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EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 1:• i yRESOLUTION & COMMENTS ON H .B . 556
R e s o lv e d : T hat th e  Enploym ent Law S e c t io n  o f  th e  A la s k a  Bar A s s o c ia t io n  s u p p o r ts  t h e  i n t e n t io n  o f  HB 556 b u t recommends t h a t  th e  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  o f  th e  b i l l  b e  amended i n  th e  fo l lo w in g  m anner:1 . T hat th e  word " c a s e s "  in  l i n e  12 be ch an ged t o  " c o m p la in t s " .2 . T h at t h e  word " p r io r "  be i n s e r t e d  b e fo r e  th e  word " c o m p la in t"  in  l i n e  1 3 .3 . T h a t t h e  word " r e t a l i a t i o n "  be in s e r t e d  b e fo r e  b o th  words " c o m p la in t"  in  l i n e  1 5 .Some members o f  th e  ei.\oloyment law  s e c t i o n  had a  s e r io u s  concern, t h a t  th e  seco n d  s e n te n c e  o f  t h e  prop osed  amendment —  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  com m ission s h a l l  f i l e  a p e t i  f o r  a p p r o p r ia te  tem porary r e l i e f  —  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  powers o f  th e  com m ission a s  p r e s e n t ly  g r a n te d  by s t a t u t e .  Some members a ls o  / e l t  t h a t  th e  p h ra se  " in  c a s e s  where i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y "  m igh t p o se  a prob.'em  f o r  th e  Com m ission b y  im p ly in g  t h a t  t h e r e  be some s o r t  o f  p r e lim in a 1.,/ f in d in g  o f  " n e c e s s i t y "  p r io r  t o  t a k in g  c o u r t  a c t i o n .T h e r e fo r e , th e  employment law  s e c t i o n  recommends t h a t  i f  th e  second s e n te n c e  i s  l e f t  in  th e  b i l l  i t  be amended t o  re a d  a s  f o l lo w s :4 . T hat th e  word " s h a l l "  in  l i n e  16 be ch an ged t o  "m ay".5 . T hat th e  word " r e t a l i a t i o n "  be in s e r t e d  b e fo r e  th e  word " c o m p la in t"  i n  l i n e  1 9 .
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BY W A R D , ( L I N D A U E y A N D  M A L O N EIN THE H OUSE

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 556 

IN THE L E G I S L A TU R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

T H I R T EE N T H  L E GI S LATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to complaints alleging r e t a l i a t io n

before the State Commission for H u m a n  Rights; and 

pro vi d i n g  for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A TU R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.80.110 is amended by adding a n e w  subsection to

11 read:

12 (b) The commission shall grant priority status to cases that

allege that retaliation has occurred for having filed a coinpl aint 

alleging a v i o la t i o n  of AS 18.80.220 and shall complete its i n v e s­

tigation of that complaint wit h i n  90 days from the date that the cjm- 

plaint was filed w i t h  the commission. The commis s i o n  shall fil’.e a 

oetition for appropriate temporary relief against a respondent in 

cases where it is n e cessary to protect the employment rights of the 

c o m p l a i n a n t .

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance wit h  AS 01.-

21 10.070(c).

- 1- HB 556

1  ___



F e b r u a r y  20, 1984

TO: J O H N  L I N D A U E R  

FROM: M A R Y  B E T H  H I L B U R N

I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  the b u d g e t s  of b o t h  the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  and the 

O f f i c e  of the O m b u d s m a n ,  an d  find that t h e r e  w o u l d  a p p e a r  to b e  no n e e d  

fo r  a n  f i s c a l - n o t e  f o r  the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  to c a r r y  out the 

m a n d a t e  of H B  556. T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  m e r e l y  m a n d a t e  p r i o r i t i e s  of the 

agen c y .  Th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  that a c o m p l a i n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be c o m p l e t e d  

w i t h i n  90 d ays s h o u l d  c a u s e no h a r d s h i p  as this is one of the stated 

p e r f o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s  the a g e n c y  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  to this year.



F e b r u a r y  20, 1984

TO: J O H N  L I N D A U E R  

RE: O M B U D S M A N / H U M A N  RIGHTS 

H U M A N  R I G H T S  C O M M I S S I O N  

C a l e n d e r  1982

O F F I C E  O F  T H S  O M B U D S M A N

CaJ-sj.

