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IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 503 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Alaska Pioneers' Home."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.25.020(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every person admitted to the P i o n e e r s 1 Home, except a person 

admitted under AS 47.25.030, who receives income from any source in 

excess of $100 per [$35 A] month may be required by the Department of 

Administration to pay the excess to the Department of Administration 

immediately upon receipt of the money in payment, or part payment, of 

the cost of the person's [HIS] maintenance.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.25.020(c) is amended to read:

(c) At the end of each month the payments made under (b) of this

section shall be transmitted to the commissioner of revenue together 

with the names of the persons making them and the amount paid by each. 

The Department of Administration may pay [THE SUM OF $35 A MONTH] to a 

resident without funds the sum of $100 per m o n t h.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.25.030 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations 

establishing a daily or monthly rate for the compensation a resident 

is to be charged under (a) of this section. The commissioner of 

administration shall review the rate each year.

(c) The Department of Administration shall provide to all r e s i­

dents of the Pioneers' Home written notice of any proposed increase in

the rate charged for care and support of persons at the home. Notice

under this section shall be given not less than 60 days before an

_1 _ pqqquR qm  (QA



1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2 8

29

: - '  •• '  I '  v  - % •  - : ' l y  ’  >  • M !  f p p j j p l l l

before an increase is adopted. The notice shall include the time, 

date, and place of a hearing to be held by the Department of A d m i n i s­

tration under (d) of this section.

(d) Not less than 30 days before a proposed rate increase is 

adopted, the Department of Administration shall conduct a hearing at 

which interested persons shall be given the opportunity to submit 

written or oral testimony, statements, arguments or contentions r e l a t­

ing to the proposed rate increase. The department shall consider all 

relevant matter presented to it before adopting a rate increase.

* Sec. 4. AS 47.25.070 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 47.25.070. INDEBTEDNESS OF PIONEERS' HOME RESIDENT TO 

STATE. (a) The following expenses incurred for a pioneers' home 

resident under AS 47.25. 010 - 47.25.110 are a debt to the state and 

may be recovered during the life of the resident:

(1) costs of standard or nursing care provided in the 

Pioneers' Home each month to the resident not exceeding the rate 

established by the Department of Administration under AS 47.25.030, 

with credit given for any amounts paid by or collected from the r e s i­

dent ;

(2) allowances paid under AS 47.25.020(c);

(3) cos-* of hospitalization and medical treatment provided 

outside the Pioneers' H o m e ; P ^  ̂ ^  ,

(4)(r arrearages in fees for television and telephone s e r­

vices provided in the Pioneers' Home;

(5) prescription medicine; and

(6) burial and related expenses.

(b) The debt is a first, prior and preferred claim against the

estate of the Pioneers' Home resident after the resident's death, and

after all claims for food, clothings ft^i, shelter, medical aid, or 

CSSSHB 503(SA) -2-



burial expenses are paid. Heirlooms without regard to value are 

exempt from a claim by the state, under this section.

(c) Money left in charge of the Department of Administration by 

a deceased resident of the Pioneers' Home may be used for the burial 

and funeral expenses of the resident and for the improvement of the 

burial plot of the Pioneers' Home.

(d) The clothing and other personal effects left by a deceased 

Pioneers' Home resident may be used for the benefit of other r e s i­

dents, or m a y  be given to relatives or to persons designated by the 

resident, or sold and the proceeds applied in the manner provided for 

money left by a deceased resident.

