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MEMORANDUM

April 12, 1983

TO: Representative Walt Furnace

/') S
FROM: Deb Pomeroy, Research Aide^C^

RE* Succession to the Offices of Governor and Lt. Governoi

vResearcfTRequest 83-119 "

Steve Levi of your office called requesting the following information 
regarding succession to the offices of Governor and Lt. Governor in 

other states:

1) What is the line of succession in other states?

2) Is succession decided constitutionally or by statute?

3) What is the term of the successor?

4) Is the successor appointed Acting Governor or Governor?

5) Does the Acting Governor have the same powers as the Governor?

6) Are there any states where Supreme Court Justices succeed to 

Governor?

As .you are aware, Alaska does not have a constitutional line of suc­

cession after the Lt. Governor. AS 44.19 states that after the start 

of the initial term of office, the Governor appoints, and the Legisla­

ture confirms in a joint session, a person from a principal department 

of state government as the successor to the Lt. Governor, if the Lt. 
Governor succeeds to the Governor's office, the appointee becomes Lt. 

Governor and serves for the remainder of the term. If, however, the 

appointed successor succeeds to the Governor's office, (s)he serves 

only until a special election is held.

Thirty-six states decide the succession to the Governor's office by 

constitution; thirteen states either decide the succession or add to 

the line of succession by statute. In all of the states, the successor 

has the duties and powers of the Governor. In all states except Hawaii,
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the successor is appointed Governor; in Hawaii, only the Governor and 

Lt. Governor may have the title of Governor, with other successors 
known as "Acting" Governor.

The majority of the states have direct succession to Governor. That is, 
if the Lt. Governor becomes Governor, his office remains vacant until the 

next election. Connecticut, Hawaii, Minnesota and Pennsylvania are

the only states which have a successor to the office of Lt. Governor.

In 31 states, either the Senate President or House Speaker is next in 

line aftir the Lt. Governor to become Governor. Of the remaining 18 

states, all but Delaware have an elected administrative official next 

in line for succession. Delaware has an appointed secretary of state 

in line after the Lt. Governor, although the next official for succes­

sion is elected. Nebraska is the only state in which the entire 1 i.ne 

of succession consists of legislative committee chairmen.

In reference to the term of the successor, most of the states have

the successor serving for the remainder of the Governor's term, or 
until the next general election at which time a successor is elected 

for the unei pired portion of the term. A few states' constitutions

or statutes vaguely state that the successor will serve “until the 
yacancy 4-s filled."

I have prepared the attached chart listing the following information
for each state:

1) the order of succession to either the Governor's or Lt. Governor's 
office and whether or not it is decided by statute or constitution­
ally;

2) whether the person in the line of succession is elected, appointed, 
or a legislative official; and

3) the length of the term the successor holds and any conditions which 
apply.

I hope this information is useful. If you have any questions, please 

cal 1.

DP »

Attachment

i



STATF.

SUCCESSION

TO

CONSTITUTION 

OR STATUTE

ORDER OF 

SUCCESSION

j APPOINTED 

OR ELECTED . CONDITIONS

Alabama

•

Governor Cons. Art.V Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres, pro tem 

House Speaker 

Attorney General 

State Auditor 

Secretary of State 

State Treasurer

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 

Elected 

plected 

Elected 

.Elected

If the Gov. Fi Lt. Gov. seats become vacant more 
than 60 days before a General Election, these 

seats are filled at that election for the 

unexpired term; otherwise successor serves for 

the remainder of the term.

Alaska Governor 

L'£* Governor

ConSrArt.III 

AS 44.10

Lt. Governor 

Gov. appointee

Elected
Appointed

Elected Lt. Gov. serves for remainder of term. 

Legislature confirms Gov. appointee as successor 

to Lt. Gov. If (s)he succeeds to Gov., (s)he 

serves only until a special election is held.

Ari zona Governor Cons.. Art.V Sec. of State 

Attorney General 

State Treasurer 
Supt.of Pub. Instr.

