r e  O c t o b e r  26, 1 9 6 5

X  a m  s u r e  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w i n g  w h o  

w i l l  s e r v e  w i t h  y o u  o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  

a r e

R e a r  A d m i r a l  G .  D .  S y n o n ,  c o m m a n d a n t  

• 1 7 t h  C o a s t  G u a r d  D i s t r i c t ,  J u n e a u

M r .  J o s e p h  B r i o n e s ,  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n

s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r ,  J u n e a u  * V \  •'
-

" M r s .  R i e  M u n o z .  J u n e a u  a r t i s t

* ’■ * -V; •••'"' •* * • *. ’ * •
- • ' *  * M r .  T o m  M o r g a n ,  J u n e a u  b u s i n e s s m a n

S i n c e r e l y ,

a . . * t

G e r a l d  E .  B o w k e t t  

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t



HEROISM AWARO-Wirw o w  frwtnUr* rtcalv* K^cWim «w«riJ ->d dttfW fr̂ n C«Y«r 
nor WilHjm A. Egan. IL to R) Ko4th For-igren, flight ongineor. Money Ojvii, Don fMoroon, 
pfl©E Governor Egon, Roy Miller, firtf officer, *nd Morgit Hrrtx, stowordou.

t Wien Stewardess Receives 
Heroism Award From Egan

Governor William A Egan presented ihe 
Kate's award fur berm-. ni and bravery U M nej- 
day lo  Miss Nancy I bios. Wien Consolidated 
Airlines stewarccss who convinced a man ch.trg- 
ed wilh hijacking a Wien jetliner on Oct. I*, to 
surrender lo authonlies

In a late allerr»«in ceremony witnessed by 
about 30 persons, including the 31-year-old stew­
ardess' parents. Mr ami Mn> thuck D ans of 
Seattle. Governor Kg.w pinm-d the medal on 
Miss l>avis and praised her o>ol composure in 
the (k-t. 19 ordeal as "a great display of b ravery 
performed not only in the interest o f herself 
and hrr fellow crew members but nf a ll A las­
kans as well “  An' accompanying certificate of 
cornmendai nn cited Miss Mans for "h e r lonely 
courage, h rr mastery nf fea r" and "h e r l-op*
and concern for her fellow man “  . . .

A /lrrw artl Miss Mavis cwlltd the award "the

experience o f a l ifttim r." As for the hijacking, 
she sa id : "N o one would ever want to go through 
that kind o f experience again The crew was 
very.fortunate."

Governor Egan also presented certificates of 
merit to the other crew members on the hijacked 
flight, PUm Don Peterson. First Officer Ray 
M iller. FUghl Digincer Keith Forsgren. and 
Sewardcss Margie Merit.

Thoae In Juneau for the ceremony included 
airline offic ia ls Sig Wien, oourd chairman. Ray 
Petcrscrt. president, and Wyman R. Ricc. vice 
president 6 f operations: slate Director of Avia­
tion Viefor Schmidt a d  Anchorage IntenuUonal 
AJrport manager Jack Peck; and fdlcw Wen 
em ployed  and fam ily members.

They-later were guests oI llovrrnor and Mrs. 
Egan at a dinner id  honor of Mia* Davii and 
the other crew members.

<§ '(Hl£fUL iL'Cf-



M l * 7*- u.u

M a r c h  7/ 1 9 8 0

M r .  M i k e  H a n c o c k  

8 0 0  1/2  E a s t  E l m  

L i n a ,  O h i o  4 5 8 0 4

' / D e a r  M r .  H a n c o c k t  r« rs  e r a . v - M o l  e . - . i . “ -r

, r . * r .  o r .  t h r  t e r r a s / *  o z  A u o - s o  2-..,

E n c l o s e d  i s  y o u r ' c i t a t i o n ' a n d  A l a s k a ' ■ m e d a l  f o r  b r a v e r y -  

