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T o : H ouse S t a t e  A f f a i r s

F rom : G in n y  C h i tw o o d , E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  

R e: HB 289 -  O p e n in g  P o l l s  a t  7 : 0 0  a .m .

T he A la s k a  M u n ic ip a l  L e a gue  o p p o s e s  HB 289 b a s e d  on re c om m e n d a t io n s  f ro m  

th e  m u n ic ip a l  c l e r k s  who s a y  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  shown t h a t  e x t e n s io n  o f  

p o l l i n g  h o u r s  h a s  n o t  in c r e a s e d  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  and h a s  be e n  c o s t l y .  We 

a r e  p r e s e n t l y  c h e c k in g  w i t h  c l e r k s  who a re  m e e t in g  t h i s  w eek i n  

A n c h o ra g e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h ic h  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a ve  t r i e d  p o l l  h o u r  

e x t e n s io n s  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s u l t s .

M E M B E R  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  L E A G U E  O F  C I T I E S  A N C )  T H E  N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  C O U N T I E S



LEGISLATION, ELECTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONS

Table 6
POLLING HOURS: GENERAL ELECTIONS

S : a t e  o r  
o t h e r  j u r i s d ic t io n P o l l s  o p e n P o l l s  c lo s e N o t e s  o n  h o u r s

A l a b a m a ............................. .. 8 a .m . 6 p .m . O p e n in g  a n d  c lo s in g  tim e s  n o t m a n d a to r y :  p o lls  m ust be 
o p e n  u  least 10 c o n s e c u t iv e  h o u r s.

A l a s k a ..................................... 8 a .m . 8 p .m .

7  p .m .  

7:30  p .m .

A r i z o n a ................................... 6 a .m .

A r k a n s a s ............................. .. 8 a .m . T o lls  m a y  o p e n  a t  7  a .m .

C a l i f o r n i a ............................. 7 a .m . 8 p .m . C h a r t e r  c itie s  m a y  set d if fc r e n l h o u r s  f o r  m unicipal 
e le c t io n s .

C o l o r a d o ............................... 7 a .m . 7  p .m .

8 p .m .  

8 p .m .  

7  p .m .  

7  p .m .

C o n n e c t ic u t .......................... 6 a .m .

D e l a w a r e ............................... 7  a .m .

F l o r i d * ..................................... 7 a .m .

C e o r g j a .................................. 7 a .m . In c itie s  o f  300,000 o r  m o r e ,  p o lls  rem a in  o p e n  until 
8 p .m .

H a w a i i ..................................... 7 a .m . 6  p .m . V o te r s  s ta n d in g  In lin e  a t  6 p .m .  m a y  v o t e .  N o  o n e  m ay 
j o i n  lin e  a fte r  6 p .m .

I d a h o ........................................ 8 a .m . 8 p .m . T o lls  c lo s e  8 p .m .  o r  earlier  w h e n  all r eg istered  electors 
o f  th e  p re c in c t h a v e  a p p e a r e d  a n d  v o t e d .  C o u n t y  clerk 
h u  o p t i o n  o f  o p e n in g  p o lls  a t 7 a .m .

I l l i n o i s ..................................... 6 a .m . 7 p .m .

6  p .m .  

9  p .m .

7 p .m .

I n d ia n a ..................................... 6 a .m .

I o w a ........................................... 7 a .m .

K a n s a s ..................................... ?  j . m . H o u r s  m a y  b e  c h a n g e d  b y  e le c t io n  a u th o r itie s , but polls

K e n tu c k y  ....................... . . .  6 a .m . 6 p .m .

L o u is ia n a ....................... . . .  6 a .m . 8 p .m .

M a i n e ................................... . .  B etw een  6 a .m .  & 1 0 a .m . B e tw ee n  8 p .m .  &  9  p .m .

M a r y la n d .......................... . .  7 a . m . 3 p .m .

M a s s a c h u s e tts .............. . . .  M a y  o p e n  a s  e a r ly  a s  5 a . m. ;  
m u st b e  o p e n e d  b y  10 a .m .

8 p .m .

M i c h i g a n ......................... . . .  7 a . m . 8 p .m .

M i n n e s o t a ............ .. 7 a .m . 8 p .m .

M ls d a a ip p J ....................... 7 a . m . 6 p .m .

M is s o u r i ............................ . .  6 s . m . 7 p .m .

M o n t a n a .......................... . .  8 a .m . 8 p .m .
12 p .m . 8 p .m .  o r  earlier w h e n  all 

reg istered  In a n y  p re c in c t 
h a v e  v o t e d .

N e b r a s k a .......................... . .  7 a .m . 7 p .m .
8 a .m . 8 p .m .

N e v a d a ................................ , .  7  a .m . 7  p .m .

N e w  H a m p sh ire . .  V aries V aries

m u s t b t  k ept o p e n  a t least 12 c o n s e c u t iv e  h o u ts  be­
tw e e n  6 a .m .  a n d  I  p .m .