Elected

Elected

Elected
Elected

Successor holds office until a Governor is duly 

elected and qualified. Only elected officials 

may succeed, not those who have been appointed 
to fill a vacancy

Arkansas Governor Cons. Art. 6 Lt. Governor 
Seriate President 

Assembly Speaker

Elected 
Sen. Elected 

As sm.Elected

The Governor's term is two years. Successor holds 

office until the vacancy has been filled.

Cali fornia Governor Cons. Art.VI 
Govt 12050

Lt. Governor 
Sen. Pres, pro tern 
Assembly Speaker 

Sec. of State 
Attorney General 

Controller

Elected 

Sen. Elected 
Assm.Elected 

Elected 

Elected 
Elected

Successor serves full term.

Colorado Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. G ivernor 

Sen. Hres. pro tem 
House Speaker

Elected 

Sen. Elected 
Hse. Elected

Successor holds office until the vacancy has been 

filled.
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Coriccticut Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres, pro tem

Sen. Elected

i

Office is held until the next gen. election. When 

the Lt. Gov. succeeds to Gov., the Senate Pres, 

becomes Lt. Gov. Within 15 days of the Lt. Gov. 

taking his oath, the Sen. must select a new Pres, 

pro tem. If during an interim, a successor is re­

quired & there is no Pres, pro tem, the Sec. of 
State will convene Senate to elect one.

Delaware Governor Con. Art.Ill Lt. Governor 

Sec. of State 

Attorney General 
Sen. Pres, pro tem 
House Speaker

Elected 

Appointed 

Elected 
Sen. Elected 
Hse. Elected

Successor holds office until a Governor is duly 

elected and quali fied.

FIorida Governor Cons. Art.IV 
FS 14.55

Lt. Governor 

Sec. of State 
Attorney General 

State Comptroller 
State Treasurer 
Comm.of Education 

Comm.of Agriculture

Elected 

Elected 
Elected 

Elected 
Elected 
Elected 

Elected

Successor serves for the remainder of the term.

Georgia Governor Cons. Art.V Lt. Governor 

House Spt ker

Elected 

Hse. Elected

Lt. Governor serves until next general election, 

at which time a Governor is elected for the un­

expired term. If the House Speaker succeeds to 
Gov.,a special election must be held to elect a 

Gov. within 60 days of the Speaker taking office.

tlawai i Governor Cons. Art. V 

US 26-2

Lt. Governor 

Senate President 

House Speaker 
Attorney General 

Director of Finance 

Comptroller 

Dir. of Taxation 
Dir. of Pers.Svces

Elected 

Sen. Elected 
Hse. Elected 

Appointed 

Appoi nted 

.Appoi nted 

Appointed 

Appoi nted

Successor serves for the remainder of the term. 

When the Lt. Gov. succeeds to Gov., the Sen. Pres, 

becomes Lt. Gov. After that, succession leaves the 

Lt. Gov. office vacant.
Only the Governor and Lt. Governor can hold the 

title of Governor; the others are known as Acting 
Governor. Altnough known as "Acting" Governor, 

the successor has all powers given to the Gov.

House Research Agency 4/03 -2-
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Idaho

•

Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 
Sen. Pres, pro tem 
House Speaker

Elected 
Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Lt. Gov. holds office for the remainder of the 
term; Sen. Pres, pro tem and House Speaker serve 
"until the vacancy is filled."

111 i noi s Governor • Cons. Art. V 

IS1271l63bl 22

Lt. Governor. 

Attorney General 

Secretary of State 
Comptroller 

Treasurer 
Senate President 

House Speaker

fleeted 

Elected 

.Elected 
Elected 
Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Holds office for the remainder of the term. 

Elected officials only are eligible to succeed.

Indiana Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor Elected Serves until Governor is elected. Constitution 
states that further succession will be determined 
by law; however, no statutes were found.

Iowa Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 
Sen. Pres, pro tem 

House Speaker

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Lt. Gov. serves remainder of term; Sen. Pres, and 
House Speaker serve "until the vacancy is filled."

Kansas Governor Cons. Art. 1 

KS 48-12-4

Lt. Governor 

Senate President 

House Speaker 

Secretary of State 

Attorney General 

Chancel lor, U.of K. 
Pres, Kansas State 

Univ.. of Ag. and 

Applied Science

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 

Elected 

Elected

Serves until next election.