(e) In this section, "heirloom" means personal property of 

sentimental value to a Pioneers' Home resident that has been in the 

possession 
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P O U C H V  
JU N E A U . A LASKA  9 9 8 1 1  

( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 4 8 2 1

D a t e :
l b :

From:S u b je c t :

F e b ru a ry  1 0 , 1984R ep . M itc h  AboodC h a i r ,  S t a t e  M fa ia rd jc o m m itte eR ep. R ic k  U e h lin g ^  s 'CS HB503 ( S ta t e  A f f a i r s )
The Com m ittee S u b s t i t u t e  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  two m a jo r co n ce rn s  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l :1 .  R a is in g  t h e  m o n th ly  a llo w a n c e  from  $35.00 t o  $ 1 0 0. 0 0 .2.  A llo w s  p e r s o n a l p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  r e s id e n t  t o  be p a sse d  on t o  t h e  f a m ily  i n  th e  e v e n t  th e  r e s i d e n t  in c u r r s  a  d e b t t o  th e  s t a t e .  The Com m ittee S u b s t i t u t e  d e le t e s  th e  $10,000 exem ption and r e p la c e s  i t  w ith  an exem ption  f o r  h e ir lo o m s w ith o u t r e g a r d  t o  v a l u e , and d e f in e s  h e ir lo o m s a s  p e r s o n a l p r o p e r ty  o f  s e n t im e n ta l v a lu e  t o  a  P io n e e r  r e s id e n t  t h a t  h a s been in  t h e  fa m ily  f o r  te n  y e a r s  o r  m ore, o r  was a  g i f t  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t .A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Com m ittee S u b s t it u t e  a d d re s s e s  s e v e r a l  co n ce rn s o f  t h e  P io n e e r  Home r e s id e n t s  and a tte m p ts  t o  c l a r i f y  in  s t a t u t e ,  p r o c e d u re s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and r a i s i n g  o f  r a t e s ,  and s p e c i f i e s  w h ich  e xp e n ses th e  s t a t e  i s  a llo w e d  t o  r e c o v e r  a s  d e b ts  t o  th e  s t a t e .  F u rth e rm o re , t h e  Com m ittee S u b s t i t u t e  makes t e c h n i c a l  ch an g es t o  c l a r i f y  whom th e  s t a t u t e  p e r t a in s  t o .  The Com m ittee S u b s t i t u t e  a ls o  a d d re s s e s  a  r e q u e s t  b y  th e  r e s id e n t s  t o  a llo w  them t o  d e s ig n a t e  a  p e r s o n , o t h e r  th a n  a  r e l a t i v e ,  t o  h a n d le  t h e i r  c lo t h in g  and o t h e r  p e r s o n a l e f f e c t s  a f t e r  th e y  a r e  d e c e a s e d .



Introduced: 1/10/84
Referred: State Affairs and
Finance

BY UEHLING, FURNACE,
1 IN THE HOUSE RINGSTAD AND BARNES

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 503

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to income, allowances and debts of

7 residents of the Alaska Pioneers' Home."
t

) y  J a .

9 * Section 1. AS 47.25.020(b) is amended to read:

10 (b) Every person admitted to. the Pioneers' Home, except a person

11 admitted under AS 47.2yf030^}who receives income from any source in

12 excess of $100 per [$35 A] month may be required by the Department of

13 Administration to pay the excess to the Department of Administration

14 immediately upon receipt of the money in payment, or part payment, of

15 the cost of the person's [HIS] maintenance.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 47.25.020(c) is amended to read:

17 (c) At the end of each month the payments made under (b) of this

18 section shall be transmitted to the commissioner of revenue together

19 with the names of the persons making them and the amount paid by each.

20 The Department of Administration may pay the sum of $1U0 per [$35 A]

21 month to a resident without funds. ^  , rJ. . . (i f)

22 * Sec. 3. AS 47.25.070(a) is amended to read:

23 (a) An expense incurred for a person under AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.

24 [WITH INTEREST AT A RATE OF SIX PERCENT A YEAR FROM DATE OF

25 PAYMENT,] is a debt to the state and may be recovered during the life

26 of the beneficiary. The debt is a first, prior and preferred claim

27 against the estate of the beneficiary after the beneficiary's [HIS]

28 death, m d  after all claims for food, clothing, fuel, shelter, medical

29 aid or burial expenses are paid. Personal property of the beneficiary

-1- HD 503



1 h a v i n g  a  t o t a l  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  I m  , 0 0 0  7 i s  e x e m p t

V
2 f r o m  a  c l a i m  b y  t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .



•*
CHA IRM A N

H O U S E S P E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E  
O N  ST A T E  LO A N S
V IC E -C H A IRM A N

H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M ITT EE  
H O U S E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M ITT EE

M E M B E R
JO IN T  O IL  & G A S  C O M M ITT EE  

H O U S E  F IN A N C E  S U B C O M M IT T E E  O N  
A D M IN IS T R A T IO N . R E V E N U E  

A N D  T H E  G O V E R N O R  S  O F F IC E

(Alaska ^5'inic ^egislnfjixx

j&au&z o£ ^.rprrsem aiiiics 
Representative

RICK UEHLING

AN C H O RA G E  
D IS T R IC T  12 -SEA  r  A
1 6 3 4  JU N E A U  D R IV E  

A N C H O R A G E . ALASKA 9 9 5 0 1  
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PO U C H  V 
JU N E A U . ALASKA 9 9 8 1 1  

( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 4 0 2 1

D a te :
lb :

From:S u b je c t :

Ja n u a r y  1 7 , 1984R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  M itc h  Abood C h a irm a n , S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Corrm ictee i IR e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R ic k  U e h lin gHB503 -  An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  in co m e, a llo w a n c e s  and d e b ts  o f  r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  A la s k a  P io n e e r s ' Home.
The p u rp o ses o f  HB503 a r e  tw o fo ld :D u rin g  t h e  l a s t  s e s s io n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  t o  l a s t  y e a r s ' b u d g e t , r e q u ir e d  t h a t  th e  D epartm ent o f  A d m in is tr a t io n  r a i s e  th e  fe e s  c h a r g e d  t o  th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  t h e  P io n e e r  Home.T hese r e n t  in c r e a s e s  w ere from  $225.00 t o  $425.00 f o r  r e g u la r  r e s id e n t s  and from  $275.00 t o  $525.00 f o r  r e s id e n t s  who r e c e iv e  s k i l l e d  n u r s in g  c a r e .A t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  r e n t  in c r e a s e  th e  r e s id e n t s  met w ith  members o f  th e  L e g is l a t u r e  and r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  A d m in is tr a t io n  t o  r e q u e s t , f i r s t ,  t h a t  th e  in c r e a s e  be d e la y e d , and s e c o n d ly , t h a t  t h e  amount o f  th e  m o n thly  s t ip e n d  ( d is c r e t io n a r y  income) a llo w e d  r e s id e n t s  be in c r e a s e d  from  $3 5 .0 0  t o  $100.00.N e e d le s s  t o  sa y  th e  r e n t  in c r e a s e  was n o t  d e la y e d . How ever, t h e  in c r e a s e  in  r e n t ,  from  $225.00 t o  $ 4 2 5 . 0 0 ,  to o k  up w hat a d d it io n a l  money many o f  th e  r e s id e n t s  had l e f t  ea ch  month le a v in g  them t o  r e c e iv e  o n ly  th e  $3 5 .0 0  m o n thly  a llo w a n c e .T h ere  had n o t been an in c r e a s e  in  th e  s t ip e n d  in  t h ir t e e n  y e a r s . I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  $35.00 a  month i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  P io n e e r  Horn? t o  p u rc h a se  n e c e s s i t i e s  such a s  p r e s c r ip t io n  d r u g s , c l o t h i n g ,  and p e r s o n a l ite m s l i k e  shampoo, and t o o t h p a s t e  a s  w e l l  a s  an o c c a s io n a l  s p lu r g e  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  th e  b a r b e r  o r  b e a u ty  sh o p . T h e r e fo r e , t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  in c r e a s e s  t h e  a llo w a n c e  amount from  $35.00 t o  $100.00 a  m onth.