. h e r o i s m  f o r  y o u r '  h e r o i c  ' a c t *  o n '  A u g u s t _ 1 9 f  1 9 7 7 . / ;  i n , w h i c h  y o u  

r e s c u e d  M r .  D i c k  L a f f e r t y  f r o m  h i s ' c r a s h e d  a i r p l a n e ^ ZZ"
-v\ i ■*■**..' »'•- ••••.- *•■••• r
••• ** m • • X* * ^   ̂^

h a d - ' h o p e d  t h a t  • I ' w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ' t o  p e r s o n a l l y  

; . m a k e  t h i s  . ' p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  y o u  a n d  r e g r e t  t h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t s *  

c o u l d  n o t  b e  m a d e .  R a t h e r  t h a n  d e l a y i n g  f u r t h e r r t h e  p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n  ■ o f  - . y o u r  ' ’a w a r d  w h i c h ' i s  - l o n g  o v e r d u e , I  a m  m a i l i n g
;i t  .to y o u .  v w z r  cvr. 'Xi: r - *s. v  . -• : " "  j

* y « * ? /* ...... .. Y 1 - ..•» • "* f
c o u r s / e -  b u t - r n s r r c r .  f o r  j • •  I —  ••• • *■» *  -:

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s .  Y o u  a r e .  m o s t  

d e s e r v i n g  a n d  i t  i s ;  m y  p l e a s u r e  t o  m a k e  t h i s  ^ p r e s e n t a t i o n , ^
Y o u * '  n o r  S e n  r . o t 5 v < :  ».«-• -•*. vn»* * - -  •

■ W i t h  k i n d  ' r e g a r d s . t o n  r r i U ;  :c  s  t o  n c . v x i w  s c c . o t y .

C r- c Y h t l f  o f  ? s i i  s i n c e r e l y , -  C - v c r n c r  r f
1.. * .  i.1 * ’i ^  v o r  -’i.v.r •. . t .  ■ *•• •».. .

r.   J a y  S .  H a m m o n d

G o v e r n o r

E n c l o s u r e

b c c :  J e s s i e  D o d s o n

C o m m i s s i o n e r  N i x ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

M r .  D i c k  L a f f e r t y

J S H : G R : r s J p .y  r : .  :
i"'* f 1 »'*• •*



A W A R D  F O R  B R A V E R Y - H E R O I S M

M I K E  HANCO CK

Y o u r  r e s c u e  o f  M r .  R i c h a r d  L a f f e r t y  f r o m  h i s  c r a s h e d  a i r p l a n e  

a t  K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 7 7  w a s  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  r i s k  t o  y o u r  o w n  l i f e  a n d  

s a f e t y .  T h e  c r a s h ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  • : 

p a t c h y  g r o u n d  f o g ,  b r o u g h t  d o w n  h i g h  v o l t a g e  p o w e r  l i n e s  

w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  f i r e  a t  t h e  a c c i d e n t  s i t e . a n d , '  

a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c a r r i e d  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  e l e c t r o c u t i o n  o f  w o u l d -

b e  r e s c u e r s .  ' ... . . .. .  • . . • *_
‘ • * o.v.•  • • . #• . •

Y o u  a c t e d  q u i c k l y  t o  s a v e  a n  i n j u r e d  m a n ' s  l i f e ,  w i t h o u t  

r e g a r d  f o r  y o u r ,  o w n  l i f e .  . Y o u r  a c t  r e q u i r e d  n o t  o n l y  

c o u r a g e ,  b u t  r e s p e c t  f o r  h u m a n  l i f e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  y o u r  

f e l l o w  m a n . ,  ; ,o~. 0 • .• I .

Y o u r  a c t i o n  w a s  m o t i v a t e d  b y  t h e ' h i g h e s t  a n d  b e s t  i n s t i n c t s  

o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  c a r i n g  s o c i e t y .

’ • • • ' ' • • • •  • •
O n  b e h a l f . o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s ,  I ,  J a y  S .  H a m m o n d ,  G o v e r n o r  o f

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  c o m m e n d  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e r o i c  a c t .

D a t e d :

J a y  S .  H a m m o n d

G o v e r n o r



O c t o b e r  22, 1 9 6 8

M r .  R a n d y  B l a k e  P r i n z i n g  

B o x  3 9 2  . . .