Kentucky Governor Cons. Art.84 Lt. Governor 
Sen. Pres, pro tem

Elected 
Sen. Elected

Lt. Governor serves until a Gov. is duly elected 
and qualified; if the Sen. Pres, pro tem succeeds, 

and vacates office before the first two years are 
over, a new election is held. If there is no 

Pres, pro tem, the Secretary of State, then 

Attorney General hold office until a President 
pro tem has been elected.

House Research Agency 4/83 -3-
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Loui slana Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 

Secretary of State 

Attorney General 

Treasurer

Presiding Sen. Off. 
House Speaker

Elected 
Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Seri. Elected 
Hse. Elected

Successor serves for the remainder of the term. 
The governor appoints and the legislature confirms 

a new Lt. Governor. He is not eligible to succeed 

however, to the Governor's position. The constitu­

tion states further succession may be determined 
by law; however no statute was found.

Ma i rie Governor Cons. Art. V Senate President Sen. Elected If the office becomes vacant more than 90 days be­
fore primary ejection for a blenniel election, 

a Governor 1s ejected at that blenniel election 

and serves for the remainder of the term.

Maryland Governor Cons. Art.II Lt. Governor Elected A Lt. Governor is appointed by the Governor and 

confirmed by the majority of a joint session. If 

both seats become empty, the assembly elects a 

new Governor. The Senate President serves as 
Acting Governor until that time.

Massachusetts Governor Cons. Ch. 2 Lt. Governor Elected Serves for remainder of the term.

Michigan Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor 

Sec. of State 
Attorney General

Elected

Elected
Elected

Successor serves for remainder of the term.

Order of succession pertains to elected officials 

only, not those appointed to fill a vacancy. The 
constitution states that further succession may be 

determined by law; however, no statute was found.

Mi nnesota Governor Cons. Art. V 

MS 4.06

Lt. Governor 

Senate President 

House Speaker 
Secretary of State 

State Audi tor 
State Treasurer 

Attorney General

Elect ion 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 
Elected 

Elected 

Elected 
Elected

Successor serves for remainder of term. The Senate 

President succeeds to the Lt. Gov. office. After 

the Senate President, all successors are for the 
governor's office. If the Senate President suc­
ceeds to governor, the Lt. Governor office remains 

vacant.

Missi ssippi Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres pro tem 

House Speaker

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Successor serves for the remainder of the term. If 

all three mentioned seats are vacant, the Sec. of 

State convenes Senate to elect a Pres, pro tem.

House Research Agency 4/B3 -4-
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STATE

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

SUCCESSION iCONSTITUTION| ORDER OF

TO

Governor

Governor

Governor

OR STATUTE

Cons. Art.IV

Cons. Art.VI 

MS 2-16-514

Cons. Art.IV 

NS 84-120

SUCCESSION

Lt. Governor 
Sen. Pres.pro tem 

House Speaker 

Sec. of State 

State Auditor 
State Treasurer 

Attorney General

Lt. Governor 

Senate President 
House Speaker

Lt. Governor 
Speaker of the Leg. 
Chair,Exec.Board of 

Leg. Council,
Chair,Comm.on Comm. 

Chair, Judiciary 
Chair, Government 

Chair, Military & 
Veterans Affairs 

Chair, Approp. 

Chair, Revenue 
Chair, Education 

Chair, Banking,Com­

merce ft Insurance 
Chair, Public Work 

Chai r, Ag. & Envi r. 
Chair, Hlth&Welfare 

Chai r,Mi sc.Subjects 

Chair, Urban Affair 

Chair, Labor 

Chair, Const.Rev.

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED CONDITIONS

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 

Elected 

jElected 
Elected 

Elected

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Elected 
Leg. Elected 
Leg. Elected

Leg. Elected 
Leg. Elected 
Leg. Elected 

Leg. Elected

Leg. Elected 

Leg. Elected 
Leg. Elected 

Leg. Elected

Leg.

Leg.
Leg.

Leg,.
Leg.

Leg.

Leg.

Elected

Elected
Elected

Elected
Elected

Elected
Elected

Successor serves for the remainder of the term.