P e r s o n s  in  lin e  m a y  v o t e  u n til 1  p .m .

P e r s o n s  in l i n t  a t 1  p .m .  a re en title d  t o  v o t e .

O n ly  m u n ic ip a litie s  u t i n i  v o t ir t f  r p y ch in es  h a ve  the 
o p t i o n  o f  s t a y in i  o p e n  u n til 9  p .m .

In c itie s  a n d  t o w n s , th e  p o lls  sh all b e  k e p t o pen  at 
least I 0 h o u , t .

M u n ic ip a litie s  o f  less th a n  1,000 m a y  estab lish  hours 
o f  9  a .m .  t o  I  p .m .

In p r e c in c ts  o f  l e u  th a n  100 registered  voters.

M o u n t a in  T im e  Z o n e . 
C e n tr a l T i n e  Z o n e .

N e w  J e rs e y  .......................... 7  a .m .

N e w M e t d e o .......................  3 a .m .

N e w  V o r l t ............................. 6  a .m .

N o r th  C a r o l i n a   6:50 a .m .

N o r th  D a k o t a   B etw een  7  a .m .  31 9 a .m .

O h i o ...........................................  6:50 a .m .

O l t l s l w i n a ............................. 7 a .m .

O r e t o a .....................................  I  a .m .

P e a o s s b a n l a .......................  7 a .m .

K k o d e U a o d ....................... B e tw ee n  7 a . m .  3k 12 n o o n

I  p .m .

7 p .m .

9  p .m .

7:5 0  p .m .

B etw een  7 p .m .  A ')  p .m .  

7:50  p .m .

7 p .m .

1  JIM

8 p .m .

9 p .m .

C it ie s : P o lli  o p e n  n o t less th a n  4 h o u r s  a n d  m ay be 
o p e n e d  n o t  earlier  th a n  6 a  m . n o r  later th a n  8 p.m .

S m a ll t o w n s : In to w n s  o f  l e u  th a n  700 p o p u la tio n  the 
p o lls  sh all b e  o p e n  n o t  l e u  th a n  5 c o n s e c u t iv e  hours. 

O n  w ritte n  req u e st o f  7 rcgis c rcd  vo te r s  th e  p olU  shal 
b e  k e p t o p e n  u n til 6 p .m .  In to w n s  o f  l e u  than ICO 
p o p u la t io n ,  t h e  p o lls  sh all c  o s e  i f  all o n  th e  checklist 
h a v e  v o t e d .

O th e r  t o w n s : P o lls  sh a ll o p e n  r .o t later th a n  10 a .m  and 
c lo s e  n o t  ea rlier  th a n  6  p .m .  O n  w ritten  request o f  10 
reg iste r e d  v o te r s  t h e  p o lls  shall b e  k e p t o p e n  until 
7 p .m .

In v o t in g  p re c in c ts  w h e r e  v c t in g  m a ch in es  are used, 
c o u n t y  b o a r d  o f  e le c t io n s  m a y  p erm it c lo sin g  si 
8:30 p .m .

* > » « k i g . . .  

D w i . o f  C o l. 

A a rrV ta  Samoa

Caui.......
Paeria H k o . .
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ELECTIONS

State or
other jurisdiction Polls open_______________________Polls close______________________________________Notes on hours___________________

South Carol!»a   8 a.m. 7 p.m. Lancaster County b  allowed to keep polls open until
8 p.m.

South Dakota  7 a.m. 7 p.m. Mountain Time Zone.
8 a.m. 8 p.m. Central Time Zone.

Tennessee........... Varies. 8 p.m. E S T  Polls must be open minimum of 10 and m u i m u m  of
7 p.m. C S T  13 continuous hours.

Texas..............  7a.m. 7 p.m. ? In counties of more than one million population the
polls m a y  be opened at 6 a.m. •

Utah................  7 a.m. 8 p.m. ....................................................

Vermont .............  Between 6 a.m. A  10 a.m. Not later than 7 p.m. Polls must be open at least 9 consecutive hours during
the day.

Virginia............. 6 a.m. 7 p.m. ....................................................

Washington.......... 7 a.m. 8 p.m. ....................................................

West VUglrJ*  6:30 a.m. 7:30 p.m. ....................................................

W b c o n s l n ..........  7 a.m. 6 p.m. 1st, 2nd and 3rd class cities.
9 a.m. 8 p.m. 4th class cities, villages and towns. Opening hours ex*

tendable by governing body to not earlier than 7 a.m.

W y o m n g ............ 8 a.m. 7 p.m. ....................................................

Dbt.ofCol..........  7 a.m. 8 p.m. ....................................................

Ameri: an S a m o a   6 a.m. 6 p.m. ....................................................

Gu a m . . . .............  8a.m. 8p.m. .................................. .................

Puerto R k o .........  9 s.m. 3 p.m. ................... ............  .................
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