S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9

D e a r  R a n d y *  • -j'
M r .  M a r v e l  E l k i n 3 h a s  a d v i s e d '  m e o f  y o u r  h e r o i s m  w h i c h  'f r 

s a v e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  K a t h l e e n  L .  R o b i n s o n  a n d  y o u r  b r o t h e r ,  

R i c k y ,  a t  S c o u t  L a k e  o n  M a y  1 1 ,  1 9 6 8 .  . . . .  . . . .

I t  i s  m y  p l e a s u r e  t o  c o m m e n d  y o u r  a c t i o n  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h o u t  

r e g a r d  f o r  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y .  I t  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  h i g h  

r e s p e c t  a n d  c o i r  - - s i o n a t e  c o n c e r n  y o u  h a v e  f o r  h u m a n  l i f e .  

A  q u a l i t y  o f  i * : ' - ^ h i t y  o f t e n  s o u g h t ,  b u t  s e l d o m  f o u n d .

1 a m  h a p p y  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  s u c c e s s f u l .  • 

r  i s c u e  e f f o r t s  l a s t  M a y ,  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t h e  S t a t e  

H e r o i s m  M e d a l .

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  m y  v e r y  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  f u t u r e  s u c c e s s  i n  

w h a t e v e r  y o u  d o .

W a r m  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d s *

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

. W a l t e r  J .  H i c k e l  

G o v e r n o r

E n c l o s u r e



. V-;

# *« • ♦ . "*"•< 1- 

■ ,  . - . . I -  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 7 8  ' T . :

: : . - S u r i c s  • : “  r .& Z .*
. • ‘

jr*. !*•/ *’•:/ ' j i - :  ;*r. 2 
K r .  G e o r g e  J a c k i n s k y  -.V.-

b o x  5 7  -

J l a s i l o f ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 0  *. * •. j  • * ' -*. • •  -  v  : v q u c i t - r a:* fvssv .rciio n  o f  tr;:- ' ":i- i.d  'h r  . - ■* • • : * as.  rrvyic.cd
D e a r  M r ; ' *  J a c k i n s k y Y  C < - ' r / « .  J r c k S r :  s i  v  •*. r  - i s .  n a l i r - r .  h e  " V v b J S b *■ • s. : : .;c u i  e f f o r t s  at  s c t n a  o f  -  rian.* era?*; ei: ai:o u s : 5,
I  a n  p l e a s e d  . t o  . - i n f o r m  y o u , t h a t  a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  ' '
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  m e  c o n c e r n i n g  y o u r  , r e s c u e  o f  v  . 

t w o  o c c u p a n t s  o f  a  b u r n i n g  a i r c r a f t  l a s t  7 m g u s t ,  i t  i s  ' * v .' :.,v *.■ -V -j

js y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a w a r d  y o u  t h e  s t a t e  m e d a l  f o r  h e r o i s m .  - ^  •

A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  s a y  s u c h  a n  a w a r d  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  ^  M  ■
G o v e r n o r . . . ”  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  v a l o r o u s  a n d  h e r o i c  d e e d  - ; -

p e r f o r m e d ,  . i n  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  a  l i f e . . . "  T h e  c o u r a g e  y o u  •

d i s p l a y e d  i n  p u l l i n g  R a y m o n d  W r i g h t  a n d  J o h n  U e p p l e  f r o m  

t h e  b u r n i n g  w r e c k a g e  o f  t h e i r  p l a n e  c e r t a i n l y  m o r e  t h a n  

q u a l i f i e s  f o r  t h i s  a w a r d .  .