Successor serves for the remainder of the term. 

If the Lt. Gov. or Sen. President succeeds to 

Gov., they appoint a Lt. Gov.; if the House 
Speaker succeeds, the legislature elects a Lt. 
Governor in joint session.

Successor serves until vacancy is filled.
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SUCCESSION

TO

CONSTITUTION 

OR STATUTE

ORDER OF 
SUCCESSION

Nevada Governor Cons, Art, V Lt. Governor

New Hampshire Governor Cons. Art.,49 Senate President 
House Speaker 
Secretary of State 

State Treasurer

New Jersey Governor Cons. Art. V Senate President 

Assembly Speaker

New Mexico Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor 

Secretary of State 

Sen. Pres, pro tem 
House Speaker

New York Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres, pro tem 
Assembly Speaker

N. Carolina

1

Governor NCS 174.11 Lt. Governor 

Sen. President 

House Speaker 

Secretary of State 

State Auditor 
State Treasurer 

Supt. of Pub. Inst. 

Attorney General 
Agriculture Comm . 

Labor Comm. 
Insurance Coinm.

House Research Agency 4/03

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED CONDITIONS

Elected

Elected 
Elected 

L°g. Elected 
Leg. Elected

Sen. Elected 

Assm.Elected

Elected 
Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Assm.Elected

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 
Elected 

Elected 

Elected 
Elected 

Elected 
Elected 

Elected 
Elected

Serves for the remainder of the term.

Successor serves for the remainder of the term. 
The Secretary of State and State Auditor are 
entitled to serve only until the Senate or 

House elects a President or Speaker.

Successor serves until the next general election 

at which time a Governor 1s elected for the 
unexpired portion of the term. The constitution 

states further succession may be determined by 
statute; however, no statute was found.

Serves for the remainder of the term.

Lt. Governor serves for remainder of the-term. 

Sen. Pres, and Assembly Speaker serve until next 

general election to be held not more than 3 mo, 

after both Gov. & Lt. Gov. seats become vacant.

Holds office for remainder of term.
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N. Dakota Governor NDS

NDS

44.2.3

54.47.3

Lt. Governor 

Secretary of State 
House Speaker 

Sen. Pres, pro tem 

Attorney General

Elected 

Elected 
Hse. Elected 

Sen. Elected

fleeted
1

Successor serves for remainder of term. Only 

elected officials are eligible for succession, 

not those appointed to fill a vacancy. If none o 

the listed officials may serve, line of successlor 

moves to the ex-Governors, the most recent one 

serving first.

Ohio Governor Cons. Art.Ill Lt. Governor 
Senate President 

House Speaker

Elected 
Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Serves for the remainder of the term. When both 
Gov. A Lt. Gov. seats are vacant prior to the 

expiration of the the first 20 months of the term 

the Gov. and Lt. Gov. are elected at the next 

gen. election held in an even numbered year.

Oklahoma Governor Cons. Art.VI Lt. Govenor 

Sen. Pres, pro tem 

House Speaker

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Lt. Governor serves for the remainder of the term 

Sen. Pres, and House Speaker serves "until the 

vacancy is filled."

Oregon Governor Cons. Art. V Secretary o.' State 

Treasurer

Sen. Pres, pro tem 
House Speaker

El ected 

Elected 

Sen. Elected 
Sen. Elected

Serves until the next election. An appointed 

official may not succeed to office.

Pennsylvania Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres, pro tem

Elected 

Sen. Elected

Serves for the remainder of the term. The Sen. 

Pres, succeeds to Lt. Gov. office when the Lt. 

Gov. succeeds to Gov.

Rhode Island Governor Cons. Art. 7 Lt. Governor 
Presiding Sen.Off.

Elected 
Sen. Elected

Holds office until the next annual election.

S. Carolina Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 

Sen. Pres. Pro tem

Elected 

Sen. Elected

Holds office until the next general election. 

Constitution states that further succession may 
by determined by law; no statute was found.

S, Dakota Governor Cons. 

SDS 1
Art.IC
-7-4.1

Lt. Governor 

Hse. Speaker 
Sen. Pres, pro tem 

Ilse.Spkr. pro tem 
Secretary of State

Elected 

Hse. Elected 
Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 
Sen. Elected

Successor serves for remainder of term. 