Memo o f  1 -1 7 -8 4  (C ontinued) Page 2The seco n d  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  b i l l  a d d r e s s e s  a  la r g e  co n ce rn  o f  many o f  t h e  e ld e r ly  a t  th e  P io n e e r  Home.t h e n  a p e rso n  c a n n o t a f f o r d  t o  pay t h e  f u l l  amount o f  t h e i r  r e n t  t o  t h e  P io n e e r  Home and a ls o  r e c e iv e s  a s t ip e n d , th e y  in c u r  a d e b t  t o  th e  S t a t e ,  w hich a c c r u e s  s i x  p e r c e n t  i n t e r e s t .  T h is  d e b t i s  th e n  r e co v e re d  by th e  S t a t e  from  th e  e s t a t e  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .The r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  P io n e e r  Hone w orry t h a t  th e y  w i l l  be u n a b le  t o  p a s s  on t o  t h e i r  c h ild r e n  p e r s o n a l p o s s e s s io n s , su ch  a s  w edding r i n g s ,  c o in  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and o th e r  h e ir lo o m s w hich m ig h t have s p e c i a l  m eaning t o  t h e  f a m ily .In  r e a l i t y ,  t h i s  c la u s e  i s  seldom  i f  e v e r  u s e d ,  b e c a u se  when a r e s id e n t  d i e s  and owes a  d e b t t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  he r a r e ly  h a s an e s t a t e  from  w hich  th e  d e b t n ay be r e c o v e r e d .How ever, w ith  th e  la r g e  in c r e a s e  in  r e n t s ,  many r e s id e n t s  a r e  co n ce rn e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  in  th e  f u t u r e  in c u r  a  d e b t t o  th e  S t a t e  and t h e r e fo r e  be u n a b le  t o  p a s s  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  p e r s o n a l p o s s e s s io n s .T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e l e t e s  th e  i n t e r e s t  c h a r g e  from  th e  d e b t owed t o  th e  S t a t e ,  and a llo w s  f o r  up t o  $10,000 w orth o f  p e r s o n a l p o s s e s s io n s  t o  be p a ssed  on t o  tine f a m ily .I t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  remember t h a t  t h i s  s e c t io n  i s  c u r r e n t ly  a lm o st n e v e r  u s e d , and t h a t  th e  ch an g es a r e  p r im a r i ly  f o r  th e  p e a ce  o f  mind o f  th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  P io n e e r  Home.



INTRODUCTION OF BILLS (House)

Pioneers' 

Residents 

(income & 
debts)

HB 5 0 2 , (cont'd)

1 4 . 2 0 . 5 8 A .  P r o v i d e s  f o r  cl e c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  c he  C o u r t  o f  che 
a r b i t r a t o r ' s  a w a r d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  f or C o u r t  VA.cr.cion o f  an 
a w a r d  in c e r t a i n  c ir cumstance.. o l m l l a r  to c h o s e a p p l i c a b l e  
u n d e r  t he A l a s k a  A r b i t r a t i o n  A ct .

1 4 . 2 0 . 5 8 5 .  P r o v i d e s  f or  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o r c o r r e c t i o n  o f  an 
a w a r d ,  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s i m i l a r  to c h o s e  a p p l i c a b l e  in 
che  A l a s k a  A r b i t r a t i o n  A c t  w h e r e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o r  c o r r e c t i o n  
is p r o v i d a d  fo r.

1 4 . 2 0 . 5 9 0 .  R e q u i r e i  g r i e v a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  a nd  a d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  " g r i e v a n c e s "  in al l a g r e e m e n t s .  R e q u i r e s  e ac h a g r e e m e n c  
to p r o v i d e  a m e c h o d  for che s e l e c t i o n  o f  an a r b i t r a t o r  to 
r e s o l v e  g r i e v a n c e s .