I f  p o s s i b l e ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  a w a r d  t o  y o u  i n  

A n c h o r a g e  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  a w a r d s  

b a n q u e t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  B i l l  H c C o n k e y ,

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  m y  A n c h o r a g e  O f f i c e ,  w i l l  

b e  h a p p y  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  g e t t i n g  y o u  

t h e r e .  I ’ d  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  y o u  ' w o u l d  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  h i m  

a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  v / o r k  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s .  B i s  p h o n e  

n u m b e r  i s  2 7 2 - 1 4 7 B ,  H e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  3 3 8  D e n a l i  S t r e e t  o n  

t h a  s e v e n t h  f l o o r  o f  t h e  M a c K a y  b u i l d i n g  i n  d o w n t o w n  J u i c h o r a g e ,

M y t h a n k s  t o  y o u  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  y o u r  * 

u n s e l f i s h  d i s p l a y  o f  h e r o i s m .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m e e t i n g  

y o u  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 0 t h .

• • •

S i n c e r e l y ,

■•••bit* J e y  S. Hetmuc.ij/- lVr.er.h-y '■ 1:, I V ?

J a y  S .  H a m m o n d  

G o v e r n o r  •

c c :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  B u r t o n

J e s s i e  D o d s o n  

B i l l  H c C o n k e yl i c i - o n K e y  ry

b c c :  B i l l  H c C o n k e y  -  i f  M r .  J a c k i n s k y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  t r a v e l  ) /

t o  A n c h o r a g e  a t  h i s  o w n  e x p e n s e ,  y o u  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  b r i n g  a  -L 

h i m  t o  A n c h o r a g e  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e .  P l e a s e  w o r k  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  y  I 

w h e n  h e  c o n t a c t s  y o u .  -  J e s s i e .  A*/t*
J S H ' L H :  v a c  » ' j )



L i e u t e n a n t  D .  R .  L a w re n c e  

Commander 

D D e ta c h m e n t

October 17, 1977

S e r g e a n t  M . S .  R a d is c h 'V - A !  . . . • J a c k i n s k y  R e c om m en d ation
S u p e r v i s o r

S o l d o t n a  P o s t  ‘

On A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 7 7  a t  1 0 : 0 0 P . M .  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a n  a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t  

n e a r  K a s i l o f  A i r  P o r t . -  T h e  p l a n e ,  a  B e a c h  18 3N 2 8 5 3 6 , was b o u n d  f o r  a  K a s i l o f  

C a n n e r y  w i t h  a  l o a d  o f  f i s h  f o r  T y o n e k .  T h e r e  was a  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n  u p o n  a p p r o a c h  

t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  t h e  p i l o t  was u n a b l e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  c r a s h i n g  i n t o v v  

t h e  t r e e s  a s  h e  w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g a i n  a l t i t u d e . *  ' i  >
• . T  . • •  •* • . . *
M r .  G e o rg e  J a c k i n s k y ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  c r a s h ,  an d  w i t h  

d i s r e g a r d  t o  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  b u r n i n g  a i r c r a f t  a n d  p u l l e d  ■- 

c o - p i l o t  Raym ond W r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e  a n d  d r a g g e d  h im  t o  a  l o c a t i o n  a p p r o x .

1 0 0  f e e t ,  i n  a  w o o d e d  a r e a .  T h e n  u p o n  h e a r i n g  t h e  c r i e s  o f  a  s e c o n d  p e r s o n ,

M r .  • J a c k i n s k y  r e e n t e r e d  t h e  p l a n e  t<? c a r r y  p i l o t  J o h n  N e p p le  f r o m  t h e  a i r c r a f t  

t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v i c t i m . '

H a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  M r .  J a c k i n s k y ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  ' q u e s t i o n  t h a t  b o t h  

M r .  W r i g h t  a n d  M r .  N e p p le  w o u ld  h a v e  . p e r i s h e d  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  

was t o t a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  f i f e .  M y  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s c e n e  i n ­

d i c a t e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w as i n  f l a m e s . ’ W i t h o u t  o n e  w a l k i n g  d i r e c t l y  u p  t o  t h e  r e m a in s  

o f  t h e  p l a n e  i t  w o u l d  b e  n e x t  t o  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s c e r n  w h ic h  was t h e  c o c k p i t  

a r e a ,  l e f T i l o n e  p u l l  t h e  v i c t i m s  f r o m  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  M r .  J a c k i n s k y  was o b s e r v e d  

a t  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  a p p e a r e d  n e a r  e x h a u s t i o n .  • .