Governor appoints new Lt. Governor who is con­

firmed by the legislature, and is not eligible 
for succession.

House Research Agency 4/03
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SUCCESSION 

... ...TO_______

CONSTITUTION 

OR STATUTE

ORDER OF 

SUCCESSION

Tennessee

•

Governor Cons.Art.111 Senate Speaker 

House Speaker

Texas Governor Cons. Art.IV Lt. Governor 
Senate President

Utah Governor Cons.Art.VII Secretary of State 
Sen. Pres, pro tem

Vermont Governor VS 3.4 Lt. Governor 

House Speaker

Virginia Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor 
Attorney General 
House Speaker

Washington Governor Cons. Ch.Ill Lt. Governor 

Secretary of State 
State Treasurer 

State Auditor 

Attorney General 

Supt. of Pub. Inst. 

Comm, of Pub. Lands

W. Virginia Governor Cons.Art.VII Senate Pres ident 

Mouse Speaker

Wi sconson Governor Cons. Art. V Lt. Governor 

Secretary of State

Mouse Research Agency 4/03
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APPOINTED 
OR ELECTED CONDITIONS

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected

Elected 
Sen. Elected

Appointed 

Sen. Elected

Elected 

Hse. Elected

Elected 

Elected 
Hse. Elected

El ected 
Elec;ed 
Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected

Sen. Elected 
Hse. Elected

Elected

Elected

The Senate Speaker is by statute Lt. Governor. If 

succession occurs within the first 18 months, 

successor holds office until the next general 

election; after the 1st 18 mo. of the term, the 
successor serves for the remainder' of the term.

Holds office for the remainder of the term.

Holds office until the next general, election.

Holds office for the remainder of the term.

Holds office for the remainder of the term.

If the vacancy occurs more than 30 days before a 

general election, then a new Hovernor is elected 
at that election.

If vacancy occurs before the first 3 years of term 
a new election must be held.

Molds office for the remainder of the term.

-8-
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Wyoming Governor
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CONSTITUTION 

OR STATUTE

OROER OF 

SUCCESSION

APPOINTED
OR ELECTED CONDITIONS

WS 9-1-211 
9-1-212

Secretary of State 
Senate President 

House Speaker 

State Auditor 

State Treasurer 
Supt. of Pub. Inst. 

Senate Vice-Pres 
H. Speaker pro tem

Elected 

Sen. Elected 

Hse. Elected 

Elected 

Eli ected 

Elected 

Sen. Elected 
Hse. Elected

Serves until the end of the term if vacancy occurs 

less than 60 days before a general election. If 

it occurs more than 60 days before a general elec­

tion, a Governor is elected for the unexpired term 

at that election.

-9-



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

CH A IR M A N , 
H O U SE  LA BO R  A N D  

C O M M E R C E

PO U CH  V 
. JU N EA U , A LASKA  95-ill 

(907) 465-3892

P.O. BOX 1542 
A N C H O R A G E . ALASKA 99510 

(907) 333-2616

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Wa l t  F i t e  .ace

To: Mitch Abood, Chairman
House Committee on S t a t e  A f f a i r s

From: R ep re s en t a t i v e  Walt

RE: SSHB 34

Date:  March 25, 1983

Under c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e , - t h e  succes s ion  to  the  c h a i r  of Governor runs 
th rough the L t .  Governor and t h e r e a f t e r  th e  Governor's  appoin ted and 
l e g i s l a t i v e l y  confirmed suc ce s so r .

Th is  b i l l  a l lows fo r  the  l i n e  of  success ion  to con t inue  t h e r e a f t e r  to  a 
l ock  s t e p  p r og r e s s ion  of a dm in i s t r a t o r s ,  whether they have been 
conf i rmed or no t .  Should the vacancy occur in the  o f f i c e  of 
Governor-Elect and L t .  Governor-Elect,  the  outgoing Governor w i l l  become 
t h e  Act ing Governor f o r  t h a t  p e r iod  a f t e r  h i s  exp ired term u n t i l  a 
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i s  h e ld  and the  new Governor inaugura ted .