cl o se d  319

‘f 9 040

4,704

- C a l e n d e r  1983 

left 1982 360 C t i
£  i-r C

.. o p e n e d  292 5.229

clo se d  309 5,263

r e m a i n  397

B U D G E T  C OM P A R I S O N  

i983 ac t ua l  

1 . 4 4 0 . 2 0 0  total 1 . 3 1 9 : 8 0 0

56 . 70 0  travel 4 0 . 0 0 0

26 p o sitions 22

1984 a d j . base 

1 , 4 80,800

25 pos i ti o n s

1 , 5 5 2 , 80 0

23

1985 G o v e r n o r ' s  request 

1.329.000 1 , 8 8 5 , 2 0 0



GOALi T h e  goal of the H u m a n  Rights C o m m i s s i o n  is to eli m i n at e  and preven 

fi nancing practices, in places of p u b l i c  a cc ommodation, in the sal 

services b y  th e.state or its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  because of race 

m a r i t a l  status, -changes:in.:marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, <

t di s c r i m i n a t i o n  in employment, in credit and 

a, lease, or re n t a l  of r e a l  property and in the 

, religion, color, n a t i o r a l  origin, sex, age, 

sr p h y s i c a l  handicap.

OBJECTIVES ' SERVICES PERFORMANCE HEASURES

R e d u c e  the loss of personal;* income, 

loss of fair h o u s in g  costs, loss of 

goods and services denied as a r e s u l t  

of un l a w f u l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b y  the 

priv a t e  sector or b y  state.and local.'•>. 

governments. ,
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1. P r o v i d e  pr o mp t  r e s o l u t io n  of c om- 

plaints d e c r e a s i ng  losses by p e r -

V; sons a g g r i e v e d  under H u m a n  Rights 

L a w . r v . , .:‘
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2. C o ndu c t  a public educ a t i o n  p r o g r a m 

for al l  A l as k a n s  incre a s i n g the 

public's k no wledge of legal rights 

and r e s po n s i b i l i ti e s  ar.d prom o t i n g  

v o l u n t a r y  comp l i a n c e w i t h  H u m a n  •• 

Rights Law.; ' -.<]

•_ ■ ' •' : •

■ * ■ .* ' -'.C* *. ... ' '

1. T otal c ase resolu t i o n s  in F Y  85
r.".
•V.

2. -' P e r c e n t a g e  of n e g ot i a t e d  s e tt l e -

m e n t s
. 2

3. D o l l a r  v a l u e  of settlements
N-r, , j
*• ' f* ’ •’ " ;

^^yJiResolutiohrin 90 d a y s  or less
« 3 S ------  '/ *

5. Fend i n g  cases ove r 180 days in 

process *

6. He a rings conducted

7. Systemic projects in process

1. T r a i n i n g  sessions conducted

• V
2. A g e n c y  publications distri b u te d

3. ' M e d i a  p r e s entations
.**•1

1
4. Re s p o n se s  to public inquiries

.i " '* 4 , ;•

B-2 BRU
STRATEGY
SUMMARY

• • AVf.v, by
!Wisys»

AGENCY ° m ce of the G o v ernor

-PROGRAM D u e  Process

g p j j j  H u m a n  Rights C ommission

i . i
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REPRESENTATIVE JERRY WARD 
DISTRICT 13

February 14, 1984

Representative Mitch Abood, Chairman 
House State Affairs Committee /

FROM: Representative Jerry Ward///4/ V-;. , :

RE: HB 556 "An Act relating to complaints alleging retaliation
iil(> ....^before the State Commission for Human Rights; and 

■ providing for an effective date."
"• '■ " "• " %  !■ • • • •

I attach t.he following materials supporting HB 556:
*..«• ; • .

1. News release explaining effect of bill.
2. Letter dated 8-24-83 from Janet L. Bradley, Executive Director of

State Human Rights Commission, stating that retaliation cases are
not given any priority. V; ;.

3. Resolution from National Organization for Women supporting passage 
of bill. • -

4. Petitions signed by 120 persons supporting passage of bill.

Attachments

. . . .

-Viv-;, .m
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REPRESENTATIVE JERRY WARD 
DISTRICT 13
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 31, 1984

M EM BER FINANCE COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN O f  SUBCOM M ITTEE ON  

COM M ERCE A C C C N O U C  DEVELOPM ENT 
CHAIRMAN O *  SUBCOM M ITTEE O N  LABOR 

MEMBER O F  SUBCOM M ITTEE O N  STATE LOANS
•

C o n t a c t :  Rep. J e r r y  Wai^d,

4 6 5 - 4 9 3 9

W A R D  I N T R O D U C E S  B I L L  T O  S P E E D  DP HANDLING OF R E T A L I A T I O N V t /

C O M P L A I N T S  T O  H U M A N  R I G H T S  C O M M I S S I O N

It's a g a i n s t  A l a s k a  s t at e  l a w  to fi r e  an e m p l o y e e  for (taking a

. c o m p l a i n t  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  to the S t a t e  H u m a n  R ig h t s  C o m m i s s i o n .  But,

['.iiJ'j •' '
.'-according to Rep. J e r r y  W ard, it m i g h t  take a y e a r  or m o r e  b e f o r e  that 

C o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  do a n y t h i n g  a bout suc h  a firing. H B  556, i n t r o d u c e d  

t o d a y  b y  Ward, w o u l d  r e q u i r e  that the C o m m i s s i o n  g ive p r i o r i t y  to 

r e t a l i a t i o n  c o m p l a i n t s  and w o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  that the C o m m i s s i o n

&
■

p e t i t i o n  the c o u r t  fo r  a te m p o r a r y  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to 

p r o t e c t  the  e m p l o y m e n t  ri gh t s  of the c o mp l a i n a n t .