I  h i g h l y  recom mend t h a t  M r ,  J a c k i n s k y  b e  d u l y  commended f o r  h i s  b r a v e r y  and 

d i s r e g a r d  f o r  h i s  own l i f e  i n  p u l l i n g  t h e  v i c t i n s  f r o m  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I i i s  a c t i o n s  

s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  s o  t h a t  p r o p e r ,  c o m m e n d a tio n  m i g h t  

b e  m ade. M r .  J a c k i n s k y  r e s i d e s  a t  B o x  5 7 ,  K a s i l o f .  H e  i s  59 y e a r s  o f  a g e .

MSR/mh



F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8

M r .  D .  H .  D e u t s c h l a n d e r  *

P r i n c i p a l  . . . .  ..

K e n a i  H i g h  S c h o o l  •' * -  •
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  . • • - . . ;

D e a r  M r .  D e u t s c h l a n d e r :  *
’ % 4 * * / * - • • r . i .

O n  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  w i l l  b e  

p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

t o  M r .  G e o r g e  J a c k i n s k y  a n d  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  J o n  a n d  L i s a ,  

f o r  t h e i r  a c t  o f  h e r o i s m  o n  r e s c u i n g  t w o  m e n  f r o m  a  

c r a s h e d  b u r n i n g  a i r p l a n e . .  . . . .  . _ h . . *  v  y\... .
7 i t  v e r y  s p e c i a l  r i s k s  t o  t h e i r  o w i i  l i v e s ,  t h e y  p u l l e d  t w o  1 
m e n  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e  s e c o n d s - b e f o r e  i t  e x p l o d e d .

. ' jh • . . ; \\ ■

I  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p o l i c y  w i l l  a l l o w  

a n  e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  f o r  J o n  J a c k i n s k y  o n  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0  

1 9 7 8  f o r  t h i s  a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y .

S i n c e r e l y  ,r *

W i l l i a m  C., M c C o n k e y  

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r

m •  •

B M : v a c

b c c :  M r .  G e o r g e  J a c k i n s k y

B o x  5 7
K a s i l o f ,  A l a s k a  9 !> 6 1 0



F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 7 8

D e a n  o f  S t u d e n t s  

S e a t t l e  P a c i f i c  C o l l e g e  

3 3 0 7  T h i r d  A v e n u e ,  V J e s t  

S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  S B 1 1 9

D e a r  S i r :

O n  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  w i l l  b e  

p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  

M r .  G e o r g e  J a c k i n s k y  a n d  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  J o n  a n d  L i s a ,  f o r  

t h e i r  a c t  o f  h e r o i s m  i n  r e s c u i n g  t w o  m e n  f r o m  a  c r a s h e d  

b u r n i n g  a i r p l a n e .

* ' . * * *  * ' • * • '
A t  v e r y  r e a l  r i s k s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e 3 ,  t h e y  p u l l e d  t h e  

t w o  m e n  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e  s e c o n d s  b e f o r e  i t  e x p l o d e d .

I  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  t h a t  U n i v e r s i t y  p o l i c y  w i l l  a l l o w  

a n  e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  f o r  L i s a  J a c k i n s k y  o n  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0  

1 9 7 8 ,  . f o r  t h i s  a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m  C .  H c C o n k e y  

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  G o v o r n o r

b c c :  M r .  G e o r g e  J a c k i n s k y

B o x  5 7
K a s i l o f ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 0
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E  A L T H  ' * Delegate of Alaska Federation of Native