The impor tan t  f a c t  to  keep in  mind i s  t h a t  i f  the Governor and Lt. 
Governor a re  unable to  f u l l f i l l  t h e . d u t i e s  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  pos t s  and 
the  Governor's handpicked succe s so r  has no t  yet  been confirmed, t h e r e  
must be someone who can s tep  in  immediate ly and assume the  powers and 
d u t i e s  of  the Act ing Governor.



Local or 
Special .

l m pe a c l

S u its  A 
th e  S ta

E x e c u t  
P o w e r 
G o v e rn  
Q ualifi<

a n y  v e to e d  b il l ,  w i th  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  h is  o b je c t i o n s ,  
t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o r ig in .

A c t io n  U p o n  S E C T IO N  16. U p o n  r e c e ip t  o f  a v e to  m e s sa g e
V e to  \  d u r i n g  a  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  o f  t h e  le g is la tu r e ,  t h e

le g i s la tu r e  s h a l l  m e e t  im m e d ia t e ly  in  j o i n t  s e s s io n  
a n d .  r e c o n s id e r  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  v e to e d  b i l l  o r  i te m .  
B ills  t o  r< a se  r e v e n u e  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b ills  o r  
i t e m s ,  a v  e>;h v e to e d ,  b e c o m e  law  b y  a f f i rm a t iv e  
v o t e  i' iW x th s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e
le g is la t' / th e r v e to e d  b il ls  b e c o m e  law  b y  
a f f i rm s  ■ t  ✓ote o f  tw o - th ird s  o f  th e  m e m b e r s h ip  
o f  t h e  le g is la tu r e .  B il ls  v e to e d  a f t e r  a d jo u r n m e n t  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  o f  t h e  le g is la tu r e  sh a ll b e  
r e c o n s id e r e d  b y  t h e  le g is la tu r e  s i t t in g  as o n e  b o d y  
n o  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  f i f t h  d a y  o f  t h e  n e x t  r e g u la r  o r  
s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  o f  t h a t  le g is la tu r e .  B ills  v e to e d  
a f t e r  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  
s h a l l  b e  r e c o n s id e r e d  b y  t h e  le g is la tu r e  s i t t in g  
a s  o n e  b o d y  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  f i f t h  d a y  o f  a  s p e c ia l  
s e s s io n  o f  t h a t  l e g i s la tu r e ,  i f  o n e  is c a l le d .  T h e  v o te  
o n  r e c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  a  v e to e d  b il l  sh a ll b e  e n te r e d  
o n  t h e  j o u r n a l s  o f  b o t h  h o u s e s .

(The a m r n d m r n l  o f  t h i s  l e c t i o n  u a i  a pp ro ved  b y  t h e  vo t e r s  o f  
t h e  s t a l e  N o v e m b t i  2. 1976 and b e c a m e  effect ive D e c r m b e r  23. 
1976. Th i s  a m e n d m e n t  i n s e r t e d  " d u n n c  a regular ses s i on  of  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e "  In t h e  first s e n t e n c e  and  a d d e d  t he  p r e s e n t  f ou r t h  a n d  
f i f t h  s en t ence s . )

B ills  N o t  S E C T IO N  17. A b il l  b e c o m e s  law  if ,  w h i le  t h e
S ig n e d  l e g i s la tu r e  is  in  s e s s io n ,  t h e  g o v e rn o r  n e i t h e r  s ig n s

n o r  v e to e s  i t  w i th in  f i f te e n  d a y s ,  S u n d a y s  e x c e p t ­
e d ,  a f t e r  i t s  d e l iv e r y  t o  h im . I f  t h e  le g is la tu r e  is n o t
in  s e s s io n  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  n e i t h e r  s ig n s n o r  v e to e s  
a b il l  w i t h ’ t tw e n t y  d a y s ,  S u n d a y s  e x c e p te d ,  a f t e r  
i ts  d e l iv e r y  t o  h im , t h e  b ill b e c o m e s  law .