"Th e p r o b l e m  is that r e t a l i a t i o n  c o m p l a i n t s  ar e  trea t e d th e  same as

a n y  o t h e r  c o m p l a i n t  to the C o m m i s s i o n  ai.d h a v e  to take t heir

i'.rAVJr-.;. -

~ v?. ■:

W a r d  axplained. " A t t o r n e y s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e m p l o y e r s  u s e  d e l a y i n g  tactics 

to i r e e z e  out a c o m p l a i n i n g  e m p l o y e e  wh o  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  to be v e r y  long  

w i t h o u t  a job. I j ust d o n ' t  t h i n k  that it's fai r  that an e m p l o y e e  c o u l d 

be  i n t i m i d a t e d  into d r o p p i n g  a c o m p la i n t  b e c a u s e  an e m p l o y e r  k n o w s  they 

c a n  get a w a y  w i t h  fi r i n g  the m  if they c o m p l a i n  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  I 

k n o w  of on e  r e t a l i a t i o n  c o m p l a i n t  that h a s  b e e n  d r a g g i n g  a l o n g  for 

a l m o s t  two y e a r s  now. By the time t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  m a d e  a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  the e m p l o y e e  could be f o r c e d  to m o v e  a w a y  to fin d 

e m p l o y m e n t , or d r o p  the c o m p l a i nt  b e c a u s e  of the s tr e s s  an d  f i n a n c i a l  

b u r d e n . "  v». • •»*...).

n . - J , '
V ;  V: •• < .



W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  W o m e u  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

s u p p o r t i n g  law s  m a n d a t i n g  e q u a l i t y  in t h e  w o r k p l a c e ;  a n d

\ - \ r  •.> ,/.. -r:.-. ■ • ... v .. ■ /.•..; . • .
. * ' ■ ■’>' ■ ■ ':■ '•• " • ’  '

•••‘. £:'■ . WH E R E A S ,  a b i l l  i s  to i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  th e
u .’- r C ' ^ f  '■■’/*':> <• • •• •'• ■ • ' •-
‘•V a KX'"/' ' ■• -of t h e  S ta t e  of A l a s k a  to a m e n d  S e c t i o n  1

■ Vms-V^ *%*>?' • «vvWtl. ar3/3i

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E
' »y ',<: " m- ■

of  A l a s k a  S t at u t e

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  b e  it r e s o l v e d  t h a t  A l a s k a  NOW, a c t i n g  a t  its an n u al  

s t a t e w i d e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  e n d o r s e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  a b o v e  b i l l ' s  i n t e n t

• '1 * I

to a s s i s t  in its p a s s a g e  b y  t h e L e g i s l a t u r e

v • • • -rw.,■*■•■■.• •• .
•. \ «  . • Sri -V •:■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ -V
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» ».- •. t • v .-j

C i n d y  B o u s q u e t  

P r e s i d e n t  

N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  W o m e n  

State o f  A l a s k a

I .
■•A:
•> -r . ! "
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P E T  [ T I O N '

T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n e r s  s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  of an act to p r o h i b ic  

ret '.bution for c o m p l a i n t s  to the S t a te  of A l a s k a  H u m a n  Rights 

C o m m i s s i o n .

N A M E ADDR E S S

' X B p 1 - ^ . y  fV<^-vVCvO \ C ^ a a S -

k) - ^ - W V U  ‘g w .

* P V ' .

r-■£*.'f
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N A M E

T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n e r s  s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  of a n  act to p r o h i b i t  

r e t r i b u t i o n  for c o m p l a i n t s  to the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  H u m a n  Rights 

Co m m i s s i on .

A D D R E S S

7 S ' £  C  \ • ZZ3 z.---
/ / / ^  J / ( L > - ? J l ____________
3 / X  7  __________

073(a q$/a/u) /()/). /1a\Ji ~dJL.
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? E T 1 T 1 g j ? -
T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n e r s  support p a s s a g e  of an act to p r o hibit 

r e t r i b u t i o n  for c o m p l a i n t s  to the S ta t e  of A l a s k a  H u m a n  Ri g h t s  

Co m m i s s i o n .

N A M E A D D R E SS

W - ^ L S u .  u

'-A/t cm.
t -

£ # & / ! & !
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/f / v  / c / 3  s  / ( j  
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