O R P O R A T IO NC
P.O. B o x  966 • N o m e ,  A la s k a  9 9 7 6 2  443-226

S e p te m b e r 1 1 , 1975 -

G o v e r n o r  J a y  Hammond SL* 1
P o u c h  A  • •

J u n e a u , A la s k a  99 811 . . . ■ ' : A'-:‘.'X'-
. V

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Hammond: ' .  •

• • -V .
T h e  M e d ic a l  S t a f f  o f  M a y n a r d  M c D c u g a ll M e m o r ia l H o s p i t a l  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  .'■‘r
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  commend s e v e r a l  S t a t e  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  t h e i r  re s p o n s e  d u r in g  v h e  W ie n  

d i s a s t e r  o n  S t .  L a w re n c e  I s l a n d .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e d ic a l  te a m  r e s p o n d in g  I  h a d  t h e . 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o b s e r v e  tw o  p e o p le  p e r fo r m  w i t h  o u t s t a n d in g  s k i l l  a n d  h e r o is m  u n d e r  

e x tr e m e  h a r d s h ip  a n d  p e r s o n a l  h a z a r d *  . •,

• _ . 1 • ' • • • y ;  ,* *

C o r r in e  K e r f o o t ,  I t i n e r a n t  P u b l i c  H e a lt h  N u r s e  i n  t h e  Name a r e a  h a d  r e t i r e d  fr o m  t h e  

P u b l i c  H e a lt h  S e r v ic e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a n d  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  a t  G a m b e ll.  S he w as arrong’ 

t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  t o  r e a c h  t h e  p la n e  c r a s h .  H e r  t i m e l y  f i r s t  a i d ,  s p l i n t i n g  o f  t h e  

m any f r a c t u r e s  a n d  s e n s e  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  p r o b a b ly  s a v e d  t h r e e  p e o p le s  l i v e s .  S he m a in ­

t a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a c c id e n t  s i t e  a s s ig n e d  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  e v a c u a t io n  w h ic h  l e d  t o  

a n  o r d e r l y  e v a c u a t io n  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s .

G i l b e r t  P e lo w o o k , t h e  S t a t e  T r o o p e r  a t  S t .  L a w re n c e  I s l a n d  w as o n  b o a r d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  when 

i t  c r a s h e d . He f r e e d  h i m s e l f  s h o o k  o f f  h i s  own i n j u r i e s  and m oved e v e r y  p a s s e n g e r  who 

s u r v iv e d  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  b e f o r e  i t  b u r n e d . I f  t h e  f i r e  c o u ld  h a v e  h e ld  o f f  lo n g e r  rh a n  

i t  d i d ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  s a v e  e v e n  m o r e . M a n y o f  t h e  a c c id e n t  v i c t i m s  f i r s t  

com m ents t o  me w e r e  " T h a n k  G i l  f o r  m e, h e  s a v e d  my l i f e " .  I t  i s  mry p e r s o n a l o p in io n  

t h a t  a  le s s e r  man c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  d o n e  a  j o b  t h a t  G i l  d i d  d u r in g  t h e  a c c id e n t .  A  man o f  

l e s s  w i l l  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s h a k e n  o f f  h i s  own i n j u r i e s  a n d  m oved, a n  m any p e o p le  o f f  t h e  

a i r c r a f t  a s  h e  d i d  w i t h o u t  c o l l a p s i n g  o f  s h e e r  e x h a u s t io n ,  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l .  T h e  

N a t i o n a l  G uard  d e ta c h m e n t  a t  G a m b e ll w h i l e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  u nkno w n  t o  m e, d i d  a  tre m e n d o u s  

jo b  i n  h e lp in g  w i t h  t h e  e v a c u a t io n  o f  t h e  a c c id e n t  v i c t i m s  o f f  t h e  c l i f f  a n d  t h e  f i v e  

m i l e  t r i p  down t o  t h e  s c h o o l  l o u s e  w h e re  t h e  a i d  s t a t i o n  w as s e t  u p .  F i n a l l y  t h e  p e o p le  

o f  G a m b e ll t h e m s e lv e s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  r e s p o n d e d  g i v i n g  o f  th e m s e lv e s ,  t h e i r  b la n k e t s  

t h e i r  b e d d in g , t h e i r  t im e  a n d  t h e i r  e n e r g ie s  h e lp in g  i n  t h e  e v a c u a t io n  an d  w o r k in g  w i t h  

t h e  p e o p le  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h o u s e .  M a n y l o s t  b la n k e t s ,  b e d d in g  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  g iv e  * 

t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  t o  k e e p  th e m  w arm  d u r in g  t h e  e v a c u a t io n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  t o  y o u ,