1 4 . 2 0 . 6 0 0 .  R e q u i r e s  c he  e d u c a t i o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  l a b o r  r e l a­
tion s  a g e n c y  to s e c  f o r t h  p r o c e d u r e s  co s a f e g u a r d  t he  r ig h t s  
o f  " n o n a s s o c i a c l o n "  t f e m p l o y e e s  h a v i n g  " b o n a  f i d e  r e l i g i o u s  
c o n v i c t i o n s”.

'A. 2 0 . 6 0 S .  E sta bl is h ) s c he e d u c a t i o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  l a b or  
r e l a t i o n s  a g e n c y ,  a s  i x p l a l n e d  a b o v e .  M e m b e r s  o f  che a g e n c y  
r e c e i v e  n o  c o m p e n s a t e  n , b u t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  co p e r  d i e m  nd 
c r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  a g e n c y  m a y  e m p l o y  s t a f f  co impleraenc 
c h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the • h a p c e r .

1 4 . 2 0 . 6 0 6 .  F u n c t i o n s  s e c  o u t  in A S  2 3 . 4 0 . 1 2 0  - 2 3 . 4 0 . 1 8 0  a re  
to b e p e r f o r m e d  b y  the e d u c a t i o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s  
a g e n c y ,  as w e l l  aa s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  set  o u t  In thi s c h a p c e r .

T h e  s c n o o l  b o a r d  a n d  che e m p l o y e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ali.ee are 
p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  " u n f a i r  l a b o r  p r a c t i c e s " , aa di u r l b e d  in 
A S  22..60.110.

1 4 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .  R e i t e r a t e s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  co " m a ke  
f in a l d e c i s i o n s  o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s " .

Se c.  13. ( T e m p o r a r y  P r o v i s i o n ) .  S c h o o l  B o ar d s m u s t  m a k e
C h o i r  i n i t i a l  l o c a l  o p t i o n  d e c i s i o n  b e c w * e ~  last  b e s t  o f f e r  
m e d i a t e d  a rb lc r a r  ion a n d  che r l g h t - c o - s c v i k e  w i c M n  90 d a ys  
a f t a r  e n u c c m e n c  o f  c he c h a p c e r .

S e c.  14. ( T e m p o r a r y  P r o v i s i o n ) .  " G r a n d f a t h e r "  clause, for
e x i s t i n g  n e g o t i a t i n g  u n t c s  a nd n e g o t i a t i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .

S e c.  15. ( T e m p o r a r y  P r o v i s i o n ) .  Th e e f f e c t i v e  d a c e  is co
b e  i m me d i a t e .

Home HOUSE BILL NO. 5 0 3 . by Reps. Uehling, Furnace, Ringstad,

  Barnes and Goll. Would raise the amount a resident of the
Alaska Pioneers' Home is allowed to keep to $100 (currently 

$35). A  resident without funds would be paid $100 a month by 
the Dept. of Administration (currently $35).

Amenus AS 47.25.070(a) (Indebtedness of Beneficiary to State- by 

deleting reference to six percent interest on exnenses incurred for 
a resiident of the Pioneers' Home: "An expense incurred for a

person under AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.110 [with interest at a rate of 

six percent a year from date of p a y m e n t ,] lu a debt to the state 
and may be recovered during the life of the beneficiary. . .
Adds language stating that personal property of the beneficiary 
having a total fair market value oE not more than $10,000 is exempt 

from a claim by the state.

p a g e  4 8 Does not provide for an effective date (becomes effective 90 days 

following Governor's signature).
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This handbook is designed to answer many 
questions about eligibility, application p ro ­
cedures, finances and life in the Pioneers’ 
Homes. Additional information and applica­
tions may be secured at the addresses on the 
last page of this booklet.

Applicable laws governing the Pioneers’ 
Homes in the State of Alaska are included 
for your information.

State of Alaska 
Bill Sheffield, Governor

Lisa Rudd, Commissioner 
Department of Administration

E. Louis Keller, Director 
Division of Pioneers’ Benefits

December 1983
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