E f f e c t i v e  S E C T IO N  18. L a w s  p a sse d  b y  th e  le g i s la tu r e  be-
D a le  c o m e  e f f e c t iv e  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  e n a c tm e n t .  T h e

le g i s la tu r e  m a y ,  b y  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  tw o - th i rd s  o f  
t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  e a c h  h o u s e ,  p ro v id e  f o r  a n o t h e r  
e f f e c t iv e  d a te .



To: R ep re s en ta t iv e  Mitch Abood, Chairman
House Committee on S t a t e  A f f a i r s

Through: Walt Furnace,

From: Steven C. Levi, S t a f f

Date: January 20, 1983

RE: 34

At the  p r e s e n t  t ime, the  l i n e  of succes s ion  to the  Governor's c h a i r  i s  
l im i t e d  to two (2) in d iv id u a l s :  t h e  e l e c t e d  L t .  Governor and the  
Governor's hand-picked, l e g i s l a t i v e l y  confirmed successo r .  Should the  
Governor's  c h a i r  f a l l  empty when th e r e  i s  no L t .  Governor, f o r  whatever 
reason,  the hand-picked, l e g i s l a t i v e l y  confirmed successo r  i s  only an 
a c t i n g  governor and w i l l  hold t h i s  po s t ion  only u n t i l  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
may be he ld  to  f i l l  the  o f f i c e  w i th  an e l e c t e d  governor.

There i s ,  however, a gap in  the  success ion  p rocess .  Should the  Governor 
and the  L t .  Governor be unable to f i l l  the  c h a i r  and th e r e  i s  no 
hand-picked, l e g i s l a t i v e l y  confirmed successo r ,  t h e r e  i s  no procedure 
f o r  success ion .

R ep re s en t a t i v e  Furnace recommends, through HB 34, t h a t  in  the hope fu l ly  
u n l i k e l y  case  t h a t  the Governor's  c l ia i r  i s  vacan t  and th e r e  i s  no L t .  
Governor or  hand-picked, l e g i s l a c i v e l y  confirmed successo r ,  t h a t  the 
P r e s i d e n t  of the Senate and t h e r e a f t e r  the  Speaker of  the House s h a l l  
succeed to th e  ch a i r  of governor .

L e g i s l a t i v e  Counsel has assu red  Rep re s en ta t iv e  Furnace t h a t  the 
su cce s s ion  to the c h a i r  of Governor by the  P re s id en t  of  the  Senate or  
the  Speaker o f  the House i s  only in  the c ap ac i ty  of Acting-Governor and 
only u n t i l  such time as a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  may be he ld .  L e g i s l a t i v e  
i n t e n t  i s  t h a t  the P r e s id en t  or  the Speaker s h a l l  be Acting-Governor 
only.



INTRODUCTION OF BILLS (House)

Lt .  Governor 
(successor to)

Approp r ia t ion
(supplemental)
(publ ic

schools)

longev i ty  
Bonus Program 
(res idency 
requirements)