S in c e r e ly ,

W .R . B o o k h o u t, P h y s ic i a n s  7^ssis 

N o r to n  Sound H e a lt h  C o r p o r a t io n  

B o x  966

M ane, A l a s l a  99 7 6 2

c c :  G o v e r n o r ’ s  O f f i c e  -  Ncrre 
W R B:bbp
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M s .  C o r r i n e  K e r f o o t

c / o  M r .  W .  R .  B o o k h o u t  . '■<
r’.-y. -■

N o r t o n  S o u n d  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n
I

N o m e , A l a s k a ‘ 9 9 7 6 2  '  V .  • . . ’ • - v . S ; ^ r i  $#-7
• . . . -i-v ,;.;V

D e a r  M s .  K e r f o o t :

M r .  B o o k h o u t  w r o t e  m e  r e c e n t l y  a n d  t o l d  m e  o f  y o u r  « 

a d m i r a b l e  e f f o r t s  i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  V 7 ie n  * 

a i r  c r a s h . .  H e  s a i d  y o u  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  t o  

r e a c h  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a i d  t o  t h o s e  

w h o  w e r e  i n j u r e d .  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  y o u r  t i m e l y  

a n d  i n v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  

t h o s e  - i n  n e e d  a n d  b y  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d .  I  w a n t  

t o  c o m m e n d  y o u  f o r  a  j o b  w e l l  d o n e .

M r .  B o o k h o u t  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  j ? i s t  r e t i r e d  

a s  t h e  I t i n e r a n t  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s e ;  I  w i s h  y o u  t h e  v e r y  

b e s t  i n  y o u r  f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S .  H a m m o n d  

G o v e r n o r

b e c : Barbara S h a ffe r

JSH/inlp
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T r o o p e r  G i l b e r t  P e l o w o o k   ................ v ~ ...................

A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  • . • _ .  , .  .  . . . . . . .

P . O .  B o x  112  v • ;  B  : ’ -.T’*
S o v o o n g a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 9  ^  . „.‘4 . . . .  ..._ ................................. . ~y\:

Art* . 1 -
D e a r  G i l :  ‘ . .

I  am e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o £  y o u r  . h e r o i c  e f f o r t s  i n  h e l p i n g . t h e  . 

a c c i d e n t  v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  A u g u s t  .30, . p l a n e  c r a s h  o n  S a i n t  . ,  

L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d .  Y o u r  e j E f o r t s .  a r e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  A l a s k a .  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  . 

c i t i z e n s  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  * t o  m y s e l f ,  p e r s o n a l l y .  . . . .
4 * *• •

I t  s p e a k s  w e l l  o f  a l l  T r o o p e r s  .w h e n  o n e . m e m b e r  p e r f o r m s  i n  

s u c h  a n  e x e m p l a r y  m a n n e r ^ .  I  am . t o l d ,  . t h r o u g h  y o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  

e f f o r t s ,  m a n y  a c c i d e n t ,  v i c t i m s .  ar,e. t o d a y  a l i v e ,  w h o  m i g h t  . 

o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  p e r i s h e d J L n  t h e  t r a g i c  a c c i d e n t . .  ,

F o r  y o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t s ,  I  am  p l e a s e d  t o . p r e s e n t  t o  y o u .  

t h e  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  A W A iy). F O R  B R A V E R Y - H E R O I S M .  Y o u  j o i n  r  . 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l i s t  o f  A l a s k a n s  w h o  h a v e  s h o w n  t h e i r  l o v e  f o r  

t h e i r  f e l l o w  m a n  t h r o u g h . i n d i v i d u a l  u n s e l f i s h  a c t i o n s ,  o f t e n  

a t  t h e i r  o w n  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  r i s k .  F o r  t h i s , . I  c o m m e n d  y o u .  .

S i n c e r e l y ,  ...............