HOUSE-JBILL- NO; 3Uy, by Furnace and Lindauer.  Re la te s  to 
appointment of a successor to the pos t  of L ieu tenan t  Gover­
nor (AS 44.19.040). Curren t law s t a t e s :  ".  . . I f  the person
designa ted and confirmed i s  removed from or vaca te s  the 
appointment, the governor s h a l l  appoint: a successo r sub jec t  to  
conf i rmat ion in  the same manner as the person i n i t i a l l y  appo in ted . "  
This b i l l  adds the fo l low ing:  "The p r e s id en t  of the senate  and the
speaker of the house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a re  next in  l i n e  fo r  
success ion to the o f f i c e  of l i e u t e n an t  governor a t  any time th a t  an 
appointee of the  governor has no t been confirmed under t h i s  sec t ion  
or the p o s i t i o n  i s  vacant fo r  any o th e r  r e a son . "  Does not provide 
fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  da te  ( e f f e c t i v e  90 days a f t e r  Governor's 
s i g n a t u r e ) .
In troduced January 17 and r e f e r r e d  t o  S ta t e  A f f a i r s ,  then to 
Ju d i c i a r y .
HOUSE BILL NO. 35. by Malone, Clocksin, Zharof f .  Wendte,
Koponen, Davis, Shu l tz ,  Larson, Szymanski, F r i t z ,  Goll, and 
McBride. (See SB 16, SB 22, and HB 3, and HB 73, t h i s  r e po r t ,  
i d e n t i c a l ) .
In t roduced January 17 and r e f e r r e d  to  Health, Education and Socia l  
Serv ices,  then to Finance.
HOUSE BILL NO. 36. by Malone, Zharoff , Wendte and Szymanski.
Would change the re s idency  requirements of the Alaska Lon­
g ev i ty  Bonus Program (AS 47*45), in keeping with the r e c en t  
Supreme Court d ec i s ion  on the Permanent Fund. Cur ren t ly  the 
Longevity Bonus Program gives a $250 monthly bonus to persons 65 
years of  age or  over vho were l i v in g  in the T e r r i t o r y  of Alaska on 
or before January 3, 1959 and who have main ta ined a continuous 
domicile in the T e r r i t o r y  or S ta t e  f o r  25 yea rs .  This b i l l  would 
change those requ irements ,  providing a person who i s  65 years of 
age or over, who i s  a s t a t e  r en iden t  und who has been a r e s i d e n t  
fo r  no t  l e s s  than one yea r  immediately preceding the da te  of 
a p p l i c a t i o n  may apply to the Commissioner of Admin is t ra t ion  fo r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to r e c e iv e  the monthly $250 bonus.
Defines " r e s i d e n t "  as one " .  . .who, except  fo r  b r i e f  i n t e r v a l s ,  
medical t rea tmen t,  m i l i t a r y  se rv ice ,  a t tendance a t  an educa t iona l  
or t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  or fo r  absences fo r  good cause shown, has 
re s ided  in Alaska and who has main ta ined a domici le in Aloska; 
domici le i s  the t ru e  and permanent home of a person from which th a t  
person has no p re sen t  i n t e n t i o n  of moving and to which t h a t  person 
in tends to r e tu rn  whenever away;" ( th i s  d e f i n i t i o n  would r ep lace  
the cu r ren t  d e f i n i t i o n  of "domic i le " :  " 'dom ic i l e '  means the place
with which a person has a s e t t l e d  connection fo r  de te rm ina t ion  of 
h i s  c i v i l  s t a t j s  or  o the r  l eg a l  purposes because i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  or 
l e g a l l y  h i s  permanent and p r i n c ip a l  home.")
Provides Act i :  r e t r o a c t i v e  to Ju ly 1, 1982, and s t a t e s  t h a t  a 
person who was e l i g i b l e  to r ece ive  the bonus as of t h a t  da te  i s  
e n t i t l e d  to  r e ce iv e  accrued r e t r o a c t i v e  bonuees from 7/1/82, and a 
person reaching the age of 65 a f t e r  7/1/82 i s  e n t i t l e d  to rece ive
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
THIRTEENTH LEPISLATDHE

FISCAL NOTE

V

rA jB i^ i/Reso lu t ion  No. House  B i l l  No. 34 ___ __________ ____
c C ^ ^ T i t l e  .Act r e g u l a t i n g  s ucce s s i o n  t o  t h e  O i n c e  o f  Lt . Governor"

Requested by__sta t e . Atf-TiKC-flad Judiciary______

Of f i c e  o f  t h e  Governor

-DateJbl7-81

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected.
Program Category A f f e c te d Execu t ive  Op e r a t i o n s
3RU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) A f f e c ted  Executive Of f i ce________________
(Note: I f  more than one budget component i s  a f f e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e  l ine- i tem 

amounts and funding fo r  each component in  the a n a ly s i s  s e c t i o n .)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dol la rs)

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
609 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL
COCOE

FY 84 FY 85 n 86 3 00 FY 88

•

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dol la rs)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

• *

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F i s c a l  Note P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Sec t ion  I I I )

No f i s c a l  impact i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .

IV. DATE 1-20-83_______________ PREPARED flY Lau r ie  Herman
AGENCY Office of the Gnvp m o r

O r ig i n a l :  L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance PHONE 465-3500 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor ( F i r s t  Legislate.-. Named) 
33-001 (Rev. 12/82) aiD
OflB Reviewed by: Glen PricettA ^
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