‘ J a y  S .  H a m m o n d  

G o v e r n o r
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A L A S K A  A W A R D  F O R  B R A V E R Y - H E R O I S M

W e h a v e  m a n y  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a /  b u t  

b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  p r i z e d  i s  o u r  p e o p l e .  T h r o u g h o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y  

A l a s k a  h a s  h a d  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e v e r e  d i s a s t e r s /  i n c l u d i n g  - 

e a r t h q u a k e s /  f l o o d s /  w i n d  s t o r m s ?  a n d  f i r e s .  S o m e  h a v e  

a f f e c t e d  w h o l e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  s o m e  a f f e c t e d  l a r g e  

c i t i e s ,  s o m e  a f f e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t o w n s .  B u t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  o r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  a f f e c t e d ,  

A l a s k a n s  h a v e  t r a d 5 t i o n a l l y - p i t c h e d  i n  t o  h e l p .

• .* V- • . . .  •' ’ • / . ;

A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  c i t i z e n s  i n  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s e e m  

m o r e  a p a t h e t i c ,  A l a s k a n s  s t i l l  a r e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  w i l l i n g n e s  

t o  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h a t  i s  w h a t  mr,: zb t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  ; 

S t a t e  o u r  g r e a t e s t  r e s o u r c e .  • . * /r ..

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G a m b e l l  a r e  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  

o u t s t a n d i n g  A l a s k a n  q u a l i t y  o f  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  w h e n  h e l p  i s  . 

n e e d e d .  * * ‘ .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  t r a g i c  p l a n e ’ c r a s h  o n  S a i n t  L a w r e n c e  I s l a n d  o n  

A u g u s t  3 0 ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G a m b e l l  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  

h e l p i n g  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i n j u r e d .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  

a i d i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t  v i c t i m s  b y  t a k i n g  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  c r a s h  

s i t e  a c r o s s  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n  t o  G a m b e l l  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e m  

u n t i l  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  G a m b e l l  

h e l p e d  a v e r t  f u r t h e r  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t i e s  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  f e l l o w  m a n  

e x h i b i t e d  b y  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  G a m b e l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  t r a g i c  

a c c i d e n t ,  I ,  J a y  S .  H a m m o n d , G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  

a m  h o n o r e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e

A L A S K A  AW ARD F O R  B R A V E R Y -H E R O IS M  1

t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G a m b e l l .
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C o n r a d  O o z e v a  

M a y o r  o f  Gambc 

i> .  O .  B o x  1 1 1  

G a m b e l l ,  A l a s k a  /**<6

iD e a r  M a y o r  O o ^ c y a .  , - ..

A s  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a ,  I  w i s h  t h a n k  y o u  a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s

o f  G a m b e l l  f o r  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  h e r o i s m  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  

h e l p i n g  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  c r a s h  o n  

A u g u s t  3 0 .  W i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  I  a m  e n c l o s i n g  a  S t a t e  

H e r o i s m  A w a r d  a n d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  I  m a d e  t o  h o n o r  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  G a m b e l l .  I  a m  s e n d i n g  t h e m  t o  y o u  a s  

M a y o r  o f  G a m b e l l  a n d  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  p e r s o n a l l y  e x t e n d  

m y  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  w h o  h e l p e d  s o  b r a v e l y .

I  w i s h  I  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m e  t o  G a m b e l l  t o  t h a n k  y o u  a l l ,  

i n d i v i d u a l l y .  T h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  a s  y o u  

a r e  a w a r e  b y  n o w .  I  u s e d  t h e  r a d i o  a s  a  m e a n s  t o  p u b l i c l y  
t h a n k  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G a m b e l l ,

P l e a s e  a l s o  e x t e n d  m y  t h a n k s  t o  R a y  O o z e v a s u k  w h o  a c c e p t e d  

f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G a m b e l l  w h i l e  h e  w a s  i n  N o m e .

I  am  p r o u d  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G a m b e l l  f o r  t h e i r  

o u t s t a n d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  t r a d e g y . -  Y o u  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  y o u r  f e l l o w  m a n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E n c l o s u r e s

J a y  S .  H a m m o n d  

G o v e r n o r
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